ELECTI ON CODE
TITLE 1. | NTRODUCTORY PROVI SI ONS
CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVI SI ONS
Sec. 1.001. SHORT TITLE. This code may be cited as the
El ection Code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.0015. LEG SLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent of the
| egi sl ature that the application of this code and the conduct of
el ections be uniformand consistent throughout this state to reduce
the likelihood of fraud in the conduct of elections, protect the
secrecy of the ballot, pronote voter access, and ensure that al
| egally cast ballots are count ed.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C.S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 1.04,
eff. Decenmber 2, 2021.

Sec. 1.002. APPLICABILITY OF CODE. (a) This code applies to
all general, special, and primary elections held in this state.

(b) This code supersedes a conflicting statute outside this
code unless this code or the outside statute expressly provides
ot herw se.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.003. CONSTRUCTION OF CODE. (a) The Code Construction
Act (Chapter 311, Governnent Code) applies to the construction of
each provision in this code, except as otherw se expressly provided
by this code.

(a-1) Election officials and other public officials shal
strictly construe the provisions of this code to effect the intent of
the | egislature under Section 1.0015.

(b) When a provision of this code provides that it supersedes
anot her specifically referenced provision of this code to the extent
of any conflict, no conflict is created by the failure of the
supersedi ng provision, or of related provisions, to repeat the
substance of the referenced provision; rather, a conflict exists
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only if the substance of the superseding and any rel ated provisions
is irreconcilable with the substance of the referenced provision. |If
t he substance of the supersedi ng provision, together with any rel ated
provi sions, and the substance of the referenced provision can each be
applied to the sanme subject or set of circunstances, both provisions
shal | be given effect.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 17, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 1.05, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 1.004. |INTERNAL REFERENCES. In this code:

(1) areference to atitle, chapter, or section wthout
further identification is a reference to a title, chapter, or section
of this code; and

(2) areference to a subtitle, subchapter, subsection
subdi vi si on, paragraph, or other nunbered or lettered unit w thout
further identification is a reference to a unit of the next |arger
unit of this code in which the reference appears.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.005. DEFINITIONS. In this code:

(1) "Gty secretary" includes a city clerk or, in acity
that has no city secretary or clerk, the city officer who perforns
the duties of a city secretary.

(2) "County election precinct” neans an el ection precinct
est abl i shed under Section 42.001.

(3) "County office" means an office of the county
governnent that is voted on countyw de.

(4) "District office" neans an office of the federal or
state governnent that is not voted on statew de.

(4-a) "Election official" neans:

(A) a county clerk;

(B) a permanent or tenporary deputy county clerk

(© an elections adm nistrator;

(D) a permanent or tenporary enpl oyee of an el ections
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adm ni strator;

(E) an election judge;

(F) an alternate el ection judge;

(G an early voting clerk;

(H a deputy early voting clerk;

(I') an election clerk;

(J) the presiding judge of an early voting ball ot
boar d;

(K)y the alternate presiding judge of an early voting
bal | ot board;

(L) a nenber of an early voting ballot board,

(M the chair of a signature verification commttee;

(N) the vice chair of a signature verification

conmi ttee;
(O a nenber of a signature verification commttee;
(P) the presiding judge of a central counting station;
(Q the alternate presiding judge of a central counting
station;

(R) a central counting station manager;
(S) a central counting station clerk;
(T) a tabulation supervisor;
(U an assistant to a tabul ati on supervisor; and
(V) a chair of a county political party holding a
primary election or a runoff primary el ection.
(4-b) "Federal judge" neans:
(A) a judge, former judge, or retired judge of a United
States court of appeals;
(B) a judge, former judge, or retired judge of a United
States district court;
(C© a judge, fornmer judge, or retired judge of a United
St at es bankruptcy court; or
(D) a magistrate judge, former magistrate judge, or
retired magi strate judge of a United States district court.
(5) "Final canvass" nmeans the canvass from which the
official result of an election is determ ned.
(6) "General election" nmeans an el ection, other than a
primary el ection, that regularly recurs at fixed dates.
(7) "Ceneral election for state and county officers" means
the general election at which officers of the federal, state, and
county governments are el ect ed.
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(8) "Qubernatorial general election" neans the general
el ection held every four years to elect a governor for a full term

(9) "Independent candi date" neans a candidate in a
nonparti san election or a candidate in a partisan election who is not
t he nom nee of a political party.

(10) "Law' neans a constitution, statute, city charter, or
city ordi nance.

(11) "Local canvass" neans the canvass of the precinct
el ection returns.

(12) "Measure" neans a question or proposal submtted in an
el ection for an expression of the voters' wll.

(13) "Political subdivision" nmeans a county, city, or
school district or any other governnmental entity that:

(A) enbraces a geographic area with a defined boundary;

(B) exists for the purpose of discharging functions of
government; and

(C possesses authority for subordinate self-governnent
t hrough officers selected by it.

(14) "Primary election" neans an election held by a
political party under Chapter 172 to select its nom nees for public
of fice, and, unless the context indicates otherwi se, the term
i ncludes a presidential primary el ection.

(15) "Proposition"” neans the wordi ng appearing on a ball ot
to identify a neasure.

(16) "Registered voter" neans a person registered to vote
in this state whose registration is effective.

(17) "Residence address" neans the street address and any
apartnent nunber, or the address at which mail is received if the
resi dence has no address, and the city, state, and zip code that
correspond to a person's residence.

(18) "Special election" neans an election that is not a
general election or a primary el ection.

(18-a) "State judge" neans:

(A) a judge, former judge, or retired judge of an
appel l ate court, a district court, a constitutional county court, a
county court at law, or a statutory probate court of this state;

(B) an associate judge appoi nted under Chapter 201,
Fam |y Code, or a retired associ ate judge or former associate judge
appoi nted under that chapter;

(C a nmmgistrate or associate judge appoi nted under
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Chapter 54 or 54A, Governnent Code;
(D) a justice of the peace; or
(E) a nmunicipal court judge.

(19) "Statew de office" neans an office of the federal or
state governnent that is voted on statew de

(20) Repealed by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 404 (H B
25), Sec. 8, eff. Septenber 1, 2020.

(21) "Uniformelection date" neans an el ection date
prescribed by Section 41.001.

(22) "Voting station" neans the voting booth or other place
where voters mark their ballots or otherwi se indicate their votes at
a polling place.

(23) "Voting year" neans the 12-nonth period begi nni ng
January 1 of each year.

(24) "Presidential primary el ection" neans an el ection held
under Subchapter A, Chapter 191, at which a political party's voters
are given an opportunity to express their preferences for the party's
presidential candidates, or for an "unconmtted" status if provided
by party rule, for the purpose of determ ning the allocation of the
party's delegates fromthis state to the party's nationa
presidential nom nating conventi on.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1986, 69th Leg., 3rd C.S., ch. 14, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1987;
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 52, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 404 (H.B. 25), Sec. 8, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2020.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 1146 (H B. 2910), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 1.06, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 1.006. EFFECT OF WEEKEND OR HOLIDAY. (a) |If the last day
for performance of an act is a Saturday, Sunday, or |egal state or
national holiday, the act is tinely if performed on the next regular
busi ness day, except as otherw se provided by this code.

(b) If the last day for performance of an act is extended under
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Subsection (a), the extended date is used to determ ne any ot her
dates and deadlines, and the dates or tinmes of any related
procedures, that are expressly required to be nade on a date or at a
time determined in relation to the last day for perfornmance of the
act .

(c) A declaration of ineligibility of a candidate is considered
to be the performance of an act under this section for purposes of
causing the candidate's nanme to be omtted fromthe ballot.

(d) The filing of a docunent, including a withdrawal request or
resignation, is considered to be the performance of an act under this
section for purposes of creating a vacancy to be filled at a
subsequent el ection.

(e) The death of a person is not considered to be the
performance of an act under this section.

(f) In this code:

(1) "National holiday" neans:
(A) a legal public holiday under 5 U. S.C. Section 6103;
and
(B) if a holiday described by Paragraph (A) occurs on a
Saturday or Sunday, a holiday taken in lieu of that holiday on which
there is no regular United States mail delivery.
(2) "State holiday" nmeans a state holiday under Sections
662. 003(b) (1) through (6), Governnment Code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:
Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 84 (S.B. 1703), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2015.

Sec. 1.007. DELIVERING SUBM TTI NG AND FI LI NG DOCUMENTS. (a)
When this code provides for the delivery, submission, or filing of an
application, notice, report, or other docunent or paper with an
authority having adm nistrative responsibility under this code, a
delivery, subm ssion, or filing with an enpl oyee of the authority at
the authority's usual place for conducting official business
constitutes filing with the authority.

(b) The authority to whom a delivery, subm ssion, or filing is
required by this code to be nade may accept the docunent or paper at
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a place other than the authority's usual place for conducting
of ficial business.

(c) A delivery, submssion, or filing of a docunent or paper
under this code may be made by personal delivery, mail, telephonic
facsimle machine, e-mail, or any other method of transm ssion.

(d) Any other provision of this code supersedes this section to
t he extent of any conflict.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 1178 (S.B. 910), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 1.008. TIMELINESS OF ACTION BY MAIL. Wen this code
requires an application, notice, report, or other docunent or paper
to be delivered, submtted, or filed within a specified period or
before a specified deadline, a delivery, subm ssion, or filing by
first-class United States nail is tinely, except as otherw se
provi ded by this code, if:

(1) it is properly addressed with postage prepaid; and

(2) it bears a post office cancellation mark indicating a
time within the period or before the deadline, or if the person
required to take the action furnishes satisfactory proof that it was
deposited in the mail within the period or before the deadline.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.009. TIME OF RECEI PT OF MAILED DOCUMENT. (a) Wen this
code provides that an application, notice, or other docunent or paper
that is delivered, submtted, or filed by mail is considered to be
delivered, subnmitted, or filed at the tinme of its receipt by the
appropriate authority, the time of receipt is the tine at which a
post office enpl oyee:

(1) places it in the actual possession of the authority or
the authority's agent; or
(2) deposits it in the authority's mailbox or at the usual
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pl ace of delivery for the authority's official mail.

(b) If the authority cannot determne the tinme at which a
deposit under Subsection (a)(2) occurred or whether it occurred
before a specified deadline, the deposit is considered to have
occurred at the tine the mail box or usual place of mail delivery, as
applicable, was |ast inspected for renoval of nail.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 1.010. AVAILABILITY OF OFFICIAL FORVMS. (a) The office,
agency, or other authority with whomthis code requires an
application, report, or other docunent or paper to be submitted or
filed shall nmake printed forns for that purpose, as officially
prescribed, readily and tinely avail abl e.

(b) The authority shall furnish forns in a reasonable quantity
to a person requesting themfor the purpose of submtting or filing
t he docunent or paper.

(c) The forms shall be furnished w thout charge, except as
ot herw se provided by this code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.011. SIGNING DOCUMENT BY WTNESS. (a) When this code
requires a person to sign an application, report, or other docunent
or paper, except as otherw se provided by this code, the docunment or
paper may be signed for the person by a witness, as provided by this
section, if the person required to sign cannot do so because of a

physical disability or illiteracy.
(b) The person who cannot sign nust affix the person's mark to
t he docunent or paper, which the witness nust attest. |[|f the person

cannot make the mark, the witness nust state that fact on the
docunent or paper.

(c) The witness nust state on the docunment or paper the nane,
in printed form of the person who cannot sign.

(d) The witness nust affix the witness's own signhature to the
docunent or paper and state the witness's own name, in printed form
near the signature. The witness nust also state the witness's
resi dence address unless the witness is an election officer, in which
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case the witness nust state the witness's official title.
(e) The procedure prescribed by this section nust be conducted
in the presence of the person who cannot sign.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 1.012. PUBLIC I NSPECTI ON OF ELECTI ON RECORDS. (a)
Subj ect to Subsection (b), an election record that is public
i nformation shall be made available to the public during the regular
busi ness hours of the record's custodian.

(b) For the purpose of safeguarding the election records or
econom zing the custodian's tine, the custodian may adopt reasonable
rules limting public access.

(c) Except as otherw se provided by this code or Chapter 552,
Government Code, all election records are public information.

(d) In this code, "election record” includes:

(1) anything distributed or received by governnent under
t hi s code;

(2) anything required by |law to be kept by others for
i nformati on of governnent under this code; or

(3) a certificate, application, notice, report, or other
docunent or paper issued or received by governnent under this code.

(e) Except as provided by Subsections (f) and (g), an election
record shall be available not later than the 15th day after el ection
day in an electronic format for a fee of not nore than $50.

(f) Beginning on the first day after the date the final canvass
of an election is conpleted, the general custodian of election
records shall nmake available for public inspection election records
that are:

(1) images of voted ballots, if a county naintains inages
of voted ballots; or
(2) cast vote records.

(g) Beginning on the 61st day after election day, the general
custodi an of election records shall make available for public
i nspection election records that are original voted ballots.

(h) The custodi an shall adopt procedures to ensure the
redacti on of any personally identifiable information of the voter
contained on a ballot before making the voted ballot available for
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public inspection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 76, Sec. 5.95(88), eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 1215 (S.B. 902), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 894 (H B. 5180), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2023.

Sec. 1.013. DESTRUCTI ON OF RECORDS. After expiration of the
prescri bed period for preserving voted ballots, election returns,
ot her election records, or other records that are preserved under
this code, the records nmay be destroyed or otherw se disposed of
unl ess, at the expiration of the preservation period, an el ection
contest or a crimnal investigation or proceeding in connection with
an election to which the records pertain is pending. |In that case,
the records shall be preserved until the contest, investigation, or
proceeding is conpleted and the judgnent, if any, becones final.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.014. ELECTION EXPENSES. (a) Except as otherw se
provided by | aw, the expenses incurred in the conduct of a general or
special election shall be paid by the political subdivision served by
the authority ordering the el ection.

(b) Each county in the territory covered by an el ection ordered
by the governor shall pay the expenses incurred in that particul ar
county in the conduct of the election.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.015. RESIDENCE. (a) In this code, "residence" neans
domcile, that is, one's hone and fixed place of habitation to which
one intends to return after any tenporary absence.

(b) A person may not establish residence for the purpose of
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i nfluencing the outconme of a certain election.

(c) A person does not |ose the person's residence by |eaving
the person's hone to go to another place for tenporary purposes only.

(d) A person does not acquire a residence in a place to which
t he person has cone for tenporary purposes only and w thout the
intention of maeking that place the person's hone.

(e) A person who is an inmate in a penal institution or who is
an involuntary inmate in a hospital or eleenbsynary institution does
not, while an inmate, acquire residence at the place where the
institution is |ocated.

(f) A person may not establish a residence at any place the
person has not inhabited. A person nmay not designhate a previous
residence as a honme and fixed place of habitation unless the person
inhabits the place at the tinme of designation and intends to remain.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 869 (S.B. 1111), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Sec. 1.016. CQATHS BY ELECTION OFFICERS. (a) An oath or
statenent required by the Texas Constitution or this code prior to an
el ection officer entering service may be adm nistered and a
certificate of the fact given by:

(1) the secretary of state, a nmenber of the secretary of
state's staff, or a state inspector appointed by the secretary;

(2) a county or rmunicipal clerk or the clerk's deputi es;

(3) a county tax assessor-collector or the county tax
assessor-col l ector's deputi es;

(4) acity secretary;

(5) a nenber of a county el ection comm ssion or county
el ection board,;

(6) a county elections adm nistrator or enployee of a
county el ections adm ni strator;

(7) the secretary of the governing body of a political
subdi vi sion other than a county or city or the authority performng
the duties of a secretary under this code;

(8) a presiding election judge or alternate presiding judge
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who has al ready entered service;

(9) an early voting clerk or a deputy early voting clerk
who has al ready entered service;

(10) a nmenber of an early voting ballot board or signature
verification conmttee who has already entered service; or

(11) a presiding judge, manager, or tabulation supervisor
of a central counting station who has already entered servi ce.

(b) An oath, statenent, or certificate described under
Subsection (a) is valid for the duration of the election officer's
termof office and shall be filed with election records for the
el ection in which the election officer is serving.

(c) The secretary of state may prescribe a formof oath
statenent, or certificate that incorporates any oaths or statenents
required by the Texas Constitution or this code for an el ection
officer into a single oath or statenent.

Added by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S., Ch. 828 (H.B. 1735), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Sec. 1.017. INELIGBILITY NO DEFENSE TO PROSECUTION. It is no
defense to prosecution under this code that a person who receives an
official ballot is ineligible to vote in the election for which the
ball ot is received.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 200S3.

Sec. 1.018. APPLICABILITY OF PENAL CODE. In addition to
Section 1.03, Penal Code, and to other titles of the Penal Code that
may apply to this code, Titles 2 and 4, Penal Code, apply to offenses
prescri bed by this code.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 1.07, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021.

Sec. 1.019. REQUI RED EVI DENCE OR TESTIMONY. (a) A party to an
of fense under this code may be required to furnish evidence or
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testi nony about the offense.

(b) Evidence or testinony required to be furnished under this
section, or information directly or indirectly derived fromthat
evi dence or testinony, nmay not be used against the party providing
the evidence or testinony in a crimnal case except for a prosecution
of aggravated perjury or contenpt.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 1.020. VOTING DI SABI LI TY OR CANDI DACY DI SQUALI FI CATI ON
DETERM NATI ON OF MENTAL | NCAPACI TY. (a) A person determ ned to be
totally nentally incapacitated by a court exercising probate
jurisdiction is not subject to a voting disability or candi dacy
di squal ification under this code if, subsequent to that
determ nation, the person's nental capacity has been conpletely
restored by a final judgnment of a court exercising probate
jurisdiction.

