
GOVERNMENT CODE

TITLE 2. JUDICIAL BRANCH

SUBTITLE A. COURTS

CHAPTER 25. STATUTORY COUNTY COURTS

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.A25.0001.AAAPPLICATION OF SUBCHAPTER. (a) This

subchapter applies to each statutory county court in this state. If

a provision of this subchapter conflicts with a specific provision

for a particular court or county, the specific provision controls.

(b)AAA statement in Subchapter C that a general provision of

this subchapter does not apply to a specific statutory court or the

statutory courts of a specific county does not affect the

application of other laws on the same subject that may affect the

court or courts.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec. 25.0002.AADEFINITIONS.AAIn this chapter:

(1)AA"Criminal law cases and proceedings" includes

cases and proceedings for allegations of conduct punishable in part

by confinement in the county jail not to exceed one year.

(2)AA"Family law cases and proceedings" includes cases

and proceedings under Titles 1, 2, 4, and 5, Family Code.

(3)AA"Juvenile law cases and proceedings" includes all

cases and proceedings brought under Title 3, Family Code.

(4)AA"Mental health cases and proceedings" includes all

cases and proceedings brought under Chapter 462, Health and Safety

Code, or Subtitle C or D, Title 7, Health and Safety Code.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.01,

eff. January 1, 2012.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending
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publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec.A25.0003.AAJURISDICTION. (a) A statutory county court

has jurisdiction over all causes and proceedings, civil and

criminal, original and appellate, prescribed by law for county

courts.

(b)AAA statutory county court does not have jurisdiction over

causes and proceedings concerning roads, bridges, and public

highways and the general administration of county business that is

within the jurisdiction of the commissioners court of each county.

(c)AAIn addition to other jurisdiction provided by law, a

statutory county court exercising civil jurisdiction concurrent

with the constitutional jurisdiction of the county court has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAcivil cases in which the matter in controversy

exceeds $500 but does not exceed $250,000, excluding interest,

statutory or punitive damages and penalties, and attorney ’s fees

and costs, as alleged on the face of the petition; and

(2)AAappeals of final rulings and decisions of the

division of workers’ compensation of the Texas Department of

Insurance regarding workers’ compensation claims, regardless of

the amount in controversy.

(d)AAExcept as provided by Subsection (e), a statutory county

court has, concurrent with the county court, the probate

jurisdiction provided by general law for county courts.

(e)AAIn a county that has a statutory probate court, a

statutory probate court is the only county court created by statute

with probate jurisdiction.

(f)AAA statutory county court does not have the jurisdiction

of a statutory probate court granted statutory probate courts by

the Estates Code.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 2, 3, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 431, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 265 (H.B. 7), Sec. 6.002, eff.

2

http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB02878F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/79R/billtext/html/HB00007F.HTM


September 1, 2005.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.02,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 324 (S.B. 1488), Sec. 22.022,

eff. September 1, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.0004.AAPOWERS AND DUTIES. (a) A statutory county

court or its judge may issue writs of injunction, mandamus,

sequestration, attachment, garnishment, certiorari, supersedeas,

and all writs necessary for the enforcement of the jurisdiction of

the court. It may issue writs of habeas corpus in cases where the

offense charged is within the jurisdiction of the court or any court

of inferior jurisdiction in the county.

(b)AAA statutory county court or its judge may punish for

contempt as prescribed by general law.

(c)AAThe judge of a statutory county court has all other

powers, duties, immunities, and privileges provided by law for

county court judges.

(d)AAExcept as provided by Subsection (e), the judge of a

statutory county court has no authority over the county’s

administrative business that is performed by the county judge.

(e)AAThe judge of a statutory county court may be delegated

authority to hear an application under Section 25.052, 26.07, or

61.312, Alcoholic Beverage Code.

(f)AAThe judge of a statutory county court does not have

general supervisory control or appellate review of the

commissioners court.

(g)AAA judge of a statutory county court has the judicial

immunity of a district judge.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 417, Sec. 2, eff. Sept.

1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.03,

eff. January 1, 2012.
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Sec.A25.0005.AAJUDGE’S SALARY. (a)AAA statutory county

court judge, other than a statutory county court judge who engages

in the private practice of law, shall be paid a total annual salary

set by the commissioners court at an amount that is not less than

$1,000 less than the sum of the annual salary as set by the General

Appropriations Act in accordance with Section 659.012 paid to a

district judge with comparable years of service as the statutory

county court judge and any state or county contributions and

supplements paid to a district judge in the county, other than

contributions received as compensation under Section 74.051. A

statutory county court judge’s total annual salary includes any

state or county contributions and supplements paid to the judge.

For purposes of this subsection, the years of service of a statutory

county court judge include any years of service as:

(1)AAan appellate court, district court, multicounty

statutory county court, or statutory probate court justice or

judge; or

(2)AAa district attorney, criminal district attorney,

or county attorney.

(a-1)AAThe minimum salary prescribed by Subsection (a) that

is to be based on the annual salary of a district judge under

Section 659.012(b) becomes effective on the first day of the

county’s fiscal year following the date the statutory county court

judge accrues the years of service required for an increase in

salary under Subsection (a).

(a-2)AANotwithstanding Subsection (a), the maximum annual

salary of a statutory county court judge is $1,000 less than the sum

of the maximum combined annual salary from all state and county

sources paid to a district judge entitled to a salary under Section

659.012(b)(2) and any longevity pay received by a district judge in

accordance with Section 659.0445(d).

(b)AASubject to any salary requirements otherwise imposed by

this chapter for a particular court or county, the commissioners

court sets the salary of each statutory county court judge who

engages in the private practice of law.

(c)AAThe salary shall be paid in:
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(1)AAequal monthly installments; or

(2)AAequal biweekly installments if authorized by the

commissioners court.

(d)AANotwithstanding Section 25.0001(a), this section

prevails over any other law that limits a particular statutory

county court judge to an annual salary of less than the amount

provided by Subsection (a), but does not affect a salary minimum set

by other law that equals or exceeds the amount provided by

Subsection (a).

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1301, Sec.

13(1), eff. October 1, 2007.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1301, Sec.

13(1), eff. October 1, 2007.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1301, Sec.

13(1), eff. October 1, 2007.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 4, eff. Oct. 1,

1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 144, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 30, 1993;

Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 80, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1997,

75th Leg., ch. 1119, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1999, 76th

Leg., ch. 1572, Sec. 1, eff. Oct. 1, 1999; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch.

616, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1301 (S.B. 600), Sec. 1, eff.

October 1, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1301 (S.B. 600), Sec. 13(1),

eff. October 1, 2007.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 194 (S.B. 560), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2013.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1121 (H.B. 2384), Sec. 3, eff.

September 1, 2019.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec. 2.001,

eff. September 1, 2023.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 387, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the
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following section.

Sec.A25.0006.AABOND; REMOVAL. (a)AANotwithstanding any

other law except Subsection (a-4), Subsections (a-1), (a-2), (a-3),

and (a-5) control over a specific provision for a particular court

or county that attempts to create a requirement for a bond or

insurance that conflicts with those subsections.

(a-1)AABefore beginning the duties of the office, the judge

of a statutory county court must execute a bond that:

(1)AAis payable to the treasurer of the county;

(2)AAis in the amount set by the commissioners court of:

(A)AAsubject to Paragraph (B), not less than

$1,000 nor more than $10,000; or

(B)AAfor a judge presiding in the court over

guardianship proceedings, as defined by Section 1002.015, Estates

Code, or over probate proceedings, as defined by Section 22.029,

Estates Code, not less than:

(i)AA$100,000 for a court in a county with a

population of 125,000 or less; or

(ii)AA$250,000 for a court in a county with a

population of more than 125,000; and

(3)AAis conditioned that the judge will:

(A)AAfaithfully perform all duties of office; and

(B)AAfor a judge presiding in the court over

guardianship or probate proceedings, perform the duties required by

the Estates Code.

(a-2)AAThe bond executed as required by Subsection (a-1) must

be approved by the commissioners court.

(a-3)AAIn lieu of the bond required by Subsection

(a-1)(2)(B), a county may elect to obtain insurance against losses

caused by the gross negligence of a judge of a statutory county

court in performing the duties of office.AAThe commissioners court

of a county shall pay the premium for the insurance out of the

general funds of the county.

(a-4)AAThis section does not apply to:

(1)AAa judge of a statutory county court who does not

preside over guardianship proceedings, as defined by Section

1002.015, Estates Code;
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(2)AAa judge of a statutory probate court who executes a

bond, obtains insurance, or self-insures pursuant to Section

25.00231; or

(3)AAa judge who presides over a county criminal court.

(a-5)AAA bond executed under Subsection (a-1) by the judge

elected or appointed to a statutory county court or an insurance

policy obtained under Subsection (a-3) shall provide the same

coverage to a visiting judge assigned to the court or associate

judge appointed to serve the court as the bond or insurance policy

provides to the judge elected or appointed to the court.

(b)AAThe judge of a statutory county court may be removed

from office in the same manner and for the same reasons as a county

judge.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 515 (S.B. 40), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2017.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 521 (S.B. 626), Sec. 66, eff.

September 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 576 (S.B. 615), Sec. 26, eff.

September 1, 2021.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec. 25.0007.AAJURIES; PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE.

(a)AARepealed by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B.

2342), Sec. 34(1), eff. September 1, 2020.

(b)AAPractice in a statutory county court is that prescribed

by law for county courts, except that practice, procedure, rules of

evidence, issuance of process and writs, the drawing of jury

panels, the selection of jurors, and all other matters pertaining

to the conduct of trials and hearings in the statutory county courts

that involve those matters of concurrent jurisdiction with district

courts are governed by the laws and rules pertaining to the district
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courts in the county in which the statutory county court is

located.AAThis section does not affect local rules of

administration adopted under Section 74.093.

(c)AAIn a civil case pending in a statutory county court in

which the matter in controversy exceeds $250,000, the jury shall be

composed of 12 members unless all of the parties agree to a jury

composed of a lesser number of jurors.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 5, eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.04,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 3, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 34(1),

eff. September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.0008.AAFEES. A judge of a statutory county court

shall assess the same fees as are prescribed by law relating to

county judges’ fees. The clerk of the court shall collect the fees

and pay them into the county treasury on collection. A fee may not

be paid to the judge.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.0009.AAVACANCY. (a) The commissioners court of each

county shall appoint a person to fill a vacancy in the office of

judge of a statutory county court.

(b)AAThe appointee holds office until the next general

election and until the successor is elected and has qualified.

(c)AAThis section applies to a vacancy existing on creation

of the office of judge.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.0010.AAFACILITIES; PERSONNEL. (a) The
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commissioners court of each county shall provide the physical

facilities necessary to operate the statutory county court in each

county.

(b)AAThe county attorney or criminal district attorney shall

serve each statutory county court as required by law.

(c)AAA county sheriff shall in person or by deputy attend a

statutory county court as required by the court.

(d)AAThe county clerk shall serve as clerk of each statutory

county court.AAThe court officials shall perform the duties and

responsibilities of their offices and are entitled to the

compensation, fees, and allowances prescribed by law for those

offices.

(e)AAThe judge of a statutory county court may appoint the

personnel necessary for the operation of the court, including a

court coordinator or administrative assistant, if the

commissioners court has approved the creation of the position.

(f)AAThe commissioners court may authorize the employment of

as many additional assistant district attorneys, assistant county

attorneys, deputy sheriffs, and clerks as are necessary for a

statutory county court.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.05,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0011.AASEAL. The seal of each statutory county court

is the same as that provided by law for a county court except that

the seal must contain the name of the statutory county court as it

appears in this chapter.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.0012.AAEXCHANGE OF JUDGES IN CERTAIN COUNTY COURTS

AT LAW AND COUNTY CRIMINAL COURTS. In any county with a population

of more than 300,000, the judge of a county criminal court and the

judge of a county court at law may hold court for or with one
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another. The county criminal court has the necessary civil

jurisdiction to hold court for the county court at law.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec. 25.0014.AAQUALIFICATIONS OF JUDGE.AAThe judge of a

statutory county court must:

(1)AAbe at least 25 years of age;

(2)AAbe a United States citizen and have resided in the

county for at least two years before election or appointment; and

(3)AAbe a licensed attorney in this state who has

practiced law or served as a judge of a court in this state, or both

combined, for the four years preceding election or appointment,

unless otherwise provided for by law.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 6, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.06(a),

eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 25.0015.AASTATE CONTRIBUTION.AA Beginning on the first

day of the state fiscal year, the state shall annually compensate

each county in an amount equal to 60 percent of the state base

salary paid to a district judge as set by the General Appropriations

Act in accordance with Section 659.012(a) for each statutory county

court judge in the county who:

(1)AAdoes not engage in the private practice of law; and

(2)AApresides over a court with at least the

jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 6, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1119, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1,

1997; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1572, Sec. 3, eff. Oct. 1, 1999;

Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 616, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1301 (S.B. 600), Sec. 2, eff.

October 1, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1301 (S.B. 600), Sec. 13(2),

eff. October 1, 2007.
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Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1121 (H.B. 2384), Sec. 4, eff.

September 1, 2019.

Sec. 25.0016.AATERMS OF COURT; TERMS AND SESSIONS OF COURT

FOLLOWING CERTAIN DISASTERS. (a)AAThe commissioners court, by

order, shall set at least two terms a year for the statutory county

court.

(b)AANotwithstanding any other law, if a disaster, as defined

by Section 418.004, precludes a statutory county court from holding

its terms in accordance with the order of the commissioners court,

the presiding judge of the administrative judicial region, with the

approval of the judge of the affected statutory county court, may

designate the terms and sessions of court.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.07(a), eff. January 1, 2012.

Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 507 (S.B. 40), Sec. 5, eff.

June 7, 2019.

Sec. 25.00161.AAPRIVATE PRACTICE OF LAW.AAThe regular judge

of a statutory county court shall diligently discharge the duties

of the office on a full-time basis and may not engage in the private

practice of law.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.07(a), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0017.AAVISITING JUDGE TO TAKE OATH. (a) A person

who is a retired or former judge shall, before accepting an

assignment as a visiting judge of a statutory county court, take the

oath of office required by the constitution and file the oath with

the regional presiding judge.

(b)AAA regional presiding judge shall maintain a file

containing the oaths of office filed with the judge under

Subsection (a).

(c)AAA retired or former judge may be assigned as a visiting

judge of a statutory county court only if the judge has filed with

the regional presiding judge an oath of office as required by this
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section.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 456, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1995;

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 782, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. Amended

by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 960, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Sec.A25.0018.AARECORD. (a) When a retired or former judge

is appointed as a visiting judge, the clerk shall enter in the

administrative file as a part of the proceedings in the cause a

record that gives the visiting judge’s name and shows that:

(1)AAthe judge of the court was disqualified, absent,

or disabled to try the cause;

(2)AAthe visiting judge was appointed; and

(3)AAthe oath of office prescribed by law for a retired

or former judge who is appointed as a visiting judge was duly

administered to the visiting judge and filed with the regional

presiding judge.

(b)AA"Administrative file" means a file kept by the court

clerk for the court’s administrative orders and assigned a cause

number.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 456, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1995;

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 782, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. Amended

by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 960, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts

2001, 77th Leg., ch. 469, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 25.0019.AALOCATION OF PROCEEDINGS FOLLOWING CERTAIN

DISASTERS. (a) Repealed by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 507

(S.B. 40), Sec. 17, eff. June 7, 2019.

(b)AANotwithstanding any other law, including a specific

provision in this chapter for a particular court or county that

requires a statutory county court to conduct its proceedings at the

county seat, if a disaster, as defined by Section 418.004,

precludes a statutory county court in that county from conducting

its proceedings at the county seat, the presiding judge of the

administrative judicial region, with the approval of the judge of

the affected statutory county court, may designate for the

proceedings an alternate location:

(1)AAin the county; or

12

http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/html/SB00040F.HTM
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=418.004


(2)AAoutside the county at the location the presiding

judge determines is closest in proximity to the county seat that

allows the court to safely and practicably conduct its proceedings,

provided the presiding judge of the administrative judicial region

for the designated location approves if that presiding judge is not

the presiding judge making the designation.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1076 (H.B. 2766), Sec. 2,

eff. June 15, 2007.

Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 507 (S.B. 40), Sec. 6, eff.

June 7, 2019.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 507 (S.B. 40), Sec. 17, eff.

June 7, 2019.

Sec. 25.0020.AAAPPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL IN CERTAIN APPEALS.

(a) On a written application of any party to an eviction suit, the

county court or county court at law in which an appeal of the suit is

filed may appoint any qualified attorney who is willing to provide

pro bono services in the matter or counsel from a list provided by a

pro bono legal services program of counsel willing to be appointed

to handle appeals under this section to attend to the cause of a

party who:

(1)AAwas in possession of the residence at the time the

eviction suit was filed in the justice court; and

(2)AAhas perfected the appeal on a pauper’s affidavit

approved in accordance with Rule 749a, Texas Rules of Civil

Procedure.

(b)AAThe appointed counsel shall represent the individual in

the proceedings of the suit in the county court or county court at

law.AAAt the conclusion of those proceedings, the appointment

terminates.

(c)AAThe court may terminate representation appointed under

this section for cause.

(d)AAAppointed counsel may not receive attorney’s fees

unless the recovery of attorney ’s fees is provided for by contract,

statute, common law, court rules, or other regulations.AAThe county

is not responsible for payment of attorney ’s fees to appointed
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counsel.

(e)AAThe court shall provide for a method of service of

written notice on the parties to an eviction suit of the right to

request an appointment of counsel on perfection of appeal on

approval of a pauper’s affidavit.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1183 (H.B. 3637), Sec. 6,

eff. September 1, 2009.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1351 (S.B. 408), Sec. 4,

eff. September 1, 2009.

SUBCHAPTER B. GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO STATUTORY PROBATE

COURTS

Sec.A25.0021.AAJURISDICTION. (a) If this section conflicts

with a specific provision for a particular statutory probate court

or county, the specific provision controls, except that this

section controls over a specific provision for a particular court

or county if the specific provision attempts to create jurisdiction

in a statutory probate court other than jurisdiction over probate,

guardianship, mental health, or eminent domain proceedings.

(b)AAA statutory probate court as that term is defined in

Section 22.007(c), Estates Code, has:

(1)AAthe general jurisdiction of a probate court as

provided by the Estates Code; and

(2)AAthe jurisdiction provided by law for a county

court to hear and determine actions, cases, matters, or proceedings

instituted under:

(A)AASection 166.046, 192.027, 193.007, 552.015,

552.019, 711.004, or 714.003, Health and Safety Code;

(B)AAChapter 462, Health and Safety Code; or

(C)AASubtitle C or D, Title 7, Health and Safety

Code.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 635, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.

1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 324 (S.B. 1488), Sec. 22.023,
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eff. September 1, 2017.

Sec.A25.00211.AASTATE CONTRIBUTION. (a) Beginning on the

first day of the state fiscal year, the state shall annually

compensate each county in an amount equal to 60 percent of the

annual base salary the state pays to a district judge as set by the

General Appropriations Act in accordance with Section 659.012(a)

for each statutory probate court judge in the county.

(b)AAThe amount shall be paid to the county treasury for

deposit in the contributions fund created under Section 25.00213 in

equal monthly installments from funds appropriated from the

judicial fund.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1572, Sec. 2, eff. Oct. 1, 1999.

Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1443, Sec. 1, eff. June 17,

2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B. 41), Sec. 2.02, eff.

January 1, 2022.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec. 2.01,

eff. September 1, 2021.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec.A25.00212.AAEXCESS CONTRIBUTIONS. (a)AAAt the end of

each state fiscal year, the comptroller shall determine the amounts

deposited in the judicial fund by statutory probate courts and the

sum of the amount paid under Section 25.0022(e) and the total

amounts paid to the counties under Section 25.00211.AAIf the total

amount deposited in the judicial fund by statutory probate courts

in all counties exceeds that sum, the state shall remit the excess

proportionately to each county that deposited a greater amount in

the judicial fund by statutory probate court than the amount the

county was paid under Section 25.00211, as adjusted in an equitable

manner to reflect the differences in the total amounts paid to the

counties under Section 25.00211.
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(b)AAThe amounts remitted under Subsection (a) shall be paid

to the county treasury for deposit in the contributions fund

created under Section 25.00213.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1572, Sec. 2, eff. Oct. 1, 1999.

Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1263, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1,

2001; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1443, Sec. 2, eff. June 17, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 718 (H.B. 2359), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2007.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B. 41), Sec. 2.03, eff.

January 1, 2022.

Sec.A25.00213.AACONTRIBUTIONS FUND. (a)AAA contributions

fund is created in the county treasury of each county that receives

funds under Section 25.00212.

(b)AAMoney in a contributions fund created under this section

may be used only for court-related purposes for the support of the

statutory probate courts in the county, including for the payment

of the compensation of a statutory probate court associate judge in

accordance with Section 54.605.

(c)AAA county may not reduce the amount of funds provided for

the support of the statutory probate courts in the county because of

the availability of funds from the county’s contributions fund.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1443, Sec. 3, eff. June 17, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 400 (S.B. 821), Sec. 1, eff.

June 15, 2007.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B. 41), Sec. 2.04, eff.

January 1, 2022.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec.A25.0022.AAADMINISTRATION OF STATUTORY PROBATE COURTS.

(a)AA"Statutory probate court" has the meaning assigned by Chapter

22, Estates Code.
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(b)AAThe judges of the statutory probate courts shall elect

from their number a presiding judge of the statutory probate

courts. The presiding judge serves a four-year term from the date

of qualification as the presiding judge.

(c)AAThe presiding judge may perform the acts necessary to

carry out this section and to improve the management of the

statutory probate courts and the administration of justice.

(d)AAThe presiding judge shall:

(1)AAensure the promulgation of local rules of

administration in accordance with policies and guidelines set by

the supreme court;

(2)AAadvise local statutory probate court judges on

case flow management practices and auxiliary court services;

(3)AAperform a duty of a local administrative statutory

probate court judge if the local administrative judge does not

perform that duty;

(4)AAappoint an assistant presiding judge of the

statutory probate courts;

(5)AAcall and preside over annual meetings of the

judges of the statutory probate courts at a time and place in the

state as designated by the presiding judge;

(6)AAcall and convene other meetings of the judges of

the statutory probate courts as considered necessary by the

presiding judge to promote the orderly and efficient administration

of justice in the statutory probate courts;

(7)AAstudy available statistics reflecting the

condition of the dockets of the probate courts in the state to

determine the need for the assignment of judges under this section;

(8)AAcompare local rules of court to achieve uniformity

of rules to the extent practical and consistent with local

conditions;

(9)AAassign or order the clerk who serves the statutory

probate courts to randomly assign a judge or former or retired judge

of a statutory probate court to hear a case under Section

25.002201(a) or 25.00255, as applicable; and

(10)AArequire the local administrative judge for

statutory probate courts in a county to ensure that all statutory
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probate courts in the county comply with Chapter 37.

(e)AAIn addition to all other compensation, expenses, and

perquisites authorized by law, the presiding judge shall be paid

for performing the duties of a presiding judge an annual salary

equal to the maximum salary authorized by Section 74.051(b) for a

presiding judge of an administrative judicial region.AAThe

presiding judge is entitled to receive reasonable expenses incurred

in administering those duties.AAThe state shall pay $5,000 of the

salary in equal monthly installments from amounts deposited in the

judicial fund and appropriated for that purpose, and the remainder

of the salary and expenses is paid by the counties that have

statutory probate courts, apportioned according to the number of

statutory probate courts in the county.

(f)AAEach county pays annually to the presiding judge, from

fees collected pursuant to Section 118.052(2)(A)(vi), Local

Government Code, the amount of the salary apportioned to it as

provided by this section and the other expenses authorized by this

section. The presiding judge shall place each county’s payment of

salary and other expenses in an administrative fund, from which the

salary and other expenses are paid. The salary shall be paid in

equal monthly installments.

(g)AAThe assistant presiding judge may assign probate judges

as provided by this section and perform the office of presiding

judge:

(1)AAon the death or resignation of the presiding judge

and until a successor presiding judge is elected; or

(2)AAwhen the presiding judge is unable to perform the

duties of the office because of absence, disqualification,

disabling illness, or other incapacity.

(h)AASubject to Section 25.002201, a judge or a former or

retired judge of a statutory probate court may be assigned by the

presiding judge of the statutory probate courts to hold court in a

statutory probate court, a county court, or any statutory court

exercising probate jurisdiction when:

(1)AAa statutory probate judge requests assignment of

another judge to the judge’s court;

(2)AAa statutory probate judge is absent, disabled, or
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disqualified for any reason;

(3)AAa statutory probate judge is present or is trying

cases as authorized by the constitution and laws of this state and

the condition of the court’s docket makes it necessary to appoint an

additional judge;

(4)AAthe office of a statutory probate judge is vacant;

(5)AAthe presiding judge of an administrative judicial

district requests the assignment of a statutory probate judge to

hear a probate matter in a county court or statutory county court;

(6)AAthe statutory probate judge is recused or

disqualified as described by Section 25.002201(a);

(7)AAa county court judge requests the assignment of a

statutory probate judge to hear a probate matter in the county

court; or

(8)AAa local administrative statutory probate court

judge requests the assignment of a statutory probate judge to hear a

matter in a statutory probate court.

(i)AAA judge assigned under this section has the

jurisdiction, powers, and duties given by Sections 32.001, 32.002,

32.003, 32.005, 32.006, 32.007, 34.001, 1022.001, 1022.002,

1022.003, 1022.005, 1022.006, and 1022.007, Estates Code, to

statutory probate court judges by general law.

(j)AAExcept as otherwise provided by this section, the

salary, compensation, and expenses of a judge assigned under this

section are paid in accordance with state law.

(k)AAThe daily compensation of a former or retired judge for

purposes of this section is set at an amount equal to the daily

compensation of a judge of a statutory probate court in the county

in which the former or retired judge is assigned. A former or

retired judge assigned to a county that does not have a statutory

probate court shall be paid an amount equal to the daily

compensation of a judge of a statutory probate court in the county

where the assigned judge was last elected.

(l)AAAn assigned judge is entitled to receive reasonable and

necessary expenses for travel, lodging, and food. The assigned

judge shall furnish the presiding judge, for certification, an

accounting of those expenses with a statement of the number of days

19

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=25.002201
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=32.001
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=32.002
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=32.003
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=32.005
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=32.006
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=32.007
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=34.001
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=1022.001
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=1022.002
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=1022.003
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=1022.005
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=1022.006
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ES&Value=1022.007


the judge served.

(m)AAThe presiding judge shall certify to the county judge in

the county in which the assigned judge served:

(1)AAthe expenses approved under Subsection (l); and

(2)AAa determination of the assigned judge’s salary.

(n)AAA judge who has jurisdiction over a suit pending in one

county may, unless a party objects, conduct any of the judicial

proceedings except the trial on the merits in a different county.

(o)AAThe county in which the assigned judge served shall pay

out of the general fund of the county:

(1)AAexpenses certified under Subsection (m) to the

assigned judge; and

(2)AAthe salary certified under Subsection (m) to the

county in which the assigned judge serves, or, if the assigned judge

is a former or retired judge, to the assigned judge.

(p)AAIn addition to all compensation and expenses authorized

by this section and other law, a judge who is assigned to a court

outside the county of the judge’s residence is entitled to receive

$25 for each day or fraction of a day served. The county in which

the judge served shall pay the additional compensation from the

county’s general fund on certification by the presiding judge.

(q)AAWhen required to attend an annual or special meeting

prescribed by this section, a judge is entitled to receive, in

addition to all other compensation allowed by law, actual and

necessary travel expenses incurred going to and returning from the

place of the meeting and actual and necessary expenses while

attending the meeting. On certification by the presiding judge,

the judge’s county of residence shall pay the expenses from the

county’s general fund.

(r)AAChapter 74 and Subchapter I, Chapter 75, do not apply to

the assignment under this section of statutory probate court

judges.

(s)AAThe presiding judge may appoint any special or standing

committees of statutory probate court judges necessary or desirable

for court management and administration.

(t)AATo be eligible for assignment under this section, a

former or retired judge of a statutory probate court must:
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(1)AAnot have been removed from office;

(2)AAcertify under oath to the presiding judge, on a

form prescribed by the state board of regional judges, that:

(A)AAthe judge has not been publicly reprimanded

or censured by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct; and

(B)AAthe judge:

(i)AAdid not resign or retire from office

after the State Commission on Judicial Conduct notified the judge

of the commencement of a full investigation into an allegation or

appearance of misconduct or disability of the judge as provided in

Section 33.022 and before the final disposition of that

investigation; or

(ii)AAif the judge did resign from office

under circumstances described by Subparagraph (i), was not publicly

reprimanded or censured as a result of the investigation;

(3)AAannually demonstrate that the judge has completed

in the past state fiscal year the educational requirements for an

active statutory probate court judge;

(4)AAhave served as an active judge for at least 72

months in a district, statutory probate, statutory county, or

appellate court; and

(5)AAhave developed substantial experience in the

judge’s area of specialty.

(t-1)AARepealed by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 383 (H.B.

103), Sec. 5, eff. September 1, 2023.

(u)AAIn addition to the eligibility requirements under

Subsection (t), to be eligible for assignment under this section in

the judge’s county of residence, a former or retired judge of a

statutory probate court must certify to the presiding judge a

willingness not to:

(1)AAappear and plead as an attorney in any court in the

judge’s county of residence for a period of two years; and

(2)AAaccept appointment as a guardian ad litem,

guardian of the estate of an incapacitated person, or guardian of

the person of an incapacitated person in any court in the judge’s

county of residence for a period of two years.

(v)AAA judge who is assigned under this section to a court in
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a county other than the county in which the judge serves is not an

employee of the other county.

(w)AAA former or retired judge who is assigned under this

section is not an employee of the county in which the assigned court

is located.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.03(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1101, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 28,

1989; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 691, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993;

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 298, Sec. 1, 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts

1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1064, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1997,

75th Leg., ch. 1435, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2001, 77th

Leg., ch. 65, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch.

440, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 468, Sec.

1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 820, Sec. 1, eff.

Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1276, Sec. 9.002, eff.

Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 718 (H.B. 2359), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1206 (S.B. 683), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1263 (H.B. 764), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1351 (S.B. 408), Sec. 12(d),

eff. September 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1085 (S.B. 1196), Sec. 40,

eff. September 1, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1338 (S.B. 1198), Sec. 1.41,

eff. September 1, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.08,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 (H.B. 1438), Sec. 32,

eff. September 1, 2015.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1223 (S.B. 1876), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2015.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 324 (S.B. 1488), Sec. 22.024,
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eff. September 1, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec. 14.01,

eff. September 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B. 41), Sec. 2.05, eff.

January 1, 2022.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 383 (H.B. 103), Sec. 5, eff.

September 1, 2023.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec. 25.002201.AAASSIGNMENT OF JUDGE ON RECUSAL OR

DISQUALIFICATION. (a)AAExcept as provided by Subsection (b), not

later than the 15th day after the date an order of recusal or

disqualification of a statutory probate court judge is issued in a

case, the presiding judge shall assign a statutory probate court

judge or a former or retired judge of a statutory probate court to

hear the case if:

(1)AAthe judge of the statutory probate court recused

himself or herself under Section 25.00255(g)(1)(A);

(2)AAthe judge of the statutory probate court

disqualified himself or herself under Section 25.00255(g-1);

(3)AAthe order was issued under Section

25.00255(i-3)(1); or

(4)AAthe presiding judge receives notice and a request

for assignment from the clerk of the statutory probate court under

Section 25.00255(l).

(b)AAIf the judge who is the subject of an order of recusal or

disqualification is the presiding judge of the statutory probate

courts, the chief justice of the supreme court shall assign a

statutory probate judge or a former or retired judge of a statutory

probate court to hear the case.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 , Sec.

37(3), eff. September 1, 2015.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1206 (S.B. 683), Sec. 2,

eff. September 1, 2009.
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Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 (H.B. 1438), Sec. 33,

eff. September 1, 2015.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 (H.B. 1438), Sec. 37(3),

eff. September 1, 2015.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1141 (H.B. 2782), Sec. 45,

eff. September 1, 2019.

Sec.A25.00221.AAVISITING JUDGE TO TAKE OATH; RECORD. (a)

This section applies to the assignment of a retired or former judge

as a visiting judge of a statutory probate court under Section

25.0022.

(b)AAA person who is a retired or former judge shall, before

accepting an assignment as a visiting judge of a statutory probate

court, take the oath of office required by the constitution and file

the oath with the presiding judge of the statutory probate courts.

(c)AAThe presiding judge shall maintain a file containing the

oaths of office filed with the judge under Subsection (b).

(d)AAA retired or former judge may be assigned as a visiting

judge of a statutory probate court only if the judge has filed with

the presiding judge an oath of office as required by this section.