(b) A person determned to be partially nentally incapacitated
wi thout the right to vote by a court exercising probate jurisdiction
is not subject to a voting disability or candi dacy disqualification
under this code if, subsequent to that determ nation, the person's
guar di anshi p has been nodified to include the right to vote or the
person's nental capacity has been conpletely restored by a final
j udgnment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 614 (H B. 417), Sec. 21, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Sec. 1.021. NOTICE OF PCLLI NG PLACE LCCATI ON. When this code
requires notice of a polling place |ocation, the witten notice nust
state the building nane, if any, and the street address, including
the suite or roomnunber, if any, of the polling place.

Added by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 42 (H B. 1241), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Sec. 1.022. REASONABLE ACCOVMODATI ON OR MODI FI CATION. A
provi sion of this code may not be interpreted to prohibit or limt
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the right of a qualified individual with a disability fromrequesting
a reasonabl e accomopdati on or nodification to any el ection standard,
practice, or procedure mandated by law or rule that the individual is
entitled to request under federal or state |aw

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 1.08,
eff. Decenmber 2, 2021.

CHAPTER 2. VOTE REQUI RED FOR ELECTI ON TO OFFI CE
SUBCHAPTER A. ELECTI ON BY PLURALI TY
Sec. 2.001. PLURALITY VOTE REQUI RED. Except as ot herw se
provided by law, to be elected to a public office, a candidate nust
receive nore votes than any ot her candidate for the office.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 2.002. TIE VOTE. (a) Except as provided by Subsection
(f), (g), or (i), in an election requiring a plurality vote, if two
or nore candi dates for the sane office tie for the nunber of votes
required to be elected, a second election to fill the office shall be
hel d.

(b) Not later than the fifth day after the date the automatic
recount required by Subsection (i) is conpleted or the final canvass
followng the automatic recount is conpleted, if applicable, the
authority responsible for ordering the first election shall order the
second el ection. The second election shall be held not earlier than
the 20th day or later than the 45th day after the date the automatic
recount required by Subsection (i) is conpleted or the final canvass
following the automatic recount is conpleted, if applicable.

(c) The nanes of the tying candidates only shall be printed on
the ballot for the second election. Wite-in votes are not
permtted. |If either of the candidates is a party nomnee, the title
of the office shall be listed on the ballot in a vertical colum with
t he nane of each candidate |isted below the office title with each
candidate's political party alignment next to the nane.

(d) The order of the candi dates' names on the ballot shall be
the relative order of names on the original ballot.

(e) Notice of the second el ection shall be given in accordance
with Chapter 4 except that a notice under Section 4.003(a)(2) or (b)
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nmust be posted not later than the 15th day before el ection day.

(f) The tying candidates may agree to cast lots to resolve the
tie. The agreenment nust be filed with the authority responsible for
ordering the election. That authority or, if the authority is a
body, the body's presiding officer, shall supervise the casting of
| ots.

(g) A tying candidate may resolve the tie by filing with the
authority described by Subsection (f) a witten statenent of
wi t hdrawal signed and acknow edged by the candidate. On receipt of
the statenment of withdrawal, the remaining candidate is the w nner,
and a second el ection or casting of lots is not held.

(h) This section does not apply to elective offices of the
executive departnent specified by Article 1V, Section 1, of the Texas
Constitution.

(1) If the tie vote is not resolved under Subsection (f) or
(g), an automatic recount shall be conducted in accordance with
Chapter 216 before the second election is held. |[If the recount
resolves the tie, the second election is not held.

(j) If the recount does not resolve the tie, the tied
candi dat es may:

(1) <cast lots not later than the day before the date the
authority nust order the second el ection under Subsection (b); or

(2) wthdraw fromthe election not later than 5 p.m of the
day after the date the automatic recount is held.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2001, 77th Leg., ch. 851, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS, Ch. 708 (H. B. 88), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

SUBCHAPTER B. RUNOFF ELECTI ON
Sec. 2.021. RUNOFF ELECTION REQU RED. If no candidate for a
particular office receives the vote necessary to be elected in an
election requiring a mgjority vote, a runoff election for that office
IS required.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 2.022. CONFLICTS WTH OTHER LAW (a) Except as provided
by Subsection (b), a |law outside this subchapter supersedes this
subchapter to the extent of any conflict.

(b) Sections 2.023, 2.025, and 2.028 supersede a | aw outside
this subchapter to the extent of any conflict.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 652, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Sec. 2.023. RUNOFF CANDI DATES. (a) Except as provided by
Subsections (b) and (c), the candidates in a runoff election are the
candi dates who recei ve the highest and second hi ghest nunber of votes
in the main election or who tie for the highest nunmber of votes.

(b) If nore than two candidates tie for the highest nunber of
votes in the main election, an automatic recount shall be conducted
in accordance with Chapter 216. If the recount does not resolve the
tie, the tied candidates shall cast lots to determ ne which two are
to be the runoff candi dates.

(c) If two or nore candidates tie for the second hi ghest nunber
of votes in the nmain election, an automatic recount shall be
conducted in accordance wth Chapter 216. |If the recount does not
resolve the tie, the tied candidates shall cast |lots to determ ne
whi ch one is to be the second candidate in the runoff el ection.

(d) The presiding officer of the final canvassing authority for
the el ection shall supervise the casting of |lots under this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 652, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 200S3.

Sec. 2.024. CORDERING RUNOFF. Not later than the fifth day
after the date the final canvass of the main election is conpleted,
the authority responsible for ordering the main el ection shall order
the runoff el ection.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 2.025. RUNOFF ELECTION DAY. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (d) or as otherw se provided by this code, a runoff
el ection shall be held on a Saturday designated by the secretary of
state.
(b) Repealed by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 799 (H B. 357
), Sec. 3, eff. Septenber 1, 2023.
(c) This section supersedes a |aw outside this subchapter to
the extent of a conflict notw thstandi ng Section 2.022.
(d) A runoff election for a special election to fill a vacancy
in Congress or a special election to fill a vacancy in the
| egi sl ature, except an election ordered as an energency el ection
under Section 41.0011 or an election held as an expedited el ection
under Section 203.013, shall be held not earlier than the 70th day or
|ater than the 77th day after the date the final canvass of the main
el ection is conpl et ed.
(e) A date designated by the secretary of state under this
section for a runoff election:
(1) nust be:
(A) not earlier than the 30th day after the date of the
mai n el ection; and
(B) not later than the 45th day after the date of the
mai n el ection; and
(2) may not:
(A) be a national or state holiday under Section
1.006(f); or
(B) have an early voting period that includes a
national or state holiday under Section 1.006(f).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 60, Sec. 2, eff. Cct. 20, 1987;
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 389, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1318 (S.B. 100), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 4, eff.
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Sept enber 1, 2021.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 799 (H. B. 357), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2028.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 799 (H B. 357), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Sec. 2.026. NOTICE OF RUNOCFF. Notice of a runoff election
shal |l be given in accordance with Chapter 4 except that a notice
under Section 4.003(a)(2) or (b) must be posted not later than the
15t h day before el ection day.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 2.027. CERTIFI CATI ON OF RUNCFF CANDI DATES. The presiding
of ficer of the final canvassing authority shall certify in witing
for placenent on a runoff election ballot the nanmes of the runoff
candi dates and shall deliver the certification to the authority
responsi bl e for having the official ballot prepared.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 2.028. TIE VOTE IN RUNOFF. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (c), if the candidates in a runoff election tie, an
automati c recount shall be conducted in accordance with Chapter 216.
| f the recount does not resolve the tie, the tied candi dates shal
cast lots to determ ne the w nner.

(b) The presiding officer of the final canvassing authority
shal | supervise the casting of lots under this section.

(c) A tying candidate may resolve the tie by filing with the
presiding officer of the final canvassing authority a witten
statenment of w thdrawal signed and sworn to by the candidate. |If the
statenent of wthdrawal is received before the automatic recount is
conducted, the remaining candidate is the winner, and the automatic
recount is not conducted. If the statenent of withdrawal is received
not later than 5 p.m the day after the date the automatic recount is
conducted, the remaining candidate is the winner, and a casting of
lots is not held.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 652, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 5, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

SUBCHAPTER C. ELECTI ON OF UNOPPOSED CANDI DATE

Sec. 2.051. APPLICABILITY OF SUBCHAPTER. (a) Except as
provi ded by Section 2.055, this subchapter applies only to an
el ection for officers of a political subdivision other than a county
in which wite-in votes may be counted only for names appearing on a
list of wite-in candidates and in which each candidate for an office
that is to appear on the ballot is unopposed, except as provi ded by
Subsection (b). For purposes of this section, a special election of
a political subdivision is considered to be a separate election with
a separate ballot from

(1) a general election for officers of the political
subdi vision held at the sanme tinme as the special election; or

(2) another special election of the political subdivision
held at the sane tinme as the special election.

(b) In the case of an election in which any nenbers of the
political subdivision' s governing body are elected fromterritorial
units such as single-nmenber districts, this subchapter applies to the
election in a particular territorial unit if each candidate for an
office that is to appear on the ballot in that territorial unit is
unopposed and no opposed at-large race is to appear on the ballot.
Thi s subchapter applies to an unopposed at-large race in such an
el ection regardl ess of whether an opposed race is to appear on the
ballot in a particular territorial unit.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 667, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1,
1997; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 17, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2002; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1061, Sec. 1; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316,
Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 200S3.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.01, eff.
Septenber 1, 2005.
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Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 6, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 349 (S.B. 1089), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2028.

Sec. 2.052. CERTIFI CATI ON OF UNOPPOSED STATUS. (a) The
authority responsible for having the official ballot prepared shal
certify in witing that a candidate is unopposed for election to an
office if, were the election held, only the votes cast for that
candidate in the election for that office nmay be count ed.

(b) The certification shall be delivered to the governing body
of the political subdivision as soon as possible after the filing
deadl i nes for placenent on the ballot and list of wite-in
candi dat es.

(c) Acertification my be nmade under Subsection (a) follow ng
the filing of a withdrawal request by a candidate after the deadline
prescri bed by Section 145.092 if:

(1) the withdrawal request is valid except for the untinely
filing;

(2) ballots for the election have not been prepared; and

(3) the conditions for certification under Subsection (a)
are otherw se net.

(d) A certification described by Subsection (c) shall be
delivered to the governing body of the political subdivision as soon
as possi bl e.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 667, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.02, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 1032 (H. B. 1661), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2017.

Sec. 2.053. ACTION ON CERTIFICATION. (a) On receipt of the
certification, the governing body of the political subdivision by
order or ordinance shall declare each unopposed candi date elected to
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the office. If no electionis to be held on election day by the
political subdivision, a copy of the order or ordinance shall be
posted on el ection day at each polling place used or that woul d have
been used in the el ection.

(b) If a declaration is nade under Subsection (a), the election
is not held.

(c) The ballots used at a separate election held at the sane
time as an election that woul d have been held if the candi dates were
not decl ared el ected under this section shall include the offices and
nanmes of the candi dates declared el ected under this section |isted
separately after the neasures or contested races in the separate
el ection under the headi ng "Unopposed Candi dates Decl ared El ected. "
The candi dates shall be grouped in the sane relative order prescribed
for the ballot generally. No votes are cast in connection with the
candi dat es.

(d) The secretary of state by rule may prescribe any additional
procedures necessary to accommodate a particular voting system or
ball ot style and to facilitate the efficient and cost-effective
i npl enentation of this section.

(e) Acertificate of election shall be issued to each candi date
in the sanme manner and at the sanme tine as provided for a candi date
el ected at the election. The candidate nmust qualify for the office
in the sane manner as provided for a candidate elected at the
el ecti on.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 667, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amrended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1
2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2009.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 3.01, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 2.055. SPECI AL ELECTION TO FILL VACANCY I N LEG SLATURE
(a) The secretary of state shall declare an unopposed candi date
elected to fill a vacancy in the legislature if:
(1) each candidate for an office that is to appear on the
bal | ot is unopposed; and
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(2) no proposition is to appear on the ballot.
(b) The declaration under Subsection (a) shall be nade on the
second day after:
(1) the last date an application for a place on the speci al
el ection ballot nmay be filed; or
(2) the date of a wthdrawal, death, or final judgnent of
ineligibility of a candidate that causes the remaining candidate to
be unopposed.
(c) After a declaration is made under Subsection (a), the
el ection is not held. A copy of the declaration shall be posted on
el ection day at each polling place that woul d have been used in the
el ecti on.
(d) At the sane tinme a declaration is made under Subsection
(a), the secretary of state shall issue a certificate of election to
each candidate in the sanme manner as provided for a candi date el ected
at the el ection.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 17, Sec. 2, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.03, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 467 (H. B. 184), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.

SUBCHAPTER D. CANCELLATI ON OF ELECTI ONS

Sec. 2.081. CANCELLATION OF MOOT MEASURE. (a) |If an authority
that orders an election on a nmeasure determnes that the action to be
aut horized by the voters nay not be taken, regardl ess of the outcone
of the election, the authority may declare the neasure noot and
remove the nmeasure fromthe ballot.

(b) If a nmeasure is declared noot under this section and is
renoved fromthe ballot, the authority holding the el ection shal
post notice of the declaration during early voting by personal
appearance and on el ection day, at each polling place that would have
been used for the election on the neasure.

(c) A county election officer, as defined by Section 31.091,
may use a single conmbined notice of cancellation under Subsection (b)
for all authorities:

(1) for which the officer provides el ection services under
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contract; and
(2) that declare an el ection noot under Subsection (a).

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 4,
ef f. Septenber 1, 2009.
Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S., Ch. 1107 (H B. 3157), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2015.

Sec. 2.082. SPECI FIC AUTHORI TY FOR CANCELLATI ON REQUI RED.  An
authority that orders an election may cancel the election only if the
power to cancel the election is specifically provided by statute.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 4,
eff. Septenber 1, 2009.

CHAPTER 3. ORDERI NG ELECTI ON
Sec. 3.001. ORDER REQUI RED. Each general and special election
shal|l be ordered as provided by this chapter.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 3.002. CONFLICTS WTH OTHER LAW A law outside this
chapt er supersedes this chapter to the extent of any conflict.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 3.003. ELECTI ON ORDERED BY GOVERNCR. (a) The governor
shal | order
(1) each general election for officers of the state
government, nenbers of the United States Congress, and el ectors for
president and vice-president of the United States;
(2) each election on a proposed constitutional anendnent;
and
(3) each special election to fill a vacancy in the
| egi sl ature or in congress.
(b) The order shall be nmade by procl amation.
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(c) Not later than the 36th day before election day, a copy of
t he procl amation ordering an election shall be mailed to the county
judge of each county wholly or partly in the territory covered by the
el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 3.004. ELECTION OF PCLITICAL SUBDI VISION. (a) The
follow ng authority shall order an el ection:

(1) the county judge, for the general election for officers
of the county governnent;

(2) the mayor, for the general election for city officers
inacity with a population of 1.9 mllion or nore; and

(3) the governing body of a political subdivision, other
than a county or a city described by Subdivision (2), that has
el ective offices, for the general election for those officers.

(b) If alaw providing for an election relating to the affairs
of a political subdivision does not designate the authority
responsi bl e for ordering the election, the governing body of the
political subdivision shall order the el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 340, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 3.005. TIME FOR ORDERI NG ELECTION. (a) Except as
provi ded by Subsections (c) and (d), an election ordered by an
authority of a political subdivision shall be ordered not later than
the 62nd day before el ection day.

(b) This section supersedes a |aw outside this code to the
extent of any conflict.

(c) For an election to be held on a uniformelection date, the
el ection shall be ordered not |later than the 78th day before el ection
day.

(d) Except as provided by Subsection (c), an el ection under
Section 26.08, Tax Code, to ratify a tax rate adopted by the
governi ng body of a school district under Section 26.05(g) of that
code shall be ordered not later than the 30th day before el ection
day.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 925, Sec. 1, eff. Nov. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1109 (H B. 2339), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 1328 (H. B. 3646), Sec. 78, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1318 (S.B. 100), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 84 (S.B. 1703), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch
Sept enber 1, 2021.

711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 7, eff.

Sec. 3.006. CONTENTS OF ELECTION ORDER. In addition to any
other elenments required to be included in an el ection order by other
| aw, each election order nust state the date of the election and the
of fices or neasures to be voted on at the el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 3.007. FAILURE TO OCRDER GENERAL ELECTION. Failure to
order a general election does not affect the validity of the
el ecti on.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 3.008. PRESERVATI ON OF ELECTION CRDER. (a) The authority
ordering an election shall preserve the order, proclamation, or other
docunent ordering the election for the period for preserving the
preci nct el ection records.

(b) For an election ordered by an authority of a political
subdi vi sion, the date and nature of each election shall be entered in
the official records of the political subdivision's governing body.
For an election on a neasure, the entry nust include a description of
t he neasure.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 3.009. CONTENTS OF DEBT OBLI GATI ON ELECTI ON ORDER. (&)
In this section, "debt obligation" neans an issued public security,
as defined by Section 1201. 002, Governnent Code, that is secured by
and payable fromad val oremtaxes. The term does not include public
securities that are designated as self-supporting by the political
subdi vi sion issuing the securities.