(e)AAWhen a retired or former judge is appointed as a

visiting judge, the clerk shall enter in the administrative file as

a part of the proceedings in the cause a record that gives the

visiting judge’s name and shows that:

(1)AAthe judge of the court was disqualified, absent,

or disabled to try the cause;

(2)AAthe visiting judge was appointed; and

(3)AAthe oath of office prescribed by law for a retired

or former judge who is appointed as a visiting judge was duly

administered to the visiting judge and filed with the presiding

judge.

(f)AA"Administrative file" means a file kept by the court

clerk for the court’s administrative orders and assigned a cause

number.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 960, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 469, Sec. 2, 3, eff. Sept. 1,
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2001.

Sec.A25.00222.AATRANSFER OF CASES. (a) The judge of a

statutory probate court may transfer a cause of action pending in

that court to another statutory probate court in the same county

that has jurisdiction over the cause of action that is transferred.

(b)AAIf the judge of a statutory probate court that has

jurisdiction over a cause of action appertaining to or incident to

an estate pending in the statutory probate court determines that

the court no longer has jurisdiction over the cause of action, the

judge may transfer that cause of action to:

(1)AAa district court, county court, statutory county

court, or justice court located in the same county that has

jurisdiction over the cause of action that is transferred; or

(2)AAthe court from which the cause of action was

transferred to the statutory probate court under Section 34.001 or

1022.007, Estates Code.

(c)AAWhen a cause of action is transferred from a statutory

probate court to another court as provided by Subsection (a) or (b),

all processes, writs, bonds, recognizances, or other obligations

issued from the statutory probate court are returnable to the court

to which the cause of action is transferred as if originally issued

by that court. The obligees in all bonds and recognizances taken in

and for the statutory probate court, and all witnesses summoned to

appear in the statutory probate court, are required to appear

before the court to which the cause of action is transferred as if

originally required to appear before the court to which the

transfer is made.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 71, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 64, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Renumbered from Government Code Sec. 25.00221 by Acts 2003, 78th

Leg., ch. 1275, Sec. 2(55), eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 324 (S.B. 1488), Sec. 22.025,

eff. September 1, 2017.

Sec.A25.0023.AACOMPENSATION OF PROBATE COURT JUDGES.
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(a)AAThe commissioners court shall set the total annual salary of

each judge of a statutory probate court at an amount that is at

least equal to the sum of the annual salary as set by the General

Appropriations Act in accordance with Section 659.012 paid to a

district judge with comparable years of service as the statutory

probate court judge and any state or county contributions and

supplements paid to a district judge in the county, other than

contributions received as compensation under Section 74.051. A

statutory probate court judge’s total annual salary includes any

state or county contributions and supplements paid to the judge,

other than contributions paid under Section 25.0022(e). For

purposes of this subsection, the years of service of a statutory

probate court judge include any years of service as:

(1)AAan appellate court, district court, multicounty

statutory county court, or statutory county court justice or judge;

or

(2)AAa district attorney, criminal district attorney,

or county attorney.

(a-1)AAThe minimum salary prescribed by Subsection (a) that

is to be based on the annual salary of a district judge under

Section 659.012(b) becomes effective on the first day of the

county’s fiscal year following the date the judge accrues the years

of service required for an increase in salary under Subsection (a).

(a-2)AANotwithstanding Subsection (a), the maximum annual

salary of a statutory probate court judge is $1,000 less than the

sum of the maximum combined annual salary from all state and county

sources paid to a district judge entitled to a salary under Section

659.012(b)(2) and any longevity pay received by a district judge in

accordance with Section 659.0445(d).

(b)AANotwithstanding any other law and in addition to the

judge’s annual salary, the commissioners court annually shall pay a

judge of a statutory probate court who has continuously served as a

judge of a statutory probate court or a statutory county court since

August 31, 1995, an additional amount equal to the amount of benefit

replacement pay a district judge is entitled to receive from the

state under Subchapter H, Chapter 659, for equivalent continuous

service.
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(c)AAThe commissioners court monthly shall pay a statutory

probate court judge who has served as a judge of a statutory probate

court or a statutory county court for at least 16 years longevity

pay in an amount equal to the amount of longevity pay a district

judge is entitled to receive from the state for equivalent years of

service.AAThe longevity pay is in addition to the judge’s monthly

salary.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 426, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.

1, 2001; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1276, Sec. 9.0025, eff. Sept. 1,

2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 609 (H.B. 765), Sec. 1, eff.

June 19, 2009.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1121 (H.B. 2384), Sec. 5, eff.

September 1, 2019.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec. 2.002,

eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec. 25.00231.AABOND; INSURANCE. (a) This section controls

over a specific provision for a particular court or county that

attempts to create a requirement for a bond or insurance that

conflicts with this section.

(b)AABefore beginning the duties of office, a judge of a

statutory probate court must execute a bond that is:

(1)AApayable to the county treasurer or other person

performing the duties of county treasurer;

(2)AAin the amount of $500,000;

(3)AAconditioned on the faithful performance of the

duties of the office; and

(4)AAapproved by the commissioners court.

(c)AAIn lieu of the bond required by Subsection (b), a county

may elect to obtain insurance or to self-insure in the amount

required by Subsection (b) against losses caused by the statutory

probate court judge’s gross negligence in performing the duties of

office.

(d)AAThe commissioners court of a county shall pay the
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premium for the bond or insurance required by this section out of

the general funds of the county.

(e)AAThis section does not apply to an assigned or visiting

judge sitting by assignment in a statutory probate court.

(f)AANotwithstanding Subsection (e), a bond executed under

Subsection (b) by the judge elected or appointed to a statutory

probate court or an insurance policy obtained under Subsection (c)

shall provide the same coverage to a visiting judge assigned to the

court or to an associate judge appointed by the court as the bond or

insurance policy provides to the judge elected or appointed to the

court.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 331 (H.B. 2967), Sec. 1,

eff. October 1, 2007.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.09,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 521 (S.B. 626), Sec. 67, eff.

September 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 576 (S.B. 615), Sec. 27, eff.

September 1, 2021.

Sec.A25.0024.AACOURT COORDINATORS, ADMINISTRATIVE

ASSISTANTS, AND AUDITORS FOR STATUTORY PROBATE COURTS. (a) A judge

of a statutory probate court shall hire with the approval of the

commissioners court through the county budget process a court

coordinator, an administrative assistant, and an auditor for the

court.

(b)AACourt personnel employed under this section are

entitled to receive a salary set by the commissioners court. The

county shall pay the salary in the same manner that other county

employees are paid.

(c)AACourt personnel employed under this section are

entitled to receive the same employment benefits, in addition to

salary, that other county employees receive.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 597, Sec. 68, eff. Sept.

1, 1991; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 410, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.
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Sec.A25.0025.AACOURT INVESTIGATORS. (a) The judge of a

statutory probate court shall appoint a court investigator. One

person shall serve as the court investigator for all statutory

probate courts in the county unless the commissioners court has

authorized additional investigators. The commissioners court may

authorize additional court investigators if necessary.

(b)AAThe commissioners court shall set the salary of a court

investigator.

(c)AAto (e). Repealed by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 1039, Sec.

72, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 905, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 1039, Sec. 72, eff. Sept. 1,

1995.

Sec. 25.00251.AAPUBLIC PROBATE ADMINISTRATOR. (a) A

statutory probate court judge, with the concurrence of the

commissioners court, may appoint a public probate administrator for

the county in which the statutory probate court is located. One

person shall serve as the public probate administrator for all

statutory probate courts in the county unless the commissioners

court has authorized additional public probate administrators.

(b)AAIf a county has more than one statutory probate court,

the presiding judges of all of the statutory probate courts located

in the county shall designate, by a majority vote, a specific

statutory probate court judge to appoint and administer the office

of the public probate administrator in that county.AA If the

statutory probate court judges cannot, by a majority vote,

determine which statutory probate court judge shall appoint and

administer the office of the public probate administrator in that

county, the chief presiding statutory probate court judge shall

cast the tiebreaking vote to decide which statutory probate court

judge shall appoint and administer the office of the public probate

administrator in that county.

(c)AAThe public probate administrator may be a person, a

charitable organization, or any other suitable entity.

(d)AAThe commissioners court shall set the compensation of
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the public probate administrator.

(e)AAThe public probate administrator, with the consent of

and at salaries set by the commissioners court, may employ

assistants, deputies, clerks, and any other employees as necessary

to carry out Chapter 455, Estates Code.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 671 (H.B. 1755), Sec. 1,

eff. January 1, 2014.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec.A25.00255.AARECUSAL OR DISQUALIFICATION OF JUDGE.

(a)AANotwithstanding any conflicting provision in the Texas Rules

of Civil Procedure, Rules 18a and 18b, Texas Rules of Civil

Procedure, apply to the recusal and disqualification of a statutory

probate court judge except as otherwise provided by this section or

another provision of this subchapter. The presiding judge:

(1)AAhas the authority and shall perform the functions

and duties of the presiding judge of the administrative judicial

region under the rules, including the duty to hear or rule on a

referred motion of recusal or disqualification or, subject to

Subdivisions (2) and (3), assign a judge to hear and rule on a

referred motion of recusal or disqualification;

(2)AAmay assign a presiding judge of the administrative

judicial region to hear and rule on a referred motion of recusal or

disqualification only with the consent of the presiding judge of

the administrative judicial region;

(3)AAmay not assign a judge of a statutory probate court

located in the same county as the statutory probate court served by

the judge who is the subject of the motion of recusal or

disqualification; and

(4)AAif the presiding judge is the subject of the motion

of recusal or disqualification, shall sign and file with the clerk

an order referring the motion to the chief justice of the supreme

court for assignment of a presiding judge of an administrative

judicial region, a statutory probate court judge, or a former or
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retired judge of a statutory probate court to hear and rule on the

motion, subject to Subdivisions (2) and (3).

(a-1)AANotwithstanding Rule 18a(h), Texas Rules of Civil

Procedure, or any other conflicting provision of the rules, the

judge who hears a motion of recusal or disqualification, after

notice and hearing, may:

(1)AAorder the party or attorney who filed the motion,

or both, to pay the reasonable attorney’s fees and expenses

incurred by another party if the judge determines that the motion

was:

(A)AAgroundless and filed in bad faith or for the

purpose of harassment; or

(B)AAclearly brought for unnecessary delay and

without sufficient cause; and

(2)AAenjoin the movant from filing other recusal

motions in the case without the prior written consent of the

presiding judge of the statutory probate courts.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 , Sec.

37(2), eff. September 1, 2015.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 , Sec.

37(2), eff. September 1, 2015.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 , Sec.

37(2), eff. September 1, 2015.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 , Sec.

37(2), eff. September 1, 2015.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 , Sec.

37(2), eff. September 1, 2015.

(g)AAA judge who recuses himself or herself:

(1)AAshall enter an order of recusal and:

(A)AAif the judge serves a statutory probate court

located in a county with only one statutory probate court, request

that the presiding judge assign a judge under Section 25.002201 to

hear the case; or

(B)AAsubject to Subsection (l), if the judge

serves a statutory probate court located in a county with more than

one statutory probate court, request that the presiding judge order

the clerk who serves the statutory probate courts in that county to
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randomly reassign the case to a judge of one of the other statutory

probate courts located in the county; and

(2)AAmay not take other action in the case except for

good cause stated in the order in which the action is taken.

(g-1)AAA judge who disqualifies himself or herself:

(1)AAshall enter an order of disqualification and:

(A)AAif the judge serves a statutory probate court

located in a county with only one statutory probate court, request

that the presiding judge assign a judge under Section 25.002201 to

hear the case; or

(B)AAsubject to Subsection (l), if the judge

serves a statutory probate court located in a county with more than

one statutory probate court, request that the presiding judge order

the clerk who serves the statutory probate courts in that county to

randomly reassign the case to a judge of one of the other statutory

probate courts; and

(2)AAmay not take other action in the case.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 , Sec.

37(2), eff. September 1, 2015.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 , Sec.

37(2), eff. September 1, 2015.

(i-1)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 ,

Sec. 37(2), eff. September 1, 2015.

(i-2)AAA judge who hears a motion for recusal or

disqualification may also hear any amended or supplemented motion

for recusal or disqualification filed in the case.

(i-3)AAIf a motion for recusal or disqualification is

granted, the presiding judge shall transfer the case to another

court or assign another judge to the case and:

(1)AAif the judge subject to recusal or

disqualification serves a statutory probate court located in a

county with only one statutory probate court, the presiding judge

or judge assigned to decide the motion shall enter an order of

recusal or disqualification, as appropriate, and request that the

presiding judge assign a judge under Section 25.002201 to hear the

case; or

(2)AAsubject to Subsection (l), if the judge subject to
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recusal or disqualification serves a statutory probate court

located in a county with more than one statutory probate court, the

presiding judge or judge assigned to decide the motion shall enter

an order of recusal or disqualification, as appropriate, and

request that the clerk who serves the statutory probate courts in

that county randomly reassign the case to a judge of one of the

other statutory probate courts located in the county.

(i-4)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 ,

Sec. 37(2), eff. September 1, 2015.

(i-5)AAA judge assigned to hear a motion for recusal or

disqualification is entitled to receive the same salary,

compensation, and expenses, and to be paid in the same manner and

from the same fund, as a judge otherwise assigned under Section

25.0022.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 , Sec.

37(2), eff. September 1, 2015.

(k)AAA party may file a motion for sanctions alleging that

another party in the case filed a motion for the recusal or

disqualification of a judge solely to delay the case and without

sufficient cause.AAThe presiding judge of the administrative

judicial district or the judge assigned to hear the motion for

recusal may approve a motion for sanctions authorized by Rule

215.2(b), Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.

(l)AAIf a clerk of a statutory probate court is unable to

reassign a case as requested under Subsection (g)(1)(B),

(g-1)(1)(B), or (i-3)(2) because the other statutory probate court

judges in the county have been recused or disqualified or are

otherwise unavailable to hear the case, the clerk shall immediately

notify the presiding judge and request that the presiding judge

assign a judge under Section 25.002201 to hear the case.

(m)AAThe clerk of a statutory probate court shall immediately

notify and provide to the presiding judge of the statutory probate

courts a copy of an order of recusal or disqualification issued with

respect to the judge of the statutory probate court.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1435, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1420, Sec. 9.0011, eff. Sept.

1, 2001.

33

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=25.0022
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=25.002201


Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1297 (S.B. 406), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1206 (S.B. 683), Sec. 3, eff.

September 1, 2009.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 (H.B. 1438), Sec. 34,

eff. September 1, 2015.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1031 (H.B. 1438), Sec. 37(2),

eff. September 1, 2015.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1141 (H.B. 2782), Sec. 46,

eff. September 1, 2019.

Sec. 25.00256.AATERTIARY RECUSAL MOTION AGAINST JUDGE. (a)

In this section, "tertiary recusal motion" means a third or

subsequent motion for recusal or disqualification filed in a case

against any statutory probate court judge by the same party.AAThe

term includes any third or subsequent motion filed in the case by

the same party, regardless of whether that motion is filed against a

different judge than the judge or judges against whom the previous

motions for recusal or disqualification were filed.

(b)AAA judge who declines recusal after a tertiary recusal

motion is filed shall comply with applicable rules of procedure for

recusal and disqualification except that the judge shall continue

to:

(1)AApreside over the case;

(2)AAsign orders in the case; and

(3)AAmove the case to final disposition as though a

tertiary recusal motion had not been filed.

(c)AAA judge hearing a tertiary recusal motion against

another judge who denies the motion shall award reasonable and

necessary attorney’s fees and costs to the party opposing the

motion.AAThe party making the motion and the attorney for the party

are jointly and severally liable for the award of fees and

costs.AAThe fees and costs must be paid before the 31st day after

the date the order denying the tertiary recusal motion is rendered

unless the order is properly superseded.

(d)AAThe denial of a tertiary recusal motion is only
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reviewable on appeal from final judgment.

(e)AAIf a tertiary recusal motion is finally sustained, the

new judge for the case shall vacate all orders signed by the sitting

judge during the pendency of the tertiary recusal motion.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1297 (S.B. 406), Sec. 2,

eff. September 1, 2007.

Sec.A25.0026.AAPOWERS AND DUTIES. (a) A statutory probate

court or its judge may issue writs of injunction, mandamus,

sequestration, attachment, garnishment, certiorari, supersedeas,

and all writs necessary for the enforcement of the jurisdiction of

the court. It may issue writs of habeas corpus in cases in which the

offense charged is within the jurisdiction of the court or any court

of inferior jurisdiction in the county.

(b)AAA statutory probate court or its judge may punish for

contempt as prescribed by general law.

(c)AAThe judge of a statutory probate court has all other

powers, duties, immunities, and privileges provided by law for

county court judges.

(d)AAThe judge of a statutory probate court has no authority

over the county’s administrative business that is performed by the

county judge.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 2, eff. Aug. 26, 1991;

Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 7, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Sec. 25.0027.AAJURIES; PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE.AAThe drawing

of jury panels, selection of jurors, and practice in the statutory

probate courts must conform to that prescribed by law for county

courts, except that practice, procedure, rules of evidence,

issuance of process and writs, juries, including the number of

jurors provided the parties to a proceeding may agree to try a

particular case with fewer than 12 jurors, and all other matters

pertaining to the conduct of trials and hearings in the statutory

probate courts involving those matters of concurrent jurisdiction

with district courts are governed by the laws and rules pertaining

to district courts.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 391, Sec. 2, eff. Aug. 26, 1991.
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Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 521 (S.B. 626), Sec. 68, eff.

September 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 576 (S.B. 615), Sec. 28, eff.

September 1, 2021.

Sec.A25.0029.AAFEES. A judge of a statutory probate court

shall assess the same fees as are prescribed by law relating to

county judges’ fees. The clerk of the court shall collect the fees

and pay them into the county treasury on collection. A fee may not

be paid to the judge.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 2, eff. Aug. 26, 1991.

Sec.A25.0030.AAFACILITIES; PERSONNEL. (a) The

commissioners court of each county shall provide the physical

facilities necessary to operate the statutory probate court in each

county.

(b)AAThe county attorney or criminal district attorney and

sheriff shall serve each statutory probate court. The county clerk

shall serve as clerk of each statutory probate court. The court

officials shall perform the duties and responsibilities of their

offices and are entitled to the compensation, fees, and allowances

prescribed by law for those offices.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 2, eff. Aug. 26, 1991.

Sec.A25.0031.AASEAL. The seal of each statutory probate

court is the same as that provided by law for a county court except

that the seal must contain the name of the statutory probate court

as it appears in this chapter.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 2, eff. Aug. 26, 1991.

Sec. 25.0032.AALOCATION OF PROCEEDINGS FOLLOWING CERTAIN

DISASTERS. (a) Repealed by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 507

(S.B. 40), Sec. 17, eff. June 7, 2019.

(b)AANotwithstanding any other law, including a specific

provision in this chapter for a particular court or county that

requires a statutory probate court to conduct its proceedings at
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the county seat, if a disaster, as defined by Section 418.004,

precludes a statutory probate court in that county from conducting

its proceedings at the county seat, the presiding judge of the

statutory probate courts, with the approval of the judge of the

affected statutory probate court, may designate for the proceedings

an alternate location:

(1)AAin the county; or

(2)AAoutside the county at the location the presiding

judge of the statutory probate courts determines is closest in

proximity to the county seat that allows the court to safely and

practicably conduct its proceedings, provided the presiding judge

of the administrative judicial region for the designated location

approves.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1076 (H.B. 2766), Sec. 3,

eff. June 15, 2007.

Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 507 (S.B. 40), Sec. 7, eff.

June 7, 2019.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 507 (S.B. 40), Sec. 17, eff.

June 7, 2019.

Sec. 25.0033.AAQUALIFICATIONS OF JUDGE.AAThe judge of a

statutory probate court must:

(1)AAbe at least 25 years of age;

(2)AAbe a United States citizen and have resided in the

county for at least two years before election or appointment; and

(3)AAbe a licensed attorney in this state who has

practiced law or served as a judge of a court in this state, or both

combined, for the five years preceding election or appointment,

unless otherwise provided for by law.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.10(a), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 25.0034.AAPRIVATE PRACTICE OF LAW.AAThe regular judge

of a statutory probate court shall diligently discharge the duties

of the office on a full-time basis and may not engage in the private

practice of law.
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Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.10(a), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 25.0035.AATERMS OF COURT; TERMS AND SESSIONS OF COURT

FOLLOWING CERTAIN DISASTERS. (a)AAThe commissioners court, by

order, shall set at least two terms a year for the statutory probate

court.

(b)AANotwithstanding any other law, if a disaster, as defined

by Section 418.004, precludes a statutory probate court from

holding its terms in accordance with the order of the commissioners

court, the presiding judge of the statutory probate courts, with

the approval of the judge of the affected statutory probate court,

may designate the terms and sessions of court.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.10(a), eff. January 1, 2012.

Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 507 (S.B. 40), Sec. 8, eff.

June 7, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER C. PROVISIONS RELATING TO PARTICULAR COUNTIES

Sec.A25.0041.AAANDERSON COUNTY. (a) Anderson County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Anderson County.

(b)AAThe County Court at Law of Anderson County sits in

Palestine.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Renumbered from Sec. 25.0031 by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch.

1420, Sec. 9.001(c), eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec.A25.0042.AAANDERSON COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Anderson County has:

(1)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district court

in:

(A)AAprobate matters and proceedings, including

will contests;

(B)AAfamily law cases and proceedings;
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(C)AAcriminal cases; and

(D)AAactions and proceedings under Subtitle B,

Title 9, Property Code; and

(2)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the county and

district courts over all suits arising under the Family Code.

(a-1)AAA county court at law also has concurrent jurisdiction

with the district court in felony cases to conduct arraignments,

conduct pretrial hearings, and accept guilty pleas.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(1), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(1), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe salary of the judge of a county court at law shall be

paid out of the county treasury by the commissioners court. The

judge is entitled to travel expenses and necessary office expenses,

including administrative and clerical assistance, in the same

manner as the county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(1), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in all cases arising under the Family Code and Section 23.001

and shall establish a separate docket for a county court at law; the

county clerk serves as clerk of the court in all other cases.

(h)AAThe judge of a county court at law may appoint an

official court reporter or the judge may contract for the services

of a court reporter under guidelines established by the

commissioners court.

(i)AA If a case under the Family Code or Section 23.001 is

tried before a jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(1), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAAppeals in all civil cases from judgments and orders of

a county court at law are to the court of appeals as provided for

appeals from district and county courts. Appeals in all criminal

cases are to the court of appeals as provided for appeals from
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county courts. All cases appealed from the justice courts and other

inferior courts in Anderson County must be made directly to a county

court at law, unless otherwise provided by law.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., 2nd C.S. ch. 38, Sec. 3, eff.

Oct. 20, 1987; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.04(a), eff. Aug.

28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.02, eff.

Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 9, eff. Oct. 1,

1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 525, Sec. 1, eff. May 31, 1997.

Renumbered from Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1420, Sec. 9.001(c).

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.11,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(1), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0051.AAANGELINA COUNTY. Angelina County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law No. 1 of Angelina County;

and

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Angelina County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 614, Sec. 1, eff. Aug.

26, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 10(a), eff. Oct. 1,

1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 745, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 30, 1993.

Sec.A25.0052.AAANGELINA COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.AA

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, a county court at law in Angelina County has:

(1)AAconcurrent with the county court, the probate

jurisdiction provided by general law for county courts; and

(2)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district court in

family law cases and proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(2), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

40

http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/821/billtext/html/HB00079F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/821/billtext/html/HB00079F.HTM
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=25.0003


(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary of at least $14,000. The salary shall be paid out of

the county treasury on order of the commissioners court.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(2), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(2), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(2), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AASections 25.0007 and 25.0011 do not apply to a county

court at law in Angelina County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 614, Sec. 2, eff. Aug.

26, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 10(b), eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(2), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 4, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.0061.AAARANSAS COUNTY. Aransas County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Aransas County.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 688, Sec. 1, eff. June 13, 2001.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec.A25.0062.AAARANSAS COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, a county court at law of Aransas County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings;

(2)AAfelony cases to conduct arraignments, conduct
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pretrial hearings, and accept guilty pleas; and

(3)AAcivil cases in which the matter in controversy

exceeds the maximum amount provided by Section 25.0003.

(b)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in felony cases, in family law cases and proceedings, and in

civil cases in which the matter in controversy exceeds

$250,000.AAThe county clerk serves as clerk of a county court at law

in all other cases.AAThe district clerk shall establish a separate

docket for a county court at law.AAThe commissioners court shall

provide the deputy clerks, bailiffs, and other personnel necessary

to operate a county court at law.

(c)AAThe jury is composed of six members unless the

constitution or other law requires a 12-member jury.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 688, Sec. 1, eff. June 13, 2001.

Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 998, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,

2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.003(a), eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec. 25.0091.AAATASCOSA COUNTY.AAAtascosa County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Atascosa County.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1059 (H.B. 3153), Sec.

2.01(a), eff. September 1, 2013.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec. 25.0092.AAATASCOSA COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county

court at law in Atascosa County has concurrent jurisdiction with

the district court in:

(1)AAClass A and Class B misdemeanor cases;

(2)AAfamily law matters;

(3)AAjuvenile matters;
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(4)AAprobate matters; and

(5)AAappeals from the justice and municipal courts.

(b)AAA county court at law does not have general supervisory

control or appellate review of the commissioners court or

jurisdiction of:

(1)AAsuits on behalf of this state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(2)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(3)AAcontested elections.

(c)AAThe judge of a county court at law must have the same

qualifications as those required by law for a district judge.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid a total

annual salary set by the commissioners court at an amount that is

not less than $1,000 less than the total annual salary received by a

district judge in the county.AAA district judge’s or statutory

county court judge’s total annual salary does not include

contributions and supplements paid by a county.

(e)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court,

except that the county clerk serves as clerk of the court in Class A

and Class B misdemeanor cases and probate matters.AAThe county

clerk shall serve as clerk of a county court at law in all other

matters.AAEach clerk shall establish a separate docket for a county

court at law.

(f)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to receive a salary set by the judge of the county court at

law with the approval of the commissioners court.

(g)AAJurors summoned for a county court at law or a district

court in the county may by order of the judge of the court to which

they are summoned be transferred to another court for service and

may be used as if summoned for the court to which they are

transferred.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1059 (H.B. 3153), Sec.

2.01(a), eff. September 1, 2013.

Sec.A25.0101.AAAUSTIN COUNTY. Austin County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Austin County.
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Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.0102.AAAUSTIN COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Austin County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(3), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(3), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to 75 percent of the annual

salary paid by the state to a district judge in the county. The

salary shall be paid by the county treasurer on order of the

commissioners court. The judge is entitled to travel expenses and

necessary office expenses including administrative and clerical

personnel, in the same manner as is allowed the county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(3), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves

as clerk of the court in all other cases. The district clerk shall

establish a separate docket for a county court at law. The

commissioners court may employ the assistant district attorneys,

deputy sheriffs, and bailiffs necessary to serve a county court at

law.

(h)AAIf a family law case or proceeding is tried before a

jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members; in all other cases

the jury shall be composed of six members except as provided by the

constitution, Section 25.0007(c), or other law.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(3), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 861, Sec. 1, eff.
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June 14, 1989.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 861, Sec. 1, eff. June

14, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 11, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.12,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(3), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 5, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.0131.AABASTROP COUNTY. Bastrop County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Bastrop County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.0132.AABASTROP COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Bastrop County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(c)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary paid out of the county treasury that does not exceed

90 percent of the salary paid by the state to a district judge in the

county. The judge is entitled to travel expenses and necessary

office expenses, including administrative and clerical help, in the

same manner as the county judge.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(4), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves

as clerk of the court in all other cases.AAThe district clerk shall

establish a separate docket for a county court at law.

(f)AA If a family law case or proceeding is tried before a
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jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(4), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(4), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 12, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.13,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(4), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0151.AABEE COUNTY. Bee County has one statutory

county court, the County Court at Law of Bee County.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 702, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 28, 1995.

Sec.A25.0152.AABEE COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Bee County has:

(1)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district court in

family law cases and proceedings; and

(2)AAnotwithstanding any law granting exclusive

jurisdiction to the district court, concurrent jurisdiction with

the district court in criminal cases.

(b)AAA county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with

the justice court in all criminal matters prescribed by law for

justice courts. This subsection does not affect the right of appeal

to a county court at law from a justice court where the right of

appeal to the county court exists by law.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(5), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court,

and the county clerk shall serve as clerk of a county court at law in

all other cases. The commissioners court shall provide the deputy
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clerks, bailiffs, and other personnel necessary to operate a county

court at law.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(5), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAA judge of a county court at law in Bee County may not be

assigned under Chapter 74 to serve as a visiting judge in Bexar,

Dallas, Ector, Fort Bend, Harris, Jefferson, Lubbock, Midland,

Tarrant, or Travis County.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 702, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 28, 1995.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(5), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0161.AABELL COUNTY. Bell County has the following

statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Bell County; and

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Bell County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 366, Sec. 1, eff. Aug.

28, 1995.

Sec.A25.0162.AABELL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) The

judge of County Court at Law No. 3 of Bell County is prohibited from

being assigned under Chapter 74 as a visiting judge in Bexar,

Dallas, Ector, Fort Bend, Harris, Jefferson, Lubbock, Midland,

Tarrant, or Travis County.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(6), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary in an amount not to exceed the salary set by the

commissioners court for the county judge. The salary shall be paid

out of the county treasury on order of the commissioners court.
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(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(6), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(6), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(6), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(6), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AASection 25.0011 does not apply to a county court at law

in Bell County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 366, Sec. 2, eff. Aug. 28, 1995.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(6), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0171.AABEXAR COUNTY. (a) Repealed by Acts 1999,

76th Leg., ch. 42, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

(b)AABexar County has the following county courts at law:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County, Texas;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Bexar County, Texas;

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Bexar County, Texas;

(4)AACounty Court at Law No. 4 of Bexar County, Texas;

(5)AACounty Court at Law No. 5 of Bexar County, Texas;

(6)AACounty Court at Law No. 6 of Bexar County, Texas;

(7)AACounty Court at Law No. 7 of Bexar County, Texas;

(8)AACounty Court at Law No. 8 of Bexar County, Texas;

(9)AACounty Court at Law No. 9 of Bexar County, Texas;

(10)AACounty Court at Law No. 10 of Bexar County, Texas;

(11)AACounty Court at Law No. 11 of Bexar County, Texas;

(12)AACounty Court at Law No. 12 of Bexar County, Texas;

(13)AACounty Court at Law No. 13 of Bexar County, Texas;

(14)AACounty Court at Law No. 14 of Bexar County, Texas;

and

(15)AACounty Court at Law No. 15 of Bexar County, Texas.

(c)AABexar County also has the following statutory probate
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courts:

(1)AAProbate Court No. 1 of Bexar County, Texas;

(2)AAProbate Court No. 2 of Bexar County, Texas; and

(3)AAProbate Court No. 3 of Bexar County, Texas.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 410, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.

1, 1989; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 42, Sec. 1, 4, eff. Sept. 1,

1999.

Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1072 (H.B. 4741), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1103 (H.B. 4833), Sec. 9(a),

eff. September 1, 2009.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.004(a), eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.0172.AABEXAR COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 201 , Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2015.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 201 , Sec. 2,

eff. September 1, 2015.

(c)AAAny of the county courts at law may hear criminal cases

and appeals de novo from the municipal and justice courts.

(c-1)AAThe County Courts at Law Nos. 7 and 13 of Bexar County,

Texas, shall give preference to cases prosecuted under:

(1)AASection 22.01, Penal Code, in which the victim is a

person whose relationship to or association with the defendant is

described by Chapter 71, Family Code; and

(2)AASection 25.07 or 25.072, Penal Code.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(7), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.
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(h)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 201 , Sec. 2,

eff. September 1, 2015.

(j)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid as

provided by Section 25.0005. The compensation shall be paid out of

the county’s general fund or officers’ salary fund. Before raising

a salary the commissioners court must publish notice containing

information of the salaries affected and the amount of the proposed

raise in a newspaper of general circulation in the county. The

commissioners court may raise the salaries of the county court at

law judges only after 10 days’ notice and only at a regular meeting

of the commissioners court.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(7), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(7), eff. January 1, 2012.

(m)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(7), eff. January 1, 2012.

(n)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(7), eff. January 1, 2012.

(o)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(7), eff. January 1, 2012.

(p)AAThe county clerk shall keep a separate docket for each

county court at law. The county clerk shall appoint a deputy clerk

for each county court at law.AA A deputy clerk must take the

constitutional oath of office and may be required to furnish bond in

an amount, conditioned and payable, as required by the county

clerk.AAA deputy clerk must attend all sessions of the court to

which the deputy clerk is assigned.AAA deputy clerk acts in the name

of the county clerk and may perform any official act or service

required of the county clerk and shall perform any other service

required by the judge of a county court at law.AAThe deputy clerks

may act for one another in performing services for the county courts

at law, but a deputy is not entitled to receive additional

compensation for acting for another deputy. If a vacancy occurs,

the county clerk shall immediately appoint another deputy clerk as
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provided by this subsection.

(q)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(7), eff. January 1, 2012.

(r)AAThe assistant prosecuting attorneys of the County

Courts at Law Nos. 2, 3, and 5 are entitled to receive equal amounts

of compensation to be paid in equal monthly installments by

warrants drawn against the county’s general fund on order of the

commissioners court.

(s)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(7), eff. January 1, 2012.

(t)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(7), eff. January 1, 2012.

(u)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to receive an annual salary set by the judge and approved

by the commissioners court at an amount not less than $35,256.

(v)AASection 25.0006 does not apply to a county court at law

in Bexar County.

(w)AAThis section does not apply to the statutory probate

courts.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.05(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 410, Sec. 2, 3, eff. Sept.

1, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1066, Sec. 1, eff. June 14, 1989;

Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991; Acts

1999, 76th Leg., ch. 42, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1072 (H.B. 4741), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1103 (H.B. 4833), Sec. 9(b),

eff. September 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(7), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 96 (S.B. 743), Sec. 4, eff.

September 1, 2013.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 201 (S.B. 909), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2015.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 201 (S.B. 909), Sec. 2, eff.
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September 1, 2015.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B. 41), Sec. 2.06, eff.

January 1, 2022.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec. 2.02,

eff. September 1, 2021.

Sec.A25.0173.AABEXAR COUNTY PROBATE COURTS. (a)AAA

statutory probate court in Bexar County has the general

jurisdiction of a probate court as provided by Section

25.0021.AAProbate Courts Nos. 1, 2, and 3 have eminent domain

jurisdiction and jurisdiction to decide the issue of title to real

or personal property.AANotwithstanding the local rules adopted

under Section 74.093, the county clerk shall docket all eminent

domain cases equally among Probate Courts Nos. 1, 2, and 3.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 42, Sec. 4, eff.

Sept. 1, 1999.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(8), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(8), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 331, Sec. 2,

eff. October 1, 2007.

(f)AAThe judge of a statutory probate court shall be paid an

annual salary in an amount not less than the total annual salary,

including supplements, received by the judge of a district court in

the county.

(g)AAThe county clerk shall appoint a deputy clerk for each

statutory probate court.AA A deputy clerk serves at the pleasure of

the judge of the court to which the deputy clerk is assigned.AAA

deputy clerk must take the constitutional oath of office, and the

county clerk may require the deputy clerk to furnish a bond in an

amount, conditioned and payable, as required by law.AAA deputy

clerk acts in the name of the county clerk and may perform any

official act or service required of the county clerk and shall

perform any other service required by the judge of a statutory

probate court.AAA deputy clerk must attend all sessions of the

court to which the deputy clerk is assigned.
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(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(8), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(8), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B.

3474), Sec. 2.005(b), eff. September 1, 2023.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(8), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AAThe official court reporter of a statutory probate court

is entitled to receive an annual salary set by the judge and

approved by the commissioners court at an amount not less than

$35,256.

(m)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 4, eff.

Aug. 26, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

(n)AAProbate Court No. 1 has primary responsibility for

mental illness proceedings.

(o)AANotwithstanding the local rules adopted under Section

74.093, the county clerk shall:

(1)AAdocket all mental health matters in Probate Court

No. 1; and

(2)AAassign equally among the statutory probate courts

in Bexar County and docket at random all other matters and

proceedings filed in the statutory probate courts in Bexar County.

(p)AANotwithstanding Section 25.0022(h), in the absence,

disqualification, or incapacity of a statutory probate judge in

Bexar County or on the judge’s request, the statutory probate

judges in Bexar County may sit and act for each other in any probate

matter or proceeding.AAA statutory probate judge in Bexar County

may:

(1)AAhear and determine any matter or proceeding

pending in another statutory probate court in Bexar County; or

(2)AAenter any order in the matter or proceeding that

the judge of the other statutory probate court in Bexar County may

enter.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 410, Sec. 4, 5, eff.

53

http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/html/HB03474F.HTM
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=74.093
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=25.0022


Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 4, eff. Aug. 26,

1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991;

Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 42, Sec. 3, 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 331 (H.B. 2967), Sec. 2, eff.

October 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(8), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec. 2.03,

eff. September 1, 2021.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.005(a), eff. September 1, 2023.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.005(b), eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec. 25.0201.AABOSQUE COUNTY. Bosque County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Bosque County.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 239 (S.B. 2229), Sec. 1,

eff. October 1, 2009.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1103 (H.B. 4833), Sec.

10(a), eff. October 1, 2009.

Sec. 25.0202.AABOSQUE COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, a county court at law in Bosque County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings;

(2)AAcontested probate matters under Section 32.003,

Estates Code; and

(3)AAfelony cases transferred from the district court

to conduct arraignments, pretrial hearings, and motions to

adjudicate or revoke and to accept guilty pleas.

(b)AAThe County Court at Law of Bosque County has primary

jurisdiction over juvenile matters.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(9), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.
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4.50(a)(9), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid as

provided by Section 25.0005.AAThe judge’s salary shall be paid out

of the county treasury on order of the commissioners

court.AANotwithstanding any other law, the judge is entitled to

necessary office and operational expenses, including

administrative and clerical personnel, on the approval of the

commissioners court.AAAdministrative and clerical personnel to

which a judge is entitled on approval under this subsection

includes a court coordinator, court reporter, and bailiff.

(f)AAIf a family law case or proceeding is tried before a

jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.AAIn all other cases,

except as otherwise required by law, the jury shall be composed of

six members.

(g)AAIn matters of concurrent jurisdiction, including

transferred felony proceedings, the judge of a county court at law

and the district judge may exchange benches, transfer cases, assign

each other to hear cases in accordance with orders signed and

approved by the judges, and otherwise manage their respective

dockets under local administrative rules.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 239 (S.B. 2229), Sec. 1,

eff. October 1, 2009.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1103 (H.B. 4833), Sec.

10(a), eff. October 1, 2009.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.14,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(9), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 324 (S.B. 1488), Sec. 22.026,

eff. September 1, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec. 2.01(a),

eff. September 1, 2019.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 6, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 915 (H.B. 3607), Sec. 9.001,

eff. September 1, 2021.
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Sec.A25.0211.AABOWIE COUNTY. Bowie County has one statutory

county court, the County Court at Law of Bowie County.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1144, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2001.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec.A25.0212.AABOWIE COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county court at law

in Bowie County has, concurrent with the district court, the

jurisdiction provided by the constitution and by general law for

district courts.

(b)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAfelony criminal matters;

(2)AAsuits on behalf of the state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(3)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct;

(4)AAcontested elections; or

(5)AAcivil cases in which the matter in controversy

exceeds $200,000, excluding interest, statutory or punitive

damages and penalties, and attorney’s fees and costs, as alleged on

the face of the petition.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(10), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to 60 percent, but does not

exceed 80 percent, of the annual salary that is paid to a district

judge in Bowie County, including any supplements or contributions

payable by the state or Bowie County. The salary shall be paid from

the same fund and in the same manner as other county officials in

Bowie County are paid.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(10), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe commissioners court may authorize the judge of a
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county court at law to set the official court reporter’s salary.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(10), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district courts,

and the county clerk serves as clerk of a county court at law in all

other matters. Each clerk shall establish a separate docket for a

county court at law.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1144, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.15,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(10), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 25.0221.AABRAZORIA COUNTY. Brazoria County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 and Probate Court of

Brazoria County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 and Probate Court of

Brazoria County;

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 and Probate Court of

Brazoria County; and

(4)AACounty Court at Law No. 4 and Probate Court of

Brazoria County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 229 (H.B. 3489), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Sec.A25.0222.AABRAZORIA STATUTORY COUNTY COURT PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, a statutory county court in Brazoria County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAcivil cases in which the matter in controversy

exceeds $500 but does not exceed $200,000, excluding interest,
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statutory damages and penalties, and attorney ’s fees and costs, as

alleged on the face of the petition;

(2)AAappeals of final rulings and decisions of the

division of workers’ compensation of the Texas Department of

Insurance regarding workers’ compensation claims, regardless of

the amount in controversy; and

(3)AAfamily law cases and proceedings and juvenile

jurisdiction under Section 23.001.

(b)AAA statutory county court may enforce an order of the

family district court for the 300th Judicial District relating to a

family law matter.

(c)AAA statutory county court shall be primarily responsible

for and give preference to:

(1)AAcases in which its jurisdiction is concurrent with

the county court;

(2)AAeminent domain proceedings and cases;

(3)AAproceedings under Title 3 of the Family Code; and

(4)AAcivil cases in which the amount in controversy

does not exceed $20,000, excluding interest.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(11), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(11), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAA judge of a statutory county court shall be paid annual

compensation in an amount that is not less than the amount that is

$1,000 less than the annual salary paid to the district judges of

the county from all sources. The salary shall be paid out of the

county treasury on order of the commissioners court.

(g)AAIn addition to the fees assessed under Section 25.0008,

a statutory county court judge shall assess the fees prescribed by

law for district judges according to the nature of the matter.

(h)AAA judge may be removed from office in the same manner and

for the same reasons as a district judge.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(11), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(11), eff. January 1, 2012.
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(k)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of the statutory

county courts in cases instituted in the district courts in which

the district courts and statutory county courts have concurrent

jurisdiction, and the county clerk serves as clerk for all other

cases.

(l)AAThe official court reporter of a statutory county court

is entitled to the same compensation as the reporters of the

district courts of Brazoria County, to be paid by the county

treasurer out of the general fund of the county.

(m)AAWhen a jury trial is requested in a case of concurrent

jurisdiction between the district courts and statutory county

courts, and the case was instituted in district court, the jury

shall be composed of 12 members.AAIn all other cases in which a jury

trial is requested in the statutory county courts the jury shall be

composed of six jurors except as provided by the constitution,

Section 25.0007(c), or other law.

(n)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(11), eff. January 1, 2012.

(o)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 4, eff.

Aug. 26, 1991.

(p)AAIn addition to other assignments provided by law, a

judge of a statutory county court in Brazoria County is subject to

assignment under Subchapter C, Chapter 74, to any county in the

Second Administrative Judicial Region other than Harris County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.03,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 4, eff. Aug.

26, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 726, Sec. 1, 2, eff. Sept. 1,

1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 13, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 265 (H.B. 7), Sec. 6.003, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.16,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(11), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 7, eff.
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September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.0231.AABRAZOS COUNTY. Brazos County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Brazos County; and

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Brazos County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.06(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989.

Sec.A25.0232.AABRAZOS COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Brazos County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(12), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(12), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to the amount paid the county

judge. The salary shall be paid from the same fund and in the same

manner as other county officials are paid. The judge is entitled to

travel and necessary office expenses, including administrative and

clerical assistance, in the same manner as the county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(12), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court,

and the county clerk serves as clerk of a county court at law in all

other cases.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(12), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(12), eff. January 1, 2012.
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(j)AASection 25.0008 does not apply to a county court at law

in Brazos County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 14, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(12), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0271.AABROWN COUNTY. Brown County has one statutory

county court, the County Court at Law of Brown County.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 513, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 27, 2001.

Sec.A25.0272.AABROWN COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law of Brown County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings; and

(2)AAfelony criminal cases.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(13), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(13), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe salary of a judge of a county court at law shall be

set by the commissioners court in accordance with law and shall be

paid out of the county treasury on orders from the commissioners

court.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(13), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe district clerk serves as the clerk of a county court

at law in matters in which the county court at law has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court. The county clerk serves as

the clerk of a county court at law in all other matters.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 513, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 27, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(13), eff. January 1, 2012.
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Sec.A25.0291.AABURNET COUNTY. Burnet County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Burnet County.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1003, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec.A25.0292.AABURNET COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

Except as provided by Subsection (k), in addition to the

jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other law, a county

court at law in Burnet County has concurrent jurisdiction with the

district court in family law cases and proceedings, including

juvenile cases.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(14), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(14), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court.

The county clerk serves as clerk of a county court at law in all

other cases. The district clerk shall establish a separate docket

for each county court at law.

(e)AAExcept as provided by Subsection (f), a judge of a

county court at law shall be paid an annual salary set by the

commissioners court in an amount that is at least equal to the

amount that is $1,000 less than the total annual salary, including

contributions and supplements, received by a district judge in the

county. The salary of the judge shall be paid in equal monthly

installments out of the county treasury by the commissioners court.

(f)AAThe Commissioners Court of Burnet County shall set the

salary of each judge of a county court at law who engages in the

private practice of law.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(14), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(14), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(14), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is a
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sworn officer of the court who holds office at the pleasure of the

court. The official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to receive compensation in an amount that is at least equal

to the compensation received by the lowest-paid official court

reporter in the district court in the county. The compensation

shall be paid in the same manner as compensation for a district

court reporter is paid.

(k)AASection 25.0003(c)(2) does not apply to a county court

at law in Burnet County.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1003, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 582, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,

2001; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 616, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1301 (S.B. 600), Sec. 5, eff.

October 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(14), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0301.AACALDWELL COUNTY. Caldwell County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Caldwell County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.0302.AACALDWELL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Caldwell County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(15), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(15), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves

as clerk of the court in all other cases and proceedings.AAThe
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district clerk shall establish a separate docket for a county court

at law.

(f)AA If a family law case or proceeding is tried before a

jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(15), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AASection 25.0005(b) does not apply to a county court at

law in Caldwell County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 15, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.17,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(15), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0311.AACALHOUN COUNTY. Calhoun County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law No. 1 of Calhoun

County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.0312.AACALHOUN COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county court

at law in Calhoun County has the jurisdiction provided by the

constitution and by general law for district courts.

(b)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAfelony cases other than writs of habeas corpus;

(2)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct;

(3)AAcontested elections; or

(4)AAappeals from county court.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(16), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.
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(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(16), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe salary of the judge of a county court at law shall be

paid semimonthly in equal installments by the county treasurer on

order of the commissioners court. The judge is entitled to travel

expenses and necessary office expenses, including administrative

and clerical assistance, as authorized by the commissioners court.

(g)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to receive a salary set by the commissioners court. The

salary shall be paid semimonthly by the commissioners court out of

funds available for that purpose.

(h), (i) Repealed by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1134, Sec. 8,

eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(16), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.07(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1134, Sec. 1 to 8, eff.

Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.18,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(16), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0331.AACAMERON COUNTY.

(a)AACameron County has the following statutory county

courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Cameron County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Cameron County;

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Cameron County; and

(4)AACounty Court at Law No. 5 of Cameron County.

(a-1)AACameron County has one statutory probate court, the

Probate Court No. 1 of Cameron County.

(b)AAThe county courts at law of Cameron County sit in

Brownsville.
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Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1444, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.

1, 1997.

Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1182 (S.B. 1139), Sec.

3.01(a), eff. September 1, 2015.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.006(a), eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.0332.AACAMERON COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, a county court at law in Cameron County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in civil cases in

which the amount in controversy exceeds $500 but does not exceed $1

million, excluding interest.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B.

3474), Sec. 2.007(c), eff. September 1, 2023.

(c)AAAn appeal or writ of error may not be taken to a court of

appeals from a final judgment of a county court at law if:

(1)AAthe court had original or appellate jurisdiction

with the justice court; and

(2)AAthe judgment or amount in controversy does not

exceed $100, excluding interest and costs.

(d)AAAppeals from the justice court and other inferior courts

in Cameron County must be made directly to a county court at law.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(17), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(17), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that does not exceed 90 percent of the amount paid

district judges in the county. The salary shall be paid out of the

county treasury on orders of the commissioners court.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(17), eff. January 1, 2012.
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(j)AAThe county clerk may appoint a deputy to attend the

county courts at law.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(17), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(17), eff. January 1, 2012.

(m)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(17), eff. January 1, 2012.

(n)AASection 25.0006(a) does not apply to County Court at Law

No. 1 of Cameron County. Section 25.0008 does not apply to County

Court at Law No. 2 of Cameron County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 688, Sec. 1, eff. June

16, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991;

Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1444, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts

1999, 76th Leg., ch. 777, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(17), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1182 (S.B. 1139), Sec.

3.01(b), eff. September 1, 2015.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.007(a), eff. September 1, 2023.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.007(c), eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec. 25.0333.AACAMERON COUNTY PROBATE COURT PROVISIONS. (a)

A statutory probate court in Cameron County has the jurisdiction of

a probate court as provided by Section 25.0021.

(b)AAA statutory probate court in Cameron County has

jurisdiction over mental health cases diverted from the criminal

justice system in the county.

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.007(b), eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec. 25.0361.AACASS COUNTY. Cass County has one statutory

county court, the County Court at Law of Cass County.
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Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 16 (S.B. 524), Sec. 1, eff. May 3,

2005.

Sec. 25.0362.AACASS COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county court at law

in Cass County has the jurisdiction provided by the constitution

and by general law for district courts, including concurrent

jurisdiction in:

(1)AAmisdemeanor cases;

(2)AAarraignments, pleas, and pre-trial motions for

felony cases;

(3)AAtrials for felony cases transferred from a

district court in Cass County to the county court at law on

agreement of the county court at law judge;

(4)AAfamily law cases and proceedings, including

juvenile matters; and

(5)AAappeals from justice courts and from the county

court in misdemeanor cases.

(b)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct;

(2)AAsuits on behalf of the state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(3)AAcontested elections;

(4)AAsuits in which the county is a party; or

(5)AAfelony cases involving capital murder.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(18), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law except that the county clerk serves as clerk of a county court

at law in probate matters.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1301, Sec.

13(4), eff. October 1, 2007.

(f)AAExcept as otherwise provided by this subsection, a jury

in a county court at law shall be composed of six members except as

provided by the constitution, Section 25.0007(c), or other

law.AAFailure to object before a six-member jury is seated and
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sworn constitutes a waiver of a 12-member jury.AAIn matters in

which the constitution or other law does not require a 12-member

jury and the county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with

the district court, the jury may be composed of 12 members if a

party to the suit requests a 12-member jury.AAIn a civil case tried

in a county court at law, the parties may, by mutual agreement,

agree to try the case with any number of jurors and have a verdict

rendered and returned by the vote of any number of those jurors that

is less than the total number of jurors.

(g)AAIn matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a

county court at law and a judge of a district court in Cass County

may transfer cases between the courts in the same manner that judges

of district courts may transfer cases under Section 24.003.

(h)AAThe judge of a county court at law in Cass County is

entitled to a budget for travel and continuing education in an

amount that is at least equal to the amount budgeted to the county

judge for travel and continuing education.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 16 (S.B. 524), Sec. 1, eff. May 3,

2005.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1301 (S.B. 600), Sec. 13(4),

eff. October 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 3.05,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.19,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(18), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 8, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec. 25.0381.AACHAMBERS COUNTY.AAChambers County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Chambers County.

Added by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec.

2.02(a), eff. January 1, 2021.

Sec. 25.0382.AACHAMBERS COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.
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(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, a county court at law in Chambers County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAarraignments, pleas, and pretrial motions for

felony cases; and

(2)AAfamily law cases and proceedings.

(b)AAIn matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a

county court at law and a judge of a district court in Chambers

County may transfer cases between the courts in the same manner that

judges of district courts may transfer cases under Section 24.003.

(c)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary in an amount at least equal to the amount that is

$1,000 less than the total annual salary, including supplements,

received by a district judge in the county.AAThe salary shall be

paid out of the county treasury on order of the commissioners court.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law is entitled to travel

expenses and necessary office expenses, including administrative

and clerical help, in the same manner as a district judge in the

county.

(e)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court

other than misdemeanor cases and probate matters and

proceedings.AAThe county clerk serves as clerk for all other

cases.AAEach clerk shall establish a separate docket for a county

court at law.AAThe commissioners court may employ as many deputy

sheriffs and bailiffs as are necessary to serve the court.

(f)AAIf a case or proceeding in which a county court at law

has concurrent jurisdiction with a district court is tried before a

jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.AAIn all other cases,

the jury shall be composed of six members.

(g)AAThe judge of a county court at law may, instead of

appointing an official court reporter, contract for the services of

a court reporter under guidelines established by the commissioners

court.

(h)AAThe laws governing the drawing, selection, service, and

pay of jurors for county courts apply to a county court at

law.AAJurors regularly impaneled for a week by the district court
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may, on a request of a judge of the county court at law, be made

available and shall serve for the week in a county court at law.

(i)AAA county court at law has the same terms of court as a

district court in Chambers County.

Added by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec.

2.02(a), eff. January 1, 2021.

Sec.A25.0391.AACHEROKEE COUNTY. (a) Cherokee County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Cherokee County.

(b)AAA county court at law of Cherokee County sits in Rusk.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.0392.AACHEROKEE COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Cherokee County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(19), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(19), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe salary of the judge of a county court at law shall be

paid out of the county treasury by the commissioners court. The

judge is entitled to travel expenses and necessary office expenses,

including administrative and clerical assistance, in the same

manner as is allowed the county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(19), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of the court in

family law cases and proceedings and the county clerk serves as

clerk for all other cases. The district clerk shall establish a

separate docket for a county court at law. The commissioners court

may employ as many deputy sheriffs and bailiffs as are necessary to

serve the court.
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(h)AAThe judge of a county court at law may appoint an

official court reporter or the judge may contract for the services

of a court reporter under guidelines established by the

commissioners court.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(19), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(19), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(19), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AAAn appeal from a justice court or other court of

inferior jurisdiction must be made directly to a county court at law

or the county court unless otherwise provided by law.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 16, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(19), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0451.AACOLLIN COUNTY. (a)AACollin County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Collin County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Collin County;

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Collin County;

(4)AACounty Court at Law No. 4 of Collin County;

(5)AACounty Court at Law No. 5 of Collin County;

(6)AACounty Court at Law No. 6 of Collin County; and

(7)AACounty Court at Law No. 7 of Collin County.

(b)AACollin County has one statutory probate court, the

Probate Court No. 1 of Collin County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 504, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.

1, 1995; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 45, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999;

Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 692, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2003; Acts 2003,

78th Leg., ch. 377, Sec. 1(a), eff. Jan. 1, 2005.

Amended by:
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Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1182 (S.B. 1139), Sec.

3.02(a), eff. September 1, 2015.

Sec.A25.0452.AACOLLIN COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

The salary of a judge of a county court at law shall be paid out of

the county treasury on orders of the commissioners court.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(20), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(20), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(20), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 504, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1995;

Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 692, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(20), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0453.AACOLLIN COUNTY STATUTORY PROBATE COURT

PROVISIONS. (a)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3,

Sec. 4.50(a)(21), eff. January 1, 2012.

(b)AAThe salary of a judge of a statutory probate court shall

be paid out of the county treasury on orders of the commissioners

court.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(21), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(21), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(21), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAA statutory probate court has the general jurisdiction

of a probate court as provided by Section 25.0021.

(g)AAThe judge of a statutory probate court may, unless a

party objects, provide that a proceeding be recorded by a good

quality electronic recording device instead of by a court
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reporter.AAA stenographic record of an electronically recorded

proceeding is not required except on order of the judge.AAIf a

recording device is used, the court reporter is not required to be

present to certify the record.AAThe judge may designate one or more

persons to act as the court recorder and shall assign to a court

recorder the duties and responsibilities necessary to act in that

capacity.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 692, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(21), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 559 (S.B. 677), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2013.

Sec. 25.0481.AACOMAL COUNTY.AAComal County has the following

statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Comal County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Comal County; and

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Comal County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 377, Sec. 2(a), eff.

Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec. 2.03(a),

eff. September 1, 2019.

Sec.A25.0482.AACOMAL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Comal County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(22), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(22), eff. January 1, 2012.
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(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(22), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law for family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk

serves as clerk for all other cases and proceedings.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(22), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(22), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AASection 25.0005(b) does not apply to a county court at

law in Comal County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 17, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.20,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(22), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0511.AACOOKE COUNTY. Cooke County has one statutory

county court, the County Court at Law of Cooke County.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 535, Sec. 1, eff. Dec. 1, 2001.

Sec.A25.0512.AACOOKE COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Cooke County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves

as clerk of the court in all other cases and proceedings.

(c)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid annual

compensation equal to the annual compensation, including all

supplements, paid from any public source to a district judge in the

county. The salary of the judge of a county court at law shall be

paid in equal installments at least monthly.
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(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(23), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAA court officer appointed by the judge of a county court

at law shall be sworn by the judge by an oath in the general form

provided by law for appointed officials. The judge shall modify the

oath to apply to the particular officer and duties or to conform to

any statutory oath required for the particular position.

(f)AAAn official court reporter of a county court at law may

be paid:

(1)AAannual compensation equal to the annual

compensation paid the official court reporters serving each

district court in Cooke County; and

(2)AAany longevity pay to which the reporter is

entitled under a county compensation program.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(23), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(23), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAThe judges of each district court and county court at

law in Cooke County may enter joint local administrative orders

providing for the exchange of benches in cases in which a district

court and county court at law have concurrent jurisdiction.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 535, Sec. 1, eff. Dec. 1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(23), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec. 2.04,

eff. September 1, 2019.

Sec.A25.0521.AACORYELL COUNTY. Coryell County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Coryell County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.0522.AACORYELL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Coryell County has:
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(1)AAconcurrent with the county court, the probate

jurisdiction provided by general law for county courts; and

(2)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district court in

family law cases and proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(24), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(24), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe salary of a judge of a county court at law shall be

paid out of the county treasury on orders of the commissioners

court.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(24), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(24), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AASections 25.0007 and 25.0011 do not apply to a county

court at law in Coryell County.

(i)AANotwithstanding Section 25.0521, the County Court at

Law of Coryell County is created October 1, 1992, or on an earlier

date determined by the commissioners court by an order entered in

its minutes.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 18, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(24), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0591.AADALLAS COUNTY. (a) Dallas County has the

following county courts at law:

(1)AACounty Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1;

(2)AACounty Court of Dallas County at Law No. 2;

(3)AACounty Court of Dallas County at Law Number 3;

(4)AACounty Court of Dallas County at Law Number 4; and

(5)AACounty Court of Dallas County at Law No. 5.
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(b)AADallas County has the following county criminal courts:

(1)AACounty Criminal Court of Dallas County, Texas;

(2)AACounty Criminal Court No. 2 of Dallas County,

Texas;

(3)AACounty Criminal Court No. 3 of Dallas County,

Texas;

(4)AACounty Criminal Court Number Four of Dallas

County, Texas;

(5)AACounty Criminal Court Number Five of Dallas

County, Texas;

(6)AACounty Criminal Court Number 6 of Dallas County,

Texas;

(7)AACounty Criminal Court Number 7 of Dallas County,

Texas;

(8)AACounty Criminal Court No. 8 of Dallas County,

Texas;

(9)AACounty Criminal Court No. 9 of Dallas County,

Texas;

(10)AACounty Criminal Court No. 10 of Dallas County,

Texas; and

(11)AACounty Criminal Court No. 11 of Dallas County,

Texas.

(c)AADallas County has the following county criminal courts

of appeals:

(1)AACounty Criminal Court of Appeals of Dallas County,

Texas; and

(2)AACounty Criminal Court of Appeals No. 2 of Dallas

County, Texas.

(d)AADallas County has the following statutory probate

courts:

(1)AAProbate Court of Dallas County;

(2)AAProbate Court Number 2 of Dallas County; and

(3)AAProbate Court Number 3 of Dallas County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.

1, 1999.
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Sec.A25.0592.AADALLAS COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Dallas County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in civil cases regardless of

the amount in controversy.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(25), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AAIf a civil cause or proceeding that could have been

filed in a civil district court of Dallas County is filed in a

county court at law in Dallas County and the county court at law

does not have subject matter jurisdiction over the cause or

proceeding, the filing, docketing, or assignment of the cause or

proceeding in or to a county court at law is considered a clerical

error, and that clerical error shall be corrected by a judgment or

order nunc pro tunc. The cause or proceeding is considered filed,

docketed, or assigned to the district court of the local

administrative judge in the first instance rather than to a county

court at law in Dallas County. The judge of a county court at law in

Dallas County who acts in the cause or proceeding is considered

assigned to the district court of the local administrative judge

for that purpose and has all the powers of the judge of that

district court under the assignment.

(d)AANotwithstanding Section 31.004, Civil Practice and

Remedies Code, a judgment or determination of fact or law in a

proceeding in a county court at law in Dallas County is res judicata

and constitutes a basis for collateral estoppel in a proceeding in

any other court, except for appeals from other tribunals.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(f)AAA bond is not required of a judge of a county court at

law.

(g)AAA judge of a county court at law shall be paid an annual

salary that is not less than $1,000 less than the total annual

salary, including supplements, received by a district judge in the

county. The salary shall be paid out of the county treasury by the

commissioners court.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.
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4.50(a)(25), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(25), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(25), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(25), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AASections 25.0006 and 25.0007(b) do not apply to a county

court at law in Dallas County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.04,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 237, Sec. 1, eff. May 23, 1997.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(25), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.008(a), eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.0593.AADALLAS COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT PROVISIONS. (a)

A county criminal court in Dallas County has the criminal

jurisdiction, original and appellate, provided by the constitution

and law for county courts and concurrent jurisdiction with county

courts at law for Dallas County to hear appeals of the suspension of

driver’s licenses and original proceedings regarding occupational

driver’s licenses.

(b)AAThe County Criminal Court No. 11 of Dallas County,

Texas, shall give preference to cases designated by an order signed

by a majority of the judges of the county criminal courts of Dallas

County.

(c)AAA judge of a county criminal court shall be paid an

annual salary that is not less than $1,000 less than the total

annual salary, including supplements, received by a district judge

in the county. The salary shall be paid out of the county treasury

by the commissioners court.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(26), eff. January 1, 2012.

80

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=25.0006
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=25.0007
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/821/billtext/html/HB00079F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/html/HB03474F.HTM


(e)AAA county criminal court or its judge may issue writs of

habeas corpus and grant injunctions for the enforcement of the

penal laws in cases in which the offense charged is within the

jurisdiction of the court or any court or tribunal of inferior

jurisdiction. A county criminal court or its judge may punish for

contempt as prescribed by general law.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(26), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(26), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(26), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(26), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(26), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAThe official court reporter of a county criminal court

is not required to take testimony in a case unless the judge or a

party demands that testimony be taken.

(l)AAThe official court reporter of County Criminal Court No.

4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, or 10 of Dallas County, Texas, is entitled to

receive the same fees and salary as a district court reporter.

(m)AASections 25.0003(a) and (c) do not apply to a county

criminal court in Dallas County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 5, Sec. 2(a), eff. March

22, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991;

Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 186, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts

1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(26), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1352 (S.B. 346), Sec. 4.08,

eff. January 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.0594.AADALLAS COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT OF APPEALS

PROVISIONS. (a) A county criminal court of appeals in Dallas
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County has:

(1)AAsole jurisdiction in the county of all appeals

from criminal convictions for violation of state law or municipal

ordinances of municipalities located in the county in justice

courts, municipal courts, or municipal courts of record in the

county; and

(2)AAconcurrent criminal original and appellate

jurisdiction in the county as provided by the constitution and by

law for county courts.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(c)AAA judge of a county criminal court of appeals shall be

paid an annual salary that is not less than $1,000 less than the

total annual salary, including supplements, received by a district

judge in the county. The salary shall be paid out of the county

treasury by the commissioners court.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(27), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(27), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAA county criminal court of appeals or its judge may

issue writs of habeas corpus and grant injunctions for the

enforcement of the penal laws in cases in which the offense charged

is within the jurisdiction of the court or any court or tribunal of

inferior jurisdiction. The court or its judge may punish for

contempt as prescribed by general law.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(27), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(27), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(27), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(27), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(27), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AAThe official court reporter of a county criminal court
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of appeals is not required to take testimony in a case in which

neither party nor the judge demands it.

(m)AAThe official court reporter of a county criminal court

of appeals is entitled to receive the same fees and salary as a

district court reporter.

(n)AASections 25.0003(a) and (c) do not apply to a county

criminal court of appeals in Dallas County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 5, Sec. 2(b), eff. March

22, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(27), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1352 (S.B. 346), Sec. 4.09,

eff. January 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.0595.AADALLAS COUNTY PROBATE COURTS. (a) Repealed

by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 635, Sec. 3(2), eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

(b)AAThe Probate Court No. 3 of Dallas County has primary

responsibility for mental illness proceedings.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(28), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(28), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 95, Sec. 2, eff.