(b) The docunent ordering an election to authorize a political
subdi vision to i ssue debt obligations nust distinctly state:

(1) the proposition | anguage that will appear on the
bal | ot;

(2) the purpose for which the debt obligations are to be
aut hori zed;

(3) the principal amount of the debt obligations to be
aut hori zed;

(4) that taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and
interest on the debt obligations nmay be inposed,

(5) a statenment of the estimated tax rate if the debt
obligations are authorized or of the maxinuminterest rate of the
debt obligations or any series of the debt obligations, based on the
mar ket conditions at the tine of the election order;

(6) the maximum maturity date of the debt obligations to be
aut hori zed or that the debt obligations nay be issued to mature over
a specified nunber of years not to exceed the maxi mum nunber of years
aut hori zed by | aw,

(7) the aggregate anount of the outstanding principal of
the political subdivision' s debt obligations as of the date the
el ection is ordered;

(8) the aggregate anmount of the outstanding interest on
debt obligations of the political subdivision as of the date the
el ection is ordered, which may be based on the political
subdi vision's expectations relative to variable rate debt
obl i gations; and

(9) the ad val orem debt service tax rate for the politica
subdivision at the tine the election is ordered, expressed as an
amount per $100 val uation of taxable property.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 554 (S.B. 637), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 26 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/83R/billtext/html/SB00637F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

Amended by:
Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 728 (H.B. 477), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

CHAPTER 4. NOTI CE OF ELECTI ON
Sec. 4.001. NOTICE REQUI RED. Notice of each general and
speci al election shall be given as provided by this chapter.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 4.002. AUTHORI TY RESPONSI BLE FOR G VI NG NOTI CE. Except as
ot herwi se provided by law, the follow ng authority shall give notice
of an el ection:

(1) the county judge of each county wholly or partly in the
territory covered by the election, for an el ection ordered by the
gover nor;

(2) the presiding officer of the governing body of a
political subdivision, for an election ordered by the presiding
of ficer or the governing body; and

(3) the authority ordering the election, for an election
ordered by any other authority.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 4.003. METHOD OF G VING NOTICE. (a) Except as provided
by Subsection (c), notice of an election nust be given by any one or
nore of the foll ow ng nethods:

(1) Dby publishing the notice at |east once, not earlier
than the 30th day or later than the 10th day before el ection day:

(A) in a newspaper published in the territory that is
covered by the election and is in the jurisdiction of the authority
responsi ble for giving the notice; or

(B) in a newspaper of general circulation in the
territory if none is published in the jurisdiction of the authority
responsi bl e for giving the notice;

(2) by posting, not later than the 21st day before el ection
day, a copy of the notice at a public place in each el ection precinct
that is in the jurisdiction of the authority responsible for giving
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the notice; or

(3) by mailing, not later than the 10th day before el ection
day, a copy of the notice to each registered voter of the territory
that is covered by the election and is in the jurisdiction of the
authority responsible for giving the notice.

(b) In addition to any other notice given for an el ection under
Subsection (a), not later than the 21st day before election day, a
county shall post a copy of a notice of the election given by the
county or provided to the county under Section 4.008(a), which nust
i nclude the | ocation of each polling place, on the county's Internet
website, if the county maintains a website. An authority responsible
for giving notice of an election may post a copy of the notice on the
bull etin board used for posting notices of the neetings of the
governi ng body of the political subdivision that the authority
serves. |If a county does not maintain a website, the authority
responsi ble for giving notice of the election shall post a copy of a
notice of the election on the bulletin board used for posting notices
of the nmeetings of the governing body of the political subdivision
that the authority serves. For each precinct that is conbined to
forma consolidated precinct under Section 42.008, not later than the
10t h day before election day, the authority shall also post, at the
polling place used in the preceding general election, notice of the
precinct's consolidation and the | ocation of the polling place in the
consol idated precinct. A notice posted under this subsection nust
remai n posted continuously through el ection day.

(c) In addition to any other notice given, notice of an
el ection ordered by the governor, by a county authority, or by an
authority of a city or school district nust be given by the nethod
prescri bed by Subsection (a)(1).

(d) If other |law prescribes the nmethod of giving notice of an
el ection, that |aw supersedes this section, except that Subsection
(c) applies regardless of the notice requirenents prescribed by other
law with respect to an el ection covered by that subsection.

(e) The authority responsible for giving notice of the el ection
shall deliver to the secretary of state a copy of the notice of a
consol i dated precinct required by Subsection (b) not later than the
date of the el ection.

(f) A debt obligation election order required under Section
3.009 shall be posted:

(1) on election day and during early voting by personal
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appearance, in a promnent |ocation at each polling place;

(2) not later than the 21st day before the election, in
three public places in the boundaries of the political subdivision
hol di ng the el ection; and

(3) during the 21 days before the election, on the
political subdivision's Internet website, prom nently and together
with the notice of the election, the contents of the proposition, and
any sanple ballot prepared for the election, if the political
subdi vi sion mai ntains an Internet website.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 479, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1989, 71st Leg., ch. 114, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 554 (S.B. 637), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 726 (H B. 440), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1052 (H B. 933), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch
Septenber 1, 2021.

711 (H.B. 3107), Sec. 8, eff.

Sec. 4.004. CONTENTS OF NOTICE. (a) The notice of a general
or special election nmust state:
(1) the nature and date of the el ection;
(2) except as provided by Subsection (c), the location of
each polling place;
(3) the hours that the polls will be open;
(4) the Internet website of the authority conducting the
el ection; and
(5) any other information required by other |aw
(b) The notice of a special election nust also state each
office to be filled or the proposition stating each neasure to be
voted on. This subsection does not apply to an election on a
proposed constitutional anendnent.
(c) If notice of an election is given by posting the notice in
the various election precincts, the notice posted in a precinct is
not required to state the location of the polling places in other
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precincts.

(d) If precincts are consolidated under Section 42.008, the
notice nust state which precincts have been conbined to form each
consolidated precinct in addition to the |ocations of the polling
pl aces in the consolidated precincts.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 479, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 5, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 9, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 4.005. RECORD OF NOTICE. (a) |If notice of an election is
gi ven by publication, the authority responsible for giving the notice
shall retain a copy of the published notice that contains the nane of
t he newspaper and the date of publication.

(b) For each notice posted under Section 4.003(a)(2) or (b),

t he person posting the notice shall nmake a record at the tine of
posting stating the date and place of posting. The person shall sign
the record and deliver it to the authority responsible for giving the
el ection notice after the last posting is nmade.

(c) If notice of an election is given under Section
4.003(a)(3), the authority responsible for giving the notice shall:

(1) retain a copy of the notice and enter on the copy the
date or dates the mailing occurred; and

(2) prepare a list of the nanes and addresses of the
persons to whomthe notice was nail ed.

(d) The authority responsible for giving the election notice
shal |l preserve the records required by this section for the period
for preserving the precinct election records.

(e) |If other |law prescribes the nethod of preserving the notice
of an election, that |aw supersedes this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 7.01, eff. Aug. 28, 1989.
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Sec. 4.006. FAILURE TO G VE NOTI CE OF GENERAL ELECTI ON
Failure to give notice of a general election does not affect the
validity of the election.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 4.007. NOTICE TO ELECTION JUDGE. Not |ater than the 15th

day before election day or the seventh day after the date the
el ection is ordered, whichever is later, the authority responsible
for giving notice of the election shall deliver to the presiding
j udge of each election precinct in which the election is to be held
in the authority's jurisdiction a witten notice of:

(1) the nature and date of the el ection;

(2) the location of the polling place for the precinct
served by the judge;

(3) the hours that the polls will be open;

(4) the judge's duty to hold the election in the precinct
specified by the notice; and

(5) the maxi mum nunber of clerks that the judge nmay appoi nt
for the election.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 4.008. NOTICE TO COUNTY CLERK. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (b), the governing body of a political subdivision, other
than a county, that orders an election shall deliver notice of the
el ection, including the |Iocation of each polling place, to the county
clerk and voter registrar of each county in which the politica
subdivision is located not later than the 60th day before el ection
day. The county clerk shall post notice of the election, including
the location of each polling place, on the county's Internet website,
if the county maintains a website, as provided by Section 4.003(b).

(b) The governing body of a school district that orders an
el ection under Section 26.08, Tax Code, to ratify an ad val oremtax
rate adopted by the governing body under Section 26.05(g) of that
code shall deliver notice of the election to the county clerk of each
county in which the school district is |located not later than the
30th day before el ection day.
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Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.05, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 1328 (H. B. 3646), Sec. 79, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1052 (H. B. 933), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

, Ch. 195 (H.B. 3062), Sec. 1, eff.

Sec. 4.009. |INTERNET POSTING. (a) Not later than the 21st day
before election day, a county that holds or provides el ection
services for an election and nmaintains an Internet website shall post
on its public Internet website for an election of public officials or
of a governnental entity authorized by law to i npose a tax
adm ni stered by the county:

(1) the date of the election;

(2) the location of each polling place;

(3) each candidate for an elected office on the ballot; and
(4) each neasure on the ballot.

(b) Not later than the 21st day before election day, a city or
i ndependent school district that holds an el ection and maintains an
I nternet website shall post on the public Internet website for the
city or independent school district, as applicable:

(1) the date of the next election;

(2) the location of each polling place;

(3) each candidate for an elected office on the ballot; and
(4) each neasure on the ballot.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 436 (S.B. 1116), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

TITLE 2. VOTER QUALI FI CATI ONS AND REGQ STRATI ON
CHAPTER 11. QUALI FI CATI ONS AND REQUI REMENTS FOR VOTI NG
Sec. 11.001. ELIGBILITY TO VOTE. (a) Except as otherw se
provided by law, to be eligible to vote in an election in this state,
a person nust:
(1) be a qualified voter as defined by Section 11.002 on
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the day the person offers to vote;

(2) be aresident of the territory covered by the el ection
for the office or nmeasure on which the person desires to vote; and

(3) satisfy all other requirenents for voting prescribed by
| aw for the particul ar election.

(b) For a person who resides on property located in nore than

one territory described by Subsection (a)(2), the person shall choose
in which territory the residence of the person is |ocated.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.06, eff.
Septenber 1, 2005.

Sec. 11.002. QUALIFIED VOTER. (a) In this code, "qualified
voter" means a person who:
(1) is 18 years of age or ol der;
(2) is aUnited States citizen;
(3) has not been determ ned by a final judgnent of a court
exercising probate jurisdiction to be:
(A) totally mentally incapacitated; or
(B) partially nmentally incapacitated wi thout the right
to vote;
(4) has not been finally convicted of a felony or, if so
convi cted, has:
(A) fully discharged the person's sentence, including
any termof incarceration, parole, or supervision, or conpleted a
period of probation ordered by any court; or
(B) been pardoned or otherw se released fromthe
resulting disability to vote;
(5) is aresident of this state; and
(6) is a registered voter.
(b) For purposes of Subsection (a)(4), a person is not
considered to have been finally convicted of an offense for which the
crimnal proceedings are deferred without an adjudication of guilt.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 23, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 16, Sec. 6.01, eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts 1993,
73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 27, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997, 75th
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Leg., ch. 850, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 614 (H B. 417), Sec. 22, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 744 (H B. 1226), Sec. 1, eff.
June 17, 2011.

Sec. 11.003. PLACE FOR VOTI NG  Except as ot herw se provi ded by
this code, a person may vote only in the election precinct in which
t he person resides.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 11.004. VOTING I N PRECI NCT OF FORVMER RESI DENCE. A
regi stered voter who changes residence to another el ection precinct
in the sane county, if otherwise eligible, may vote a full ballot in
the el ection precinct of former residence until the voter's
regi stration beconmes effective in the new precinct if the voter
satisfies the residence requirenments prescribed by Section 63.0011
and submts a statenent of residence in accordance with that section

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 11.005. EFFECT OF VOTE BY VOTER REG STERED I N WRONG
PRECINCT. |If a voter who is erroneously registered in an el ection
precinct in which the voter does not reside is permtted to vote by
an election officer who does not know of the erroneous registration,
the votes for the offices and nmeasures on which the voter would have
been eligible to vote in the voter's precinct of residence are valid
unl ess the voter intentionally gave false information to procure the
erroneous registration.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
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CHAPTER 12. VOTER REQ STRAR
SUBCHAPTER A. VOTER REG STRAR
Sec. 12.001. DESIGNATION OF VOTER REA STRAR.  The county tax
assessor-col lector is the voter registrar for the county unless the
position of county elections admnistrator is created or the county
clerk is designated as the voter registrar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 12.002. ADM NI STRATI ON OF QATHS. The regi strar my
adm nister and certify an oath under the seal of office if the oath
is required in connection with the registrar's responsibilities under
t hi s code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 12.003. FEES PROH BI TED. The registrar may not charge a
fee for performng a function in connection with voter registration
unl ess expressly authorized to do so by | aw.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 12.004. OFFICE HOURS. (a) The registrar shall conduct
voter registration activities at all tines during regular office
hours.

(b) The registrar may keep the office open for voter
registration activities at tines other than regul ar office hours.
The regi strar shall post notice of the irregular days and hours the
office will be open. The notice nmust remain posted continuously at
each entrance to the registrar's office for the period begi nning not
|ater than the third day before the day the office is to be open
during irregular hours and ending after the last tinme specified in
the notice for the office to be open.

(c) The registrar's office shall remain open for voter
registration activities during the hours the polls are required to be
open for voting on the date of any general or primary election in
whi ch a statew de office appears on the ballot or any other election
held in the county on a uniform el ection date.
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(d) If early voting by personal appearance is required to be
conducted for extended hours under Section 85.005(c) or for weekend
hours under Section 85.006(e), the registrar's office shall remain
open for providing voter registration information during the extended
hours or weekend hours that the main early voting polling place is
open for voting.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1(a), eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 12.005. BRANCH OFFICES. The registrar may establish one
or nore branch offices in the county to conduct voter registration
activities for the convenience of persons desiring to register. A
branch office may be tenporary or pernmanent.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 12.006. REGULAR DEPUTY REG STRARS. (a) The registrar may
appoint one or nore deputy registrars to assist in the registration
of voters, subject to Subsection (e).

(b) In this code, "regular deputy registrar"” nmeans a deputy
regi strar appoi nted under this section.

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), a regular deputy
regi strar has the sane authority as the registrar, subject to the
regi strar's supervision.

(d) A regular deputy registrar may not hear or determne a
chal I enge under this title.

(e) To be eligible for appointnent as a regul ar deputy
regi strar under this section, a person nust neet the requirenents to
be a qualified voter under Section 11.002 except that the person is
not required to be a registered voter.

(f) A regular deputy registrar may not assist in the
registration of voters until the deputy registrar has conpl eted
trai ning devel oped under Section 13.047. At the tinme of appointnent,
the voter registrar shall provide information about the tinmes and
pl aces at which training is offered.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 507 (H B. 1570), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1002 (H. B. 2194), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 161 (S.B. 1093), Sec. 22.001(13),
ef f. Septenber 1, 2013.

SUBCHAPTER B. COUNTY CLERK AS VOTER REG STRAR
Sec. 12.031. DESI GNATI ON OF COUNTY CLERK AS VOTER REQ STRAR
The conmm ssioners court by witten order nmay designate the county
clerk as the voter registrar for the county if the county clerk and
county tax assessor-collector agree to the designation.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 12.032. DESIGNATION OCRDER. (a) The order designating the
county clerk as the voter registrar nust state the effective date of
the transfer of voter registration duties and functions to the county
cl erk.

(b) The county clerk shall deliver a certified copy of the
order to the secretary of state not later than the third day after
the date the order is adopted.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 338 (S.B. 893), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Sec. 12.033. APPROPRI ATI ON BY COW SSI ONERS COURT. The anount
initially appropriated by the comm ssioners court for the voter
regi stration activities of the county clerk may not be | ess than the
anount | ast appropriated to the county's voter registrar for the sane
pur pose.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 12.034. RESCI SSION OF DESI GNATI ON ORDER. (a) The
conmi ssioners court by witten order may rescind the order
designating the county clerk as the voter registrar at any tinme after
two years have el apsed fromthe date the order was adopted, to becone
effective on a date stated in the order.

(b) Not later than the third day after the date the rescission
order is adopted, the county clerk shall deliver a certified copy of
the order to the secretary of state.

(c) On the effective date of the rescission, the county tax
assessor-col lector is the voter registrar for the county unless the
position of county elections adm nistrator is created.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 338 (S.B. 893), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

CHAPTER 13. APPLI CATI ON FOR REG STRATION;, | NI TI AL REG STRATI ON
SUBCHAPTER A. ELIG BILITY; MANNER OF APPLYI NG FOR REG STRATI ON
Sec. 13.001. ELIGBILITY FOR REG STRATION. (a) To be eligible
for registration as a voter in this state, a person nust:
(1) be 18 years of age or ol der;
(2) be a United States citizen;
(3) not have been determned by a final judgnent of a court
exerci sing probate jurisdiction to be:
(A) totally nentally incapacitated; or
(B) partially nentally incapacitated w thout the right
to vote;
(4) not have been finally convicted of a felony or, if so
convi cted, nust have:
(A) fully discharged the person's sentence, including
any termof incarceration, parole, or supervision, or conpleted a
period of probation ordered by any court; or
(B) been pardoned or otherw se rel eased fromthe
resulting disability to vote; and
(5) be a resident of the county in which application for
registration is nade.
(b) To be eligible to apply for registration, a person nust, on
the date the registration application is submtted to the registrar,
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be at least 17 years and 10 nont hs of age and satisfy the
requi renents of Subsection (a) except for age.