May 16, 1995.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(28), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(28), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAA judge of a statutory probate court shall be paid an

annual salary not less than the total annual salary, including

supplements, received by a district judge in the county. Each

statutory probate court judge is entitled to receive the same

amount of compensation. The commissioners court shall pay the

salary out of the county treasury.

(i)AASection 25.0027 does not apply to a statutory probate
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court in Dallas County.

(j)AAIn addition to the uses authorized by Section 135.159,

Local Government Code, fees collected under Section 135.102, Local

Government Code, and deposited into the judicial education and

support fund may be used by Dallas County for providing staff for

the statutory probate courts and for court-related purposes for the

support of the statutory probate courts.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 3 eff. Aug. 26,

1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 8, eff. Oct. 1, 1991;

Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 389, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 30, 1993; Acts

1995, 74th Leg., ch. 95, Sec. 2, eff. May 16, 1995; Acts 2001, 77th

Leg., ch. 426, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch.

635, Sec. 3(2), eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1420,

Sec. 9.001(d), eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(28), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B. 41), Sec. 2.07, eff.

January 1, 2022.

Sec.A25.0631.AADENTON COUNTY. (a) Denton County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Denton County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Denton County;

(3)AACounty Criminal Court No. 1 of Denton County;

(4)AACounty Criminal Court No. 2 of Denton County;

(5)AACounty Criminal Court No. 3 of Denton County;

(6)AACounty Criminal Court No. 4 of Denton County; and

(7)AACounty Criminal Court No. 5 of Denton County.

(b)AADenton County has the following statutory probate

courts:

(1)AAProbate Court of Denton County; and

(2)AAProbate Court Number 2 of Denton County.

(c)AAThe statutory county courts of Denton County sit in the

county seat or at another location in the county as assigned by the

local administrative statutory county court judge.AAThe statutory
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probate courts of Denton County sit in the county seat and may

conduct docket matters at other locations in the county as the

statutory probate court judges consider necessary for the

protection of wards or mental health respondents or as otherwise

provided by law.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 328, Sec. 1, eff. Aug.

28, 1995; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1109, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,

1997; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 557, Sec. 1, eff. Oct. 1, 2000;

Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 267, Sec. 1, eff. May 22, 2001; Acts 2001,

77th Leg., ch. 536, Sec. 1, eff. May 1, 2002.

Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec.

2.04(a), eff. January 1, 2022.

Sec.A25.0632.AADENTON COUNTY STATUTORY COURT AND STATUTORY

PROBATE COURT PROVISIONS. (a)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg.,

1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec. 4.50(a)(30), eff. January 1, 2012.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(30), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AAThe judge of each statutory county court and statutory

probate court shall be paid annual compensation equal to the annual

compensation, including all supplements, paid from any public

source to a district judge in the county. For purposes of Sections

25.0005 and 25.0015, a statutory county court or a statutory

probate court in Denton County has jurisdiction at least equivalent

to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 for statutory

county courts. The salary of a statutory county court judge or a

statutory probate court judge shall be paid in equal installments

at least monthly.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(30), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAA court officer appointed by the judge of a statutory

county court or statutory probate court shall be sworn by the judge

by an oath in the general form provided by law for appointed

officials. The judge shall modify the oath to apply to the

particular officer and duties or to conform to any statutory oath
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required for the particular position.

(f)AAAn official court reporter of a statutory county court

or a statutory probate court may be paid:

(1)AAannual compensation equal to the annual

compensation paid the official court reporters serving the district

courts in Denton County; and

(2)AAany longevity pay to which the reporter is

entitled under county compensation programs.

(g)AA The jury in a statutory county court or statutory

probate court in all civil or criminal matters is composed of 12

members, except that in misdemeanor criminal cases and any other

case in which the court has jurisdiction that under general law

would be concurrent with the county court, the jury is composed of

six members.

(h)AAThe judges of the statutory county courts may exchange

benches and serve for each other in the manner provided by Section

74.121 and are subject to assignment as provided by Section 74.092,

except that it is not necessary that a judge’s own court have

jurisdiction of the type of cases handled by the court to which the

judge is assigned or for which the judge is serving.

(i)AAA judge of a statutory probate court is subject to

assignment as provided by Section 25.0022.AAOn request by the judge

of a Denton County statutory county court, a judge of a statutory

probate court may be assigned by the regional presiding judge to the

requesting judge’s court pursuant to Chapter 74. A statutory

probate court judge assigned to a statutory county court by the

regional presiding judge may hear any matter pending in the

requesting judge’s court.

(j)AASection 25.0006 does not apply to a statutory county

court in Denton County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 19, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 962, Sec. 1, 2, eff. June

19, 1993; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 328, Sec. 2, eff. Aug. 28, 1995;

Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 557, Sec. 2, eff. Oct. 1, 2000.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.21,
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eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(30), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec.

2.04(b), eff. September 1, 2021.

Sec.A25.0633.AADENTON COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

The County Court at Law No. 1 of Denton County shall give preference

to juvenile matters under Chapter 25 and Title 3, Family Code, and

the ancillary and pendent jurisdiction necessary to enforce orders

of the court in juvenile matters.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 267, Sec. 2, eff.

May 22, 2001.

(c)AANotwithstanding Section 25.0003, the County Court at

Law No. 1 of Denton County does not have jurisdiction over civil,

civil appellate, probate, or mental health matters or over family

law cases and proceedings other than juvenile proceedings.

(d)AAIf the juvenile board designates the County Court at Law

No. 1 of Denton County as the juvenile court of the county, the

court shall give first preference to juvenile matters and second

preference to criminal appeals from convictions in justice or

municipal courts. Notwithstanding Chapter 53, Family Code, the

criminal district attorney of Denton County is the designated

official to receive all felony grade referrals regarding juveniles.

If the court is not designated as the juvenile court, the court

shall give first preference to criminal appeals cases and second

preference to misdemeanor criminal matters.

(e)AAThe County Court at Law No. 2 of Denton County has

jurisdiction:

(1)AAover all civil causes and proceedings, original

and appellate, prescribed by law for county courts; and

(2)AAregardless of the amount in controversy sought,

over:

(A)AAeminent domain cases as provided by Section

21.001, Property Code, for statutory county courts; and

(B)AAdirect and inverse condemnation cases.

(f)AAThe County Court at Law No. 2 of Denton County does not
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have jurisdiction over:

(1)AAcauses and proceedings concerning roads, bridges,

and public highways;

(2)AAthe general administration of county business that

is within the jurisdiction of the commissioners court of each

county; or

(3)AAcriminal causes and proceedings.

(g)AAThe County Court at Law No. 2 of Denton County has the

jurisdiction provided by general law for county courts, statutory

county courts, or district courts over civil penalties and

forfeitures, including bail bond forfeitures and escheats,

regardless of the amount in controversy or remedy sought.

(h)AAAppeals in all cases from judgments and orders of the

County Court at Law No. 2 of Denton County are to the court of

appeals as provided for an appeal from a district or county court.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 328, Sec. 3, eff. Aug. 28, 1995.

Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 267, Sec. 2, eff. May 22, 2001;

Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 536, Sec. 2, eff. May 1, 2002.

Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec.

2.04(c), eff. September 1, 2021.

Sec.A25.0634.AADENTON COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, the county criminal courts of Denton County have felony

jurisdiction concurrent with the district court over matters

involving intoxication arising by a true bill of indictment by a

grand jury charging one or more offenses under Chapter 49, Penal

Code. The jurisdiction provided by this subsection shall be

exercised on assignment by a district judge, by the local

administrative district judge, or the regional presiding judge

after the return of the true bill of indictment.

(b)AAA county criminal court has no jurisdiction over civil,

civil appellate, probate, or mental health matters.

(c), (d) Repealed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 267, Sec. 2,

eff. May 22, 2001.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 328, Sec. 3, eff. Aug. 28, 1995.
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Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 267, Sec. 2, eff. May 22, 2001.

Sec.A25.0635.AADENTON COUNTY STATUTORY PROBATE COURT

PROVISIONS. (a) A statutory probate court in Denton County has the

jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0021.

(b), (c) Repealed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 635, Sec. 2(b),

eff. May 1, 2002.

(d)AAA statutory probate court has jurisdiction, regardless

of the amount in controversy or remedy sought, over eminent domain

cases as provided by Section 21.001, Property Code, for statutory

county courts; direct and inverse condemnation cases;

adjudication and determination of land titles, whether or not

ancillary to eminent domain proceedings; partition cases; suits

to quiet title; trespass to try title; lien foreclosures; and

adjudication of all freehold and leasehold interests, easements,

licenses, and boundaries of real property; with all ancillary or

pendent jurisdiction necessary for adjudication of an eminent

domain case as provided by Sections 21.002 and 21.003, Property

Code.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 328, Sec. 3, eff. Aug. 28, 1995.

Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 635, Sec. 2, eff. May 1, 2002.

Sec.A25.0701.AAECTOR COUNTY. (a) Ector County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law of Ector County; and

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Ector County.

(b)AAA county court at law sits in Odessa.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.0702.AAECTOR COUNTY COURT AT LAW. (a) In addition

to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other law, a

county court at law in Ector County has concurrent jurisdiction

with the district court in family law cases and proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(31), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AAThe fees assessed in a case in which a county court at
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law has concurrent civil jurisdiction with the district court are

the same as the fees that would be assessed in the district court

for that case.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is not more than $1,000 less than the salary paid

by the state to a district judge. The salary shall be paid out of

the county treasury, on the order of the commissioners court.

(f)AAThe judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Ector

County is entitled to travel expenses and necessary office

expenses, including administrative and clerical assistance, in the

same manner as is allowed the county judge.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(31), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(31), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court,

and the county clerk serves as clerk of the court in all other

cases.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(31), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(31), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(31), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.08(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.05,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 20, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1334 (H.B. 4718), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(31), eff. January 1, 2012.

90

http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/81R/billtext/html/HB04718F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/821/billtext/html/HB00079F.HTM


Sec. 25.0721.AAELLIS COUNTY.AAEllis County has the following

statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law No. 1 of Ellis County;

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Ellis County; and

(3)AAthe County Court at Law No. 3 of Ellis County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 461, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.

1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec. 2.05(a),

eff. January 1, 2021.

Sec.A25.0722.AAELLIS COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Ellis County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(32), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AAThe county courts at law of Ellis County have concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in civil cases regardless of

the amount in controversy.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(32), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is not less than 90 percent of the annual salary

of a district judge in the county. The salary shall be paid from the

county treasury on order of the commissioners court. The judge is

entitled to travel expenses and necessary office expenses,

including administrative and clerical personnel, in the same manner

as the county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(32), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law for family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk

serves as clerk for all other cases. The district clerk shall
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establish a separate docket for a county court at law. The

commissioners court may employ as many assistant district

attorneys, deputy sheriffs, and bailiffs as are necessary to serve

the court.

(h)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to compensation set by the commissioners court at an

amount at least equal to the compensation paid to the court reporter

of a district court in Ellis County.

(i)AAIf a family law case or proceeding is tried before a

jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.AAIn all other cases

the jury shall be composed of six members except as provided by the

constitution, Section 25.0007(c), or other law.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(32), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(32), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AASection 25.0008 does not apply to a county court at law

in Ellis County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 21, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 461, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1,

2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(32), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 9, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.0731.AAEL PASO COUNTY. (a) El Paso County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of El Paso County, Texas;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso County, Texas;

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of El Paso County, Texas;

(4)AACounty Court at Law No. 4 of El Paso County, Texas;

(5)AACounty Court at Law No. 5 of El Paso County, Texas;

(6)AACounty Court at Law No. 6 of El Paso County, Texas;

(7)AACounty Court at Law No. 7 of El Paso County, Texas;
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(8)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 1 of El Paso

County, Texas;

(9)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso

County, Texas;

(10)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 3 of El Paso

County, Texas; and

(11)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 4 of El Paso

County, Texas.

(b)AAEl Paso County has the following statutory probate

courts:

(1)AA the Probate Court No. 1 of El Paso County, Texas;

and

(2)AAthe Probate Court No. 2 of El Paso County, Texas.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1074, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.

1, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 512, Sec. 1, eff. June 13, 1991;

Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 20, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2001,

77th Leg., ch. 139, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 662 (H.B. 3475), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1122 (H.B. 4008), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2007.

Sec.A25.0732.AAEL PASO COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county court

at law in El Paso County has the jurisdiction provided by the

constitution and by general law for district courts.

(b)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAfelony cases, except as otherwise provided by law;

(2)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(3)AAcontested elections.

(c)AAThe County Criminal Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso County,

Texas, is designated to conduct the DWI Drug Court Intervention and

Treatment Program of El Paso County as a drug court program under

Chapter 123 for persons arrested for, charged with, or convicted of
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an offense involving the operation of a motor vehicle while

intoxicated.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(33), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAA county court at law may not issue writs of habeas

corpus in felony cases.

(f)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in cases in the concurrent jurisdiction of the county courts at

law and the district courts, and the county clerk serves as the

clerk in all other cases. The district clerk shall establish a

separate docket for each county court at law.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(33), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(33), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(33), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(33), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(l)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to the amount that is $1,000

less than the total annual salary, including supplements, received

by a district judge in the county.

(m)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(33), eff. January 1, 2012.

(n)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(33), eff. January 1, 2012.

(o)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(33), eff. January 1, 2012.

(p)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(33), eff. January 1, 2012.

(q)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law

must be well skilled in his profession. The official court reporter

of a county court at law is a sworn officer of the court who holds

office at the pleasure of the court. The official court reporter of
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a county court at law is entitled to receive at least the same

amount as compensation as the official court reporters in the

district courts in the county. The compensation shall be paid in

the same manner that the district court reporters are paid.

(r)AASection 25.0006(b) does not apply to County Court at Law

No. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, or 7 of El Paso County, Texas.

(s)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(33), eff. January 1, 2012.

(t)AAIf any cause or proceeding is lodged with the district

clerk and the district clerk files, dockets, or assigns the cause or

proceeding in or to a county court at law and the county court at law

does not have subject matter jurisdiction over the cause or

proceeding, then the filing, docketing, or assignment of the cause

or proceeding in or to a county court at law is considered a

clerical error and that clerical error shall be corrected by a

judgment or order nunc pro tunc. The cause or proceeding is

considered filed, docketed, or assigned to the district court of

the local administrative judge in the first instance rather than to

a county court at law of El Paso County. The judge of a county court

at law of El Paso County who acts in the cause or proceeding is

considered assigned to the district court of the local

administrative judge for that purpose and has all the powers of the

judge of that district court under the assignment.

(u)AAA county court at law judge of El Paso County has

jurisdiction to grant an order permitting a marriage ceremony to

take place during a 72-hour period immediately following the

issuance of a marriage license in El Paso County.

(v)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(33), eff. January 1, 2012.

(w)AAIn matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a

statutory county court in El Paso County and a judge of a district

court or another statutory county court in El Paso County may

transfer cases between the courts in the same manner judges of

district courts transfer cases under Section 24.003.

(x)AAA judge of a statutory county court in El Paso County and

a judge of a district court in El Paso County may exchange benches

and may sit and act for each other in any matter pending before the
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court.

(y)AAThe El Paso Council of Judges shall order the transfer

of criminal misdemeanor cases to the county criminal courts at law

from time to time to equalize the criminal misdemeanor dockets of

the statutory county courts for the efficient operation of the

court system and the effective administration of justice.AAIn

determining the court to which a case is transferred, the council

shall give preference to a county criminal court at law that is

required to give preference to certain cases under Subsection (z).

(z)AAThe County Criminal Courts No. 1, No. 2, No. 3, and No. 4

have the criminal jurisdiction provided by this section and other

law for statutory county courts in El Paso County and appellate

jurisdiction in appeals of criminal cases from justice courts and

municipal courts in the county as provided byAAArticle 45A.202,

Code of Criminal Procedure.AAThe County Criminal Court No. 4 shall

give preference to cases prosecuted under:

(1)AASection 22.01, Penal Code, in which the victim is a

person whose relationship to or association with the defendant is

described under Chapter 71, Family Code; and

(2)AASection 25.07, Penal Code.

(aa)AAThe County Criminal Court No. 1 has exclusive

jurisdiction over environmental offenses.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.32(c), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1074, Sec. 2 to 4, eff.

Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 20, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1997;

Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 139, Sec. 2, eff. Jan. 1, 2002; Acts 2003,

78th Leg., ch. 770, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1122 (H.B. 4008), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 3.06,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.22,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.
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4.50(a)(33), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 765 (H.B. 4504), Sec. 2.054,

eff. January 1, 2025.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec. 2.009,

eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.0733.AAEL PASO COUNTY PROBATE COURT PROVISIONS.

(a)AASections 25.0732(q) and (r), relating to county courts at law

in El Paso County, apply to a statutory probate court in El Paso

County.

(b)AAThe Probate Court No. 2 of El Paso County has primary

responsibility for mental illness proceedings and for all

administration related to mental illness proceedings, including

budget preparation, staff management, and the adoption of

administrative policy.AAThe Probate Court No. 1 of El Paso County

has secondary responsibility for mental illness proceedings.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(34), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(34), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 635, Sec. 3(2),

eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(34), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 512, Sec. 2, eff. June 13, 1991.

Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 426, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1,

2001; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 635, Sec. 3(2), eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 662 (H.B. 3475), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.23,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(34), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.0741.AAERATH COUNTY. Erath County has one statutory

county court, the County Court at Law of Erath County.
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Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 22(a), eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

Sec.A25.0742.AAERATH COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Erath County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in proceedings under Chapter

262, Family Code, in which the Department of Protective and

Regulatory Services has assumed the care, custody, and control of a

child.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(35), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 22(a), eff. Oct. 1,

1991. Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 902, Sec. 1, eff. June

14, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(35), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 25.0761.AAFANNIN COUNTY. Fannin County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Fannin County.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 663 (H.B. 2232), Sec. 1,

eff. September 1, 2009.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1103 (H.B. 4833), Sec.

11(a), eff. September 1, 2009.

Sec. 25.0762.AAFANNIN COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law and except as provided by Subsection (b), a county court

at law in Fannin County has concurrent jurisdiction with the

district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings, including

proceedings under Chapter 262, Family Code; and

(2)AAproceedings under Title 3, Family Code.

(b)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of

proceedings under:

(1)AASection 262.201, Family Code; or
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(2)AASection 54.03 or 54.04, Family Code.

(c)AAA county court at law shall transfer a family law case or

proceeding instituted under Chapter 262, Family Code, from that

court to the district court before a hearing governed by Section

262.201, Family Code, is commenced.AAA case or proceeding

transferred as required by this subsection shall be completed under

the same cause number and in the same manner as if the case or

proceeding were originally filed in the district court.AAThe

district court may not transfer the case or proceeding back to the

county court at law, except as provided by Section 262.203(a),

Family Code.

(d)AAA county court at law shall transfer a juvenile case or

proceeding instituted under Title 3, Family Code, from that court

to another court designated as a juvenile court under Section

51.04, Family Code, before a hearing governed by Section 54.03,

Family Code, is commenced.AAA case or proceeding transferred as

required by this subsection shall be completed under the same cause

number and in the same manner as if the case or proceeding were

originally filed in the juvenile court.AAThe juvenile court may not

transfer the case or proceeding back to the county court at law.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 663 (H.B. 2232), Sec. 1,

eff. September 1, 2009.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1103 (H.B. 4833), Sec.

11(a), eff. September 1, 2009.

Sec. 25.0811.AAFORT BEND COUNTY.AAFort Bend County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Fort Bend County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Fort Bend County;

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Fort Bend County;

(4)AACounty Court at Law No. 4 of Fort Bend County;

(5)AACounty Court at Law No. 5 of Fort Bend County; and

(6)AACounty Court at Law No. 6 of Fort Bend County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 653, Sec. 1, eff. Aug.

30, 1993; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 278, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2001.

Amended by:
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Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1182 (S.B. 1139), Sec.

3.03(a), eff. September 1, 2015.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 912 (S.B. 1329), Sec.

3.01(a), eff. January 1, 2018.

Sec.A25.0812.AAFORT BEND COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Fort Bend County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AAA county court at law is primarily responsible for and

shall give preference to:

(1)AAcases in which the court’s jurisdiction is

concurrent with the county court;

(2)AAeminent domain proceedings and cases;

(3)AAproceedings under Title 3, Family Code; and

(4)AAcivil cases in which the amount in controversy

does not exceed $20,000, excluding interest.

(c)AAA county court at law may enforce an order of the Family

District Court for the 328th Judicial District relating to a family

law matter.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(36), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(36), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe salary of a judge of a county court at law shall be

paid from the county treasury on order of the commissioners court in

the same manner that county employees are paid.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(36), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of the county courts

at law in cases in which the district courts and county courts at

law have concurrent jurisdiction, and which have been instituted in

the district courts, and the county clerk serves as clerk of the

county courts at law in all other cases.
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(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(36), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAIf a jury trial is requested in a case of concurrent

jurisdiction between the district courts and the county courts at

law, and the case was instituted in the district court, the jury

shall be composed of 12 members.AAIn all other cases in which a jury

trial is requested in the county courts at law, the jury shall be

composed of six members except as provided by the constitution,

Section 25.0007(c), or other law.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(36), eff. January 1, 2012.

(m)AASections 25.0005(b) and 25.0011 do not apply to a county

court at law in Fort Bend County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 23, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(36), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 10, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.0861.AAGALVESTON COUNTY. (a) Galveston County has

the following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court No. 1 of Galveston County;

(2)AACounty Court No. 2 of Galveston County; and

(3)AACounty Court No. 3 of Galveston County.

(b)AAGalveston County has one statutory probate court, the

Probate Court of Galveston County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 24, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 818, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997;

Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 904, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec.A25.0862.AAGALVESTON COUNTY STATUTORY COURT PROVISIONS.

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a statutory
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county court in Galveston County has:

(1)AAthe jurisdiction provided by the constitution and

by general law for district courts; and

(2)AAappellate jurisdiction in all appeals in criminal

cases from justice courts and municipal courts in Galveston County.

(b)AAA statutory county court does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAfelony cases, except as otherwise provided by law;

or

(2)AAelection contests.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1276, Sec. 9.003.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1276, Sec. 9.003.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1276, Sec. 9.003.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(37), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe judge of a statutory county court shall be paid an

annual salary that is not less than the total annual salary,

including supplements and contributions, paid a district judge in

the county. The salary shall be paid out of the general fund of the

county by warrants drawn on the county treasury on order of the

commissioners court.

(h)AAA bond is not required of the judge of the County Court

No. 1, 2, or 3 of Galveston County.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B.

41), Sec. 5.01(c)(2), eff. January 1, 2022.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(37), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAThe official court reporter of each statutory county

court and each statutory probate court is entitled to the same

compensation, paid in the same manner, as the official court

reporters of the district courts in Galveston County. Each

reporter is primarily responsible for cases in the reporter’s

court.

(l)AAEach reporter may be made available when not engaged in

proceedings in their court to report proceedings in all other

courts.AA Appeals and writs of error may be taken from judgments and

orders of the County Courts Nos. 1, 2, and 3 of Galveston County and

the judges, in civil and criminal cases, in the manner prescribed by
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law for appeals and writs of error.AAAppeals from interlocutory

orders of the County Courts Nos. 1, 2, and 3 appointing a receiver

or overruling a motion to vacate or appoint a receiver may be taken

and are governed by the laws relating to appeals from similar orders

of district courts.

(m)AASection 25.0006(b) does not apply to County Court No. 1,

2, or 3 of Galveston County.

(n)AAIf a jury trial is requested in a case that is in a

county court at law’s jurisdiction as provided by Subsection (a),

the jury shall be composed of six members unless the constitution,

Section 25.0007(c), or other law requires a 12-member

jury.AAFailure to object before a six-member jury is seated and

sworn constitutes a waiver of a 12-member jury.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 5.02(b), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.06,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 25, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 818, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1,

1997; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 635, Sec. 3(2), eff. Sept. 1, 2001;

Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 904, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts

2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1276, Sec. 9.003, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 265 (H.B. 7), Sec. 6.004, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.24,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(37), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 11, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B. 41), Sec.

5.01(c)(2), eff. January 1, 2022.

Sec. 25.0881.AAGILLESPIE COUNTY.AAGillespie County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Gillespie

County.

Added by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec.
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2.06(a), eff. October 1, 2019.

Sec. 25.0882.AAGILLESPIE COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, a county court at law in Gillespie County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings; and

(2)AAjuvenile law cases and proceedings.

(b)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law for family law cases and proceedings and the county clerk serves

as clerk for all other cases.AAThe commissioners court may employ

as many deputy sheriffs and bailiffs as are necessary to serve the

court.

(c)AAIf a case or proceeding in which a county court at law

has concurrent jurisdiction with a district court is tried before a

jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.AAIn all other cases,

the jury shall be composed of six members.

Added by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec.

2.06(a), eff. October 1, 2019.

Sec.A25.0931.AAGRAYSON COUNTY. (a) Grayson County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law of Grayson County; and

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Grayson County.

(b)AAThe county courts at law of Grayson County hold court in

the Grayson County Courthouse in Sherman.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.0932.AAGRAYSON COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, a county court at law in Grayson County has:

(1)AAoriginal concurrent jurisdiction with the justice

court in all civil and criminal matters over which the justice court

has jurisdiction; and

(2)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district court in

family law cases and proceedings.
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(b)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves

as clerk of the court in all other cases.

(c)AAAn appeal or writ of error may not be taken to a court of

appeals from a final judgment of a county court at law if:

(1)AAthe judgment or amount in controversy does not

exceed $100, excluding interest and costs; and

(2)AAthe case is a civil case over which the court at

law has appellate or original concurrent jurisdiction with the

justice court.

(d)AAAppeals from the justice court and other inferior courts

in the county must be made directly to a county court at law.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(38), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(38), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(h)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that does not exceed the total annual salary received

by the county attorney. The salary shall be paid out of the county

treasury on order of the commissioners court.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(38), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAIf the judge of a county court at law is disqualified or

recused in a pending case, the county judge or the judge of another

court at law may sit in the case.

(k)AAThe official court reporter of the County Court at Law

No. 2 of Grayson County is entitled to receive, in addition to

transcript fees, fees for statements of facts, and other fees, a

salary set by the commissioners court at an amount that does not

exceed the salary paid to the official court reporters of the

district courts in the county. The salary shall be paid monthly in

the same manner as other county employees ’ salaries are paid.

(l)AASection 25.0006(a) does not apply to a county court at

law in Grayson County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,
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1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.09(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(38), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec. 2.010,

eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.0941.AAGREGG COUNTY. (a) Gregg County has the

statutory county courts provided by this section.

(b)AAGregg County has a statutory county court, the County

Court at Law No. 1 of Gregg County.

(c)AAGregg County has an additional statutory county court,

the County Court at Law No. 2 of Gregg County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1210, Sec. 1, eff. June

15, 2001.

Sec.A25.0942.AAGREGG COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court of law in Gregg County has, concurrent with the

district court, the jurisdiction provided by the constitution and

general law for district courts, except that the county court at law

does not have jurisdiction in capital felony cases.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(39), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is not less than $1,000 less than the total

annual salary received by a district judge in the county.AAThe

salary may not be more than the total annual salary received by a

district judge in the county. The salary may be paid in equal

monthly installments.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law is entitled to travel

expenses and necessary office expenses, including administrative
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and clerical assistance, in the same manner as the county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(39), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(39), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in cases enumerated in Subsection (a)(2), and the county clerk

serves as clerk of a county court at law in all other cases.

(i)AAThe judge of a county court at law, with the

commissioners court’s consent, may employ a secretary. The

commissioners court shall set the secretary’s salary.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(39), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(39), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AAExcept as otherwise provided by this subsection, a jury

in a county court at law shall be composed of six members, unless

the constitution, Section 25.0007(c), or other law requires a

12-member jury.AAFailure to object before a six-member jury is

seated and sworn constitutes a waiver of a 12-member jury.AAIn

matters in which the constitution or other law does not require a

12-member jury and the county court at law has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court, the jury shall be composed of

12 members if a party to the suit requests a 12-member jury.AAIn a

civil case tried in a county court at law, the parties may, by

mutual agreement, agree to try the case with any number of jurors

and have a verdict rendered and returned by the vote of any number

of those jurors that is less than the total number of jurors.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 423, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997;

Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 689, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1348 (S.B. 2016), Sec. 1, eff.

October 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(39), eff. January 1, 2012.
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Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 12, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec. 25.0951.AAGRIMES COUNTY.AAGrimes County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Grimes County.

Added by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 912 (S.B. 1329), Sec.

3.02(a), eff. October 1, 2017.

Sec. 25.0952.AAGRIMES COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, a county court at law in Grimes County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AAThe judge of the county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary set by the commissioners court in an amount that is at

least equal to the amount that is $1,000 less than the total annual

salary, including contributions and supplements, received by a

district judge in the county.AAThe salary shall be paid by the

county treasurer by order of the commissioners court.

(c)AAThe judge of the county court at law is entitled to

travel expenses and necessary office expenses, including

administrative and clerical assistance, in the same manner as the

district judge.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law may not engage in the

private practice of law.

(e)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law for family cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves as

clerk for all other cases.AAThe commissioners court may employ as

many deputy sheriffs and bailiffs as are necessary to serve the

court.

(f)AAIf a case or proceeding in which a county court at law

has concurrent jurisdiction with a district court is tried before a

jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.AAIn all other cases,

the jury shall be composed of six members.

(g)AAThe judge of a county court at law may, instead of

appointing an official court reporter, contract for the services of

a court reporter under guidelines established by the commissioners
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court.

(h)AAThe laws governing the drawing, selection, service, and

pay of jurors for county courts apply to a county court at

law.AAJurors regularly impaneled for a week by the district court

may, on a request of a judge of the county court at law, be made

available and shall serve for the week in a county court at law.

(i)AAA county court at law has the same terms of court as a

district court in Grimes County.

Added by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 912 (S.B. 1329), Sec.

3.02(a), eff. October 1, 2017.

Sec.A25.0961.AAGUADALUPE COUNTY. (a) Guadalupe County has

the following statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law of Guadalupe County; and

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Guadalupe County.

(b)AAA county court at law in Guadalupe County sits in

Seguin.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 44, Sec. 1, eff. May 3,

2001.

Sec.A25.0962.AAGUADALUPE COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) A county court at law in Guadalupe County has the same terms of

court as the County Court of Guadalupe County.

(b)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, a county court at law in Guadalupe County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases

and proceedings including juvenile matters.

(c)AAA person appointed to fill a vacancy in the office of

judge is entitled to the same compensation as the previous judge.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(40), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(40), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AA If a case in the court’s concurrent jurisdiction with

the district court is tried before a jury, the jury shall be

composed of 12 members.
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(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(40), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AASections 25.0005(b) and 25.0008 do not apply to a county

court at law in Guadalupe County.

(i)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court,

and the county clerk shall serve as clerk of a county court at law in

all other cases.

Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 867, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.25,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(40), eff. January 1, 2012.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec.A25.1031.AAHARRIS COUNTY. (a) Harris County has the

following county civil courts at law:

(1)AACounty Civil Court at Law No. 1 of Harris County,

Texas;

(2)AACounty Civil Court at Law No. 2 of Harris County,

Texas;

(3)AACounty Civil Court at Law No. 3 of Harris County,

Texas; and

(4)AACounty Civil Court at Law No. 4 of Harris County,

Texas.

(b)AAHarris County has the following county criminal courts:

(1)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 1 of Harris

County, Texas;

(2)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 2 of Harris

County, Texas;

(3)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 3 of Harris

County, Texas;
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(4)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 4 of Harris

County, Texas;

(5)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 5 of Harris

County, Texas;

(6)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 6 of Harris

County, Texas;

(7)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 7 of Harris

County, Texas;

(8)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 8 of Harris

County, Texas;

(9)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 9 of Harris

County, Texas;

(10)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 10 of Harris

County, Texas;

(11)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 11 of Harris

County, Texas;

(12)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 12 of Harris

County, Texas;

(13)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 13 of Harris

County, Texas;

(14)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 14 of Harris

County, Texas;

(15)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 15 of Harris

County, Texas; and

(16)AACounty Criminal Court at Law No. 16 of Harris

County, Texas.

(c)AAHarris County has the following statutory probate

courts:

(1)AAProbate Court No. 1 of Harris County, Texas;

(2)AAProbate Court No. 2 of Harris County, Texas;

(3)AAProbate Court No. 3 of Harris County, Texas;

(4)AAProbate Court No. 4 of Harris County, Texas; and

(5)AAProbate Court No. 5 of Harris County, Texas.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 318, Sec. 1, eff. Aug.

30, 1993.

Amended by:
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Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1182 (S.B. 1139), Sec.