(c) For purposes of Subsection (a)(4), a person is not
considered to have been finally convicted of an offense for which the
crimnal proceedings are deferred without an adjudication of guilt.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 23, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 16, Sec. 6.02, eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts 1993,
73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 27, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997, 75th
Leg., ch. 850, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 614 (H B. 417), Sec. 23, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 744 (H B. 1226), Sec. 2, eff.
June 17, 2011.

Sec. 13.002. APPLICATION REQU RED. (a) A person desiring to
register to vote nmust submt an application to the registrar of the
county in which the person resides. Except as provided by Subsection
(e), an application nust be submtted by personal delivery, by mail,
or by tel ephonic facsimle nmachine in accordance with Sections
13. 143(d) and (d-2).

(b) A registration application nmust be in witing and signed by
t he appli cant.

(c) A registration application nust include:

(1) the applicant's first nane, mddle nanme, if any, |ast
name, and former name, if any;
(2) the nonth, day, and year of the applicant's birth;
(3) a statenent that the applicant is a United States
citizen;
(4) a statenent that the applicant is a resident of the
county;
(5) a statenent that the applicant has not been determ ned
by a final judgnment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be:
(A) totally mentally incapacitated; or
(B) partially nmentally incapacitated wi thout the right
to vote;
(6) a statenent that the applicant has not been finally
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convicted of a felony or that the applicant is a felon eligible for
regi stration under Section 13.001;

(7) the applicant's residence address or, if the residence
has no address, the address at which the applicant receives mail and
a conci se description of the | ocation of the applicant's residence;

(8 the followi ng information:

(A) the applicant's Texas driver's |icense nunber or
t he nunber of a personal identification card issued by the Departnent
of Public Safety;

(B) if the applicant has not been issued a nunber
descri bed by Paragraph (A), the last four digits of the applicant's
soci al security nunber; or

(C a statenment by the applicant that the applicant has
not been issued a nunber described by Paragraph (A) or (B);

(9) if the application is nmade by an agent, a statenent of
the agent's relationship to the applicant; and

(10) the city and county in which the applicant fornmerly
resi ded.

(c-1) The information required under Subsections (c)(3), (4),
(5), (6), and (8) nust be supplied by the person desiring to register
to vote.

(d) The omi ssion of the applicant's mddle or former nane under
Subsection (c)(1) or the applicant's zip code under Subsection (c)(7)
does not affect the validity of a registration application, and the
regi strar may not reject the application because of that om ssion.

(e) A person who is certified for participation in the address
confidentiality program adm nistered by the attorney general under
Subchapter B, Chapter 58, Code of Crimnal Procedure, is not eligible
for early voting by mail under Section 82.007 unless the person
submts an application under this section by personal delivery. The
secretary of state may adopt rules to inplenent this subsection

(f) Instead of the statenent required by Subsection (c)(5), an
applicant who has been determned to be partially nentally
i ncapacitated wi thout the right to vote by a court and who is
eligible to register because of Section 1.020(b) shall include in the
application a statenent that the person's guardi anshi p has been
nodi fied to include the right to vote or the person's nental capacity
has been conpletely restored, as applicable, by a final judgnent of a
court.

(g) Instead of the statenent required by Subsection (c)(5), an
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appl i cant who has been determned to be totally nentally
incapacitated by a court and who is eligible to register because of
Section 1.020(a) shall include in the application a statenent that
the person's nmental capacity has been conpletely restored by a final
j udgnment of a court.

(h) The subm ssion of a federal postcard application
constitutes an application for registration under this section at the
voting residence address stated on the application. This subsection
does not apply to a person who indicates on the person's federal
postcard application that the person is residing outside the United
States indefinitely. The secretary of state shall prescribe rules to
i npl enment this subsection, including:

(1) rules providing directions to court clerks regarding
the inclusion on jury lists of persons who submt federal postcard
applications; and

(2) rules relating to whether a person who submts a
federal postcard application is to be considered a registered voter
of the applicable authority for the purposes of determ ning the
nunber of signatures required on a petition.

(i) An applicant who w shes to receive an exenption fromthe
requi renents of Section 63.001(b) on the basis of disability nust
submi t:

(1) witten docunentation

(A) fromthe United States Social Security
Adm ni stration evidencing the applicant has been determ ned to have a
disability; or

(B) fromthe United States Departnent of Veterans
Affairs evidencing the applicant has a disability rating of at | east
50 percent; and

(2) a statenent in a formprescribed by the secretary of
state that the applicant does not have a formof identification
accept abl e under Section 63.0101.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts 1987,
70th Leg., ch. 920, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts 1989, 71st

Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 7.02, eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg.,

ch. 916, Sec. 30(c), eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch.
390, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec.
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2, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 1, eff.
Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1,
2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1049 (H. B. 1268), Sec. 1, eff. January
1, 2006.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S.,
15, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S.,
eff. Septenber 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S.,
June 19, 20009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
January 1, 2012,

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S.,
January 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 2.01, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

614 (H. B. 417), Sec. 24, eff.
1295 (S.B. 74), Sec. 4, eff. June
87 (S.B. 1969), Sec. 27.001(11),
91 (H.B. 536), Sec. 1, eff.

632 (H. B. 1448), Sec. 1, eff.

123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 1, eff.

1178 (S.B. 910), Sec. 2, eff.

469 (H. B. 4173), Sec. 2.25, eff.

& 8 & 8 &8 8 & 8 9

711 (H.B. 3107), Sec. 10, eff.

Sec. 13.0021. ADDI TI ONAL REG STRATI ON | NFORMVATI ON FROM CERTAI N
FEDERAL AND STATE JUDGES, FEDERAL OFFI Cl ALS, AND FAM LY MEMBERS. (a)
In this section, "famly nmenber" has the neani ng assigned by Section
31. 006, Fi nance Code.

(b) If the registration applicant is a federal judge, including
a federal bankruptcy judge, a state judge, a marshal of the United
States Marshals Service, a United States attorney, or a famly nenber
of a state judge, a federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy
judge, a marshal of the United States Marshals Service, or a United
States attorney, the registrar of the county shall omt the
applicant's residence address fromthe registration |ist.
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Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 594 (H. B. 41), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2021.

465 (S.B. 281), Sec. 1, eff.
1259 (H B. 559), Sec. 1, eff.
190 (S.B. 42), Sec. 20, eff.
190 (S.B. 42), Sec. 21, eff.

1146 (H B. 2910), Sec. 10, eff.

S 8 8 8 8 87

383 (S.B. 1134), Sec. 1, eff.

Sec. 13.003. APPLICATION BY AGENT. (a) An applicant may
appoint, either orally or in witing, an agent to performone or nore
of the follow ng acts for the applicant:

(1) conplete and sign a registration application;

(2) submt an application;

(3) act on the applicant's behalf in the process of
approving the application, including a challenge of the applicant;

(4) receive a registration certificate in person; and

(5) submt a notice or other applicable docunent for
correcting registration information.

(b) To be eligible for appoi ntnent as an agent, a person nust:

(1) be the applicant's spouse, parent, or child; and
(2) be a qualified voter of the county or have submtted a
regi stration application and be otherwise eligible to vote.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Sec. 13.004. RECORDI NG AND DI SCLOSURE OF CERTAI N | NFORMATI ON BY
REG STRAR. (a) The registrar may not transcribe, copy, or otherw se
record a tel ephone nunber furnished on a registration application.

(b) The registrar may transcribe, copy, or otherwi se record a
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soci al security nunber furnished on a registration application only
in maintaining the accuracy of the registration records.

Text of subsection effective until January 1, 2025
(c) The following information furnished on a registration
application is confidential and does not constitute public
information for purposes of Chapter 552, CGovernnent Code:

(1) a social security nunber;

(2) a Texas driver's |license nunber

(3) a nunmber of a personal identification card issued by
t he Departnent of Public Safety;

(4) the residence address of the applicant, if the
applicant is a federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a
mar shal of the United States Marshals Service, a United States
attorney, or a state judge, a famly nenber of a federal judge,

i ncluding a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the United States
Marshal s Service, a United States attorney, or a state judge, the
spouse of a peace officer as defined by Article 2.12, Code of
Crimnal Procedure, or an individual to whom Section 552. 1175,
Government Code, or Section 521.1211, Transportation Code, applies
and the applicant:

(A) included an affidavit with the registration
application describing the applicant's status under this subdivision,
if the applicant is a federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy
judge, a marshal of the United States Marshals Service, a United
States attorney, or a state judge or a famly nmenber of a federal
judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the United
States Marshals Service, a United States attorney, or a state judge;

(B) provided the registrar with an affidavit descri bing
the applicant's status under this subdivision, if the applicant is a
federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the
United States Marshals Service, a United States attorney, or a state
judge or a famly nenber of a federal judge, including a federal
bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the United States Marshals Service, a
United States attorney, or a state judge; or

(C provided the registrar with a conpleted form
approved by the secretary of state for the purpose of notifying the
regi strar of the applicant's status under this subdivision;

(5) the residence address of the applicant, if the
applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in the
applicant's household is a victimof famly violence as defined by
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Section 71.004, Fam |y Code, who provided the registrar wth:

(A) a copy of a protective order issued under Chapter
85, Famly Code, or a nmmgistrate's order for enmergency protection
i ssued under Article 17.292, Code of Crim nal Procedure; or

(B) other independent docunentary evidence necessary to
show that the applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in
the applicant's household is a victimof fam |y viol ence;

(6) the residence address of the applicant, if the
applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in the
applicant's household is a victimof sexual assault or abuse,
stal king, or trafficking of persons who provided the registrar wth:

(A) a copy of a protective order issued under
Subchapter A or B, Chapter 7B, Code of Crim nal Procedure, or a
magi strate's order for enmergency protection issued under Article
17.292, Code of Crimnal Procedure; or

(B) other independent docunentary evidence necessary to
show that the applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in
the applicant's household is a victimof sexual assault or abuse,
stal king, or trafficking of persons;

(7) the residence address of the applicant, if the
appl i cant:

(A) is a participant in the address confidentiality
program adm ni stered by the attorney general under Subchapter B
Chapter 58, Code of Crimnal Procedure; and

(B) provided the registrar with proof of certification
under Article 58.059, Code of Crimnal Procedure; or

(8) the tel ephone nunber of any applicant submtting
docunent ati on under Subdivision (4), (5), (6), or (7).

Text of subsection effective on January 1, 2025
(c) The following information furnished on a registration
application is confidential and does not constitute public
information for purposes of Chapter 552, CGovernment Code:

(1) a social security nunber;

(2) a Texas driver's |license nunber;

(3) a nunber of a personal identification card issued by
the Departnent of Public Safety;

(4) the residence address of the applicant, if the
applicant is a federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a
mar shal of the United States Marshals Service, a United States
attorney, or a state judge, a famly nenber of a federal judge,
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i ncluding a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the United States
Marshal s Service, a United States attorney, or a state judge, the
spouse of a peace officer as defined by Article 2A 001, Code of

Crim nal Procedure, or an individual to whom Section 552.1175,
Government Code, or Section 521.1211, Transportation Code, applies
and the applicant:

(A) included an affidavit with the registration
application describing the applicant's status under this subdivision,
if the applicant is a federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy
judge, a marshal of the United States Marshals Service, a United
States attorney, or a state judge or a famly nenber of a federal
judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the United
States Marshals Service, a United States attorney, or a state judge;

(B) provided the registrar with an affidavit describing
the applicant's status under this subdivision, if the applicant is a
federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the
United States Marshals Service, a United States attorney, or a state
judge or a famly nenber of a federal judge, including a federal
bankruptcy judge, a narshal of the United States Marshals Service, a
United States attorney, or a state judge; or

(C provided the registrar with a conpleted form
approved by the secretary of state for the purpose of notifying the
regi strar of the applicant's status under this subdivision;

(5) the residence address of the applicant, if the
applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in the
applicant's household is a victimof famly violence as defined by
Section 71.004, Fam |y Code, who provided the registrar wth:

(A) a copy of a protective order issued under Chapter
85, Famly Code, or a mmgistrate's order for enmergency protection
i ssued under Article 17.292, Code of Crimnal Procedure; or

(B) other independent docunentary evidence necessary to
show that the applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in
the applicant's household is a victimof famly viol ence;

(6) the residence address of the applicant, if the
applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in the
applicant's household is a victimof sexual assault or abuse,
stal king, or trafficking of persons who provided the registrar wth:

(A) a copy of a protective order issued under
Subchapter A or B, Chapter 7B, Code of Crimnal Procedure, or a
magi strate's order for enmergency protection issued under Article
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17.292, Code of Crim nal Procedure; or

(B) other independent docunentary evidence necessary to
show that the applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in
the applicant's household is a victimof sexual assault or abuse,
stal king, or trafficking of persons;

(7) the residence address of the applicant, if the
appl i cant:

(A) is a participant in the address confidentiality
program adm ni stered by the attorney general under Subchapter B
Chapter 58, Code of Crimnal Procedure; and

(B) provided the registrar with proof of certification
under Article 58.059, Code of Crimnal Procedure; or

(8) the tel ephone nunber of any applicant submtting
docunent ati on under Subdivision (4), (5), (6), or (7).

(c-1) The registrar shall ensure that the information listed in
Subsection (c) is excluded from disclosure, except that the registrar
shall forward to the county chair of each county executive conmmttee
the informati on necessary to contact applicants who indicate interest
in working as an el ection judge.

(d) The voter registrar or other county official who has access
to the information furnished on a registration application nay not
post the followi ng informati on on a website:

(1) a tel ephone nunber;

(2) a social security nunber;

(3) a driver's |license nunber or a nunber of a personal
identification card;

(4) a date of birth; or

(5) the residence address of a voter who submts
docunent ati on under Subsection (c)(4), (5), (6), or (7) to the voter
regi strar or regarding whomthe registrar has received notification
under Section 15.0215.

(e) Docunentation submtted under Subsection (c)(4), (5), (6),
or (7) shall be retained on file with the voter registration
appl i cation.

(f) In this section, "famly nenber" has the neani ng assigned
by Section 31.006, Finance Code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 606, Sec. 1, 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
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Acts 2005, 79th Leg.
2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg.
2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg.
1, 2006.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg.
Septenber 1, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg.
June 14, 2013.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg.
19, 2017.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg.
June 12, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg.
January 1, 2021

Acts 2019, 86th Leg.
June 7, 20109.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

R S
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Reenact ed and amended by Acts 2021,
1134), Sec. 2, eff. Septenber

Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg.
January 1, 2025.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg.
Septenber 1, 2023.

R S

R S

R S

R S

R S

1

487 (H. B. 345), Sec. 1, eff. June 17,
487 (H. B. 345), Sec. 2, eff. June 17,
1049 (H B. 1268), Sec. 2, eff. January
Ch. 594 (H.B. 41), Sec. eff.
Ch. 465 (S.B. 281), Sec. 2, eff.
Ch. 937 (H B. 1632), Sec. 1, eff.
Ch. 41 (S.B. 256), Sec. eff. My
Ch. 462 (H B. 2015), Sec. 1, eff.
Ch. 713 (H B. 4034), Sec. 1, eff.
Ch. 469 (H.B. 4173), Sec. 2.26, eff.
Ch. 489 (H B. 3100), Sec. 1, eff.
Ch. 1146 (H. B. 2910), Sec. 2, eff.
87th Leg., RS., Ch. 383 (S.B
2021.
Ch. 383 (S.B. 1134), Sec. 3, eff.
Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 11, eff.
Ch. 915 (H B. 3607), Sec. 6.001, eff.
Ch. 765 (H. B. 4504), Sec. 2.045, eff.
Ch. 768 (H. B. 4595), Sec. 7.001, eff.
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Sec. 13.005. UNLAWFULLY ACTING AS AGENT. (a) A person conmts
an offense if the person acts as an agent for an applicant but is not
eligible for appointment as an agent under Section 13.003(b).

(b) An offense under this section is a Cass B m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.006. PURPORTEDLY ACTI NG AS AGENT. (a) A person
commts an offense if the person purports to act as an agent in
applying for registration or in signing a registration application at
a tinme when the person:

(1) is not an agent of the applicant under Section
13.003(a); and

(2) is not eligible for appointnment under Section 13.003(b)
as the agent of the person for whomthe person purports to act.

(b) An offense under this section is a felony of the third
degr ee.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 13.007. FALSE STATEMENT ON APPLI CATION. (a) A person
commits an offense if the person knowi ngly or intentionally:

(1) nakes a false statenent; or

(2) requests, comands, coerces, or attenpts to induce
anot her person to nake a fal se statenent on a registration
appl i cation.

(b) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor,
except that an offense under this section is a state jail felony if
t he person:

(1) directly or through a third party offers or provides
conpensati on or other benefit to a person for activity described by
Subsection (a); or

(2) solicits, receives, or accepts conpensation or other
benefit for an activity described by Subsection (a).