3.04(a), eff. January 1, 2016.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.011(a), eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.1032.AAHARRIS COUNTY CIVIL COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) A county civil court at law in Harris County has jurisdiction

over all civil matters and causes, original and appellate,

prescribed by law for county courts, but does not have the

jurisdiction of a probate court. A county civil court at law has

jurisdiction in appeals of civil cases from justice courts in

Harris County.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(c)AAA county civil court at law has exclusive jurisdiction

in Harris County of eminent domain proceedings, both statutory and

inverse, if the amount in controversy in a statutory proceeding

does not exceed the amount provided by Section 25.0003(c) in civil

cases. Notwithstanding Section 21.013, Property Code, a party

initiating a condemnation proceeding in Harris County may file a

petition with the district clerk when the amount in controversy

exceeds the amount provided by Section 25.0003(c). The amount in

controversy is the amount of the bona fide offer made by the entity

with eminent domain authority to acquire the property from the

property owner voluntarily.

(d)AAIn addition to other jurisdiction provided by law, a

county civil court at law has jurisdiction to:

(1)AAdecide the issue of title to real or personal

property;

(2)AAhear a suit to recover damages for slander or

defamation of character;

(3)AAhear a suit for the enforcement of a lien on real

property;

(4)AAhear a suit for the forfeiture of a corporate

charter;

(5)AAhear a suit for the trial of the right to property

valued at $200 or more that has been levied on under a writ of
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execution, sequestration, or attachment; and

(6)AAhear a suit for the recovery of real property.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(41), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe judge of a county civil court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is not less than the total annual salary received

by a judge of a probate court in the county.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(41), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(41), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAThe official court reporter of a county civil court at

law is entitled to receive the same salary as a reporter of a

district court in the county.

(j)AAThe county clerk shall keep separate dockets for each of

the county civil courts at law. The county clerk shall tax the

official court reporter’s fee as costs in civil actions in a county

civil court at law in the same manner as the fee is taxed in civil

cases in the district courts.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(41), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AASections 25.0006(b) and 25.0008 do not apply to a county

civil court at law in Harris County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.10(a), (b),

8.11(a), eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 445, Sec. 1,

eff. June 14, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec.

15.07, eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70,

eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(41), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 462 (H.B. 2536), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2015.

Sec.A25.1033.AAHARRIS COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT AT LAW

PROVISIONS. (a)AAA county criminal court at law in Harris County
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has the criminal jurisdiction provided by law for county courts,

concurrent jurisdiction with civil statutory county courts for

Harris County to hear appeals of the suspension of a driver’s

license and original proceedings regarding occupational driver’s

licenses, and appellate jurisdiction in appeals of criminal cases

from justice courts and municipal courts in the county.

(b)AAThe judge of a county criminal court at law has the same

powers, rights, and privileges as to criminal matters as a county

judge having criminal jurisdiction.

(c)AAA county criminal court at law or its judge may issue

writs of habeas corpus in criminal misdemeanor cases and all writs

necessary for the enforcement of its jurisdiction.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(42), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(42), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(42), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe judge of a county criminal court at law shall be paid

an annual salary that is not less than $1,000 less than the total

annual salary, including supplements, of a district judge in the

county.

(h)AAAn appointee to the office of judge of a county criminal

court at law serves until the next general election at which the

office appears on the ballot as provided by Article XVI, Section 65,

of the Texas Constitution.

(i)AAA special county criminal court at law judge may be

appointed or elected as provided by law for special county judges.

A special judge may also be appointed to serve in a county criminal

court at law as provided by Section 75.403.

(j)AAThe county criminal courts may establish a court manager

and coordinator system as provided by Section 75.402.

(k)AAThe Harris County district attorney serves as

prosecutor for the county criminal courts at law as provided by

Section 43.180.

(l)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county criminal

court at law.
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(m)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(42), eff. January 1, 2012.

(n)AAThe official court reporter of a county criminal court

at law is entitled to the same amount of compensation as the

official court reporters of the district courts in the county. The

salary shall be paid in the same manner as the district court

reporters are paid.

(o)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(42), eff. January 1, 2012.

(p)AASections 25.0006, 74.091, and 74.092 do not apply to a

county criminal court at law in Harris County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 635, Sec. 1, eff. June

14, 1989; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1205, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,

2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.26,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(42), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.1034.AAHARRIS COUNTY PROBATE COURT PROVISIONS. (a)

Repealed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 635, Sec. 3(2), eff. Sept. 1,

2001.

(b)AAThe Probate Court No. 3 of Harris County has primary

responsibility for mental illness proceedings and for all

administration related to mental illness proceedings, including

budget preparation, staff management, and the adoption of

administrative policy. The Probate Court No. 4 of Harris County has

secondary responsibility for mental illness proceedings.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(43), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d), (e) Repealed by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 2,

eff. Aug. 28, 1989.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 331, Sec. 2,

eff. October 1, 2007.

(g)AAThe judge of a statutory probate court shall be paid an
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annual salary that is at least equal to the total annual salary,

including supplements, received by a district judge in the county.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(43), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAWith the approval of the commissioners court, a judge of

a statutory probate court may appoint an administrative assistant,

a court coordinator, an auditor, and other staff necessary for the

operation of the courts. The commissioners court, with the advice

and counsel of the judges, sets the salaries of the staff.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B.

3474), Sec. 2.011(b), eff. September 1, 2023.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(43), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(43), eff. January 1, 2012.

(m)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 4, eff.

Aug. 26, 1991 and Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 466, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.

1, 1987; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 1, 2, eff. Aug. 28,

1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 4, eff. Aug. 26, 1991;

Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991; Acts

1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1153, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2001,

77th Leg., ch. 635, Sec. 3(2), eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 331 (H.B. 2967), Sec. 2, eff.

October 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(43), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.011(b), eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.1041.AAHARRISON COUNTY. (a) Harrison County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Harrison County.

(b)AAThe County Court at Law of Harrison County sits in

Marshall.
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Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.1042.AAHARRISON COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, a county court at law in Harrison County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court, on assignment of a

district judge presiding in Harrison County, in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings;

(2)AAfelony cases other than capital murder cases; and

(3)AAcivil cases.

(b)AAAssignment and transfer of cases under Subsection (a) is

at the discretion of the judge of the district court making the

assignment.AAAssignment or transfer from a county court at law to a

district court is governed by Section 74.121(b)(1).

(c)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in cases assigned under Subsection (a), and the county clerk

serves as clerk of the court in all other cases.

(d)AAA party to a case assigned under Subsection (a) may

request a jury of 12 persons if the party makes the request not

later than the 30th day before the trial date. Except as provided by

Subsection (h), a party who does not make a timely request under

this subsection waives the right to request a 12-person jury and the

case will proceed with a six-person jury.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid a salary

that is equal to the amount paid the criminal district attorney of

Harrison County. The salary shall be paid out of the county

treasury on orders of the commissioners court.

(f)AAIn matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a district judge

presiding in Harrison County may transfer cases from the district

court to a county court at law in Harrison County in the same manner

judges of district courts transfer cases under Section 24.003.

(g)AAThe criminal district attorney is entitled to the same

fees prescribed by law for prosecutions in the county court, except

that in cases assigned under Subsection (a), the criminal district

attorney is entitled to the same fees prescribed by law for

prosecutions in a district court.
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(h)AAA jury must be composed of 12 members in any felony case.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(44), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.27,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(44), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1059 (H.B. 3153), Sec.

2.02(a), eff. January 1, 2015.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1237 (S.B. 1806), Sec. 1, eff.

January 1, 2015.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 832 (H.B. 4199), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2015.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 13, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec. 25.1071.AAHAYS COUNTY.AAHays County has the following

statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law No. 1 of Hays County;

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Hays County; and

(3)AAthe County Court at Law No. 3 of Hays County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.12(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989.

Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 912 (S.B. 1329), Sec.

3.03(a), eff. October 1, 2018.

Sec.A25.1072.AAHAYS COUNTY AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Hays County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.
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(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(45), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(45), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe county clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law, except that the district clerk serves as clerk of the court in

family law cases and proceedings.AAThe district clerk shall

establish a separate docket for a county court at law.

(f)AA If a family law case or proceeding is tried before a

jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(45), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(45), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AASection 25.0005(b) does not apply to a county court at

law in Hays County.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.12(b), (c),

eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec.

15.08, eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 26,

70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.28,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(45), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.1091.AAHENDERSON COUNTY. Henderson County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law of Henderson County; and

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Henderson County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 377, Sec. 3(a), eff.
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Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec.A25.1092.AAHENDERSON COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Henderson County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(c)AAThe judge of a county court at law may set and approve

sequestration bonds and replevy bonds in excess of the $50,000

jurisdictional amount in cases in which the amount of the suit is

less than that amount.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least $40,000.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(46), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(46), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAA special judge of a county court at law must take the

oath of office required of the regular judge and has the power and

jurisdiction of the court and of the regular judge for whom he is

sitting. A special judge may sign orders, judgments, decrees, or

other process as "Judge Presiding" when acting for the regular

judge.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 242, Sec. 1, eff.

Aug. 28, 1995.

(i)AAIf the regular judge is absent, disabled, or

disqualified from presiding, the presiding judge of the

administrative judicial region may appoint a retired judge of a

district court or county court at law or a regular judge of a

district court or county court at law to preside over the county

court at law. The presiding judge of the judicial region with the

consent of a retired judge of a district court or county court at

law, or a regular judge of a district court within the presiding

judge’s region, may make an assignment outside the judicial region

over which the judge presides with the specific authorization of
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the presiding judge of the judicial region in which the assignment

is made.

(j)AAA retired judge of a district court or county court at

law may elect to be a judicial officer by filing the written

election with the presiding judge of the judicial district in which

the retired judge resides. A judge may not be appointed special

judge or visiting judge if the judge:

(1)AAappears and pleads as an attorney at law in any

court of this state;

(2)AAhas been defeated in an election for judge of the

court over which the judge formerly presided;

(3)AAhas been removed from office by impeachment, by

the supreme court, or by the governor on address to the legislature;

(4)AAhas been discharged from the practice of law,

whether or not reinstated; or

(5)AAhas resigned as judge of a court while under

investigation by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct.

(k)AAA visiting judge has the same authority and powers and

is entitled to the same amount of compensation as provided for a

special judge by this section.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(46), eff. January 1, 2012.

(m)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to receive the same amount of compensation, fees, and

allowances as the reporter of a district court.

(n)AAThe county clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law, except the district judge and the judge of the county court at

law, by rule, may provide that the district clerk serve as clerk of

a county court at law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the

district court.

(o)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(46), eff. January 1, 2012.

(p)AARepealed by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B.

2342), Sec. 34(2), eff. September 1, 2020.

(q)AASections 25.0006 and 25.0008 do not apply to a county

court at law in Henderson County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,
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1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.44(4), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.09,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 27, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 242, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 28,

1995.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(46), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 34(2),

eff. September 1, 2020.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec.A25.1101.AAHIDALGO COUNTY. (a)AAHidalgo County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Hidalgo County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Hidalgo County;

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 4 of Hidalgo County;

(4)AACounty Court at Law No. 5 of Hidalgo County;

(5)AACounty Court at Law No. 6 of Hidalgo County;

(6)AACounty Court at Law No. 7 of Hidalgo County;

(7)AACounty Court at Law No. 8 of Hidalgo County;

(8)AACounty Court at Law No. 9 of Hidalgo County; and

(9)AACounty Court at Law No. 10 of Hidalgo County.

(b)AAHidalgo County has one statutory probate court, the

Probate Court of Hidalgo County.

(c)AAThe county courts at law of Hidalgo County sit in the

county seat.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1135, Sec. 1, eff. Aug.

28, 1989; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1211, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,

2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 278 (S.B. 1875), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2005.

122

http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/821/billtext/html/HB00079F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/html/SB02342F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/html/SB02878F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/79R/billtext/html/SB01875F.HTM


Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1335 (H.B. 3570), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 860 (S.B. 2469), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2011.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1090 (H.B. 4793), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2011.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1103 (H.B. 4833), Sec. 12(a),

eff. September 1, 2011.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec. 2.07(a),

eff. September 1, 2019.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec.A25.1102.AAHIDALGO COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Hidalgo County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings; and

(2)AAcivil cases in which the matter in controversy

does not exceed $750,000, excluding interest, statutory or punitive

damages and penalties, and attorney’s fees and costs, as alleged on

the page of the petition.

(b)AAThe County Court at Law No. 6 of Hidalgo County shall

give preference to family law cases and proceedings.

(c)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is not less than $1,000 less than the total

annual salary, including supplements, received by a district judge

in the county. The salary of a county court at law judge shall be

paid in the same manner and from the same fund as prescribed by law

for the county judge of Hidalgo County.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(47), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(47), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is
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entitled to receive a salary set by the judge of the county court at

law as provided by law for district court reporters.AAThe salary

shall be paid monthly by the commissioners court out of funds

available for that purpose.

(g)AAThe official interpreter of the district courts of

Hidalgo County serves as official interpreter of each county court

at law. If the official interpreter is not available, the judge of

a county court at law may appoint a temporary interpreter. The

temporary interpreter shall be compensated at an amount not to

exceed $5 a day paid out of the county’s general fund on certificate

of the judge. Subject to the commissioners court approval, the

judge of a county court at law may appoint an official interpreter

for the court as provided by law.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(47), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(47), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(47), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAExpired.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(47), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1135, Sec. 2 to 4, eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 28, 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1446, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997;

Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1211, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 278 (S.B. 1875), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1335 (H.B. 3570), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(47), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B. 41), Sec. 2.08, eff.

January 1, 2022.
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Sec. 25.1111.AAHILL COUNTY. Hill County has one statutory

county court, the County Court at Law of Hill County.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 959 (H.B. 1622), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Sec. 25.1112.AAHILL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Hill County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in felony cases and family law

cases and proceedings.AAA county court at law does not have

jurisdiction of felony cases involving capital murder.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(49), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(49), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid as

provided by Section 25.0005.AAThe judge’s salary shall be paid out

of the county treasury on order of the commissioners court. The

judge is entitled to necessary office and operational expenses,

including administrative and clerical personnel, in the same manner

as the county judge.

(e)AAThe district clerk serves as the clerk of a county court

at law for all criminal and civil matters except that the county

clerk serves as the clerk of the county court at law in probate and

guardianship matters.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(49), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AANotwithstanding Section 74.0911, the judge of the 66th

District Court shall act as presiding judge between the district

and county court at law and may assign to the county court at law

original or appellate cases that are within the jurisdiction of the

county court at law.AAThe assignment shall be made by docket

notation.

(h)AAIn matters of concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of a

county court at law and the judge of the 66th District Court may

exchange benches, transfer cases, assign each other to hear cases

in accordance with orders signed and approved by the judges
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involved, and otherwise manage their respective dockets under local

administrative rules.

(i)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to the compensation set by the commissioners court on

order of the judge of the court in an amount not to exceed 90 percent

of the compensation paid to the court reporter of a district court

in Hill County.

(j)AAIf a family law case or proceeding is tried before a

jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.AAIn all other cases,

except as otherwise required by law, the jury shall be composed of

six members.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(49), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 959 (H.B. 1622), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(49), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1182 (S.B. 1139), Sec. 3.05,

eff. September 1, 2015.

Sec.A25.1131.AAHOOD COUNTY. Hood County has one statutory

county court, the County Court at Law No. 1 of Hood County.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 629, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec.A25.1132.AAHOOD COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Hood County has the jurisdiction

provided by this section.

(b)AAA county court at law in Hood County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the county court in mental health cases.

(c)AAA county court at law in Hood County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and related proceedings;

(2)AAcontested probate matters under Section

32.003(a), Estates Code; and

(3)AAcontested matters in guardianship proceedings
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under Section 1022.003(a), Estates Code.

(d)AAThe county court and each county court at law and

district court in Hood County has jurisdiction over juvenile

matters and may be designated a juvenile court. The county court

has primary jurisdiction over juvenile matters.

(e)AAExcept as provided by Subsection (c)(3) or (4), a county

court at law does not have probate jurisdiction.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(50), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(50), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(50), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is not less than 90 percent of the annual salary

of a district judge in the county. The salary shall be paid from the

county treasury on order of the commissioners court. The judge is

entitled to travel expenses and necessary office expenses,

including administrative and clerical personnel, in the same manner

as the county judge.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(50), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAA special judge must take the oath of office required by

law for the regular judge and has the same authority as the regular

judge. A special judge may sign orders, judgments, decrees, and

other processes of the court as "Judge Presiding" when acting for

the regular judge. The appointment of a special judge to a county

court at law does not affect the jurisdiction of the court.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(50), eff. January 1, 2012.

(m)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(50), eff. January 1, 2012.

(n)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to compensation set by the commissioners court in an

amount at least equal to the compensation paid to the court reporter

of a district court in Hood County.

(o)AAIf a family law case or proceeding is tried before a jury
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in a county court at law, the jury shall be composed of 12

members.AAIn all other cases, the jury shall be composed of six

members except as provided by the constitution, Section 25.0007(c),

or other law.

(p)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(50), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 629, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 774, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,

2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1351 (S.B. 408), Sec. 12(e),

eff. September 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1085 (S.B. 1196), Sec. 41,

eff. September 1, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(50), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 324 (S.B. 1488), Sec. 22.027,

eff. September 1, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 14, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.1141.AAHOPKINS COUNTY. Hopkins County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Hopkins County.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 441, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992;

Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 29(a), eff. Jan. 1, 1992.

Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 731, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1996.

Sec.A25.1142.AAHOPKINS COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Hopkins County has except as

limited by Subsection (b), concurrent with the district court, the

jurisdiction provided by the constitution and by general law for

district courts.

(b)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAfelony jury trials;

(2)AAsuits on behalf of the state to recover penalties

or escheated property;
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(3)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4)AAcontested elections.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(51), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that does not exceed 80 percent of the annual salary

that is paid by the state to a district judge in the county. The

salary shall be paid from the same fund and in the same manner as

other county officials are paid.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(51), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe commissioners court may authorize the judge of a

county court at law to set the official court reporter’s salary.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(51), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court,

and the county clerk serves as clerk of a county court at law in all

other matters. Each clerk shall establish a separate docket for a

county court at law.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 441, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992;

Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 29(a), eff. Jan. 1, 1992.

Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 731, Sec. 2, eff. Jan. 1, 1996.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.29,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(51), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 15, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.1151.AAHOUSTON COUNTY. Houston County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Houston County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.1152.AAHOUSTON COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)
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In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Houston County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings including juvenile matters.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(52), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AAThe salary of the judge of a county court at law shall be

paid out of the county treasury on orders of the commissioners

court. The judge is entitled to reasonable travel expenses and

necessary office expenses, including administrative and clerical

assistance.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(52), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(52), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall set the official

court reporter’s salary at an amount that does not exceed the salary

of the court reporter for the district court. The salary shall be

paid from the county treasury on order of the commissioners court.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(52), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(52), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of the court in

family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves as

clerk for all other cases. The district clerk shall establish a

separate docket for a county court at law. The commissioners court

may employ as many deputy sheriffs and bailiffs as are necessary to

serve the court.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 30(a), (b),

70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(52), eff. January 1, 2012.
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Sec. 25.1181.AAHUNT COUNTY. Hunt County has two statutory

county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law Number One of Hunt County;

and

(2)AAthe County Court at Law Number Two of Hunt County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 197 (S.B. 2018), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2007.

Sec. 25.1182.AAHUNT COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county court at law

in Hunt County has concurrent jurisdiction with the district court

in:

(1)AAfelony cases to:

(A)AAconduct arraignments;

(B)AAconduct pretrial hearings;

(C)AAaccept guilty pleas; and

(D)AAconduct jury trials on assignment of a

district judge presiding in Hunt County and acceptance of the

assignment by the judge of the county court at law;

(2)AAClass A and Class B misdemeanor cases;

(3)AAfamily law matters;

(4)AAjuvenile matters;

(5)AAprobate matters; and

(6)AAappeals from the justice and municipal courts.

(b)AAA county court at law’s civil jurisdiction concurrent

with the district court in civil cases is limited to cases in which

the matter in controversy does not exceed $200,000.AAA county court

at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAsuits on behalf of this state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(2)AAfelony cases involving capital murder;

(3)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct; or
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(4)AAcontested elections.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(53), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid a total

annual salary set by the commissioners court at an amount that is

not less than $1,000 less than the total annual salary received by a

district judge in the county.AAA district judge’s or statutory

county court judge’s total annual salary does not include

contributions and supplements paid by a county.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(53), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court,

and the county clerk shall serve as clerk of a county court at law in

all other matters.AAEach clerk shall establish a separate docket

for a county court at law.

(g)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to receive a salary set by the judge of the county court at

law with the approval of the commissioners court.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(53), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.10,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1103 (H.B. 4833), Sec. 13(a),

eff. September 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.30,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(53), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.1251.AAJEFFERSON COUNTY. (a) Jefferson County has

the following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 1;

(2)AACounty Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 2; and
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(3)AACounty Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 3.

(b)AAThe county courts at law of Jefferson County sit in

Beaumont.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.1252.AAJEFFERSON COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) Repealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

(b)AAThe County Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 3 shall

give preference to criminal cases.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(54), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to the amount that is $1,000

less than the total annual salary, including supplements, received

by a district judge in the county. The salary shall be paid out of

the county treasury on order of the commissioners court.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(54), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAIn addition to the lawful fees for transcribing

testimony and preparing statements of facts, the official shorthand

reporter of the County Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 3

receives the same salary as the official shorthand reporter of the

County Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 1. The salary shall be

paid monthly out of the county treasury on order of the

commissioners court.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(54), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAIf a family law case or proceeding is tried before a jury

in a county court at law, the jury shall be composed of 12

members.AAIn all other cases, the jury shall be composed of six

members except as provided by the constitution, Section 25.0007(c),
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or other law.

(k)AAFor each court, the county clerk shall appoint a deputy

acceptable to the judge to attend the sessions of court and attend

to all matters pertaining to the court. The deputy assigned to the

County Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 1 is entitled to receive

a salary not to exceed the maximum salary paid other deputies in the

county clerk’s office with the rating of a head of a department.

The salary shall be paid out of the county’s general fund on order

of the commissioners court.

(l)AAAn appeal from the justice courts or municipal courts in

Jefferson County must be made directly to any of the county courts

at law in Jefferson County.

(m)AASection 25.0006 does not apply to the county courts at

law of Jefferson County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(54), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 16, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec. 25.1271.AAJIM WELLS COUNTY.AAJim Wells County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Jim Wells County.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1059 (H.B. 3153), Sec.

2.03(a), eff. January 1, 2015.

Sec. 25.1272.AAJIM WELLS COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, a county court at law in Jim Wells County has the

jurisdiction provided by this section.

(b)AAA county court at law in Jim Wells County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings;

(2)AAClass A and Class B misdemeanors;

(3)AAjuvenile cases; and

134

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=25.0006
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/821/billtext/html/HB00079F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/html/SB02342F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/83R/billtext/html/HB03153F.HTM
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=25.0003


(4)AAappeals from justice and municipal courts.

(c)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAsuits on behalf of this state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(2)AAfelony cases;

(3)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4)AAcontested elections.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law must have the same

qualifications as those required by law for a district judge.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid a total

annual salary set by the commissioners court at an amount that is

not less than $1,000 less than the total annual salary received by a

district judge in the county.AAA district judge’s or statutory

county court judge’s total annual salary does not include

contributions and supplements paid by a county.

(f)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court,

except that the county clerk serves as clerk of the court in Class A

and Class B misdemeanor cases.AAThe county clerk shall serve as

clerk of a county court at law in all other matters.AAEach clerk

shall establish a separate docket for a county court at law.

(g)AAJurors summoned for a county court at law or a district

court in the county may by order of the judge of the court to which

they are summoned be transferred to another court for service and

may be used as if summoned for the court to which they are

transferred.

(h)AAIf a jury trial is requested in a case that is in a

county court at law’s jurisdiction, the jury shall be composed of

six members unless the constitution, Section 25.0007(c), or other

law requires a 12-member jury.AAFailure to object before a

six-member jury is seated and sworn constitutes a waiver of a

12-member jury.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1059 (H.B. 3153), Sec.

2.03(a), eff. January 1, 2015.

Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 17, eff.

September 1, 2020.
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Sec.A25.1281.AAJOHNSON COUNTY. Johnson County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law No. 1 of Johnson County;

and

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Johnson County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 529, Sec. 1, eff. Aug.

26, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 31(a), eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

Sec.A25.1282.AAJOHNSON COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Johnson County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(55), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(55), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is equal to 90 percent of the annual salary paid

by the state to a district judge in the county. The salary shall be

paid in the same manner and from the same fund as the salary of the

county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(55), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe county attorney or district attorney serves as

prosecuting attorney for a county court at law.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(55), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(55), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1076, Sec. 1, eff. Aug.
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28, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 32, 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(55), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 25.1311.AAKAUFMAN COUNTY. Kaufman County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law of Kaufman County; and

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Kaufman County.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 197, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 776 (H.B. 3547), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Sec.A25.1312.AAKAUFMAN COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a statutory county court in Kaufman County has, except as

limited by Subsection (b), the jurisdiction provided by the

constitution and general law for district courts.

(b)AAA statutory county court in Kaufman County does not have

jurisdiction of:

(1)AAfelony cases involving capital murder;

(2)AAsuits on behalf of the state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(3)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4)AAcontested elections.

(b-1)AARepealed by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B.

891), Sec. 15.03(1), eff. September 1, 2019.

(c)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a statutory county

court except that the county clerk serves as clerk of the statutory

county court in matters of mental health, probate, juvenile and

criminal misdemeanor docket, and all civil matters in which the

statutory county court does not have concurrent jurisdiction with

the district court.

(d)AAA jury must be composed of 12 members in:

(1)AAcivil cases in which the amount in controversy is
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$200,000 or more;

(2)AAfamily law cases and proceedings; and

(3)AAfelony cases.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(56), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AANotwithstanding Sections 74.091 and 74.0911, a district

judge serves as the local administrative judge for the district and

statutory county courts in Kaufman County. The judges of district

courts shall elect a district judge as local administrative judge

for a term of not more than two years. The local administrative

judge may not be elected on the basis of rotation or seniority.

(g)AAWhen administering a case for the statutory county

court, the district clerk shall charge civil fees and court costs as

if the case had been filed in the district court. In a case of

concurrent jurisdiction, the case shall be assigned to either the

district court or statutory county court in accordance with local

administrative rules established by the local administrative

judge.

(h)AAThe judge of the statutory county court shall appoint an

official court reporter for the court and shall set the official

court reporter’s annual salary, subject to approval by the county

commissioners court. The official court reporter of the statutory

county court shall take an oath or affirmation as an officer of the

court, holds office at the pleasure of the judge of the court, and

shall be provided a private office in close proximity to the court.

The official court reporter is entitled to all rights and benefits

afforded all other county employees.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(56), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AANot later than one year after the date of appointment,

the bailiff of a statutory county court must have received a peace

officer license under Chapter 1701, Occupations Code, from the

Texas Commission on Law Enforcement.AAThe sheriff of Kaufman County

shall deputize the bailiff of a statutory county court.AAThe

bailiff of a statutory county court is subject to the training and

continuing education requirements of a sheriff ’s deputy of the

county.AAThe sheriff shall remove from office a bailiff who does
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not receive a peace officer license within one year of appointment

as required by this subsection.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(56), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(56), eff. January 1, 2012.

(m)AAIn matters of concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of a

statutory county court and the district judge may exchange benches,

transfer cases, subject to acceptance, assign each other to hear

cases, and otherwise manage their respective dockets under local

administrative rules.

(n)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(56), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 197, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 776 (H.B. 3547), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.31,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(56), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 93 (S.B. 686), Sec. 2.18, eff.

May 18, 2013.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec. 2.08(a),

eff. September 1, 2019.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec.

15.03(1), eff. September 1, 2019.

Sec.A25.1351.AAKERR COUNTY. Kerr County has one statutory

county court, the County Court at Law of Kerr County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.1352.AAKERR COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

Repealed by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 72, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1,

1993.

(b)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section
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25.0003 and other law, a county court at law in Kerr County has:

(1)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district court in

proceedings under the Family Code; and

(2)AAconcurrent with the county court, the jurisdiction

of a probate court in proceedings under Chapter 462, Health and

Safety Code, and Subtitle C, Title 7, Health and Safety Code.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 72, Sec. 2, eff.

Sept. 1, 1993.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(58), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(f), (g) Repealed by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 72, Sec. 2,

eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(58), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAto (j) Repealed by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 72, Sec. 2,

eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 76, Sec. 11, eff. Sept.

1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 33, 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 72, Sec. 1, 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(58), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.1391.AAKLEBERG COUNTY. (a) Kleberg County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Kleberg County.

(b)AAThe county court at law sits in the county seat of

Kleberg County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.1392.AAKLEBERG COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Kleberg County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:
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(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings; and

(2)AAfelony cases to conduct arraignments, conduct

pretrial hearings, and accept guilty pleas.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(c)AAA bond is not required of a judge of a county court at

law.

(d)AAA judge of a county court at law shall be paid an annual

salary that is at least $32,000 but not more than $1,000 less than

the salary paid by the state to a district judge. A county court at

law judge is entitled to travel expenses and necessary office

expenses, including administrative and clerical assistance, in the

same manner as the county judge.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(59), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of each county court

at law in cases enumerated in Subsection (a)(2), and the county

clerk serves as clerk of a county court at law in all other cases.

The district clerk shall establish a separate docket for a county

court at law.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(59), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAThe jury in all civil or criminal matters is composed of

12 members, except that in misdemeanor criminal cases and any other

case in which the court has concurrent jurisdiction with the county

court the jury is composed of six members.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(59), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.13(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 34, 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(59), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.1411.AALAMAR COUNTY. Lamar County has one statutory
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county court, the County Court at Law of Lamar County.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 100, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec.A25.1412.AALAMAR COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, a county court at law in Lamar County has:

(1)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district court

in:

(A)AAprobate matters and proceedings, including

will contests;

(B)AAfamily law cases and proceedings, including

juvenile cases; and

(C)AAfelony cases to conduct arraignments and

pretrial hearings and to accept guilty pleas; and

(2)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the county and

district courts over all suits arising under the Family Code.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(60), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(60), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe judge is entitled to travel expenses and necessary

office expenses, including administrative and clerical assistance,

in the same manner as the county judge. The judge of a county court

at law shall be paid an annual salary of at least $50,000. The

salary shall be paid from the county treasury on order of the

commissioners court.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(60), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court,

other than probate matters and proceedings.AAThe county clerk

serves as clerk of the court in all other matters.AAEach clerk shall

establish a separate docket for a county court at law.

(g)AAThe judge of a county court at law may appoint an

official court reporter or the judge may contract for the services

of a court reporter.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.
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4.50(a)(60), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(60), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAAn appeal in a civil case from a judgment or order of a

county court at law is to the court of appeals as provided for an

appeal from a district or county court. An appeal in a criminal

case is to the court of appeals as provided for an appeal from a

county court. A case appealed from a justice court or other

inferior court in Lamar County must be made directly to a county

court at law, unless otherwise provided by law.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(60), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AAThe fees assessed in a case in which a county court at

law has concurrent civil jurisdiction with the district court are

the same as the fees that would be assessed in the district court

for that case.

(m)AAIn matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of the

county court at law and a judge of a district court may transfer

cases between the courts in the same manner judges of district

courts transfer cases under Section 24.003.

(n)AAThe judge of a county court at law and a judge of a

district court may exchange benches and may sit and act for each

other in any matter pending before either court.

(o)AAThe laws governing the drawing, selection, service, and

pay of jurors for county courts apply to a county court at

law.AAJurors regularly impaneled for a week by the district court

may, on request of the judge of a county court at law, be made

available and shall serve for the week in a county court at law.

(p)AAExcept as otherwise provided by this subsection, a jury

in a county court at law shall be composed of six members unless the

constitution, Section 25.0007(c), or other law requires a 12-member

jury.AAFailure to object before a six-member jury is seated and

sworn constitutes a waiver of a 12-member jury.AAIn matters in

which the constitution or other law does not require a 12-member

jury and the county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with

the district court, the jury may be composed of 12 members if a

party to the suit requests a 12-member jury and the judge of the

143

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=24.003
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=25.0007


court consents.AAIn a civil case tried in a county court at law, the

parties may, by mutual agreement, agree to try the case with any

number of jurors and have a verdict rendered and returned by the

vote of any number of those jurors that is less than the total

number of jurors.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 100, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(60), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1059 (H.B. 3153), Sec.

2.04(a), eff. September 1, 2013.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 18, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec. 25.1481.AALIBERTY COUNTY. (a)AALiberty County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law of Liberty County; and

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Liberty County.

(b)AAThe county courts at law of Liberty County sit in

Liberty.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec. 2.09(a),

eff. September 1, 2019.