(c) If conduct that constitutes an offense under this section
al so constitutes an of fense under another |aw, the actor may be
prosecuted under this section, the other |law, or both.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 2.02, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 13.008. PERFORMANCE- BASED COMPENSATI ON FOR REGQ STERI NG
VOTERS PROHI BI TED. (a) A person commits an offense if the person:
(1) conpensates anot her person based on the nunber of voter
regi strations that the other person successfully facilitates;
(2) presents another person with a quota of voter
registrations to facilitate as a condition of paynent or enploynent;
(3) engages in another practice that causes anot her
person's conpensation from or enploynent status with the person to be
dependent on the nunber of voter registrations that the other person
facilitates; or
(4) accepts conpensation for an activity described by
Subdivision (1), (2), or (3).
(b) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor.
(c) An officer, director, or other agent of an entity that
commts an offense under this section is punishable for the offense.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1002 (H B. 2194), Sec. 2,
ef f. Septenber 1, 2011

SUBCHAPTER B. VOLUNTEER DEPUTY REG STRARS; HI GH SCHOOL DEPUTY
REQ STRARS
Sec. 13.031. APPO NTMENT; TERM (a) To encourage voter
registration, the registrar shall appoint as deputy registrars
persons who vol unteer to serve
(b) In this code, "volunteer deputy registrar” means a deputy
regi strar appoi nted under this section.
(c) Volunteer deputy registrars serve for terns expiring
Decenber 31 of even-nunbered years.
(d) To be eligible for appoi ntnent as a vol unteer deputy
regi strar, a person nust:
(1) be 18 years of age or ol der
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(2) not have been finally convicted of a felony or, if so
convi cted, nust have:
(A) fully discharged the person's sentence, including
any termof incarceration, parole, or supervision, or conpleted a
period of probation ordered by any court; or
(B) been pardoned or otherw se rel eased fromthe
resulting disability to vote;
(3) neet the requirenents to be a qualified voter under
Section 11.002 except that the person is not required to be a
regi stered voter; and
(4) not have been finally convicted of an of fense under
Section 32.51, Penal Code.

(e) A volunteer deputy registrar appointed under this section
may not receive another person's registration application until the
deputy registrar has conpleted training devel oped under Section
13.047. At the tine of appointnent, the voter registrar shal
provi de informati on about the tinmes and places at which training is
of fered.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2011.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2013.

307 (H. B. 488), Sec. 1, eff.
507 (H B. 1570), Sec. 2, eff.
1002 (H. B. 2194), Sec. 3, eff.

1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 2, eff.

S 8 & 2 ¢

161 (S.B. 1093), Sec. 5.001, eff.

Sec. 13.032. PROH BI TION ON REFUSI NG TO APPO NT. A registrar
may not refuse to appoint as a volunteer deputy registrar:
(1) a person eligible for appoi ntment under Section
13.031(d); or
(2) any person on the basis of sex, race, creed, color, or
nati onal origin or ancestry.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Amended by:
Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 307 (H B. 488), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2009.

Sec. 13.033. CERTIFI CATE OF APPO NTMENT. (a) A person
desiring to serve as a volunteer deputy registrar must request
appoi ntment by the registrar in person or by mail.
(b) If a person is to be appointed, the registrar shall prepare
a certificate of appointnment in duplicate containing:
(1) the date of appointnent;

(2) the statenent: "I, , Voter Registrar for
County, do hereby appoint as a vol unt eer
deputy registrar for County.";

(3) the person's residence address;
(4) the person's voter registration nunber, if any;
(5) a statement that the termof the appointnment expires
Decenber 31 of an even-nunbered year; and
(6) a statenent that the appointnment term nates on the
person's final conviction for an offense for failure to deliver a
regi stration application and nmay term nate on the registrar's
determ nation that the person failed to adequately review a
regi stration application, intentionally destroyed or physically
altered a registration application, or engaged in any other activity
that conflicts with the responsibilities of a volunteer deputy
regi strar under this chapter
(c) The registrar shall sign the certificate and issue the
original to the appointee, who shall sign it on receipt.
(d) A volunteer deputy shall present the certificate as
identification to an applicant for registration, on request, when
receiving the application for delivery to the registrar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.
Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 1003 (H B. 621), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.

Sec. 13.034. ACTIVE APPO NTMENT FILE. (a) The registrar shal
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maintain a file containing the duplicate certificates of appoi ntnent
of the volunteer deputy registrars whose appoi ntnents are effective.
(b) The registrar shall maintain the file in al phabetical order
by deputy name on a countyw de basi s.
(c) Each certificate shall be retained on file during the tine
t he appointnent is effective.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.035. | NACTIVE APPO NTMENT FILE. (a) The registrar
shall maintain a file containing the duplicate certificates of
appoi ntment of the volunteer deputy registrars whose appoi ntnents
have been term nated.

(b) The registrar shall enter the date of and reason for
termnation on each duplicate certificate.

(c) The registrar shall maintain the file in al phabetical order
by deputy nanme on a countyw de basi s.

(d) Each certificate shall be retained on file for tw years
after the date of term nation.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.036. TERM NATI ON OF APPO NTMENT. (a) An appoi nt nent
as a volunteer deputy registrar is termnated on:
(1) the expiration of the volunteer deputy's term of
appoi nt nent; or
(2) the final conviction of the volunteer deputy for an
of fense prescribed by Section 13.008 or 13.043.
(b) The registrar may term nate the appoi ntnent of a vol unteer
deputy registrar on a determ nation by the registrar that the
vol unt eer deputy:
(1) failed to adequately review a registration application
as required by Section 13.039;
(2) intentionally destroyed or physically altered a
regi stration application; or
(3) engaged in any other activity that conflicts with the
responsibilities of a volunteer deputy registrar under this chapter.
(c) Imediately on the termi nation of an appoi ntnent, the
registrar shall deliver witten notice of the termnation to the
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vol unteer deputy, directing the deputy:

(1) to stop activity as a volunteer deputy registrar
i medi ately; and

(2) to deliver the certificate of appointnent, receipt
forms, and registration applications and receipts in the vol unteer
deputy's possession to the registrar not |ater than the second day
after the date the deputy receives the term nation notice.

(d) The registrar shall reject all registration applications
recei ved by a person purporting to act as a vol unteer deputy
registrar after the person's appointnent is term nated.

(e) The registrar may not reappoint a person whose appoi nt nment
as a volunteer deputy registrar is term nated under Subsection

(a)(2).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1002 (H. B. 2194), Sec. 4, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S., Ch. 1003 (H. B. 621), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.

Sec. 13.037. COVPENSATION, BOND. (a) A person may not
recei ve conpensation fromthe county for service as a vol unteer
deputy registrar unl ess conpensation is authorized by the
conmi Ssi oners court.

(b) An unpaid volunteer deputy is not required to give a bond
in connection with the deputy's service.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 13.038. PONERS GENERALLY. A volunteer deputy registrar
may distribute voter registration application forns throughout the
county and receive registration applications submtted to the deputy
i n person.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
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Sec. 13.039. REVIEWOF APPLICATION. (a) On receipt of a
regi stration application, a volunteer deputy registrar shall review
it for conpleteness in the applicant's presence.

(b) If the application does not contain all the required
information and the required signature, the volunteer deputy shal
return the application to the applicant for conpletion and
resubm ssi on

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.040. |SSUANCE OF RECEIPT. (a) On receipt of a
conpl eted registration application, a volunteer deputy registrar
shall prepare a receipt in duplicate on a formfurnished by the
regi strar.

(b) The receipt nust contain:

(1) the nanme of the applicant and, if applicable, the nanme
of the applicant's agent; and

(2) the date the conpleted application is submtted to the
vol unt eer deputy.

(c) The volunteer deputy shall sign the receipt in the
applicant's presence and shall give the original to the applicant.

(d) The volunteer deputy shall deliver the duplicate receipt to
the registrar with the registration application. The registrar shal
retain the receipt on file with the application.

(e) The secretary of state may prescribe a procedure that is an
alternative to the procedure prescribed by this section that wll
ensure the accountability of the registration applications.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.041. EFFECT OF SUBM SSI ON OF APPLI CATION. The date of
submi ssion of a conpleted registration application to a vol unteer
deputy registrar is considered to be the date of subm ssion to the
regi strar for the purpose of determning the effective date of
regi stration only.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 13.042. DELIVERY OF APPLI CATION TO REG@ STRAR. (a) A
vol unteer deputy registrar shall deliver in person, or by persona
delivery through anot her designated vol unteer deputy, to the
regi strar each conpleted voter registration application submtted to
t he deputy, as provided by this section. The secretary of state
shal | prescribe any procedures necessary to ensure the proper and
tinmely delivery of conpleted applications that are not delivered in
person by the vol unteer deputy who receives them

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), an application shal
be delivered to the registrar not later than 5 p.m of the fifth day
after the date the application is submtted to the volunteer deputy
regi strar.

(c) An application submtted after the 34th day before the date
of an election and on or before the |ast day for a person to tinely
submt a registration application for that election as provided by
Section 13.143 shall be delivered not later than 5 p.m of the next
regul ar business day after the date to tinmely submt a registration
application for that election as provided by Section 13.143.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 162 (H B. 2324), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2017.

Sec. 13.043. FAILURE TO DELI VER APPLI CATION. (a) A volunteer
deputy registrar commts an offense if the deputy fails to conply
wi th Section 13.042.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), an offense under this
section is a Cass C m sdeneanor.

(c) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor if
the deputy's failure to conply is intentional

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.044. PURPORTEDLY ACTI NG AS VOLUNTEER DEPUTY REQ STRAR
(a) A person conmts an offense if the person purports to act as a
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vol unteer deputy regi strar when the person does not have an effective
appoi ntment as a vol unteer deputy registrar.
(b) An offense under this section is a Cass C m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.045. ACTIVITY ON GOVERNVENTAL PREM SES. Except as
ot herwi se provided by law, the chief executive of a state agency with
approval of the agency's governing body, if any, the chief executive
of a departnment of a city with approval of the city's governing body,
or a county officer may permt an officer or enployee under the chief
executive's or officer's supervision who is a volunteer deputy
registrar to engage in official registration activities during
wor ki ng hours on the prem ses under the chief executive's or
officer's control

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.046. H GH SCHOOL DEPUTY REG STRARS. (a) Each
principal of a public or private high school or the principal's
desi gnee shall serve as a deputy registrar for the county in which
t he school is |ocated.

(b) In this code, "high school deputy registrar” neans a deputy
regi strar serving under this section.

(c) A high school deputy registrar may distribute registration
application fornms to and receive registration applications submtted
to the deputy in person fromstudents and enpl oyees of the school
only.

(d) At least twi ce each school year, a high school deputy
regi strar shall distribute an officially prescribed registration
application formto each student who is or will be 18 years of age or
ol der during that year, subject to rules prescribed by the secretary
of state.

(e) Each application formdistributed under this section nust
be acconpanied by a notice inform ng the student or enpl oyee that the
application may be submtted in person or by mail to the voter
regi strar of the county in which the applicant resides or in person
to a high school deputy registrar or volunteer deputy registrar for
delivery to the voter registrar of the county in which the applicant
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resides.

(f) Except as provided by this subsection, Sections 13.039,
13. 041, and 13.042 apply to the subm ssion and delivery of
regi stration applications under this section, and for that purpose,
"vol unteer deputy registrar” in those sections includes a high school
deputy registrar. A high school deputy registrar may revi ew an
application for conpl eteness out of the applicant's presence. A
deputy may deliver a group of applications to the registrar by nai
in an envel ope or package, and, for the purpose of determ ning
conpliance with the delivery deadline, an application delivered by
mail is considered to be delivered at the tinme of its receipt by the
registrar.

(g) A high school deputy registrar comrits an offense if the
deputy fails to conply with Section 13.042. An offense under this
subsection is a Cass C m sdeneanor unless the deputy's failure to
conply is intentional, in which case the offense is a Cass A
m sdeneanor.

(h) The secretary of state shall prescribe any additional
procedures necessary to inplenent this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 279, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1997,
75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 13.047. TRAI NI NG STANDARDS FOR DEPUTY REGQ STRARS. (a)
The secretary of state shall
(1) adopt standards of training in election lawrelating to
the registration of voters;
(2) develop materials for a standardized curriculumfor
that training; and
(3) distribute the materials as necessary to each county
voter registrar.
(b) The training standards may include the passage of an
exam nation at the end of a training program

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 507 (H B. 1570), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.
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Sec. 13.048. OPTI ONAL PROCEDURE FOR APPO NTMENT OF VOLUNTEER
DEPUTY REGQ STRAR; PROVI SI ON OF TRAI NIl NG MATERI ALS ON SECRETARY OF
STATE WEBSITE. (a) A county may adopt a nmethod of appointnent for
vol unteer deputy registrars prescribed by the secretary of state or
devel oped by the county and approved by the secretary of state under
this section that provides for the training and exam nation of
potential volunteer deputy registrars.

(b) For the purposes of this section, the secretary of state
shal | :

(1) provide on the secretary of state's website the
training materials prescribed by the secretary of state under Section
13.047 for volunteer deputy registrars; and

(2) prescribe and make avail able on the secretary of
state's website an exam nation based on those material s.

(c) A county that has adopted the nethod under this section:

(1) shall adm nister the required exam nation to a
potential volunteer deputy registrar at any time during the county
voter registrar's regul ar business hours; and

(2) is not required to hold in-person training sessions for
potential volunteer deputy registrars.

(d) At the tinme a person satisfactorily conpletes the
exam nation in conpliance with standards adopted by the secretary of
state, the registrar shall appoint the person as a volunteer deputy
regi strar and advi se the person:

(1) of county-specific procedures for processing voter
regi stration applications, if applicable; and

(2) that the only requirenents for voter registration are
t hose prescribed by state law or by the secretary of state.

Added by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S., Ch. 1269 (S.B. 142), Sec. 1
eff. June 20, 2015.

SUBCHAPTER C. ACTI ON ON APPLI CATI ON BY REQ STRAR
Sec. 13.071. REVIEWOF APPLICATION. (a) The registrar shal
review each submtted application for registration to determ ne
whether it conplies with Section 13.002 and indicates that the
applicant is eligible for registration.
(b) The registrar shall make the determ nation not |ater than
the seventh day after the date the application is submtted to the
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regi strar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.072. ACTION ON APPLI CATION. (a) Unless the registrar
chal I enges the applicant, the registrar shall approve the application
if:

(1) the registrar determ nes that an application conplies
with Section 13.002 and indicates that the applicant is eligible for
regi stration; and

(2) for an applicant who has not included a statenent
descri bed by Section 13.002(c)(8)(C, the registrar verifies with the
secretary of state:

(A) the applicant's Texas driver's |icense nunber or
nunber of a personal identification card issued by the Departnent of
Public Safety; or

(B) the last four digits of the applicant's soci al
security nunber.

(b) After approval of an application by an applicant who was
regi stered in another county at the tinme of application, the
registrar shall deliver witten notice of the applicant's change of
residence to the other county's registrar and include in the notice
the applicant's name, former residence address, and fornmer
regi stration nunber, if known.

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), if the registrar
determ nes that an application does not conply with Section 13.002 or
does not indicate that the applicant is eligible for registration,
the registrar shall reject the application.

(d) If an application clearly indicates that the applicant
resides in another county, the registrar shall forward the
application to the other county's registrar not |later than the second
day after the date the application is received. The date of
subm ssion of a conpleted application to the wong registrar is
considered to be the date of subm ssion to the proper registrar for
pur poses of determning the effective date of the registration.

(e) Repealed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 44, eff.
Sept. 1, 2003.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 415, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
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1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 559, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997,
75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th
Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 5, 44, eff. Sept. 1, 200S.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1105 (H. B. 2280), Sec. 1, eff. January
1, 2006.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 12, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 13.073. NOTICE OF REJECTION. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (b), the registrar shall deliver witten notice of the
reason for the rejection of an application to the applicant not |ater
than the second day after the date of rejection.

(b) If the registrar rejects an application in the applicant's
presence, at that tine the registrar shall orally informthe
applicant of the reason for the rejection. |If the rejection is for
i nconpl eteness, the registrar shall return the application to the
applicant for conpletion and resubm ssion.

(c) If the registrar rejects an application for inconpleteness
but receives a conpleted application not later than the 10th day
after the date the notice is delivered under Subsection (a) or the
date the inconplete application is returned under Subsection (b), as
applicable, the original date of subm ssion of the inconplete
application is considered to be the date of subnmission to the
registrar for the purpose of determning the effective date of
regi stration

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 13.074. CHALLENGE OF APPLICANT. (a) |If after determ ning
that an application conplies wth Section 13.002 and indicates that
the applicant is eligible for registration, the registrar has reason
to believe the applicant is not eligible for registration or the
application was submtted in an unauthorized manner, the registrar
shal | chall enge the applicant.

(b) The registrar shall indicate on the application of a
chal | enged applicant that the applicant's eligibility or the manner
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of subm ssion of the application has been chall enged and the date of
t he chal | enge.

(c) The registrar may not challenge an applicant |later than the
second day after the date the application is determ ned to conply
with Section 13.002 and indicate that the applicant is eligible for
regi stration

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.075. NOTICE OF CHALLENGE TO APPLI CANT. (a) Except as
provi ded by Subsection (c), the registrar shall deliver witten
notice of the challenge to the applicant not |ater than the second
day after the date of the chall enge.

(b) The notice nust include:

(1) the date of the chall enge;

(2) a statenent of the grounds for the challenge; and

(3) a brief explanation of the applicant's right to a
hearing on the challenge and the right to appeal the registrar's
deci si on.

(c) If achallenge is made in the applicant's presence, at that
time the registrar shall orally explain to the applicant the grounds
for the challenge and the applicant's right to a hearing and appeal .

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.076. REQUEST FOR HEARI NG ON CHALLENGE. (a) Except as
provi ded by Subsection (b), to be entitled to a hearing on a
chal l enge, the applicant nust file a witten, signed request for a
hearing with the registrar not later than the 10th day after the date
of the chall enge.

(b) If a challenge is made in the applicant's presence, at that
time the applicant may orally request a hearing.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.077. HEARING ON CHALLENGE. (a) On the tinmely filing
or making of a hearing request, the registrar shall schedule a
hearing on the chall enge.
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(b) The registrar shall conduct the hearing not |ater than the
10th day after the date the request is filed or nade or at a |ater
date on the applicant's request.

(c) The applicant may appear personally at the hearing to offer
evi dence or argunent. The applicant may offer evidence or argunent
by affidavit w thout personally appearing if the applicant submts
the affidavit to the registrar before the hearing begins.

(d)y If achallenge is made in the applicant's presence and the
applicant orally requests a hearing, the hearing nay be conducted at
that time with the applicant's consent.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.078. NOTICE OF HEARING (a) The registrar shal
deliver to a challenged applicant witten notice of the date, hour,
and place set for the hearing on the challenge not later than the
second day after the date the hearing request is filed or nade.

(b) This section does not apply to a hearing conducted under
Section 13.077(d).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.079. DETERM NATI ON OF CHALLENCGE. (a) After hearing
and considering the evidence or argunent, the registrar shal
pronptly determ ne the chall enge and i ssue a decision in witing.

(b) If the registrar determnes that the applicant is eligible
for registration or that the manner of subm ssion of the application
was aut horized, the registrar shall approve the application.

(c) If the registrar determ nes that the applicant is not
eligible for registration or that the manner of subm ssion of the
appl i cation was unaut hori zed, the registrar shall reject the
appl i cation.

(d) The registrar shall retain a copy of the decision on file
with the applicant's registration application and shall deliver a
copy to the applicant.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 13.080. RECORDI NG REJECTION. On rejection of an
applicant's registration application, the registrar shall enter the
date of and reason for the rejection on the application.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

SUBCHAPTER D. APPLI CATI ON FI LES

Sec. 13.101. ACTIVE APPLI CATION FILE. (a) The registrar shal
maintain a file containing the approved registration applications of
the regi stered voters of the county.

(b) The registrar shall maintain the file in al phabetical order
by voter name on a countyw de basis. However, the registrar may
maintain the file in nunerical order by registration nunber if the
registrar regularly maintains a list of registered voters in
al phabetical order by voter nanme on a countyw de basis.

(c) Each application shall be retained on file during the tine
the registration is effective.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.102. I NACTIVE APPLI CATION FILE. (a) The registrar
shall maintain a file containing the rejected applications of
applicants for registration.

(b) The registrar shall maintain a file, separate fromthe file
mai nt ai ned under Subsection (a), containing the applications of the
voters whose regi strati ons have been cancel ed.

(c) The registrar shall maintain each file in al phabeti cal
order by applicant or voter name on a countyw de basis.

(d) Each application shall be retained on file for two years
after the date of rejection or cancellation.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.103. PLACE FOR KEEPI NG FILES; SECURITY. (a) The
regi stration application files maintained under this subchapter shal
be kept in the registrar's office at all tinmes in a place and manner
ensuring their security.

(b) Applications nmay be renoved fromthe registrar's office
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tenporarily, in a manner ensuring their security, for use in
preparing registration certificates, lists of registered voters, and
ot her registration docunents by el ectroni c data-processi ng net hods.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.104. OPTIONAL STORAGE METHOD. (a) Instead of keeping
the original registration applications and supporting docunentation
as required by this title, the registrar may record the applications
and docunentation on an optical disk or other conputer storage nmedi um
approved by the secretary of state.

(b) The storage nmediumnust allow for the creation of a copy of
an application or supporting docunentation.

(c) The secretary of state shall prescribe any procedures
necessary to inplenent this section.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

SUBCHAPTER E. OFFI Cl AL APPLI CATI ON FORMS

Sec. 13.121. OFFICIAL FORM FOR REG STRATION BY MAIL. (a) The
officially prescribed application formfor registration by mail nust
be in the formof a business reply postcard, unless another form or
systemis used under Subsection (b), with postage paid by the state.
The secretary of state shall design the formto enhance the
legibility of its contents.

(b) The secretary of state shall obtain a permt fromthe
United States Postal Service for use of the postage-paid application
formand shall arrange for paynent of the postal charges with
warrants issued by the conptroller of public accounts. The secretary
may use any other formor system nmade available by the United States
Postal Service if the formor systemis |less costly than the business
reply system

(c) The secretary of state shall have the official application
forms for registration by mail printed and shall furnish the forns
Wi thout charge to each registrar in a quantity the secretary
determ nes sufficient for the proper conduct of voter registration.

(d) The secretary of state shall prescribe the procedures
necessary to inplenent this section.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 2, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 13.122. ADDI TI ONAL ELEMENTS ON OFFICTAL FORM (a) In
addition to the other statenents and spaces for entering information
that appear on an officially prescribed registration application
form each official formmust include:

(1) the statenent: "I understand that giving fal se
information to procure a voter registration is perjury and a crine
under state and federal law";

(2) a space for the applicant's registration nunber;

(3) a space for the applicant's Texas driver's license
nunber or nunber of a personal identification card issued by the
Department of Public Safety;

(4) a space for the applicant's tel ephone nunber;

(5) a space for the applicant's social security nunber;

(6) a space for the applicant's sex;

(7) a statement indicating that the furnishing of the
applicant's tel ephone nunber and sex is optional;

(8) a space or box for indicating whether the applicant or
voter is submtting new registration informati on or a change in
current registration information;

(9) a statenment instructing a voter who is using the form
to make a change in current registration information to enter the
voter's nanme and the changed information in the appropriate spaces on
the form

(10) a statement that if the applicant declines to register
to vote, that fact will remain confidential and will be used only for
voter registration purposes;

(11) a statement that if the applicant does register to
vote, information regarding the agency or office to which the
application is submtted will remain confidential and will be used
only for voter registration purposes;

(12) a space or box for indicating whether the applicant is
interested in working as an el ection judge;

(13) a statement warning that a conviction for making a
false statement may result in inprisonnment for up to the maxi num
anount of tinme provided by law, a fine of up to the maxi num anount
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provi ded by law, or both the inprisonnment and the fine; and

(14) any other voter registration information required by
federal |aw or considered appropriate and required by the secretary
of state.

(b) The term "residence address” may not be nodified on an
official registration application formby terns other than those
conprising the specific elenents of a residence address.

(c) If it becomes perm ssible under federal law to require an
applicant for registration who has a social security nunber to
furnish the nunber, the secretary of state nay inplenent that
requirenent.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 16, Sec. 6.03, eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 442, Sec. 7, eff. Jan. 1, 1992; Acts 1991, 72nd
Leg., ch. 559, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
631, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec.
30(b), eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 6,
eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 3, eff.
Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 3, eff. Jan. 1,
2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1049 (H B. 1268), Sec. 3, eff. January
1, 2006.

SUBCHAPTER F. | NI TI AL REA STRATI ON
Sec. 13.141. REG STRATION NUMBER.  The secretary of state shal
prescri be a uni form system for assigning voter registration nunbers.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1105 (H B. 2280), Sec. 2, eff. January
1, 2006.

Sec. 13.142. |INTIAL REGQ STRATI ON CERTI FI CATE. (a) After
approval of a registration application, the registrar shall:
(1) prepare a voter registration certificate and issue the
original certificate to the applicant; and
(2) enter the applicant's county el ection precinct nunber
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and registration nunber on the applicant's registration application.
(b) In this code, "initial certificate" neans a registration
certificate issued under this section
(c) Aninitial certificate takes effect on the effective date
of the registration and expires the follow ng January 1 of an even-
nunber ed year.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 53, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 13, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 13.143. EFFECTI VE DATE OF REQ STRATI ON, PERI GD OF
EFFECTI VENESS. (a) Except as provided by Subsections (b) and (e),
if an applicant's registration application is approved, the
regi stration becones effective on the 30th day after the date the
application is submtted to the registrar or on the date the
appl i cant becones 18 years of age, whichever is |later.

(b) Aregistration is effective for purposes of early voting if
it will be effective on el ection day.

(c) Aregistration is effective until cancel ed under this code.

(d) For purposes of determning the effective date of a
regi stration, an application submtted by:

(1) mail is considered to be submtted to the registrar on
the date it is placed with postage prepaid and properly addressed in
the United States mail; or

(2) telephonic facsimle machine is considered to be
submtted to the registrar on the date the transm ssion is received
by the registrar, subject to Subsection (d-2).

(d-1) The date indicated by the post office cancellation mark
is considered to be the date the application was placed in the nai
unl ess proven ot herw se.

(d-2) For a registration application submtted by tel ephonic
facsimle machine to be effective, a copy of the original
registration application containing the voter's original signhature
nmust be submtted by personal delivery or mail and be received by the
registrar not later than the fourth business day after the
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transm ssion by tel ephonic facsimle machine is received.

(e) If the 30th day before the date of an election is a
Sat urday, Sunday, or |legal state or national holiday, an application
is considered to be tinely if it is submtted to the registrar on or
before the next regul ar busi ness day.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 416, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.31; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554,
Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 6,
eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 4, eff.
Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1,
1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 1178 (S.B. 910), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 14, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 13.144. DELIVERY OF | NI TI AL CERTI FI CATE TO VOTER  (a)
Not later than the 30th day after the date the registrar receives the
application, the registrar shall deliver the original of an initial
certificate:

(1) in person to the applicant or the applicant's agent
appoi nted under Section 13.003; or
(2) by mail to the applicant.

(b) If delivery is by mail, the registrar shall send the
certificate to the mailing address on the applicant's registration
appl i cation.

(c) Repealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 844, Sec. 4,
ef f. Septenber 1, 2007.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 844 (H B. 1044), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 844 (H B. 1044), Sec. 4, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.
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Sec. 13.145. UNLAWFUL DELI VERY OF CERTI FI CATE. (a) A voter
registrar commts an offense if the registrar knowi ngly delivers a
registration certificate to a person other than the applicant or the
applicant's agent appoi nted under Section 13.003.

(b) An offense under this section is a felony of the third
degr ee.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.146. CONFI RVATI ON NOTI CE ON RETURN OF | NI TI AL
CERTIFICATE. (a) If aninitial certificate delivered to the
applicant by mail is returned to the registrar undelivered, the
regi strar shall pronptly deliver to the applicant a confirmation
notice in accordance with Section 15.051.

(b) If the applicant fails to submt a response to the
registrar in accordance with Section 15.053, the registrar shal
enter the applicant's nanme on the suspense |ist.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 5.01, eff. Sept. 1
1999.

CHAPTER 14. RENEWAL OF REAQ STRATI ON
SUBCHAPTER A. | SSUANCE OF RENEWAL CERTI FI CATE

Sec. 14.001. RENEWAL REG STRATI ON CERTI FI CATE. (a) On or
after Novenber 15 but before Decenber 6 of each odd-nunbered year,
the registrar shall issue a voter registration certificate to each
voter in the county whose registration is effective on the preceding
Novenber 14 and whose nane does not appear on the suspense |ist.

(b) In this code, "renewal certificate" neans a registration
certificate issued under this section

(c) A renewal certificate is valid for two years begi nning on
January 1 following its issuance.

(d) At the tine the registrar issues an initial certificate for
a voter whose registration will be effective after Novenber 14 of an
odd- nunbered year and before January 1 of the follow ng year, the
regi strar shall also issue the voter a renewal certificate.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
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Acts 1986, 69th Leg., 3rd C S., ch. 14, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1987;
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 54, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1995,
74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 14.002. DELIVERY OF RENEWAL CERTI FI CATE TO VOTER. (&)
Except as provided by Subsection (d), the registrar shall deliver a
voter's renewal certificate by mail to the mailing address on the
voter's registration application.

(b) The certificate, if mailed w thout an envel ope, or the
envel ope containing the certificate nust contain an instruction to
the postal authorities not to forward it to any other address and to
return it to the registrar if the addressee is no |onger at the
address to which the certificate was mail ed.

(c) The registrar may not mail the certificate in the sane
envel ope with a tax statenent.

(d) The registrar shall deliver a renewal certificate issued
under Section 14.001(d) with the voter's initial certificate.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

SUBCHAPTER B. RETURN OF RENEWAL CERTI FI CATE
Sec. 14.021. DI SPCSI TI ON OF RETURNED RENEWAL CERTI FI CATE. On
the return to the registrar of an undelivered renewal certificate
that was mailed to a voter, the registrar shall file the certificate
with the voter's registration application and, not |ater than January
2 following the mailing of certificates, enter the voter's nane on
t he suspense |ist.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Renunbered
fromEl ection Code Sec. 14.022 and anended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg.,
ch. 797, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 14.022. ERRONEOUS RETURN OF RENEWAL CERTI FI CATE. If the
regi strar determnes that a voter's renewal certificate was returned
undel i vered sol ely because of postal service error, address
reclassification, or the registrar's clerical error, the registrar
shall delete the voter's nane fromthe suspense list, nmake any ot her
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appropriate corrections in the registration records, and deliver the
certificate to the voter

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Renunbered
from El ection Code Sec. 14.023 and anended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg.,
ch. 797, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 14.023. CONFI RVATI ON NOTI CE AFTER RETURN OF RENEWAL
CERTI FI CATE. (a) After January 1 but not later than March 1 of each
even- nunbered year, the registrar shall deliver a confirmation notice
in accordance with Section 15.051 to each voter whose nane appears on
t he suspense list under this subchapter

(b) If the voter fails to submt a response to the registrar in
accordance with Section 15.053, the voter's nane remains on the
suspense |ist.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 5.02, eff. Sept. 1,
1999.

CHAPTER 15. GENERAL ADM NI STRATI ON OF REGQ STRATI ON
SUBCHAPTER A. FORM AND CONTENTS OF REG STRATI ON CERTI FI CATE;
REPLACEMENT OF CERTI FI CATE
Sec. 15.001. REQUI RED CONTENTS. (a) Each voter registration
certificate issued nust contain:

(1) the voter's name in the formindicated by the voter,
subject to applicable requirenents prescribed by Section 13.002 and
by rule of the secretary of state;

(2) the voter's residence address or, if the residence has
no address, the address at which the voter receives nmail and a
conci se description of the |ocation of the voter's residence;

(3) the year of the voter's birth

(4) the nunber of the county election precinct in which the
vot er resides;

(5) the voter's effective date of registration if an
initial certificate;

(6) the voter's registration nunber;

(7) an indication of the period for which the certificate
IS issued;

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 72 -



ELECTI ON CODE

(8) a statenent explaining the circunstances under which
the voter will receive a new certificate;

(9) a space for stanping the voter's political party
affiliation;

(10) a statenent that voting with the certificate by a
person other than the person in whose nane the certificate is issued
is a fel ony;

(11) a space for the voter's signature;

(12) a statenment that the voter nmust sign the certificate
personally, if able to sign, imedi ately on receipt;

(13) a space for the voter to correct the informati on on
the certificate followed by a signature |ine;

(14) the statenment: "If any information on this certificate
changes or is incorrect, correct the information in the space
provi ded, sign below, and return this certificate to the voter
registrar.";

(15) the registrar's mailing address and tel ephone nunber;
and

(16) the jurisdictional or distinguishing nunber for the
following territorial units in which the voter resides, as determ ned
by the voter registrar:

(A) congressional district;

(B) state senatorial district;

(C) state representative district;

(D) conm ssioners precinct;

(E) justice precinct;

(F) ~city election precinct; and

(G school district election precinct.

(b) A certificate may not contain:

(1) the voter's tel ephone nunber;

(2) the voter's social security nunber; or

(3) except as provided by Section 15.002, any ot her
i nformati on not specified by Subsection (a).

(c) Acertificate issued to a voter who neets the certification
requi renents of Section 13.002(i) nust contain an indication that the
voter is exenpt fromthe requirement to present identification other
than the registration certificate before being accepted for voting.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
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1995, 74th Leg., ch. 390, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1995,
74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Amended by:
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 532 (S.B. 932), Sec. 1, eff. June
16, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 2, eff.
January 1, 2012.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 15, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 15.002. OPTIONAL CONTENTS. (a) A voter registration
certificate nmay contain an explanation of the voter's rights or
duties under this code, including:

(1) the procedure by which the voter will receive a renewal
certificate;

(2) the necessity of notifying the registrar if the voter
changes resi dence;

(3) the necessity of applying for a new registration if the
vot er changes residence to anot her county;

(4) the period during which the voter may vote a limted
bal |l ot after changi ng residence to another county;

(5) the procedure for voting without a certificate; and

(6) the procedure for obtaining a replacenent for a | ost or
destroyed certificate.

(b) An explanation authorized by Subsection (a) nay appear on a
separate sheet acconpanying the certificate when it is delivered.

(c) In addition to the territorial units required to be |isted
on a voter registration certificate under Section 15.001(a)(16), a
certificate may contain up to seven jurisdictional or distinguishing
nunbers for any other territorial units in which the voter resides.

(d) A voter registration certificate nay contain the voter's
sex.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Amended by:
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 532 (S.B. 932), Sec. 2, eff. June
16, 2007.
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Sec. 15.003. SI GNI NG CERTI FI CATE BY VOTER. (a) On receipt of
a voter registration certificate issued under this title, the person
to whomthe certificate is issued nust personally sign it in the
appropri ate space.