Sec.A25.1482.AALIBERTY COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Liberty County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AAThis section does not affect the right of appeal to a

county court at law from a justice court in cases in which the right

of appeal to the county court exists by law.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.
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4.50(a)(61), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAA bond is not required of a judge of a county court at

law.

(f)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to receive the same compensation, fees, and allowances as

the reporters of the district courts in Liberty County.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(61), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(61), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAIf the regular judge of the county court at law is

absent, disabled, or disqualified from presiding, the presiding

judge of the administrative judicial region in which the county is

located may appoint a retired district judge or a person licensed to

practice law in this state to sit as a special judge.

(j)AAA special judge must have the same qualifications as the

regular judge, except that the only residency requirement for a

person who is a retired judge is that the retired judge must reside

in the administrative judicial region. A retired judge must have

voluntarily retired from office and have certified his willingness

to serve.

(k)AAA special judge must take the oath of office required by

law for the regular judge and has all the power and jurisdiction of

the court and of the regular judge for whom he is sitting. A special

judge may sign orders, judgments, decrees, or other process of any

kind as "Judge Presiding" when acting for the regular judge.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(61), eff. January 1, 2012.

(m)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(61), eff. January 1, 2012.

(n)AASections 25.0006(b) and 25.0008 do not apply to a county

court at law in Liberty County.

(o)AAA judge of a county court at law may provide that any

criminal proceeding in the county court at law be recorded by a good

quality electronic recording device instead of by a court reporter,

unless the defendant requests that a court reporter be present upon

written motion filed with the court not later than 10 days prior to
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trial. If a recording device is used, the court reporter need not

be present at the proceeding to certify the statement of facts.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.44(5), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.11,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 35, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 1059, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 28,

1995.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(61), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.1541.AALUBBOCK COUNTY. (a) Lubbock County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Lubbock County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Lubbock County; and

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Lubbock County.

(b)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Lubbock County and County

Court at Law No. 2 of Lubbock County sit in Lubbock.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.14(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989.

Sec.A25.1542.AALUBBOCK COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Lubbock County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AAA county court at law has original concurrent

jurisdiction with the justice courts in all matters prescribed by

law for justice courts.

(c)AAAn appeal or writ of error may not be taken to a court of

appeals from a final judgment of a county court at law if:

(1)AAthe court had appellate or original concurrent

jurisdiction with the justice court; and

(2)AAthe judgment or amount in controversy does not

exceed $100, excluding interest and costs.
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(d)AAThis section does not deny the return of an appeal to a

county court at law where the return of appeals to the county court

exists by law.

(e)AAAppeals from the justice court and other inferior courts

in the county must be made directly to a county court at law under

provisions governing appeals to county courts.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(62), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(h)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least 90 percent of the total annual

salary, including supplements other than the juvenile board

supplement, paid to the judge of the 99th District Court. The

salary shall be paid out of the county general fund on order of the

commissioners court.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(62), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves

as clerk of the court in all other matters.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(62), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to the same amount of fees and salary and shall perform the

same duties as a district court reporter in the county. The salary

shall be paid in the same manner as the salary of a district court

reporter.

(m)AA In family law cases, juries shall be composed of 12

members.

(n)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(62), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.14(b), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.12,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 36, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

147



Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.32,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(62), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 25.1571.AAMCLENNAN COUNTY.AAMcLennan County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law of McLennan County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of McLennan County; and

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of McLennan County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec.

2.06(a), eff. September 1, 2021.

Sec.A25.1572.AAMCLENNAN COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county

court at law in McLennan County has:

(1)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district courts

in state jail, third degree, and second degree felony cases and

family law cases on assignment from a district judge presiding in

McLennan County and acceptance of the assignment by the judge of the

county court at law to:

(A)AAconduct arraignments;

(B)AAconduct pretrial hearings;

(C)AAaccept guilty pleas and conduct sentencing;

(D)AAconduct jury trials and nonjury trials;

(E)AAconduct probation revocation hearings;

(F)AAconduct post-trial proceedings; and

(G)AAconduct family law cases and proceedings; and

(2)AAjurisdiction in:

(A)AAClass A and Class B misdemeanor cases;

(B)AAprobate proceedings;

(C)AAeminent domain;
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(D)AAappeals from the justice and municipal

courts; and

(E)AAdisputes ancillary to probate, eminent

domain, condemnation, or landlord and tenant matters relating to

the adjudication and determination of land titles and trusts,

whether testamentary, inter vivos, constructive, resulting, or any

other class or type of trust, regardless of the amount in

controversy or the remedy sought.

(b)AAOn request of a district judge presiding in McLennan

County, the regional presiding judge may assign a judge of a county

court at law in McLennan County to the requesting judge’s court

under Chapter 74.AAA county court at law judge assigned to a

district court may hear any matter pending in the requesting

judge’s court.

(c)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction in:

(1)AAsuits on behalf of the state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(2)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(3)AAcontested elections.

(d)AAA judge of a county court at law shall be paid a total

annual salary set by the commissioners court in an amount not less

than $1,000 less than the annual salary received by a district judge

with equivalent years of service as a judge, as provided under

Section 25.0005, to be paid out of the county treasury by the

commissioners court.

(e)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in cases instituted in the district courts in which the county

courts at law have concurrent jurisdiction with the district

court.AAThe county clerk serves as the clerk of a county court at

law in all other matters. Each clerk shall establish a separate

docket for a county court at law.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(63), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(63), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAAn official court reporter is not required to take

testimony in a case unless the judge or a party demands that
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testimony be taken.AA The court reporter shall be available for

matters being considered in the county court if the parties before

the court request a court reporter and the request is approved by

the judge of a county court at law.

(i)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to receive a salary set by the judge of a county court at

law with the approval of the commissioners court.

(j)AASections 25.0006(b) and 25.0007 do not apply to a county

court at law in McLennan County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.15(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 37, 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(63), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1352 (S.B. 346), Sec. 4.10,

eff. January 1, 2020.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B. 41), Sec. 2.09, eff.

January 1, 2022.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec.

2.06(b), eff. September 1, 2021.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec. 2.013,

eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.1651.AAMEDINA COUNTY. Medina County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Medina County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.1652.AAMEDINA COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Medina County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.
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(c)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that does not exceed 90 percent of the amount paid a

district judge in the county. The salary shall be paid out of the

county treasury by the commissioners court. The judge is entitled

to travel expenses and necessary office expenses, including

administrative and clerical assistance, in the same manner as is

allowed the county judge.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(64), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family law cases and proceedings and shall establish a

separate docket for a county court at law. The county clerk serves

as clerk of the court in all other cases.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(64), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AA If a family law case is tried before a jury, the jury

shall be composed of 12 members.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(64), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAThe fees assessed in cases in which the court has

concurrent civil jurisdiction with the district court shall be the

same as in the district court.

(j)AAA judge of a county court at law may provide that any

criminal proceeding in the county court at law be recorded by a good

quality electronic recording device instead of by a court reporter

unless, on written motion filed with the court not later than the

10th day before the trial, the defendant requests that a court

reporter be present. If a recording device is used, the court

reporter need not be present at the proceeding to certify the

statement of facts.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 130, Sec. 1, 2, eff. May

17, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 38, 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 545, Sec. 1, eff. May 31, 1997.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.33,

eff. January 1, 2012.
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Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(64), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.1671.AAMIDLAND COUNTY. Midland County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law of Midland County; and

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Midland County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.1672.AAMIDLAND COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Midland County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings; and

(2)AAcivil cases in which the matter in controversy

exceeds $500 but does not exceed $500,000, excluding interest,

statutory or punitive damages and penalties, and attorney ’s fees

and costs, as alleged on the face of the petition.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(65), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AAIn matters of concurrent jurisdiction, judges of the

county courts at law and district courts in the county may exchange

benches and courtrooms and may transfer cases between their dockets

in the same manner that district court judges exchange benches and

transfer cases under Section 24.003.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to the amount that is $1,000

less than the total annual salary, including supplements, of a

district judge in the county and is entitled to receive travel,

educational, and necessary office expenses, including

administrative and clerical assistance, in at least the same manner

and amount as the county judge. The bailiffs and official court

reporters of the county courts at law shall receive the same

compensation, paid in the same manner, as the bailiffs and official

court reporters of the district courts in the county.

(e)AAThe fees assessed in a case in which a county court at
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law has concurrent civil jurisdiction with the district court are

the same as the fees that would be assessed in the district court

for that case.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(65), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of the county courts

at law in cases enumerated in Subsection (a) and Section

25.0003(c), and the county clerk serves as clerk of the county

courts at law in all other cases.

(h)AAto (j) Repealed by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 466, Sec. 5,

eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.13,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 39, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 466, Sec. 1 to 5, eff. Sept.

1, 1995.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1136 (H.B. 4094), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 3.07,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(65), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 25.1721.AAMONTGOMERY COUNTY. (a) Montgomery County has

the following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Montgomery County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Montgomery County;

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 4 of Montgomery County;

(4)AACounty Court at Law No. 5 of Montgomery County; and

(5)AACounty Court at Law No. 6 of Montgomery County.

(b)AAMontgomery County has one statutory probate court, the

Probate Court No. 1 of Montgomery County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 686, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1,

2002.

Amended by:
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Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 284 (H.B. 682), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2007.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec.

2.07(a), eff. September 1, 2021.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.014(a), eff. October 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.1722.AAMONTGOMERY COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Montgomery County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings;

(2)AAcases and proceedings involving justiciable

controversies and differences between spouses, or between parents,

or between parent and child, or between any of these and third

persons, corporations, trustees, or other legal entities; and

(3)AAmatters involving an inter vivos trust.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(66), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(66), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is not less than $1,000 less than the total

annual salary, including supplements, of any district judge in the

county. The salary shall be paid by the county treasurer on order

of the commissioners court. The judge of a county court at law is

entitled to receive travel expenses and necessary office expenses,

including administrative and clerical assistance, in the same

manner as the county judge.

(e)AAThe district clerk of Montgomery County serves as clerk

of the county courts at law in cases of concurrent jurisdiction

between the district courts and the county courts at law and shall

establish separate dockets for the county courts at law. The county

clerk serves as clerk of the county courts at law in all other

cases. The commissioners court may employ as many assistant county

attorneys, deputy sheriffs, and clerks as are necessary to serve

the county courts at law.
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(f)AAExcept as otherwise provided by this subsection, the

constitution, Section 25.0007(c), or other law, juries in a county

court at law shall be composed of six members.AAJuries in family law

cases and proceedings shall be composed of 12 members, unless the

parties agree to a six-member jury.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(66), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAAppeals in all cases from judgments and orders of a

county court at law are to the court of appeals as provided for

appeals from district and county courts.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 419, Sec. 1 to 3, eff.

Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 40, 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 7.27, eff. Sept. 1,

1997; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 686, Sec. 2, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(66), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 19, eff.

September 1, 2020.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec. 25.1723.AAMONTGOMERY COUNTY PROBATE COURT PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn this section, "remote proceeding" means a proceeding before

a court in which one or more of the participants, including a judge,

party, attorney, witness, or other individual, attends the

proceeding remotely through the use of technology.

(b)AAA statutory probate court of Montgomery County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court, regardless of the

amount in controversy or the relief sought, in:

(1)AAdisputes relating to the creation of a

constructive trust;

(2)AAdeclaratory judgment actions;

(3)AAactions in which the only relief sought is a writ
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of injunction; and

(4)AAactions to appoint a receiver under any law,

including Section 11.402, Business Organizations Code.

(c)AAA statutory probate court of Montgomery County has

eminent domain jurisdiction, including the jurisdiction provided

to a district court under Sections 21.002 and 21.003, Property

Code, regardless of the amount in controversy or the remedy

sought.AAAll eminent domain actions, cases, matters, or

proceedings arising under Chapter 21, Property Code, or under

Section 251.101, Transportation Code, shall be filed and docketed

in a statutory probate court.

(d)AAA statutory probate court of Montgomery County may

conduct docket matters at any location in the county as the

statutory probate court judge considers necessary for the

protection of wards or mental health respondents or as otherwise

provided by law.

(e)AAA judge of a statutory probate court in Montgomery

County and a judge of a district court or statutory county court in

Montgomery County may exchange benches and may sit and act for each

other in any matter pending before the court.

(f)AAThe county clerk of Montgomery County serves as clerk of

a statutory probate court.

(g)AAA statutory probate court of Montgomery County may

appoint as a court investigator an employee of the court or another

department in the county to comply with Section 25.0025.

(h)AAIn addition to the uses authorized by Section 135.159,

Local Government Code, Montgomery County may use the fees collected

under Section 135.102, Local Government Code, and deposited into

the judicial education and support fund to provide staff for the

statutory probate courts and for court-related purposes for the

support of the statutory probate courts.

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.015(a), eff. October 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.1731.AAMOORE COUNTY. (a) Moore County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Moore County.

(b)AAThe County Court at Law of Moore County sits in Dumas.
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Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.1732.AAMOORE COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Moore County has concurrent civil

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AAThis section does not affect the right of appeal to a

county court at law from the justice courts in cases in which the

right of appeal to the county court exists by law.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(67), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(67), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(67), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAA special judge has all the power and jurisdiction of

the court and of the regular judge for whom he is sitting. A special

judge may sign orders, judgments, decrees, or other processes of

any kind as "Judge Presiding" when acting for the regular judge.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(67), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(67), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAThe county attorney, criminal district attorney, and

district attorney of Moore County serve as county attorney,

criminal district attorney, and district attorney for a county

court at law in Moore County. The district clerk serves as clerk of

a county court at law in the cases enumerated in Subsection (a)(2)

and shall establish a separate docket for the county court at law.

The commissioners court shall provide the deputy clerks, bailiffs,

and other personnel necessary to operate a county court at law.

(k)AASection 25.0008 does not apply to a county court at law

in Moore County.
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(l)AAA jury in a county court at law is composed of six

persons unless the constitution, Section 25.0007(c), or other law

requires a 12-member jury.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.16(a),

8.44(6), eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1,

Sec. 15.14, eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec.

41, 70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(67), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 20, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.1761.AANACOGDOCHES COUNTY. Nacogdoches County has

one statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Nacogdoches

County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.1762.AANACOGDOCHES COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Nacogdoches County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases

and proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(68), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AAA judge of a county court at law shall be paid an annual

salary that is at least $15,000 but not more than 90 percent of the

total annual salary paid to the judge of the 145th Judicial

District. The salary shall be paid out of the county treasury on

orders from the commissioners court. A county court at law judge is

entitled to reasonable travel expenses and necessary office

expenses, including administrative and clerical assistance.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.
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4.50(a)(68), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(68), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f-1)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court

at law in cases enumerated in Subsections (a)(2)(B) and (C), and the

county clerk serves as clerk of a county court at law in all other

cases.

(g)AAThe official reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to receive a salary that does not exceed the salary of the

official reporter of the district court. The judge of the county

court at law sets the salary. The salary shall be paid out of the

county treasury on order of the commissioners court.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(68), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AA In matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district

court, if a party to a suit files a written request for a 12-member

jury with the clerk of the county court at law at a reasonable time

that is not later than 30 days before the date the suit is set for

trial, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1990, 71st Leg., 6th C.S., ch. 11, Sec. 1 to

5, eff. Sept. 1, 1990; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 42, 70,

eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.34,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(68), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 25.1771.AANAVARRO COUNTY. Navarro County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Navarro County.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 391 (H.B. 1682), Sec. 1,

eff. September 1, 2009.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1103 (H.B. 4833), Sec.

14(a), eff. September 1, 2009.

Sec. 25.1772.AANAVARRO COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.
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(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county

court at law in Navarro County has concurrent jurisdiction with the

district court in:

(1)AAfelony cases to:

(A)AAconduct arraignments;

(B)AAconduct pretrial hearings;

(C)AAaccept guilty pleas; and

(D)AAconduct jury trials on assignment of a

district judge presiding in Navarro County and acceptance of the

assignment by the judge of the county court at law;

(2)AAClass A and Class B misdemeanor cases;

(3)AAfamily law matters;

(4)AAjuvenile matters;

(5)AAprobate matters;

(6)AAdisputes ancillary to probate, eminent domain,

condemnation, or landlord and tenant matters relating to the

adjudication and determination of land titles and trusts, whether

testamentary, inter vivos, constructive, resulting, or any other

class or type of trust, regardless of the amount in controversy or

the remedy sought; and

(7)AAappeals from the justice and municipal courts.

(b)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAsuits on behalf of this state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(2)AAfelony cases involving capital murder;

(3)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4)AAcontested elections.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(69), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid a total

annual salary set by the commissioners court at an amount that is

not less than $1,000 less than the total annual salary received by a

district judge in the county.AAA district judge’s or statutory

county court judge’s total annual salary does not include

contributions and supplements paid by a county.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.
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4.50(a)(69), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court,

and the county clerk shall serve as clerk of a county court at law in

all other matters.AAEach clerk shall establish a separate docket

for a county court at law.

(g)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to receive a salary set by the judge of the county court at

law with the approval of the commissioners court.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(69), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 391 (H.B. 1682), Sec. 1,

eff. September 1, 2009.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1103 (H.B. 4833), Sec.

14(a), eff. September 1, 2009.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.35,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(69), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1059 (H.B. 3153), Sec. 2.05,

eff. September 1, 2013.

Sec.A25.1801.AANUECES COUNTY. (a) Nueces County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Nueces County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Nueces County;

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Nueces County;

(4)AACounty Court at Law No. 4 of Nueces County; and

(5)AACounty Court at Law No. 5 of Nueces County.

(b)AAThe County Court at Law No. 1 of Nueces County and the

County Court at Law No. 2 of Nueces County sit in Corpus Christi.

(c)AAThe County Court at Law No. 5 of Nueces County shall give

preference to:

(1)AAany proceeding involving an order relating to a

child in the possession or custody of the Department of Protective

and Regulatory Services or for whom the court has appointed a
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temporary or permanent managing conservator;

(2)AAproceedings under Title 3, Family Code; and

(3)AAmental health matters over which the court has

jurisdiction under Section 25.1802(a)(4).

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1134, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.

1, 1999; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 679, Sec. 1, eff. June 20, 2003.

Sec.A25.1802.AANUECES COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, and except as limited by Subsection (d), a county court

at law in Nueces County has:

(1)AAthe jurisdiction provided by the constitution and

by general law for district courts;

(2)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district court in

disputes ancillary to probate, eminent domain, condemnation, or

landlord and tenant matters relating to the adjudication and

determination of land titles and trusts, whether testamentary,

inter vivos, constructive, resulting, or any other class or type of

trust, regardless of the amount in controversy or the remedy

sought;

(3)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district court

over civil forfeitures, including surety bond forfeitures without

minimum or maximum limitation as to the amount in controversy or

remedy sought;

(4)AAjurisdiction in mental health matters, original or

appellate, provided by law for constitutional county courts,

statutory county courts, or district courts with mental health

jurisdiction, including proceedings under:

(A)AASubtitle C, Title 7, Health and Safety Code;

(B)AAChapter 462, Health and Safety Code; and

(C)AASubtitle D, Title 7, Health and Safety Code;

(5)AAjurisdiction over the collection and management of

estates of minors, mentally disabled persons, and deceased persons;

(6)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district court in

all actions by or against a personal representative, in all actions

involving an inter vivos trust, in all actions involving a
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charitable trust, and in all actions involving a testamentary

trust, whether the matter is appertaining to or incident to an

estate; and

(7)AAjurisdiction in all cases assigned, transferred,

or heard under Sections 74.054, 74.059, and 74.094, Government

Code.

(b)AAA county court at law has original concurrent

jurisdiction with the justice courts in all civil and criminal

matters prescribed by law for justice courts. Appeals from justice

courts and other courts of inferior jurisdiction in Nueces County

must be made directly to a county court at law.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(71), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAfelony cases, except as otherwise provided by law;

(2)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct unless

assigned under Sections 74.054 and 74.059, Government Code;

(3)AAcontested elections; or

(4)AAexcept as provided by Subsection (r), family law

cases.

(e)AAThe judges of the county courts at law in Nueces County

shall each be paid an annual salary equal to the amount that is

$1,000 less than the salary paid by the state to a district judge in

the county.AAThe salaries shall be paid in the same manner and from

the same fund as prescribed by law for the county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1121, Sec.

2, eff. June 15, 2007.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1121, Sec.

2, eff. June 15, 2007.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(71), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(71), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(71), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(71), eff. January 1, 2012.
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(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(71), eff. January 1, 2012.

(m)AAA county court at law may not issue writs of habeas

corpus in felony cases.

(n)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in cases enumerated in Subsection (a). The district clerk shall

establish a separate docket for each county court at law. In

matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court, the

district clerk shall charge the same fees as are allowed in district

court cases, except that in cases enumerated in Subsections (a)(2)

and (a)(4) and in misdemeanor cases other than those involving

official misconduct, the clerk may not charge higher fees than the

fees charged by county clerks for similar cases.

(o)AAIf a jury trial is requested in a case that is in a

county court at law’s jurisdiction, the jury shall be composed of

six members unless the constitution, Section 25.0007(c), or other

law requires a 12-member jury.AAFailure to object before a

six-member jury is seated and sworn constitutes a waiver of a

12-member jury.

(p)AAIf any cause or proceeding is lodged with the district

clerk and the district clerk files, dockets, or assigns the cause or

proceeding in or to a county court at law and the county court at law

does not have subject matter jurisdiction over the cause or

proceeding, then the filing, docketing, or assignment of the cause

or proceeding in or to a county court at law is considered a

clerical error and that clerical error shall be corrected by a

judgment or order nunc pro tunc. The cause or proceeding is

considered filed, docketed, or assigned to the district court of

the local administrative judge in the first instance rather than to

a county court at law of Nueces County. The judge of a county court

at law of Nueces County who acts in the cause or proceeding is

considered assigned to the district court of the local

administrative judge for that purpose and has all the powers of the

judge of that district court under the assignment.

(q)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(71), eff. January 1, 2012.

(r)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by this section
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for statutory county courts of Nueces County, the County Court at

Law No. 5 of Nueces County has jurisdiction of:

(1)AAproceedings under Title 3, Family Code; and

(2)AAany proceeding involving an order relating to a

child in the possession or custody of the Department of Protective

and Regulatory Services or for whom the court has appointed a

temporary or permanent managing conservator.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 796, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995;

Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 549, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts

1999, 76th Leg., ch. 431, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 1999,

76th Leg., ch. 1134, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2003, 78th

Leg., ch. 679, Sec. 2, eff. June 20, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1121 (H.B. 4007), Sec. 1, eff.

June 15, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1121 (H.B. 4007), Sec. 2, eff.

June 15, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(71), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 21, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.1831.AAORANGE COUNTY. (a) Orange County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law of Orange County; and

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Orange County.

(b)AAA county court at law in Orange County sits at the county

seat.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 377, Sec. 4(a), eff.

Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec.A25.1832.AAORANGE COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Orange County has concurrent
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jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings; and

(2)AAcases and proceedings involving justiciable

controversies and differences between spouses, between parents,

between parent and child, or between any of these and third persons.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(72), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(72), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary in an amount that is at least the amount the judge of

the County Court at Law of Orange County was paid June 15, 1971, but

not more than the amount paid a district judge by the state. The

salary shall be paid out of the county treasury on order of the

commissioners court.

(f)AAIf the judge of a county court at law is disqualified,

ill, or for any reason unable to hold court on any matters pending

in the county court at law, the fact shall be brought to the

attention of a district judge in the county by any attorney, and the

district judge shall dispose of the matters requiring attention in

the district courts of the county. If a special judge is necessary,

he may be selected in the manner provided by law for the selection

of a special district court judge.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court;

the county clerk serves as clerk of the court in all other matters.

The commissioners court may employ as many additional assistant

county attorneys, deputy sheriffs, and clerks as are necessary to

serve a county court at law.

(h)AAThe probation department, welfare agencies, sheriff,

constables, and other law enforcement agencies of the state,

county, and city shall furnish a county court at law with services

in the line of their respective duties as are required by a county

court at law. All sheriffs and constables within the state shall

render the same services with reference to process and writs from
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the district court, county court, and probate court.

(i)AAExcept as otherwise required by law, a jury in a county

court at law is composed of six members.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(72), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAAppeals in all cases from judgments and orders of the

court shall be to the court of appeals as provided by law for

appeals from district and county courts.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 44, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 377, Sec. 4(b), eff. Sept.

1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(72), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.1851.AAPANOLA COUNTY. Panola County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Panola County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.1852.AAPANOLA COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, and notwithstanding any law granting exclusive

jurisdiction to the district court, a county court at law in Panola

County has concurrent jurisdiction with the district court.

(b)AAA county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with

the justice court in all criminal matters prescribed by law for

justice courts. This section does not affect the right of appeal to

a county court at law from a justice court where the right of appeal

to the county court exists by law.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to the amount that is $1,000

less than the total annual salary, including supplements, received

by a district judge in the county.
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(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(73), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(73), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court

and the county clerk shall serve as clerk of the county courts at

law in all other cases. The commissioners court shall provide the

deputy clerks, bailiffs, and other personnel necessary to operate a

county court at law.

(h)AAThe criminal district attorney or county attorney and

the county sheriff shall attend a county court at law as required by

the judge.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(73), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AASection 21.002, Property Code, does not affect the

jurisdiction of a county court at law in Panola County.

(k)AASections 25.0006 and 25.0008 do not apply to a county

court at law in Panola County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.44(8), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.16,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 564, Sec. 1, eff. Aug.

26, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 45, 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 601, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(73), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 25.1861.AAPARKER COUNTY. (a) Parker County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law No. 1 of Parker

County;AAand

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Parker County.

(b)AAThe statutory county courts in Parker County sit in

Weatherford.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,
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1987. Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 377, Sec. 6(a), eff.

Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 947 (H.B. 3992), Sec. 1, eff.

October 1, 2007.

Sec.A25.1862.AAPARKER COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county court

at law in Parker County has the jurisdiction provided by the

constitution and by general law for district courts.

(b)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of

felony cases, except as otherwise provided by law.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(74), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAA county court at law may not issue writs of habeas

corpus in felony cases.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 947, Sec. 3,

eff. October 1, 2007.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(74), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAA special judge must take the oath of office required by

law for the regular judge and has all the power and jurisdiction of

the court and of the regular judge. A special judge may sign

orders, judgments, decrees, or other process as "Judge Presiding"

when acting for the regular judge.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(74), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(74), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(74), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAIf a jury trial is requested in a case that is in a

county court at law’s jurisdiction as provided by Subsection (a),

the jury shall be composed of six members unless the constitution,

Section 25.0007(c), or other law requires a 12-member

jury.AAFailure to object before a six-member jury is seated and
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sworn constitutes a waiver of a 12-member jury.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B.

41), Sec. 5.01(c)(3), eff. January 1, 2022.

(m)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(74), eff. January 1, 2012.

(n)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(74), eff. January 1, 2012.

(o)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to the amount that is $1,000

less than the total annual salary, including supplements, received

by a district judge in the county.

(p)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(74), eff. January 1, 2012.

(q)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(74), eff. January 1, 2012.

(r)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law

must be well skilled in the court reporter’s profession. The

official court reporter of a county court at law is a sworn officer

of the court who holds office at the pleasure of the court. The

official court reporter of a county court at law is entitled to

receive at least the same amount as compensation as the official

court reporters in the district courts in the county. The

compensation shall be paid in the same manner that the district

court reporters are paid.

(s)AAIf any cause or proceeding is lodged with the district

clerk and the district clerk files, dockets, or assigns the cause or

proceeding in or to a county court at law and the county court at law

does not have subject matter jurisdiction over the cause or

proceeding, then the filing, docketing, or assignment of the cause

or proceeding in or to a county court at law is considered a

clerical error and that clerical error shall be corrected by a

judgment or order nunc pro tunc. The cause or proceeding is

considered filed, docketed, or assigned to the district court of

the local administrative judge in the first instance rather than to

a county court at law. The judge of a county court at law who acts

in the cause or proceeding is considered assigned to the district

court of the local administrative judge for that purpose and has all
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the powers of the judge of that district court under the assignment.

(t)AAA county court at law judge has jurisdiction to grant an

order permitting a marriage ceremony to take place during a 72-hour

period immediately following the issuance of a marriage license in

Parker County.

(u)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(74), eff. January 1, 2012.

(v)AAIn matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a

county court at law and a judge of a district court or another

county court at law may transfer cases between the courts in the

same manner judges of district courts transfer cases under Section

24.003.

(w)AAA judge of a county court at law and a judge of a

district court may exchange benches and may sit and act for each

other in any matter pending before the court.

(x)AAThe judges of the county courts at law may from time to

time transfer criminal misdemeanor cases to other county courts at

law to equalize the criminal misdemeanor dockets of the county

courts at law for the efficient operation of the court system and

the effective administration of justice.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.17,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 46, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1056, Sec. 1, eff. June 18,

1999; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 377, Sec. 6(b), eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 947 (H.B. 3992), Sec. 3, eff.

October 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 3.08,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(74), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 22, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B. 41), Sec.

5.01(c)(3), eff. January 1, 2022.
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Sec.A25.1863.AAPROBATE JURISDICTION: CONTESTED CASES. (a)

Except as provided by Subsection (b), a county court at law in

Parker County does not have the jurisdiction of a probate court.

(b)AAA county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with

the district court over contested probate

matters.AANotwithstanding the requirement in Section 32.003(a),

Estates Code, that the judge of the constitutional county court

transfer a contested probate proceeding to the district court, the

judge of the constitutional county court shall transfer the

proceeding under that section to either a county court at law in

Parker County or a district court in Parker County.AAA county court

at law has the jurisdiction, powers, and duties that a district

court has under Section 32.003(a), Estates Code, for the

transferred proceeding, and the county clerk acts as clerk for the

proceeding.AAThe contested proceeding may be transferred between a

county court at law in Parker County and a district court in Parker

County as provided by local rules of administration.

Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.17(a), eff. Aug. 28,

1989. Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 377, Sec. 6(c), eff.

Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 947 (H.B. 3992), Sec. 2, eff.

October 1, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1351 (S.B. 408), Sec. 12(f),

eff. September 1, 2009.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 324 (S.B. 1488), Sec. 22.028,

eff. September 1, 2017.

Sec.A25.1891.AAPOLK COUNTY. Polk County has one statutory

county court, the County Court at Law of Polk County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.1892.AAPOLK COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)AAIn

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Polk County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:
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(1)AAcases and proceedings involving the collection of

delinquent taxes, penalties, interest, and costs and the

foreclosure of tax liens;

(2)AAfamily law cases and proceedings; and

(3)AAfelony cases to conduct arraignments and pre-trial

hearings and to accept guilty pleas.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(c)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary in an amount that is at least equal to 80 percent of

the annual salary, including supplements, paid the district judges

in the county. The salary shall be paid by the county treasurer on

order of the commissioners court.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(75), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in cases of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court,

and the county clerk serves as clerk in all other cases.

(f)AAThe jury in all civil or criminal matters shall be

composed of 12 members, except that in misdemeanor criminal cases

and any other cases in which the court has concurrent jurisdiction

with the county court the jury shall be composed of six members.

(g)AAAppeals in all cases from judgments and orders of the

county court at law are to the court of appeals as provided for

appeals from district and county courts.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.18,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 47, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.36,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(75), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.016(a), eff. September 1, 2023.
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Sec.A25.1901.AAPOTTER COUNTY. (a) Potter County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Potter County; and

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Potter County.

(b)AAThe county courts at law of Potter County sit in

Amarillo.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.18(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec.A25.1902.AAPOTTER COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Potter County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the justice courts in civil matters prescribed by

law for justice courts. A county court at law or its judge does not

have jurisdiction to act as coroner or to preside at inquests in

Potter County. A county court at law does not have jurisdiction

over claims within the jurisdiction of the small claims court.

(b)AAA county court at law in Potter County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b-1)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by

Subsections (a) and (b), the County Court at Law No. 1 of Potter

County has concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in

felony cases to conduct arraignments, conduct pretrial hearings,

and accept pleas in uncontested matters.

(c)AAAn appeal or writ of error may not be taken to the court

of appeals from a final judgment of a county court at law if:

(1)AAthe judgment or amount in controversy does not

exceed $100, exclusive of interest and costs; and

(2)AAthe case is a civil case over which the court has

appellate or original concurrent jurisdiction with the justice

court.
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(d)AAThis section does not affect the right of appeal to a

county court at law from a justice court in cases in which the right

of appeal to the county court exists.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(76), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(76), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 242, Sec. 1, eff.

Aug. 28, 1995.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(76), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(76), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(76), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AASections 25.0005(b) and 25.0007 do not apply to a county

court at law in Potter County.

(m)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters enumerated in Subsections (b)(1), (b)(2), and

(b)(3); the county clerk serves as clerk of the court in all other

matters.

(n)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.18(b) to (g),

eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1100, Sec. 4.02(a),

eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec.