(b) This section does not apply to a person who cannot sign the
certificate because of a physical disability or illiteracy.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 15.004. REPLACEMENT CERTI FI CATE. (a) A voter whose
registration certificate is |lost or destroyed may obtain a
repl acenent certificate by:

(1) delivering a witten or electronic notice of the |oss
or destruction to the registrar; or
(2) telephoning the registrar to request a repl acenent.

(b) A replacenent certificate requested el ectronically under
Subsection (a)(1) or by tel ephone under Subsection (a)(2) nmay be sent
only to the mailing address on the voter's registration records.

(c) Subject to Subsection (b), not later than the 30th day
after the date the registrar receives the notice or request, the
registrar shall deliver to the voter a replacenent certificate
cont ai ni ng:

(1) the registration nunber and other information on the
| ost or destroyed certificate; and
(2) a notation that the certificate is a replacenent.

(d) The registrar shall retain a witten or electronic notice
subm tted under Subsection (a)(1l) on file with the voter's
regi stration application. If the voter requests a replacenent
registration certificate by tel ephone under Subsection (a)(2), the
registrar shall nake a witten record of the request and keep the
record on file with the voter's registration application.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 844 (H B. 1044), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 349 (H B. 2263), Sec. 1, eff.
June 14, 2013.
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Sec. 15.005. NOTICE OF | DENTI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENTS. (a) The
voter registrar of each county shall provide notice of the
identification requirenments for voting prescribed by Chapter 63 and a
detail ed description of those requirenments with each voter
registration certificate issued under Section 13.142 or renewal
regi stration certificate issued under Section 14.001.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe the wording of the
notice to be included on the certificate under this section.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

SUBCHAPTER B. CORRECTI ON OF REG STRATI ON | NFORMATI ON

Sec. 15.021. NOTICE OF CHANGE | N REGQ STRATI ON | NFORMVATI ON BY
VOTER. (a) |If a voter discovers incorrect information on the
voter's registration certificate or if any of the information becones
i ncorrect because of a change in circunstances, the voter shal
pronptly submt to the registrar a witten, signed notice of the
incorrect information and the correspondi ng correction.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (d), the voter shall use
the registration certificate or a registration application form as
the notice, indicating the correct information in the appropriate
space on the certificate or application formunless the voter does
not have possession of the certificate or an application format the
time of giving the notice.

(c) The registrar shall retain the notice on file with the
voter's registration application. |If the correction is a change of
the voter's nane, the registrar shall file the application under the
new narne.

(d) A voter may correct information under this section by
digital transm ssion of the informati on under a program adm ni stered
by the secretary of state and the Departnent of Information
Resour ces.

(d-1) If the notice indicates that a voter no longer resides in
the county in which the voter is registered, the registrar shal
forward the notice and the voter's application for registration to
the registrar of the county in which the voter resides. The
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registrars shall coordinate to ensure that the voter's existing
registration is canceled imediately after the voter is registered in
the county in which the voter resides in accordance with Subsection
(d-2).

(d-2) A registrar who receives a voter's notice and application
from anot her registrar under Subsection (d-1) shall treat it as an
original application for registration under Section 13.002, and shal
register the voter if the voter resides in the county and is
ot herwi se eligible under Section 13.001.

(e) The secretary of state shall adopt rules to:

(1) approve technol ogies for submtting changes of
registration information by digital transm ssion under this section;
and

(2) prescribe additional procedures as necessary to
i npl enent a systemfor the digital transm ssion of changes in
regi stration information.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 5.03, eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2001,
77th Leg., ch. 1178, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1105 (H B. 2280), Sec. 3, eff. January
1, 2006.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 2.03, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021.

Sec. 15.0215. OM SSI ON OF ADDRESS FOR FEDERAL OR STATE JUDGE
FEDERAL OFFI CI AL, AND FAMLY MEMBER. (a) In this section, "famly
menber" has the neani ng assigned by Section 31.006, Finance Code.

(b) On receiving notice fromthe O fice of Court Adm nistration
of the Texas Judicial Systemof the person's qualification for office
as a federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal
of the United States Marshals Service, a United States attorney, or a
state judge and of the nanes of the judge's or federal official's
famly nmenbers, if applicable, the registrar of the county in which
t he judge resides shall

(1) omt fromthe registration list the residence address
of the judge or official and any famly nenbers of the judge or
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official; and
(2) prepare a nenorandum of the notice, indicating the

substance and date of the notification, and retain the nmenorandum on
file with the application.

(c) Aregistered district voter who wishes to verify that an
el ect ed judge whose personal identifying information is confidenti al
under Section 552.1175, Governnment Code, resides in the district may
request in witing that the registrar certify the judge lives in the
district. The registrar shall exercise due diligence in determning
t he resi dence of the judge and respond to the voter in witing not
| ater than the 10th business day after the date the request is
recei ved on whether the judge resides in the district. The registrar
may not rel ease the address of the judge. The registrar is not
required to certify the residence of the sanme judge nore than once in
a cal endar year, but nust provide copies of the certification to
subsequent requestors.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 594 (H B. 41), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2009.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2021.

465 (S.B. 281), Sec. 3, eff.
190 (S.B. 42), Sec. 22, eff.
1146 (H B. 2910), Sec. 3, eff.
1146 (H B. 2910), Sec. 10, eff.

383 (S.B. 1134), Sec. 4, eff.

S 8 8 8 8 87

383 (S.B. 1134), Sec. 5, eff.

Sec. 15.022. CORRECTI ON OF REG STRATI ON RECORDS. (a) The
regi strar shall nmake the appropriate corrections in the registration
records, including, if necessary, deleting a voter's nane fromthe
suspense |ist:

(1) after receipt of a notice of a change in registration
i nformati on under Section 15.021;
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(2) after receipt of a voter's reply to a notice of
i nvestigation given under Section 16.033;

(3) after receipt of any affidavits executed under Section
63. 006, follow ng an el ection;

(4) after receipt of a voter's statenent of residence
execut ed under Section 63.0011

(5) before the effective date of the abolishnment of a
county el ection precinct or a change in its boundary;

(6) after receipt of United States Postal Service
information indicating an address reclassification;

(7) after receipt of a voter's response under Section
15. 053;

(8) after receipt of a registration application or change
of address under Chapter 20; or

(9) after notification of a data entry error of which the
voter registrar is made aware under Section 63.0051.

(b) At least nonthly, the registrar shall request fromthe
United States Postal Service any available information indicating
address reclassifications affecting the registered voters of the
county.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 12(b), eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1995,
74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 4, eff.
January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1002 (H. B. 2194), Sec. 7, eff.
January 1, 2012.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 161 (S.B. 1093), Sec. 5.002, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2013.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch

Septenber 1, 2021.

711 (H.B. 3107), Sec. 16, eff.

Sec. 15.023. TIME FOR CERTAI N DELETI ONS FROM SUSPENSE LI ST. |If
the nane of a voter on the list of registered voters appears on the
suspense list, the voter's nane shall be deleted fromthe list on the
date the voter provides:
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(1) a conpleted application to register to vote in
accordance with Section 13.002; or
(2) a correction of information under Section 15.021(d).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 17, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 15.024. CORRECTED REQ STRATI ON CERTI FI CATE. (a) Except
as provided by Subsection (b), after correcting the registration
records with respect to a voter, if necessary, the registrar shal
issue the voter a registration certificate containing the appropriate
corrections and deliver it to the voter not |ater than the 30th day
after the date the registrar receives notice of a correction.

(b) A corrected certificate is not required for a correction to
the registration records under Section 15.022(a)(5).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 844 (H B. 1044), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Sec. 15.025. EFFECTI VE DATE OF CERTAI N CHANGES | N REG STRATI ON
| NFORMATI ON. (a) Except as provided by Subsections (b) and (d), the
regi stration of a voter described by this subsection whose
information is changed on the registration records becones effective
as to the change on the 30th day after:

(1) the date the voter submts to the registrar a notice of
a change in registration information under Section 15.021 or a
response under Section 15.053, indicating the change; or

(2) the date the voter submts a statenent of residence to
an election officer under Section 63.0011 or a registration
application or change of address to an agency enpl oyee under Chapter
20, indicating the change.

(b) A change in registration informati on covered by this
section is effective for purposes of early voting if it will be
effective on el ection day.
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(c) For purposes of determning the effective date of a change
in registration informati on covered by this section, a document

submtted by mail is considered to be submtted to the registrar on
the date it is placed with postage prepaid and properly addressed in
the United States nmail. The date indicated by the post office

cancellation mark is considered to be the date the docunment was
pl aced in the mail unless proven otherw se.

(d) If the 30th day before the date of an election is a
Sat urday, Sunday, or legal state or national holiday, the docunent is
considered to be tinely if it is submtted to the registrar on or
before the next regul ar busi ness day.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 14, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 15.027. NOTICE TO VOTER OF PRECI NCT BOUNDARY CHANGE. (a)
Before the effective date of the abolishnent of a county election
precinct or a change in its boundary, the registrar shall deliver
witten notice of that action to each affected registered voter.

(b) If the voter is not issued a corrected registration
certificate, the notice shall informthe voter of the new precinct
nunber and direct the voter to correct the precinct nunber on the
voter's registration certificate and to retain the certificate for
conti nued use.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 15.028. NOTI CE OF UNLAWFUL VOTI NG OR REG STRATI ON. | f
the registrar determ nes that a person who is not eligible to vote
regi stered to vote or voted in an election, the registrar shall,

Wi thin 72 hours not including weekends after making the

determ nation, execute and deliver to the attorney general, the
secretary of state, and the county or district attorney having
jurisdiction in the territory covered by the election an affidavit
stating the rel evant facts.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 2.04, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

SUBCHAPTER C. CONFI RVATI ON OF RESI DENCE

Sec. 15.051. CONFIRMATION NOTICE. (a) |If the registrar has
reason to believe that a voter's current residence is different from
that indicated on the registration records, or that the voter's
resi dence address is a commercial post office box or simlar |ocation
that does not correspond to a residence, the registrar shall deliver
to the voter a witten confirmation notice requesting confirmation of
the voter's current residence.

(b) The registrar shall include an official confirmation notice
response formw th each confirmation notice delivered to a voter

(c) The confirmation notice shall be delivered by forwardable
mail to the voter's |ast known address.

(d) The registrar shall maintain with the voter's record an
indication that a confirmation notice was sent to the voter.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 18, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 869 (S.B. 1111), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 15.052. OFFI Cl AL CONFI RVATI ON NOTI CE AND CONFI RVATI ON
NOTI CE RESPONSE FORMS. (a) The officially prescribed formfor a
confirmation notice nust include:

(1) a statenent that, if the voter fails to submt to the
registrar a witten, signed response confirmng the voter's current
resi dence on or before the 30th day after the date the confirmation
notice is mail ed:

(A) the voter is subject to subm ssion of a statenent
of residence before the voter may be accepted for voting in an
el ection held after that deadline; or

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 82 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/872/billtext/html/SB00001F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/87R/billtext/html/HB03107F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/87R/billtext/html/SB01111F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

(B) for a notice delivered under Section 14.023, the
voter will remain subject to subm ssion of a statenent of residence
before the voter may be accepted for voting in an el ection;

(2) a warning that the voter's registration is subject to
cancellation if the voter fails to confirmthe voter's current
resi dence either by notifying the registrar in witing or voting on a
stat enent of residence before Novenber 30 follow ng the second
general election for state and county officers that occurs after the
date the confirmation notice is mailed; and

(3) a statenent that the voter nust include all of the
required information on the official confirmation notice response
form

(b) The official confirmation notice response form rnust:

(1) provide spaces for the voter to include all of the
information that a person nust include in an application to register
to vote under Section 13.002;

(2) describe the requirenents of Section 15.054, provide a
space for the voter to indicate if the voter is exenpt fromthose
requi renents, and provide a space to indicate the reason for an
exenption, if any;

(3) provide the definition of residence under Section
1.015; and

(4) be postage prepaid and preaddressed for delivery to the
registrar.

(c) The registrar may prescribe a different design fromthat
prescri bed by the secretary of state for an official form if
approved by the secretary.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 5.04, eff. Sept. 1,
1999.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 927 (H. B. 3069), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2009.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 869 (S.B. 1111), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 15.053. RESPONSE TO CONFI RVMATI ON NOTICE. (a) The voter
shall submt to the registrar a witten, signed response to the
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notice that confirns the voter's current residence. The response
nmust cont ai n:

(1) all of the information that a person nust include in an
application to register to vote under Section 13.002;

(2) a sworn affirmation of the voter's current residence as
defined by Section 1.015; and

(3) if the voter's residence address is a comrercial post
of fice box or simlar |ocation that does not correspond to a
resi dence, evidence of the voter's residence address as required by
Section 15.054 or an indication that the voter is exenpt fromthose
requirenments.

(b) The voter shall use an official confirmation notice
response formfor the response unless the voter does not have
possession of the official format the tinme of making the response.

(c) The registrar shall act on the response in accordance with
Section 13.072 and retain the response on file with the voter's
regi stration application.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 5.05, eff. Sept. 1
1999.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 927 (H B. 3069), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 19, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 869 (S.B. 1111), Sec. 4, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 15.054. DOCUMENTATI ON OF RESI DENCE FOR PURPOSES OF
CONFI RVATI ON NOTI CE RESPONSE. (a) For purposes of Section 15.053, a
voter's residence may be docunented by providing a photocopy of the
first docunent, beginning with Subdivision (1) and continuing through
Subdi vision (6), inthe followng list that corresponds to the
voter's residence under Section 1.015:

(1) adriver's license issued to the voter by the
Department of Public Safety that has not expired or, if the voter has
notified the departnment of a change of address under Section 521. 054,
Transportation Code, an affidavit fromthe voter stating the new
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address contained in the notification;

(2) a personal identification card issued to the voter by
the Departnent of Public Safety that has not expired or, if the voter
has notified the departnent of a change of address under Section
521. 054, Transportation Code, an affidavit fromthe voter stating the
new address contained in the notification;

(3) alicense to carry a conceal ed handgun issued to the
voter by the Departnent of Public Safety that has not expired or, if
the voter has notified the departnent of a change of address under
Section 411.181, CGovernnent Code, an affidavit fromthe voter stating
t he new address contained in the notification;

(4) an appraisal district docunent show ng the address the
voter clains as a homestead in this state;

(5) awutility bill addressed to the voter's residence
address; or

(6) an official tax docunent or Texas Departnment of Mot or
Vehi cl es docunent showi ng the registration address of a vehicle the
voter owns.

(b) A voter whose residence in this state has no address may
docunent residence under this section by executing an affidavit
stating that the voter's residence in this state has no address,
provi ding a conci se description of the |ocation of the voter's
resi dence, and delivering the affidavit to the registrar with the
voter's response to the confirmation notice.

(c) The address described by Subsection (a)(4) may not be a
commerci al post office box or simlar |ocation that does not
correspond to a residence.

(d) This section does not apply to:

(1) a voter who is a nenber of the armed forces of the
United States or the spouse or a dependent of a nenber;

(2) a voter enrolled as a full-time student who |lives on
canpus at an institution of higher education;

(3) a voter whose address is confidential under Subchapter
C, Chapter 56, Code of Crimnal Procedure;

(4) a federal judge, state judge, or spouse of a federal or
state judge whose driver's license includes the street address of a
court house under Section 521.121, Transportation Code; or

(5) a peace officer whose driver's license omts the
officer's actual residence address under Section 521.1211
Transportation Code.
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(e) Subsection (a)(1l) does not apply to a voter who holds a
commercial driver's |license under Subchapter C, Chapter 522,
Transportation Code.

(f) Notwi thstanding the other provisions of this section, a
voter enrolled as a full-tinme student who |lives on canpus at an
institution of higher education may use the address of a post office
box | ocated on the canpus of the institution or in a dormtory owned
or operated by the institution to confirmthe voter's residence.

(g) The secretary of state shall adopt rules as necessary to
i mpl enent this section.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 869 (S.B. 1111), Sec. 5, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

SUBCHAPTER D. SUSPENSE LI ST

Sec. 15.081. SUSPENSE LIST. (a) The registrar shall naintain
a suspense list containing the nanme of each voter:

(1) who fails to submt a response to the registrar in
accordance with Section 15.053;

(2) whose renewal certificate is returned to the registrar
i n accordance with Subchapter B, Chapter 14; or

(3) who appears on the list of nonresidents of the county
provided to the registrar under Section 62.114, Governnent Code.

(b) The list shall be arranged al phabetically by voter nane and
for each voter nust contain the voter's name, residence address, date
of birth, registration nunber, and date the nane is entered on the
list. The nanes shall be grouped according to county el ection
preci ncts.

(c) The secretary of state may prescribe an alternative formor
procedure for maintaining the list.

(d) Notwi thstandi ng Subsection (b), the suspense |list nay not
contain the residence address of a voter whose residence address is
confidential under Section 13.004.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 5.06, eff. Sept. 1,
1999.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 559 (H. B. 1271), Sec. 3, eff. Septenber
1, 2005.
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Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 594 (H.B. 41), Sec. 4, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 465 (S.B. 281), Sec. 4, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 1146 (H B. 2910), Sec. 4, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 15.082. AVAILABILITY OF REG STRAR S LIST. (a) The
regi strar shall furnish a copy of the suspense list to any person
requesting it or shall furnish that portion of the |ist requested.