15.19, eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 16, Sec. 8.01,

eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 48, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 242, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 28,

1995.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(76), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 382 (H.B. 4284), Sec. 1, eff.
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September 1, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec. 2.10,

eff. September 1, 2019.

Sec.A25.1931.AARANDALL COUNTY. (a) Randall County has two

statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law No. 1 of Randall County;

and

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Randall County.

(b)AAA county court at law of Randall County sits in the

county seat or at another location in the county as assigned by the

local administrative statutory county court judge.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1987.

Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.19(a), eff. Aug. 28,

1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 1st C.S., ch. 29, Sec. 1, eff. Oct. 18,

1989; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1298, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 51 (H.B. 597), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Sec.A25.1932.AARANDALL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Randall County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings;

(2)AAcases and proceedings involving justiciable

controversies and differences between spouses, or between parents,

or between parent and child, or between any of these and third

persons;

(3)AAcivil cases in which the amount in controversy is

within the limits prescribed by Section 25.0003(c)(1); and

(4)AAfelony cases to conduct arraignments, conduct

pretrial hearings, and accept pleas in uncontested matters.

(a-1)AAto (a-3) Repealed by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 1st C.S.,

ch. 29, Sec. 4, eff. Oct. 18, 1989.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(77), eff. January 1, 2012.
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(b-1)AARepealed by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 1st C.S., ch. 29,

Sec. 4, eff. Oct. 18, 1989.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(77), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe salary paid the judge of a county court at law shall

be paid out of the county treasury by the commissioners court,

except as otherwise provided by law.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law is entitled to travel

expenses and necessary office expenses, including administrative

and clerical assistance, in the same manner as the county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(77), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in cases of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court,

and the county clerk serves as clerk of the court in all other

cases.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(77), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AA If a case in the court’s concurrent jurisdiction with

the district court is tried before a jury, the jury shall be

composed of 12 members.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(77), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AANotwithstanding Section 74.121(b)(1), in matters of

concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of a county court at law and the

judges of the district courts in the county may exchange benches and

courtrooms and may transfer cases between their dockets in the same

manner that judges of district courts exchange benches and transfer

cases under Section 24.003.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.19(b), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 1st C.S., ch. 29, Sec. 2 to 4,

eff. Oct. 18, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 49, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1298, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1,

2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 181 (H.B. 595), Sec. 1, eff. May 27,
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2005.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 3.10,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.37,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(77), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.1971.AAREEVES COUNTY. (a) Reeves County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Reeves County.

(b)AAThe County Court at Law of Reeves County sits in Pecos.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.1972.AAREEVES COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county

court at law in Reeves County has:

(1)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district court:

(A)AAin disputes ancillary to probate, eminent

domain, condemnation, or landlord and tenant matters relating to

the adjudication and determination of land titles and trusts,

whether testamentary, inter vivos, constructive, resulting, or any

other class or type of trust, regardless of the amount in

controversy or the remedy sought;

(B)AAover civil forfeitures, including surety

bond forfeitures without minimum or maximum limitation as to the

amount in controversy or remedy sought;

(C)AAin all actions by or against a personal

representative, in all actions involving an inter vivos trust, in

all actions involving a charitable trust, and in all actions

involving a testamentary trust, whether the matter is appertaining

to or incident to an estate;

(D)AAin proceedings under Title 3, Family Code;

and

(E)AAin family law cases and proceedings;

(2)AAjurisdiction in mental health matters, original or
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appellate, provided by law for constitutional county courts,

statutory county courts, or district courts with mental health

jurisdiction, including proceedings under:

(A)AAChapter 462, Health and Safety Code; and

(B)AASubtitles C and D, Title 7, Health and Safety

Code;

(3)AAjurisdiction over the collection and management of

estates of minors, persons with a mental illness or intellectual

disability, and deceased persons; and

(4)AAjurisdiction in all cases assigned, transferred,

or heard under Sections 74.054, 74.059, and 74.094.

(b)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAfelony cases, except as otherwise provided by law;

(2)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct unless

assigned under Sections 74.054 and 74.059; or

(3)AAcontested elections.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(78), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAA judge of a county court at law in Reeves County shall

be paid an annual salary equal to the amount that is $1,000 less

than the salary paid by the state to a district judge in the

county.AAThe salary shall be paid in the same manner and from the

same fund as prescribed by law for the county judge.

(f)AAA county court at law may not issue writs of habeas

corpus in felony cases.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in the cases described by Subsection (a), and the county clerk

serves as clerk of the court in all other matters.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(78), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAPractice in a county court at law is that prescribed by

law for county courts, except that practice and procedure, rules of

evidence, issuance of process and writs, and all other matters

pertaining to the conduct of trials and hearings involving family

law cases and proceedings are governed by this section and the laws
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and rules pertaining to district courts. If a family law case is

tried before a jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(78), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAAll cases appealed from the justice courts and other

courts of inferior jurisdiction in the county shall be appealed to a

county court at law under the provisions governing appeals to

county courts.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 50, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(78), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec. 2.11,

eff. September 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec. 2.08,

eff. September 1, 2021.

Sec. 25.2011.AAROCKWALL COUNTY.AARockwall County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law No. 1 of Rockwall County;

and

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Rockwall County.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 377, Sec. 5(a), eff. Sept. 1,

2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec. 2.12(a),

eff. September 1, 2019.

Sec.A25.2012.AAROCKWALL COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county court

at law in Rockwall County has, concurrent with the district court,

the jurisdiction provided by the constitution and general law for

district courts.

(b)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:
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(1)AAfelony cases involving capital murder;

(2)AAsuits on behalf of the state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(3)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4)AAcontested elections.

(c)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law except that the county clerk serves as clerk of a county court

at law in matters of mental health, the probate and criminal

misdemeanor docket, and all civil matters in which a county court at

law does not have concurrent jurisdiction with a district court.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(79), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(79), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AANotwithstanding Sections 74.091 and 74.0911, a district

judge serves as the local administrative judge for the district and

statutory county courts in Rockwall County. The judges of district

courts shall elect a district judge as local administrative judge

for a term of not more than two years. The local administrative

judge may not be elected on the basis of rotation or seniority.

(g)AAWhen administering a case for a county court at law, the

district clerk shall charge civil fees and court costs as if the

case had been filed in a district court.AAIn a case of concurrent

jurisdiction, the case shall be assigned to either a district court

or a county court at law in accordance with local administrative

rules established by the local administrative judge.

(h)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall appoint an

official court reporter for the judge’s court and shall set the

official court reporter’s annual salary, subject to approval by the

county commissioners court.AAThe official court reporter of a

county court at law shall take an oath or affirmation as an officer

of the court.AAThe official court reporter holds office at the

pleasure of the judge and shall be provided a private office in

close proximity to the court.AAThe official court reporter is

entitled to all rights and benefits afforded all other county

employees.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.
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4.50(a)(79), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AANot later than one year after the date of appointment,

the bailiff of a county court at law must obtain a peace officer

license under Chapter 1701, Occupations Code, from the Texas

Commission on Law Enforcement.AAThe sheriff of Rockwall County

shall deputize the bailiff of a county court at law.AAThe bailiff of

a county court at law is subject to the training and continuing

education requirements of a sheriff ’s deputy of the county.AAThe

sheriff shall remove from office a bailiff who does not receive a

peace officer license within one year of appointment as required by

this subsection.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(79), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(79), eff. January 1, 2012.

(m)AAIn matters of concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of a

county court at law and the district judge may exchange benches,

transfer cases subject to acceptance, assign each other to hear

cases, and otherwise manage their respective dockets under local

administrative rules.

(n)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(79), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 377, Sec. 5(a), eff. Sept. 1,

2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.38,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(79), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 93 (S.B. 686), Sec. 2.19, eff.

May 18, 2013.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 606 (S.B. 891), Sec. 2.12(b),

eff. September 1, 2019.

Sec.A25.2031.AARUSK COUNTY. Rusk County has one statutory

county court, the County Court at Law of Rusk County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,
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1987.

Sec.A25.2032.AARUSK COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Rusk County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings; and

(2)AAcivil cases.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(80), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to the amount that is 90

percent of the total annual salary, including supplements, received

by a district judge in the county. The commissioners court may

provide travel expenses and office expenses, including

administrative and clerical assistance, in addition to the judge’s

salary, as it considers necessary.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(80), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of the county courts

at law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district

court and the county clerk serves as clerk of the county courts at

law in all other cases. The commissioners court may employ as many

deputy sheriffs and bailiffs as are necessary to serve a court.

(g)AAThe judge of a county court at law, with the consent of

the commissioners court, may employ a secretary. The secretary is

entitled to a salary as determined by the commissioners court.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(80), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 540, Sec. 1, eff. June

14, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.20, eff.

Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 51, 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 582, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993;

Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1143, Sec. 1, eff. June 19, 1997.
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Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(80), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.2071.AASAN PATRICIO COUNTY. (a)AASan Patricio

County has the following statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law of San Patricio County; and

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of San Patricio

County.

(b)AAA county court at law sits in Sinton.

Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 659, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec.

2.09(a), eff. January 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.2072.AASAN PATRICIO COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, a county court at law in San Patricio County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court except that a

county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAfelony criminal matters; and

(2)AAcivil cases in which the matter in controversy

exceeds the maximum amount provided by Section 25.0003.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(81), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law is entitled to receive

travel and necessary office expenses, including administrative and

clerical assistance.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(81), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(81), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall appoint an

official shorthand reporter for the court. The reporter must have

the qualifications required by law for official shorthand
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reporters. The reporter shall be a sworn officer of the court and

shall hold office at the pleasure of the court. The reporter must

take the oath required of official court reporters. The official

court reporter of a county court at law is entitled to a salary set

by the commissioners court. The salary shall be paid out of the

county treasury in equal monthly installments.

(g-1)AAThe county clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law except in family law cases.AAIn family law cases, including

juvenile and child welfare cases, the district clerk serves as

clerk of a county court at law.AAThe district clerk shall establish

a separate family law docket for each county court at law.

(g-2)AAThe commissioners court shall provide the deputy

clerks, bailiffs, and other personnel necessary to operate the

county courts at law.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(81), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(81), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAThe judge of a county court and the judge of a county

court at law may transfer cases to and from the dockets of their

respective courts in matters within their jurisdiction in order

that the business may be distributed between them. However, a case

may not be transferred from one court to another without the consent

of the judge of the court to which it is transferred, unless it is

within the jurisdiction of the court to which it is transferred.

(k)AAIn all cases transferred to a county court at law and in

all cases transferred to the county court by order of the judge of

the other court, all processes, writs, bonds, recognizances, or

other obligations issued or made in the cases shall be returned to

and filed in the court to which the transfer is made. All bonds

executed and recognizances entered into in those cases shall bind

the parties for their appearance or to fulfill the obligations on

the bonds or recognizances at the terms of court to which the cases

are transferred as are fixed by law. All processes issued or

returned before transfer of the cases as well as all bonds and

recognizances taken in the case are valid and binding as though

originally issued out of the court to which the transfer is made.
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(l)AAThe county judge and the judge of a county court at law

may freely exchange benches and the courtroom with each other in

matters within their jurisdiction, so that if one is ill,

disqualified, or otherwise absent, the other may hold court for him

without the necessity of transferring the case involved. However,

the judge of one court may not assume the bench of the other court

without the consent of the judge of the other court set forth by

order recorded in the minutes of the other court. Either judge may

hear all or any part of a case pending in the county court or a

county court at law, but only in matters within his jurisdiction,

and may rule and enter orders on and continue, determine, or render

judgment on all or any part of the case without the necessity of

transferring it to his own docket. Each judgment and order shall be

entered in the minutes of the court in which the case is pending.

The provisions for the exchange of benches by and between the judges

are in addition to the provisions in this section for the selection

and appointment of a special judge of a court at law.

(m)AAThe judge of the county court and the judges of the

county courts at law may agree on a plan governing the filing,

numbering, and docketing of cases within the concurrent

jurisdiction of their courts and the assignment of those cases for

trial.AAThe plan may provide for the centralized institution and

filing of all such cases with one court, clerk, or coordinator

designated by the plan and for the systemized assignment of those

cases to the courts participating in the plan, and the provisions of

the plan for the centralized filing and assignment of cases shall

control notwithstanding any other provisions of this section.AAIf

the judges of the county court and the county courts at law are

unable to agree on a filing, docketing, and assignment of cases

plan, a board of judges composed of the district judges and the

county court at law judges for San Patricio County shall design a

plan for the courts.

(n)AAThe county clerk shall establish a separate docket for

the court created by this section from among pending matters filed

originally in the County Court of San Patricio County and shall

transfer those matters to the docket of the court created by this

section.
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Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 659, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 52, 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(81), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec.

2.09(b), eff. January 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.2141.AASMITH COUNTY. (a) Smith County has the

following statutory courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law of Smith County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County; and

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Smith County.

(b)AAThe county courts at law of Smith County sit in Tyler.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 102, Sec. 1, eff. May 15,

1997.

Sec.A25.2142.AASMITH COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, and except as limited by Subsection (a-1), a county court at

law in Smith County has the jurisdiction provided by the

constitution and by general law for district courts.

(a-1)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAcapital felony cases or felonies of the first or

second degree;

(2)AAsuits on behalf of the state to recover penalties,

forfeiture, or escheat;

(3)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4)AAcontested elections.

(b)AAA county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with

the county court in mental illness matters and proceedings under

Subtitle C, Title 7, Health and Safety Code.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(82), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.
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Oct. 1, 1991.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(82), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe commissioners court may, by an issued and signed

order, require the judge of a county court at law to execute a bond

in an amount set by the commissioners court. The commissioners

court may require a bond of any special judge or visiting judge

assigned to a county court at law. If the commissioners court

requires a bond, the commissioners court must pay the appropriate

fee for the bond from county funds.

(g)AAThe judge of a county court at law may be paid an annual

salary that is equal to the amount that is $1,000 less than the

total annual salary, including supplements, paid a district judge

in the county. The salary shall be paid to the judge in equal

installments at the established county pay periods. The salary

shall be paid out of the general fund of the county by warrants

drawn on the county treasury on order of the commissioners court.

The judge of a county court at law shall assess the fees prescribed

by law relating to county judges and district judges according to

the nature of the matter brought before the judge.

(h)AAIf the office of judge of a county court at law is

vacant, if the regular judge is absent, disabled, or disqualified

from presiding, or if the regular judge of a county court at law

certifies that the orderly administration of justice in the court

requires the temporary assistance of a special judge or visiting

judge, the presiding judge of the administrative judicial region in

which the county is located may appoint a person to sit as a special

or visiting judge.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(82), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAA special judge of a county court at law must take the

constitutional oath of office.

(k)AAA visiting judge of a county court at law must:

(1)AAbe a former judge of a district court or statutory

county court, or an active judge of a district court or county court

at law;

(2)AAnot appear and plead as an attorney at law in any
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court of this state while serving as a visiting judge;

(3)AAhave been a successful candidate for election in

at least two general elections for judge of a district court or

statutory county court;

(4)AAnot have been removed from office by impeachment,

the supreme court, the governor on address of the legislature, or by

the State Commission on Judicial Conduct; and

(5)AAnot have resigned as judge of a court while under

investigation by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct.

(l)AAA special judge or visiting judge of a county court at

law may sign orders, judgments, decrees, or any other process

authorized by law as "Judge Presiding" when acting for the regular

judge.

(m)AAIn appointing a visiting judge, preference shall be

given to the appointment of a former judge of a statutory county

court. If a judge of a statutory county court is not available, the

presiding judge of the judicial district may appoint a former judge

of a district court or an active judge of a district court or county

court at law.

(n)AA A former judge sitting as a visiting judge of a county

court at law is entitled to receive for services performed the same

amount of compensation that the regular judge receives, less an

amount equal to the pro rata annuity received from any state,

district, or county retirement fund.AAAn active judge sitting as a

visiting judge of a county court at law is entitled to receive for

services performed the same amount of compensation that the regular

judge receives, less an amount equal to the pro rata compensation

received from state or county funds as salary, including

supplements.

(o)AAA visiting judge of a county court at law is entitled to

receive reimbursement for food and lodging expenses incurred, in an

amount not to exceed the sum paid visiting judges of district courts

in the state, and for actual travel expenses between the residence

of the visiting judge and the county court at law.

(p)AAThe compensation, including authorized expenses, for a

county court at law judge, special judge, or visiting judge shall be

paid by the commissioners court. Payment to a special judge or

189



visiting judge shall be made on certification by the presiding

judge of the administrative judicial region that the special judge

or visiting judge has rendered the service and is entitled to

receive the compensation. The amount paid to a special judge or

visiting judge may not be deducted from the salary or allowable

expenses of the regular judge.

(q)AAA special or visiting judge of a county court at law has

all the powers, jurisdiction, authority, duties, immunities, and

privilege provided by law for the county court at law or its judge,

except those powers and that authority associated with the

appointment or assignment of court personnel.

(r)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(82), eff. January 1, 2012.

(s)AAThe official court reporter of a county is entitled to

receive a salary set by the commissioners court. If possible, the

commissioners court shall set the salary at an amount equal to the

amount of compensation, fees, and allowances received by the court

reporters of the district courts in Smith County. The official

court reporter shall perform any reasonable court-related duties

required by the judge of the court.

(t)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(82), eff. January 1, 2012.

(u)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(82), eff. January 1, 2012.

(v)AAExcept as otherwise provided by this section, the

constitution, Section 25.0007(c), or other law, juries in a county

court at law shall be composed of six members.AAIn matters of

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court to which Section

25.0007(c) does not apply, if a party to the suit requests a

12-member jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members.AAIn a

civil case tried in a county court at law, the parties may, by

mutual agreement, agree to try the case with any number of jurors

and agree to have a verdict rendered and returned by the vote of any

number of jurors less than all those hearing the case.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 21, Sec. 1,

eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.44(9), eff.
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Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.21,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 76, Sec. 12, eff. Sept.

1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 53, 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 449, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.39,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(82), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 23, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.2161.AASTARR COUNTY. Starr County has one statutory

county court, the County Court at Law of Starr County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.2162.AASTARR COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a) In

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Starr County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings; and

(2)AAcontroversies involving title to real property.

(b)AAThis section does not affect the right of appeal to a

county court at law from the justice court in cases in which the

right of appeal to the county courts exists by law.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(83), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to the salary paid the county

judge but not more than $1,000 less than the total annual salary,

including supplements, paid a district judge in the county.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(83), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AA A special judge must take the oath of office required by
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law for the regular judge and has all the power and jurisdiction of

the court and the regular judge. A special judge may sign orders,

judgments, decrees, or any other process as "Judge Presiding" when

acting for the regular judge.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(83), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AA The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district court

and shall establish a separate docket for the county court at law.

The county clerk serves as clerk of the court in all other matters.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(83), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(83), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AA Section 25.0008 does not apply to a county court at law

in Starr County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.44(10), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 1st C.S., ch. 30, Sec. 1, eff.

Aug. 2, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.22,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 31, Sec. 1, eff. Aug.

26, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 54, 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(83), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.2221.AATARRANT COUNTY. (a) Tarrant County has the

following county courts at law:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant County; and

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Tarrant County.

(b)AATarrant County has the following county criminal

courts:

(1)AACounty Criminal Court No. 1 of Tarrant County;

(2)AACounty Criminal Court No. 2 of Tarrant County;

(3)AACounty Criminal Court No. 3 of Tarrant County;
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(4)AACounty Criminal Court No. 4 of Tarrant County;

(5)AACounty Criminal Court No. 5 of Tarrant County;

(6)AACounty Criminal Court No. 6 of Tarrant County;

(7)AACounty Criminal Court No. 7 of Tarrant County;

(8)AACounty Criminal Court No. 8 of Tarrant County;

(9)AACounty Criminal Court No. 9 of Tarrant County; and

(10)AACounty Criminal Court No. 10 of Tarrant County.

(c)AATarrant County has the following statutory probate

courts:

(1)AAProbate Court No. 1 of Tarrant County; and

(2)AAProbate Court No. 2 of Tarrant County.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 317, Sec. 3, eff.

Sept. 1, 1997.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 38, Sec. 1,

eff. Oct. 20, 1987; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.20(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 354, Sec. 1, 2, eff. Jan.

1, 1995; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 317, Sec. 1, 3, eff. Sept. 1,

1997.

Sec.A25.2222.AATARRANT COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAA county court at law in Tarrant County has jurisdiction over

all causes and proceedings, civil and criminal, original and

appellate, prescribed by law for county courts.AA Notwithstanding

any other provision, a county court at law in Tarrant County has

jurisdiction on any appeal from a municipal court of record in

Tarrant County that is not an appeal of a criminal law case or

proceeding.

(b)AAA county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with

the district court in:

(1)AAcivil cases in which the matter in controversy

exceeds $500 and does not exceed $200,000, excluding mandatory

damages and penalties, attorney’s fees, interest, and costs;

(2)AAnonjury family law cases and proceedings;

(3)AAfinal rulings and decisions of the division of

workers’ compensation of the Texas Department of Insurance

regarding workers ’ compensation claims, regardless of the amount in
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controversy;

(4)AAeminent domain proceedings, both statutory and

inverse, regardless of the amount in controversy;

(5)AAsuits to decide the issue of title to real or

personal property;

(6)AAsuits to recover damages for slander or defamation

of character;

(7)AAsuits for the enforcement of a lien on real

property;

(8)AAsuits for the forfeiture of a corporate charter;

(9)AAsuits for the trial of the right to property valued

at $200 or more that has been levied on under a writ of execution,

sequestration, or attachment; and

(10)AAsuits for the recovery of real property.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(84), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(f)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary in an amount that is not less than $1,000 less than

the total annual salary, including supplements and salary

increases, paid any district judge in the county.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(84), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(84), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(84), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAThe county clerk serves as clerk of a county court at law

except that the district clerk serves as clerk of the court for

family law cases and proceedings. The district clerk may establish

a separate docket for family law cases and proceedings filed

originally in the district courts of Tarrant County.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(84), eff. January 1, 2012.
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(l)AAThe official court reporter for the County Court at Law

No. 2 of Tarrant County and the official court reporter for the

County Court at Law No. 3 of Tarrant County are each entitled to the

same fees and salaries and shall perform the duties and take the

oath of office as provided by law for district court reporters.

(m)AAPractice and procedure, appeals, and writs of error in a

county court at law are as prescribed by law for county courts,

except that:

(1)AApractice and procedure, rules of evidence, and all

other matters pertaining to the conduct of trials and hearings in a

county court at law involving family law cases and proceedings are

governed by the laws and rules pertaining to district courts; and

(2)AApractice and procedure, rules of evidence, and all

other matters pertaining to the conduct of trials and hearings in

the County Court at Law No. 3 of Tarrant County involving eminent

domain cases and cases enumerated in Section 25.2222(b) are

governed by the laws and rules pertaining to district courts.

(n)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(84), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.20(b), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 934, Sec. 1, eff. June 14,

1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.23, eff. Jan.

1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 22, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991;

Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 55, 70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991; Acts

2003, 78th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 265 (H.B. 7), Sec. 6.005, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.40(a),

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.40(b),

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(84), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1182 (S.B. 1139), Sec. 3.06,

eff. September 1, 2015.
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Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1183 (H.B. 3642), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2019.

Sec.A25.2223.AATARRANT COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT PROVISIONS.

(a)AAA county criminal court in Tarrant County has jurisdiction

over all criminal matters and causes, original and appellate,

prescribed by law for county courts, but does not have civil

jurisdiction.AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, a county criminal court in Tarrant County has

concurrent original jurisdiction of criminal cases with a district

court other than felony cases involving capital murder.AAThe County

Criminal Courts Nos. 9 and 10 of Tarrant County also have concurrent

jurisdiction within the county of all appeals from criminal

convictions under the laws of this state and the municipal

ordinances of the municipalities located in Tarrant County that are

appealed from the justice courts and municipal courts in the

county.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B.

3474), Sec. 2.017(b), eff. September 1, 2023.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(85), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(85), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe judge of a county criminal court shall be paid an

annual salary in an amount that is not less than $1,000 less than

the total annual salary, including supplements and salary

increases, paid any district judge in the county.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(85), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(85), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAThe official court reporter of a county criminal court

is entitled to the same fees and salary as a district court reporter

and shall perform the same duties and take the oath of office as

provided by law for district court reporters.
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(j)AAAt least two bailiffs shall be assigned regularly to

each county criminal court in Tarrant County.AAExcept as provided

by Subsection (j-2), each judge of a county criminal court shall

appoint one officer to act as bailiff of the judge’s court, and the

sheriff of Tarrant County shall appoint a bailiff for each court as

prescribed by law.AAThe bailiffs serve at the pleasure of the court

and shall perform the duties required by the judge of the court to

which the bailiffs are assigned.

(j-1)AARepealed by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B.

3474), Sec. 2.017(b), eff. September 1, 2023.

(j-2)AAThe judge of a county criminal court may authorize the

sheriff to appoint all bailiffs in the judge’s court.AAIf the

sheriff is authorized by a judge to make the judge’s appointment

under this subsection, the sheriff shall appoint at least two

officers to act as bailiffs for the judge’s court.AAA bailiff

appointed under this subsection serves at the pleasure of the court

and shall perform the duties required by the judge of the court to

which the bailiff is assigned.

(k)AASection 25.0007 does not apply to a county criminal

court in Tarrant County.

(l)AAThe County Criminal Courts Nos. 5 and 6 of Tarrant

County shall give preference to cases brought under Title 5, Penal

Code, involving family violence as defined by Section 71.004,

Family Code, and cases brought under Sections 25.07, 25.072, and

42.07(a)(2), Penal Code.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 38, Sec. 2,

eff. Oct. 20, 1987; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 5, Sec. 2(c), eff.

March 22, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 317, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997;

Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 131, Sec. 1, eff. May 16, 2001; Acts 2003,

78th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2003; Acts 2003, 78th Leg.,

ch. 1276, Sec. 7.002(n), 9.001(b), eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (S.B. 1887), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.
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4.50(a)(85), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 96 (S.B. 743), Sec. 5, eff.

September 1, 2013.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1352 (S.B. 346), Sec. 4.11,

eff. January 1, 2020.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec. 2.10,

eff. January 1, 2023.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.017(a), eff. September 1, 2023.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.017(b), eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.2224.AATARRANT COUNTY PROBATE COURT PROVISIONS. (a)

Repealed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 635, Sec. 3(2), eff. Sept. 1,

2001.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(86), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(86), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe salaries of the statutory probate court judges shall

be paid out of the county treasury by the commissioners court and

shall be set at equal amounts.

(e)AAIn case of the absence, disqualification, or incapacity

of the county judge or the judge of the Probate Court No. 1 of

Tarrant County, or for any other reason, the judges may sit and act

for each other in any probate matter or proceeding. The judge may

hear and determine, in either courtroom, any matter or proceeding

pending in either court. The judge may enter any orders in the

matters or proceedings that the judge of the other court may enter.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(86), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(86), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAThe commissioners court shall provide a secretary and

chief clerk for each judge of a statutory probate court. The

secretary and chief clerk serve at the pleasure of the judge of a

statutory probate court. The commissioners court may also provide
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additional clerical assistance necessary to operate a statutory

probate court.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(86), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(86), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 4, eff.

Aug. 26, 1991, and Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 4, eff. Aug.

26, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(86), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.2231.AATAYLOR COUNTY. Taylor County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law of Taylor County; and

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Taylor County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.2232.AATAYLOR COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, a county court at law in Taylor County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the county court in the trial of cases

involving insanity and approval of applications for admission to

state hospitals and special schools if admission is by application.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(87), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is not less than the salary paid the county

judge. The salary shall be paid out of the county treasury.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.
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4.50(a)(87), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(87), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(87), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAOn authorization by the commissioners court, the judge

of a county court at law may appoint a secretary for the court. The

secretary is entitled to receive the same compensation allowed the

secretary of the county judge, to be paid out of the county treasury

in equal monthly installments as other county officials are paid.

The secretary serves at the pleasure of the judge.

(i)AASection 25.0006(b) does not apply to a county court at

law in Taylor County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 760, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 26, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.41,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(87), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 24, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.2281.AATOM GREEN COUNTY. Tom Green County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law of Tom Green County; and

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Tom Green County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 703, Sec. 1, eff. Aug.

28, 1995.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec.A25.2282.AATOM GREEN COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)
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A judge of County Court at Law No. 2 of Tom Green County may not be

assigned under Chapter 74 to serve as a visiting judge in Bexar,

Dallas, Ector, Fort Bend, Harris, Jefferson, Lubbock, Midland,

Tarrant, or Travis County.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(88), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(88), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe salary of a judge of a county court at law shall be

paid out of the county treasury by the commissioners court. The

judge of a county court at law is entitled to travel expenses and

necessary office expenses, including administrative and clerical

assistance, in the same manner as the county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(88), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(88), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAWith the approval of the judge of a county court at law,

the official court reporter of a county court at law shall be

available for matters being considered in the county court and the

district courts in the county.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(88), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(88), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 703, Sec. 2, eff. Aug. 28, 1995.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(88), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.2291.AATRAVIS COUNTY. (a)AATravis County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Travis County, Texas;
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(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Travis County, Texas;

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Travis County, Texas;

(4)AACounty Court at Law Number 4 of Travis County;

(5)AACounty Court at Law Number 5 of Travis County;

(6)AAThe County Court at Law Number 6 of Travis County;

(7)AAThe County Court at Law Number 7 of Travis County;

(8)AAThe County Court at Law Number 8 of Travis County;

and

(9)AAThe County Court at Law Number 9 of Travis County.

(b)AAThe county courts at law of Travis County sit in Austin.

(c)AATravis County has the following statutory probate

courts:

(1)AAProbate Court No. 1 of Travis County; and

(2)AAProbate Court No. 2 of Travis County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.21(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 578, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,

1997.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 514 (S.B. 660), Sec. 1, eff.

January 1, 2008.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1059 (H.B. 3153), Sec.

2.06(a), eff. September 1, 2015.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.018(a), eff. October 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.2292.AATRAVIS COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AARepealed by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B.

2342), Sec. 34(3), eff. September 1, 2020.

(b)AAThe County Court at Law Number 9 of Travis County shall

give preference to criminal cases.

(c)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, the County Court at Law Number 4 of Travis

County has concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in state

jail felony and third degree felony cases involving family

violence, as defined by Section 71.004, Family Code. The court

shall give preference to cases in which family violence is alleged,
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including cases under Title 4, Family Code.

(d)AAIn civil cases, the jury is composed of six members

except as otherwise provided by the constitution, Section

25.0007(c), or other law.AAFailure to object before a six-member

jury is seated and sworn constitutes a waiver of a 12-member jury.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(89), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1121 (H.B.

2384), Sec. 34(1), eff. September 1, 2019.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1121 (H.B.

2384), Sec. 34(1), eff. September 1, 2019.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1131, Sec. 3, eff.

Sept. 1, 1989.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(89), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAAll cases from justice courts or other inferior courts

must be appealed directly to a county court at law.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(89), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(89), eff. January 1, 2012.

(m)AARepealed by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B.

2342), Sec. 34(3), eff. September 1, 2020.

(n)AAThe County Court at Law Number 8 of Travis County shall

give preference to criminal cases.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.21(b), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1131, Sec. 1, 3, eff. Sept.

1, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.24, eff.

Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 578, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997;

Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1079, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts

2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1203, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 514 (S.B. 660), Sec. 2, eff.

January 1, 2008.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 959 (H.B. 3468), Sec. 1, eff.
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September 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(89), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1059 (H.B. 3153), Sec.

2.06(b), eff. September 1, 2015.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 25, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 34(3),

eff. September 1, 2020.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1121 (H.B. 2384), Sec. 34(1),

eff. September 1, 2019.

Sec.A25.2293.AATRAVIS COUNTY PROBATE COURT PROVISIONS. (a)

Repealed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 635, Sec. 3(2), eff. Sept. 1,

2001.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1276, Sec. 9.003.

(c)AAA statutory probate court has eminent domain

jurisdiction. All actions, cases, matters, or proceedings of

eminent domain arising under Chapter 21, Property Code, or under

Section 251.101, Transportation Code , shall be filed and docketed

in Probate Court No. 1 of Travis County. A statutory probate court

may transfer an eminent domain proceeding to a county court at law

in the county.

(d)AAProbate Court No. 2 of Travis County has primary

responsibility for mental health matters.

(e)AAThe county clerk shall docket:

(1)AAall mental health matters in Probate Court No. 2,

notwithstanding the local rules adopted under Section 74.093;

(2)AAall odd-numbered probate, guardianship, and trust

cases, and related cases, as defined by the local rules, in Probate

Court No. 1; and

(3)AAall even-numbered probate, guardianship, and

trust cases, and related cases, as defined by the local rules, in

Probate Court No. 2.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(90), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.
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4.50(a)(90), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAThe county clerk shall appoint a deputy clerk for each

statutory probate court. A deputy clerk serves at the pleasure of

the judge of the court to which the deputy clerk is assigned. A

deputy clerk must take the constitutional oath of office, and the

county clerk may require the deputy clerk to furnish a bond in an

amount, conditioned and payable, as required by law.AAA deputy

clerk acts in the name of the county clerk and may perform any other

service required by the judge of a statutory probate court.AAA

deputy clerk shall attend all sessions of the court to which the

deputy clerk is assigned.

(i)AAThe official court reporter of a statutory probate court

is entitled to the same amount of compensation paid to the official

court reporters in the district courts in the county. The

reporter’s salary shall be paid in the same manner as the

compensation of the official court reporters of the district

courts.

(j)AAThe judge of a statutory probate court may appoint an

administrative assistant and an auditor to aid the judge in the

performance of his duties. The judge sets the salary of the

administrative assistant and the salary of the auditor by an order

entered in the minutes of the court. The appointments and the

salaries may be changed only by order of the judge. The salaries of

the auditor and the administrative assistant shall be paid monthly

out of the county’s general fund or any other fund available for

that purpose.

(k)AAIn case of the absence, disqualification, or incapacity

of a judge of a statutory probate court of Travis County, or for any

other reason, the judges of the statutory probate courts of Travis

County may sit and act for each other in any matter or proceeding

pending in either court.

(l)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(90), eff. January 1, 2012.

(m)AARepealed by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B.

3474), Sec. 2.019(b), eff. October 1, 2023.

Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.21(c), eff. Aug. 28,

1989. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1131, Sec. 2, eff. Sept.
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1, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 76, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1991;

Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 394, Sec. 4, eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts

1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1991; Acts 1997, 75th

Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.185, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2001, 77th

Leg., ch. 426, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch.

635, Sec. 3(2), eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 677,

Sec. 1, 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1276, Sec.

9.003, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 959 (H.B. 3468), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(90), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.019(a), eff. October 1, 2023.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.019(b), eff. October 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.2351.AAVAL VERDE COUNTY. (a) Val Verde County has

one statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Val Verde

County.

(b)AAThe County Court at Law of Val Verde County sits in Del

Rio.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.2352.AAVAL VERDE COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Val Verde County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(91), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(91), eff. January 1, 2012.
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(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least $20,000 but not more than 90 percent

of the total compensation paid the district judge. The salary shall

be paid by the county treasurer on order of the commissioners court.

The judge is entitled to travel expenses and necessary office

expenses, including administrative and clerical assistance.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(91), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(91), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family law cases and proceedings and the county clerk serves

as clerk of the court in all other matters.

(i)AA If a family law case is tried before a jury, the jury

shall be composed of 12 members.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(91), eff. January 1, 2012.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 56, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.42,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(91), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 25.2361.AAVAN ZANDT COUNTY. Van Zandt County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Van Zandt County.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 969 (H.B. 4139), Sec. 1,

eff. January 1, 2011.

Sec. 25.2362.AAVAN ZANDT COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, and except as limited by Subsection (b), a county

court at law in Van Zandt County has concurrent jurisdiction with

the district court in:

(1)AAfelony cases to:
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(A)AAconduct arraignments;

(B)AAconduct pretrial hearings;

(C)AAaccept guilty pleas; and

(D)AAconduct jury trials on assignment of a

district judge presiding in Van Zandt County and acceptance of the

assignment by the judge of the county court at law;

(2)AAClass A and Class B misdemeanor cases;

(3)AAfamily law matters;

(4)AAjuvenile matters;

(5)AAprobate matters;

(6)AAguardianship matters; and

(7)AAappeals from the justice and municipal courts.

(b)AAA county court at law’s civil jurisdiction concurrent

with the district court in civil cases is limited to cases in which

the matter in controversy does not exceed $200,000.AAA county court

at law does not have general supervisory control or appellate

review of the commissioners court or jurisdiction of:

(1)AAsuits on behalf of this state to recover penalties

or escheated property;

(2)AAfelony cases involving capital murder;

(3)AAmisdemeanors involving official misconduct; or

(4)AAcontested elections.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(92), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid a total

annual salary set by the commissioners court at an amount that is

not less than $1,000 less than the total annual salary received by a

district judge in the county.AAA district judge’s or statutory

county court judge’s total annual salary does not include

contributions and supplements paid by a county.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(92), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family court matters and proceedings, and the county clerk

shall serve as clerk of a county court at law in all other

matters.AAEach clerk shall establish a separate docket for a county

court at law.
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(g)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to receive a salary set by the judge of the county court at

law with the approval of the commissioners court.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(92), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAIf a jury trial is requested in a case that is in a

county court at law’s jurisdiction, the jury shall be composed of

six members unless the constitution or other law requires a

12-member jury.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1103 (H.B. 4833), Sec.

15(a), eff. January 1, 2011.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 773 (H.B. 1897), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(92), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 26, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.2371.AAVICTORIA COUNTY. Victoria County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Victoria County; and

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Victoria County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.22(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989.

Sec.A25.2372.AAVICTORIA COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

Repealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(93), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(e)AAThe judge of the County Court at Law No. 1 of Victoria
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County shall be paid the same amount in salary, from the same fund

and in the same manner, as the county judge. The judge of the County

Court at Law No. 2 of Victoria County shall be paid a salary that

does not exceed 90 percent of the amount paid a district court judge

in the county. The commissioners court may provide travel expenses

and necessary office expenses, including clerical and

administrative assistance, for the county courts at law.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(93), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(93), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(93), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(93), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AASection 25.0008 does not apply to the county courts at

law in Victoria County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.22(b), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(93), eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.2381.AAWALKER COUNTY. (a) Walker County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Walker County.

(b)AAThe County Court at Law of Walker County sits in

Huntsville.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Sec.A25.2382.AAWALKER COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, a county court at law in Walker County has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district court inAAfamily law

cases and proceedings.
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(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(94), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(94), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 912 (S.B.

1329), Sec. 3.05, eff. September 1, 2017.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(94), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves

as clerk of the court in all other matters.AAThe commissioners

court may employ as many deputy sheriffs and bailiffs as are

necessary to serve a county court at law.

(h)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall set the official

court reporter’s salary at an amount that does not exceed the salary

of an official court reporter for a district court.

(i)AA If a family law case is tried before a jury, the jury

shall be composed of 12 members.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(94), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAAll cases appealed from the justice courts and other

courts of inferior jurisdiction in the county shall be made

directly to a county court at law, unless otherwise provided by law.

(l)AAAppeals in all cases from judgments and orders of the

county court at law shall be to the court of appeals as provided by

law for county and district courts.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 57, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.43,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(94), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 912 (S.B. 1329), Sec. 3.04,
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eff. September 1, 2017.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 912 (S.B. 1329), Sec. 3.05,

eff. September 1, 2017.

Sec. 25.2391.AAWALLER COUNTY. (a)AAWaller County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Waller County; and

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Waller County.

(b)AAThe county courts at law of Waller County sit in

Hempstead.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Amended by:

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.020(a), eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.2392.AAWALLER COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)

In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Waller County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 has the jurisdiction provided

by the constitution and by general law for district courts,

including jurisdiction in felony criminal cases.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(95), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is at least equal to 85 percent of the amount

paid by the state to a district judge. The salary shall be paid by

the county treasurer on order of the commissioners court. The judge

of a county court at law is entitled to travel expenses and

necessary office expenses, including administrative and clerical

assistance, in the same manner as the county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(95), eff. January 1, 2012.
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(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family law cases and proceedings and as clerk of County Court

at Law No. 2 in cases and proceedings in which the court has

concurrent jurisdiction with the district courts as provided by the

constitution and general law, including jurisdiction in felony

criminal cases.AAThe county clerk serves as clerk of a county court

at law in all other cases and proceedings.AAThe commissioners court

may employ as many deputy sheriffs and bailiffs as are necessary to

serve the court.

(h)AAThe judge of a county court at law may appoint an

official court reporter or the judge may contract for the service of

a court reporter under guidelines established by the commissioners

court.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B.

2342), Sec. 34(4), eff. September 1, 2020.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(95), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAAppeals in civil and criminal cases from judgments and

orders of the county court at law are to the court of appeals as

provided for appeals from district and county courts. All cases

appealed from the justice courts and other inferior courts in the

county are to a county court at law, unless otherwise provided by

law.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 58, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(95), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 34(4),

eff. September 1, 2020.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec. 2.021,

eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec.A25.2411.AAWASHINGTON COUNTY. Washington County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Washington

County.

213

http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/html/SB02342F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/821/billtext/html/HB00079F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/html/SB02342F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/html/HB03474F.HTM


Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.23(a), eff. Aug. 28,

1989.

Sec.A25.2412.AAWASHINGTON COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Washington County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(96), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(96), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is not less than 65 percent of the amount

appropriated by the state for the annual salary of each district

judge. The salary shall be paid from the county treasury on order

of the commissioners court. The judge is entitled to travel

expenses and necessary office expenses, including administrative

and clerical personnel, in the same manner as the county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(96), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law for family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk

serves as clerk for all other cases. The commissioners court may

employ as many deputy sheriffs and bailiffs as are necessary to

serve the court.

(h)AAThe judge of a county court at law may, in lieu of

appointing an official court reporter, contract for the services of

a court reporter under guidelines established by the commissioners

court.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(96), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAIf a case or proceeding in which a county court at law

has concurrent jurisdiction with a district court is tried before a

jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members, except as provided
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by Section 25.0007(c).AAIn all other cases, the jury shall be

composed of six members except as provided by the constitution or

other law.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(96), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AAAppeals in all cases from judgments and orders of the

county court at law are to the court of appeals as provided for

appeals from district and county courts. All cases appealed from

the justice courts and other inferior courts in the county are to a

county court at law, unless otherwise provided by law.

Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.23(a), eff. Aug. 28,

1989. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.25,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 59, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(96), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 27, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec.A25.2421.AAWEBB COUNTY. (a)AAWebb County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AAthe County Court at Law No. 1 of Webb County;

(2)AAthe County Court at Law No. 2 of Webb County; and

(3)AAthe County Court at Law No. 3 of Webb County.

(b)AAThe county courts at law of Webb County sit in Laredo.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 23, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 26,

1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.44(a),

eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec.A25.2422.AAWEBB COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS. (a)AAIn

addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and other

law, a county court at law in Webb County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:
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(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings;

(2)AAcases and proceedings involving justiciable

controversies and differences between spouses, or between parents,

or between parent and child, or between any of these and third

persons; and

(3)AAproceedings to expunge a criminal arrest record

under Chapter 55A, Code of Criminal Procedure.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(97), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(97), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AAA judge of a county court at law shall be paid an annual

salary that is at least $20,000, but not more than the salary,

including any supplements, paid to a district judge in the county.

The salary shall be paid out of the county treasury by order of the

commissioners court. A judge of a county court at law is entitled

to receive travel and necessary office expenses, including

administrative and clerical assistance, in the same manner as the

county judge.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(97), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe district attorney of the 49th Judicial District

serves as district attorney of a county court at law, except that

the county attorney of Webb County prosecutes all juvenile, child

welfare, mental health, and other civil cases in which the state is

a party.AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in the cases enumerated in Subsection (a)(2), and the county

clerk serves as clerk of a county court at law in all other cases.

(h)AA If a family law case is tried before a jury, the jury

shall be composed of 12 members.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(97), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(97), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAA meeting of district judges in Webb County held under
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Section 62.016(a) to determine the number of prospective jurors

that are necessary for each week of the year may include the county

court at law judges. The judges may designate a county court at law

judge to be the judge to whom the general jury panels report for

jury service under Section 62.016(c).

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.11(b), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 944, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,

1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.26, eff. Jan.

1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 60, 70, eff. Oct. 1,

1991; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 105, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 28, 1995.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.45,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(97), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 765 (H.B. 4504), Sec. 2.055,

eff. January 1, 2025.

Sec.A25.2451.AAWICHITA COUNTY. Wichita County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Wichita County; and

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Wichita County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.24(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec.A25.2452.AAWICHITA COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, including the general jurisdiction provided for a

county court at law by the Estates Code, a county court at law in

Wichita County has concurrent jurisdiction with the county court

in:
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(1)AAappeals from municipal courts of record in Wichita

County as provided by Subchapter H, Chapter 30;

(2)AAmisdemeanor cases; and

(3)AAprobate and mental health matters.

(b)AAAll misdemeanor cases, probate and mental health

matters, and appeals from municipal courts of record shall be filed

in the county court at law. A county court at law may transfer a

case or an appeal described by this subsection to the county court

with the consent of the county judge.

(c)AAExcept as provided by Section 25.0003 and Subsection

(d), a county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with the

district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings under the Family

Code; and

(2)AAcivil cases.

(d)AAA county court at law does not have jurisdiction of:

(1)AAa case under:

(A)AAthe Alcoholic Beverage Code;

(B)AAthe Election Code; or

(C)AAthe Tax Code;

(2)AAa matter over which the district court has

exclusive jurisdiction; or

(3)AAa civil case, other than a case under the Family

Code or the Estates Code, in which the amount in controversy is:

(A)AAless than the maximum amount in controversy

allowed the justice court in Wichita County; or

(B)AAmore than $200,000, exclusive of punitive or

exemplary damages, penalties, interest, costs, and attorney’s

fees.

(e)AAOn the motion of any party, a county court at law may

transfer a civil case originally filed in a county court at law that

exceeds the maximum amount in controversy described by Subsection

(d)(3)(B) to the district court in Wichita County, except that an

announcement of ready for trial by all parties before a motion to

transfer the case to the district court is filed confers original

jurisdiction on the county court at law. A case that is transferred

to the district court shall be completed under the same cause number
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and in the same manner as if the case were originally filed in the

district court.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(98), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary that is $1,000 less than the total annual salary

received by a district judge in the county. The salary shall be

paid out of the county treasury by the commissioners court. The

judge shall be paid in installments in the same manner as other

county employees. The judge is also entitled to receive travel

expenses and necessary office expenses, including administrative

and clerical assistance, in the same manner as the county judge.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(98), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AAThe district clerk of Wichita County serves as the clerk

of the county courts at law in Wichita County in all civil cases

except probate and mental health matters. The county clerk serves

as clerk in cases involving criminal, probate, or mental health

matters.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(98), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AAExcept as otherwise required by law, if a case is tried

before a jury, the jury shall be composed of six members and may

render verdicts by a five to one margin in civil cases and a

unanimous verdict in criminal cases.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.24(b), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 15.27,

eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 61, 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 7.28, eff. Sept.

1, 1997; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 687, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.46,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(98), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 324 (S.B. 1488), Sec. 22.029,
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eff. September 1, 2017.

Sec.A25.2461.AAWILBARGER COUNTY. Wilbarger County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Wilbarger

County.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 681, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 30, 1993.

Sec.A25.2462.AAWILBARGER COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Wilbarger County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AAA county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with

the justice court in all criminal matters prescribed by law for

justice courts. This subsection does not deny the right of appeal

to a county court at law from a justice court in cases in which the

right of appeal to the county court exists.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(99), eff. January 1, 2012.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(99), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(99), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AAA special judge must take the oath of office required by

law of the regular judge. A special judge has all the powers and

jurisdiction of the court and of the regular judge. A special judge

may sign orders, decrees, judgments, or other process as "Judge

Presiding" when acting for the regular judge.

(g)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(99), eff. January 1, 2012.

(h)AA The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves

as clerk of the court in all other cases and proceedings.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(99), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(99), eff. January 1, 2012.
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(k)AAA jury in a county court at law shall be composed of six

members except as provided by the constitution, Section 25.0007(c),

or other law.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 681, Sec. 2, eff. Aug. 30, 1993.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.47,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(99), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 28, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec. 25.2481.AAWILLIAMSON COUNTY.AAWilliamson County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Williamson County;

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Williamson County;

(3)AACounty Court at Law No. 3 of Williamson County;

(4)AACounty Court at Law No. 4 of Williamson County; and

(5)AACounty Court at Law No. 5 of Williamson County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.25(a), eff.

Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 55, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,

1999.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 100 (H.B. 564), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2005.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 934 (H.B. 3774), Sec.

2.11(a), eff. October 1, 2022.

Sec.A25.2482.AAWILLIAMSON COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003 and

other law, a county court at law in Williamson County has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in family law cases and

proceedings.

(b)AAA county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with

the justice court in all criminal matters prescribed by law for

justice courts. This subsection does not deny the right of appeal

221

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=25.0007
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/821/billtext/html/HB00079F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/821/billtext/html/HB00079F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/html/SB02342F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/79R/billtext/html/HB00564F.HTM
http://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/html/HB03774F.HTM
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=25.0003


to a county court at law from a justice court in cases in which the

right of appeal to the county court exists.

(c)AARepealed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 70, eff.

Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(100), eff. January 1, 2012.

(e)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(100), eff. January 1, 2012.

(f)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(100), eff. January 1, 2012.

(g)AAA special judge must take the oath of office required by

law of the regular judge. A special judge has all the powers and

jurisdiction of the court and of the regular judge. A special judge

may sign orders, decrees, judgments, or other process as "Judge

Presiding" when acting for the regular judge.

(h)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(100), eff. January 1, 2012.

(i)AA The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law in family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves

as clerk of the court in all other cases and proceedings.

(j)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(100), eff. January 1, 2012.

(k)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(100), eff. January 1, 2012.

(l)AAA jury in a county court at law shall be composed of six

members except as provided by the constitution, Section 25.0007(c),

or other law.

(m)AASections 25.0006 and 25.0008 do not apply to a county

court at law in Williamson County.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 27, Sec. 2,

eff. Oct. 20, 1987; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 8.25(b),

8.44(11), eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., 2nd C.S., ch.

1, Sec. 15.28, eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746,

Sec. 62, 70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.48,
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eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(100), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 29, eff.

September 1, 2020.

Sec. 25.2491.AAWILSON COUNTY. Wilson County has one

statutory county court, the County Court at Law of Wilson County.

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.022(a), eff. September 1, 2023.

Sec. 25.2511.AAWISE COUNTY. (a)AAWise County has the

following statutory county courts:

(1)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Wise County; and

(2)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Wise County.

(b)AACounty Court at Law No. 1 of Wise County sits in Decatur

or at another location in the county determined by the judge of

County Court at Law No. 1 of Wise County and approved by the

commissioners court.

(c)AACounty Court at Law No. 2 of Wise County sits in Decatur

or at another location in the county determined by the judge of

County Court at Law No. 2 of Wise County and approved by the

commissioners court.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 802 (H.B. 2330), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2011.

Sec.A25.2512.AAWISE COUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.AA

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section

25.0003 and other law, a county court at law in Wise County has:

(1)AAconcurrent with the county court, the probate

jurisdiction provided by general law for county courts; and

(2)AAconcurrent jurisdiction with the district court

in:

(A)AAeminent domain cases; and
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(B)AAfamily law cases and proceedings.

(b)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(101), eff. January 1, 2012.

(c)AARepealed as subsec. (d) by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.

746, Sec. 70, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

(d)AAThe judge of a county court at law shall be paid an

annual salary in an amount that is not more than 90 percent of the

salary paid by the state out of the general revenue fund to a

district judge in the county. The salary shall be paid out of the

county treasury on orders from the commissioners court. The judge

is also entitled to reasonable travel expenses and necessary office

expenses, including administrative and clerical assistance.

(e)AAIn addition to the qualifications required by Section

25.0014, a regular judge of a county court at law must have the

qualifications of a district judge as required by Section 7,

Article V, Texas Constitution.

(f)AAThe official court reporter of a county court at law is

entitled to receive a salary set by the judge of the county court at

law and paid out of the county treasury on order of the

commissioners court. The salary may not exceed the amount paid the

official court reporter of a district court in Wise County.

(g)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at

law for family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk

serves as clerk for all other cases.

(h)AAThe laws governing the drawing, selection, service, and

pay of jurors for county courts apply to a county court at

law.AAJurors regularly impaneled for a week by the district court

may, on request of the judge of a county court at law, be made

available and shall serve for the week in a county court at law.

(i)AARepealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3, Sec.

4.50(a)(101), eff. January 1, 2012.

(j)AAThe jury in all matters shall be composed of 12 members,

except that in misdemeanor criminal cases and in any other cases in

which the amount in controversy is not more than $100,000,

excluding interest and attorney’s fees, the jury shall be composed

of six members unless the constitution or other law requires a

12-member jury.
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(k)AAA judge of a county court at law and a judge of a

district court or another county court at law with concurrent

jurisdiction may transfer cases between the courts in the same

manner judges of district courts transfer cases under Section

24.003.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 4.01, eff. Sept. 1,

1987. Amended by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 27, Sec. 1,

eff. Oct. 20, 1987; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 518, Sec. 1, eff.

Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 63, 70, eff. Oct.

1, 1991; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1420, Sec. 9.001, eff. Sept. 1,

2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 802 (H.B. 2330), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 802 (H.B. 2330), Sec. 3, eff.

September 1, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 3.09,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 4.49,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec.

4.50(a)(101), eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 696 (S.B. 2342), Sec. 30, eff.

September 1, 2020.

SUBCHAPTER D. MULTICOUNTY STATUTORY COUNTY COURTS

Sec.A25.2601.AAAPPLICATION OF SUBCHAPTER. (a) This

subchapter applies only to statutory county courts composed of more

than one county.

(b)AAExcept for Sections 25.0009, 25.0010(b), and 25.0011,

Subchapter A applies to a statutory county court composed of more

than one county.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 64, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Sec.A25.2602.AAJUDGE. (a) The judge is elected by the

qualified voters of the counties at the election at which other
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statutory county court judges are elected.

(b)AAThe judge must be:

(1)AAat least 25 years of age;

(2)AAa resident of one of the counties; and

(3)AAa licensed attorney in this state who has

practiced law or served as a judge of a court in this state, or both

combined, for the four years preceding election or appointment.

(c)AAThe judge is entitled to be paid an annual salary set by

a vote of a majority of the total number of county judges and

commissioners of the commissioners courts of the counties. The

salary shall be apportioned among the counties according to the

ratio a county’s population bears to the total population of the

counties comprising the court.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 64, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Sec.A25.2603.AAVACANCY. (a) A vacancy in the office of

judge is filled by a joint appointment by the commissioners courts

of the counties composing the court. An appointment must be

approved by a vote of a majority of the total number of county

judges and commissioners of the commissioners courts of the

counties.

(b)AAAn appointee holds office until the next general

election and until the successor is elected and has qualified.

(c)AAThis section applies to a vacancy existing on creation

of the office of judge.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 64, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Sec.A25.2604.AAPERSONNEL. (a) The county clerk of a

particular county serves as clerk in that county.

(b)AAThe prosecuting attorney representing the state in

county court in a particular county serves as prosecutor in that

county.

(c)AAThe sheriff and the other court officials in a county

shall serve in the manner required by law for their offices and are

entitled to the compensation, fees, and allowances prescribed by

law for their offices.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 64, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.
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Sec.A25.2605.AASEAL. The seal is the same as that provided

by law for a county court except that the seal must contain the name

of the court as designated by statute.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 64, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Sec.A25.2606.AAGENERAL LAW. Unless this subchapter contains

a conflicting provision, the general law relating to county courts

and statutory county courts applies.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 64, eff. Oct. 1, 1991.

Sec. 25.2607.AADESIGNATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY FOR

MULTICOUNTY STATUTORY COUNTY COURTS. (a)AAIf a statute that

establishes a multicounty statutory county court does not designate

one of the counties that compose the multicounty statutory county

court as the administrative county for that court, the county with

the greatest population of the counties composing the court at the

time the court is established is the administrative county for that

court.

(b)AAThe commissioners courts of the counties that compose a

multicounty statutory county court may enter into an agreement to

provide support for the court.AAThe administrative county for the

court may receive contributions from the other counties composing

the court to pay the operating expenses of the court.

(c)AAExcept for money provided by state appropriations or

under an agreement under Subsection (b), the administrative county

shall pay out of the county’s general fund the salaries,

compensation, and expenses incurred in operating the multicounty

statutory county court.

(d)AANotwithstanding Section 25.0015, the state shall

annually compensate the administrative county of a multicounty

statutory county court for the salary of the judge of the

multicounty statutory county court in an amount equal to 100

percent of the state salary paid to a district judge with comparable

years of service as the multicounty statutory county court judge,

as set by the General Appropriations Act in accordance with Section

659.012. For purposes of this subsection, the years of service of a
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multicounty statutory county court judge include any years of

service as:

(1)AAan appellate court, district court, statutory

county court, or statutory probate court justice or judge; or

(2)AAa district attorney, criminal district attorney,

or county attorney.

(e)AAThe court fees and costs collected by the clerk of a

multicounty statutory county court shall be deposited in the

appropriate county fund as provided by law.

Added by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1182 (S.B. 1139), Sec.

3.07(a), eff. September 1, 2015.

Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1121 (H.B. 2384), Sec. 6, eff.

September 1, 2019.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec. 2.023,

eff. September 1, 2023.

SUBCHAPTER E. MULTICOUNTY STATUTORY PROBATE COURTS

Sec.A25.2651.AAAPPLICATION OF SUBCHAPTER. (a) This

subchapter applies only to statutory probate courts composed of

more than one county.

(b)AAExcept for Sections 25.0009, 25.0010(b), 25.0011,

25.0030(b), and 25.0031, Subchapters A and B apply to a statutory

probate court composed of more than one county.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 409, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 426, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1,

2001; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1420, Sec. 9.001(f), eff. Sept. 1,

2001.

Sec.A25.2652.AAJUDGE. (a) The judge is elected by the

qualified voters of the counties at the election at which other

statutory probate court judges are elected.

(b)AAThe judge must be:

(1)AAat least 25 years of age;

(2)AAa resident of one of the counties; and

(3)AAa licensed attorney in this state who has
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practiced law or served as a judge of a court in this state, or both

combined, for the four years preceding election or appointment.

(c)AAThe judge is entitled to be paid an annual salary set by

a vote of a majority of the total number of the county judges and

commissioners of the commissioners courts of the counties. The

salary shall be apportioned among the counties according to the

ratio a county’s population bears to the total population of the

counties composing the court.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 409, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Sec.A25.2653.AAVACANCY. (a) A vacancy in the office of

judge is filled by a joint appointment by the commissioners courts

of the counties composing the court. An appointment must be

approved by a vote of a majority of the total number of the county

judges and commissioners of the commissioners courts of the

counties.

(b)AAAn appointee holds office until the next general

election and until the successor is elected and has qualified.

(c)AAThis section applies to a vacancy existing on creation

of the office of judge.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 409, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Sec.A25.2654.AAPERSONNEL. (a) The county clerk of a

particular county serves as clerk in that county.

(b)AAThe prosecuting attorney representing the state in a

statutory probate court in a particular county serves as prosecutor

in that county.

(c)AAThe sheriff and the other court officials in a county

shall serve in the manner required by law for their offices and are

entitled to the compensation, fees, and allowances prescribed by

law for their offices.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 409, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Sec.A25.2655.AASEAL. The seal is the same as that provided

by law for a statutory probate court except that the seal must

contain the name of the court as designated by statute.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 409, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.
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Sec.A25.2656.AAGENERAL LAW. Unless this subchapter contains

a conflicting provision, the general law relating to statutory

probate courts applies.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 409, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

SUBCHAPTER F. MULTICOUNTY STATUTORY COUNTY COURTS IN PARTICULAR

COUNTIES

Sec. 25.2701.AA1ST MULTICOUNTY COURT AT LAW (FISHER,

MITCHELL, AND NOLAN COUNTIES).AAFisher, Mitchell, and Nolan

Counties have a multicounty statutory county court composed of

those counties, the 1st Multicounty Court at Law.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1059 (H.B. 3153), Sec.

2.07(a), eff. September 1, 2013.

Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1114 (H.B. 4281), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2017.

Sec. 25.2702.AA1ST MULTICOUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

and other law, the 1st Multicounty Court at Law has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district court in:

(1)AAfamily law cases and proceedings; and

(2)AAfelony criminal cases.

(b)AAThe county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with

the justice court in criminal matters prescribed by law for justice

courts.AAThis section does not affect the right of appeal to a

county court at law from a justice court where the right of appeal

to the county court exists by law.

(c)AAThe judge may not engage in the private practice of law.

(c-1)AANolan County is the administrative county for the 1st

Multicounty Court at Law.

(d)AAThe judge of the county court at law shall appoint an

official court reporter.AAThe judge may appoint a court

administrator to aid the judge in the performance of the judge’s

duties.AAThe official court reporter and the court administrator of
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the county court at law are entitled to receive a salary set by the

commissioners courts in the counties the reporter or administrator

serves to be paid out of the county treasuries, either by salary or

by contract as set by the commissioners courts.

(d-1)AAFisher, Mitchell, and Nolan Counties shall enter into

an interlocal agreement allocating the financial obligations of

each county in relation to the county court at law and the budget,

powers, and duties of the court and salaries of court personnel.

(d-2)AAIf the counties served by the county court at law are

unable to reach an agreement under Subsection (d-1) before the

first day of the fiscal year for a county served by the court, each

county shall pay to the court’s administrative county a share of the

court’s administrative and operational costs for the fiscal year

based on the proportion of the court’s caseload originating in the

county during the preceding year.AAA county is entitled to

compensation from the state under Section 25.0015 in proportion to

the amount paid under this subsection.

(e)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of the county court

at law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district

court, and the county clerk serves as clerk of the county court at

law in all other cases.

(f)AASections 25.0006, 25.0008, and 74.054(b) do not apply to

the county court at law.

(g)AAThe judge of the county court at law is entitled to

travel expenses and necessary office expenses as authorized by the

commissioners court of the administrative county.

(h)AANotwithstanding Section 74.121(b)(1), in matters of

concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of the 1st Multicounty Court at

Law and the judges of the district courts in Fisher, Mitchell, and

Nolan Counties may exchange benches and courtrooms and may transfer

cases between their dockets in the same manner that judges of

district courts exchange benches and transfer cases under Section

24.003.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1059 (H.B. 3153), Sec.

2.07(a), eff. September 1, 2013.

Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1182 (S.B. 1139), Sec.
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3.07(c), eff. September 1, 2015.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1182 (S.B. 1139), Sec.

3.07(d), eff. September 1, 2015.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1114 (H.B. 4281), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 686 (S.B. 2215), Sec. 1, eff.

June 10, 2019.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1352 (S.B. 346), Sec. 4.12,

eff. January 1, 2020.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R.S., Ch. 472 (S.B. 41), Sec. 2.10, eff.

January 1, 2022.

Sec. 25.2703.AA2ND MULTICOUNTY COURT AT LAW (BEE, LIVE OAK,

AND MCMULLEN COUNTIES).AABee, Live Oak, and McMullen Counties have

a multicounty statutory county court composed of those counties,

the 2nd Multicounty Court at Law.

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.024(a), eff. September 1, 2023.

The following section was amended by the 89th Legislature. Pending

publication of the current statutes, see S.B. 2878, 89th

Legislature, Regular Session, for amendments affecting the

following section.

Sec. 25.2704.AA2ND MULTICOUNTY COURT AT LAW PROVISIONS.

(a)AAIn addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 25.0003

andAAother law, the 2nd Multicounty Court at Law has concurrent

jurisdiction with the district courts, except in civil cases in

which the matter in controversy exceeds the amount provided by

Section 25.0003(c)(1).

(b)AABee County is the administrative county for the 2nd

Multicounty Court at Law.

(c)AABee, Live Oak, and McMullen Counties shall enter into an

interlocal agreement allocating the financial obligations of each

county in relation to the county court at law and the budget,

powers, and duties of the court and salaries of court personnel.

(d)AAIf the counties served by the county court at law are

unable to reach an agreement under Subsection (c) before the first
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day of the fiscal year for a county served by the court, each county

shall pay to the court’s administrative county a share of the

court’s administrative and operational costs for the fiscal year

based on the proportion of the court’s caseload originating in the

county during the preceding year.AAA county is entitled to

compensation from the state under Section 25.0015 in proportion to

the amount paid under this subsection.

(e)AAThe district clerk serves as clerk of the county court

at law in matters of concurrent jurisdiction with the district

court, and the county clerk serves as clerk of the county court at

law in all other cases.

(f)AASections 25.0006, 25.0008, and 74.054(b) do not apply to

the county court at law.

(g)AANotwithstanding Section 74.121(b)(1), in matters of

concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of the 2nd Multicounty Court at

Law and the judges of the district courts in Bee, Live Oak, and

McMullen Counties may exchange benches and courtrooms and may

transfer cases between their dockets in the same manner that judges

of district courts exchange benches and courtrooms and transfer

cases under Section 24.003.

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., Ch. 861 (H.B. 3474), Sec.

2.024(a), eff. September 1, 2023.
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