(b) The list shall be provided in accordance with Chapter 552,
Gover nnent Code.

(c) Repealed by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107
), Sec. 99(1), eff. Septenber 1, 2021.

(d) Repealed by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107
), Sec. 99(1), eff. Septenmber 1, 2021.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 20, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 99(1), eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 15.083. DELIVERY OF LI ST TO SECRETARY OF STATE. (a) The
secretary of state may require the registrar to deliver a copy of the
suspense list to the secretary in the formprescribed by the
secretary.

(b) The registrar shall deliver the list within the period
prescri bed by the secretary of state.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 15.084. AVAILABILITY OF SECRETARY OF STATE S LIST. (a)
The secretary of state shall furnish a copy of a suspense |ist
del i vered under Section 15.083 to any person requesting it or shal
furnish that portion of the |ist requested.

(b) The fee for each list or portion of a |list furnished under
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this section may not exceed the actual expense incurred in
reproducing the list or portion for the person requesting it and
shall be uniformfor each type of copy furnished.

(c) The copy shall be furnished in the formin which the |ist
is stored or, if practicable, in any other formrequested.

(d) The secretary of state shall use fees collected under this
section to defray expenses incurred in the preparation of the copy.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 15.085. UNLAWFUL USE OF | NFORMATI ON ON SUSPENSE LI STS.
(a) A person conmts an offense if the person uses information in
connection with advertising or pronoting conmrercial products or
services that the person knows was obtai ned under Section 15.082 or
15. 084.

(b) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 15.086. | NTERNET ACCESS TO SUSPENSE | NFORVATI ON.  Any
I nternet website maintained by the secretary of state that permts a
person to determne the person's voter registration status shall, to
the extent practicable, indicate if the person is or may be on the
suspense |ist.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S., Ch. 356 (H B. 2465), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

SUBCHAPTER E. VOTI NG ON STATEMENT OF RESI DENCE
Sec. 15.111. NOTATION ON LI ST OF REA STERED VOTERS. (a) The
regi strar shall enter the notation "S", or a simlar notation
approved by the secretary of state, on the |list of registered voters
besi de each voter's nane that al so appears on the suspense |ist.
(b) The registrar shall delete the notation fromthe list if
the voter's nanme is deleted fromthe suspense |ist.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
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Sec. 15.112. AUTHORI ZATI ON TO VOTE ON STATEMENT. In an
el ection held on or after the date the voter's nane is entered on the
suspense |ist and before Novenber 30 follow ng the second general
el ection for state and county officers that occurs after the
begi nni ng of the period, a voter whose nanme appears on a precinct
list of registered voters with the notation "S", or a simlar
notation, may vote in the election precinct in which the list is used
if the voter satisfies the residence requirenents prescribed by
Section 63.0011 and submts a statenent of residence in accordance
with that section

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

CHAPTER 16. CANCELLATI ON OF REQ STRATI ON
SUBCHAPTER A. OFFI Cl AL NOTI CE TO REA STRAR

Sec. 16.001. DEATH. (a) Each nonth the |ocal registrar of
deat hs shall prepare an abstract of each death certificate issued in
the nonth for a decedent 18 years of age or older who was a resident
of the state at the time of death. The local registrar of deaths
shall file each abstract with the voter registrar of the decedent's
county of residence and the secretary of state as soon as possible,
but not later than the seventh day after the date the abstract is
pr epar ed.

(b) Each nmonth the clerk of each court having probate
jurisdiction shall prepare an abstract of each application for
probate of a will, adm nistration of a decedent's estate, or
determ nation of heirship, and each affidavit under Chapter 205,
Estates Code, that is filed in the nonth with a court served by the
clerk. The clerk shall file each abstract with the voter registrar
and the secretary of state as soon as possible, but not |ater than
the seventh day after the date the abstract is prepared.

(c) Once each week, on a day specified by the secretary of
state, the vital statistics unit shall furnish to the secretary of
state available information relating to deceased residents of the
state as provided by Section 191.011, Health and Safety Code, in the
form and manner specified by the secretary. Periodically, the
secretary shall furnish to the appropriate voter registrars
information obtained fromthe unit that will assist in identifying
t he deceased registered voters of each county.
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(d) The secretary of state shall quarterly obtain fromthe
United States Social Security Administration available information
specified by the secretary relating to deceased residents of the
st at e.

(e) The information required to be filed with the secretary of
state under this section nust be filed electronically. The secretary
of state may waive this requirenment on application for a waiver
submtted by the appropriate entity.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1105 (H. B. 2280), Sec. 4, eff. January
1, 2006.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 607 (H B. 343), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
June 17, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2013.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S.,
eff. Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2023.

650 (S.B. 1046), Sec. 1, eff.

683 (H. B. 174), Sec. 1, eff.

161 (S.B. 1093), Sec. 5.003, eff.
1178 (S.B. 910), Sec. 4, eff.

324 (S.B. 1488), Sec. 22.012,

241 (H.B. 1264), Sec. 1, eff.

S 8 & 8 & 8 9

1074 (S.B. 545), Sec. 3, eff.

Sec. 16.002. NMENTAL | NCAPACITY. (a) Each nonth the clerk of
each court having proper jurisdiction to adjudge a person nmentally
i ncapaci tated shall prepare an abstract of each final judgnent of a
court served by the clerk, occurring in the nonth:
(1) adjudging a person 18 years of age or older who is a
resident of the state to be:
(A) totally mentally incapacitated; or
(B) partially nentally incapacitated w thout the right
to vote,;
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(2) adjudging the nmental capacity of a person 18 years of
age or older who is a resident of this state to be conpletely
restored; or

(3) nodifying the guardi anship of a person 18 years of age
or older to include the right to vote.

(b) The clerk shall file each abstract with the voter registrar
of the person's county of residence not later than the 10th day of
the nonth followi ng the nonth in which the abstract is prepared.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 614 (H B. 417), Sec. 25, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 614 (H B. 417), Sec. 26, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Sec. 16.003. FELONY CONVI CTI ON. Each weekday the Departnent of
Public Safety is regularly open for business, the departnent shall:
(1) prepare an abstract of each final judgnent received by
t he departnent convicting a person 18 years of age or older who is a
resident of the state of a felony; and
(2) file each abstract with the secretary of state.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1366, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2001,
77th Leg., ch. 1178, Sec. 2, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1105 (H B. 2280), Sec. 5, eff. January
1, 2006.

Sec. 16.004. DI SQUALI FI CATION I N ELECTI ON CONTEST. Not | ater
than the 10th day after the date a judgnent in an el ection contest in
whi ch a person is adjudged not to be a qualified voter becones final,
the district clerk shall prepare an abstract of the judgnment, which
shal | include each disqualified person's nane, and file it wth the
voter registrar of each county in which a person adjudged
di squalified was registered on the date of the contested el ection.

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 91 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/HB00417F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/HB00417F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/79R/billtext/html/HB02280F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 16.005. PRESERVATI ON OF ABSTRACT. |If an abstract received
under this subchapter affects a registered voter of the county, the
regi strar shall retain a copy of the abstract on file with the
affected voter's registration application.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

SUBCHAPTER B. CANCELLATI ON
Sec. 16.031. CANCELLATI ON ON OFFI CI AL NOTI CE OF | NELI G BI LITY.
(a) The registrar shall cancel a voter's registration imrediately on
recei pt of:

(1) notice under Section 13.072(b), 15.021, or 18.0681(d)
or a response under Section 15.053 that the voter's residence is
out si de the county;

(2) an abstract of the voter's death certificate under
Section 16.001(a) or an abstract of an application indicating that
the voter is deceased under Section 16.001(b);

(3) an abstract of a final judgnment of the voter's total
nmental incapacity, partial nental incapacity without the right to
vote, conviction of a felony, or disqualification under Section
16. 002, 16.003, or 16.004;

(4) notice under Section 112.012 that the voter has applied
for alimted ballot in another county;

(5 notice froma voter registration official in another
state that the voter has registered to vote outside this state;

(6) notice fromthe early voting clerk under Section
101. 053 that a federal postcard application submtted by an applicant
states a voting residence address |ocated outside the registrar's
county; or

(7) notice fromthe secretary of state that the voter has
registered to vote in another county, as determ ned by the voter's
driver's |license nunber or personal identification card nunber issued
by the Departnent of Public Safety or social security nunber.

(b) The registrar shall cancel a voter's registration
imediately if the registrar:

(1) determnes frominformation received under Section
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16.001(c) that the voter is deceased;

(2) has personal know edge that the voter is deceased;

(3) receives froma person related within the second degree
by consanguinity or affinity, as determ ned under Chapter 573,
Government Code, to the voter a sworn statenent by that person
indicating that the voter is deceased; or

(4) receives notice fromthe secretary of state under
Section 18.068 that the voter is deceased.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 561, Sec. 14, eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts 1995,
74th Leg., ch. 76, Sec. 5.95(27), eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1995,
74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1997, 75th
Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
June 17, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2013.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S.,
June 12, 2017.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2021.

614 (H. B. 417), Sec. 27, eff.
1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 6, eff.
650 (S.B. 1046), Sec. 2, eff.

683 (H.B. 174), Sec. 2, eff.

161 (S.B. 1093), Sec. 5.004, eff.

713 (H. B. 4034), Sec. 2, eff.

& 8 8 2 &8 8 8

711 (H. B. 3107), Sec. 21, eff.

Sec. 16.032. CANCELLATI ON FOLLOW NG END OF SUSPENSE LI ST
PERIOD. |If on Novenber 30 follow ng the second general election for
state and county officers that occurs after the date the voter's nane
is entered on the suspense |list a registered voter's nane appears on
the suspense list, the registrar shall cancel the voter's
registration unless the nanme is to be deleted fromthe |ist under
Section 15.022 or 15.023.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
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Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 17, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 22, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Sec. 16.033. CANCELLATI ON FOLLOW NG | NVESTI GATI ON BY REG STRAR
(a) The registrar may use any |awful neans to investigate whether a
regi stered voter is currently eligible for registration in the
county. This section does not authorize an investigation of
eligibility that is based solely on residence.

(b) If the registrar has reason to believe that a voter is no
| onger eligible for registration, the registrar shall deliver witten
notice to the voter indicating that the voter's registration status
is being investigated by the registrar. The notice shall be
delivered by forwardable nail to the mailing address on the voter's
regi stration application and to any new address of the voter known to
the registrar. |If the secretary of state has adopted or recommended
a formfor a witten notice under this section, the registrar nust
use that form

(c) The notice nust include:

(1) a request for information relevant to determ ning the
voter's eligibility for registration; and

(2) a warning that the voter's registration is subject to
cancel lation if the registrar does not receive an appropriate reply
on or before the 30th day after the date the notice is mail ed.

(d) Except as provided by Subsection (e), the registrar shal
cancel a voter's registration if:

(1) after considering the voter's reply, the registrar
determ nes that the voter is not eligible for registration;

(2) no reply is received fromthe voter on or before the
30th day after the date the notice is nailed to the voter under
Subsection (b); or

(3) each notice mailed under Subsection (b) is returned
undelivered to the registrar wwth no forwarding information
avai | abl e.

(e) A voter's registration may not be cancel ed under Subsection
(d) if the voter's nanme appears on the suspense list unless the
notice mailed to the voter indicated that the registrar had reason to
believe that the voter is not eligible for registration because of a
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ground ot her than a ground based on residence.

(f) The registrar shall retain a copy of the notice mailed to a
voter under this section on file with the voter's registration
application. |If the voter's reply to the notice is in witing, the
registrar shall also retain the reply on file with the application
If the reply is oral, the registrar shall prepare a nenorandum of the
reply, indicating the substance and date of the reply, and shal
retain the nenorandumon file with the application.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 18, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 1093 (H. B. 3593), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Sec. 16.0331. CANCELLATI ON ON REQUEST BY VOTER. (a) A voter
desiring to cancel the voter's registration nust submt to the
registrar a witten, signed request for the cancellation. A request
may not be submtted by an agent.

(b) The registrar shall cancel a voter's registration
i mredi ately on recei pt of a request under Subsection (a).

(c) The registrar shall retain the request on file with the
voter's registration application.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 16.0332. CANCELLATI ON BECAUSE COF CI TI ZENSHI P STATUS. (a)
After the registrar receives notification under Subsection (a-1) of
this section, Section 18.068 of this code, or Section 62.113,

Gover nment Code, of persons excused or disqualified fromjury service
because of citizenship status or notification of persons who indicate
a lack of citizenship status in connection with a notor vehicle or
Department of Public Safety record as provided by Subsection (a-1),
the registrar shall deliver to each registered voter whose nane
appears on the list a witten notice requiring the voter to submt to
the registrar proof of United States citizenship in the formof a
certified copy of the voter's birth certificate, United States
passport, or certificate of naturalization or any other form
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prescri bed by the secretary of state. The notice shall be delivered
by forwardable nmail to the mailing address on the voter's

regi stration application and to any new address of the voter known to
the registrar.

(a-1) The secretary of state shall enter into an agreenment with
t he Departnent of Public Safety under which information in the
exi sting statew de conputerized voter registration list is conpared
against information in the database of the Department of Public
Safety on a nonthly basis to verify the accuracy of citizenship
status information previously provided on voter registration
applications. |In conmparing information under this subsection, the
secretary of state shall consider only a voter's information in the
dat abase of the Departnment of Public Safety that was derived from
docunents presented by the voter to the departnent after the person's
current voter registration became effective, and may not consider
i nformation derived from docunents presented by the voter to the
departnment before the person's current voter registration becane
effective.

(b) If a voter fails to submt to the registrar proof of
citizenship on or before the 30th day after the date the notice is
mai | ed, the registrar shall cancel the voter's registration

(c) The registrar shall retain a copy of the notice nailed to a
voter under this section on file with the voter's registration
application. The registrar shall also retain any proof of
citizenship received under this section on file with the application.

(d) The secretary of state shall prescribe rules for the
adm ni stration of this section.

(e) Not later than Decenber 31 of each year, the secretary of
state shall provide a report to the |egislature of the nunber of
voter registrations cancel ed under this section during the cal endar
year.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 640, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1,
2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 683 (H. B. 174), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 2.05, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021
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Sec. 16.034. RECORDI NG CANCELLATION. On cancellation of a
voter's registration, the registrar shall enter the date of and
reason for the cancellation on the voter's registration application
and duplicate registration certificate and make any ot her appropriate
corrections in the registration records.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 16.035. EFFECTI VE DATE OF CANCELLATION. A cancell ation of
a voter's registration takes effect immedi ately.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 16.036. NOTI CE OF CANCELLATION TO VOTER. (a) |Inmediately
after, but not later than the 30th day after the date a voter's
registration is cancel ed under Section 16.031(a)(3), 16.033, 16.0331,
or 16.0332, the registrar shall deliver witten notice of the
cancel lation to the voter

(b) The notice shall be delivered by mail to the nmailing
address on the voter's registration application and to any new
address known to the registrar.

(c) The notice nust include:

(1) the date of cancellation;

(2) the reason for cancellation; and

(3) a brief explanation of the voter's right to chall enge
the cancellation and to appeal the registrar's decision.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 20, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:
Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 568 (H. B. 1382), Sec. 1, eff. Septenber
1, 2005.

Sec. 16.037. REINSTATEMENT OF REQ STRATION. (a) |If the
regi strar determnes after cancellation of a registration that the
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regi stration should not have been cancel ed, the registrar shal
reinstate it.

(b) If, after canceling a voter's registration under Section
16.032, the registrar receives a statenment of residence executed by
the voter under Section 63.0011 at an el ection held before the date
the voter's registration was required to be canceled, the registrar
shall reinstate the registration

(c) On reinstatenent of a registration, the registrar shal
enter the date of and reason for the reinstatenent on the voter's
regi stration application and duplicate registration certificate, nmake
any appropriate corrections in the registration records, and take any
ot her action necessary to give effect to the reinstatenent.

(d) A reinstatenent of a registration takes effect inmediately.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 21, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 16.038. NOTI CE OF REI NSTATEMENT TO VOTER. (a)
| medi ately on reinstatenent of a registration, the registrar shal
deliver witten notice of the reinstatenent to the voter.

(b) The notice shall be delivered by mail to the mailing
address on the voter's registration application and to any new
address known to the registrar.

(c) The notice nust include the date of and reason for the
rei nst at enent .

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 16.039. FAILURE BY REA STRAR TO TI MELY PERFORM DUTY. (a)
If a registrar fails to tinely performa duty inposed on the
regi strar under this subchapter requiring the approval, change, or
cancel lation of a voter's registration, the secretary of state may
wi t hhol d funds admi ni stered and distributed by the secretary under
Chapter 19 or Section 31.009 fromthe registrar.

(b) Notw thstandi ng Subsection (a), the secretary of state
shal | distribute funds under Chapter 19 or Section 31.009 if the
registrar perforns the registrar's duty not later than 30 days after
the funds are w thhel d.
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Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 435 (S.B. 1113), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

SUBCHAPTER C. CHALLENGE OF CANCELLATI ON
Sec. 16.061. RIGHT TO CHALLENGE CANCELLATI ON. A person whose
voter registration is canceled may chall enge the cancellation at a
hearing before the registrar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 16.062. REQUEST FOR HEARI NG ON CHALLENGE. A person
desiring to challenge the cancellation of the person's registration
must file with the registrar a witten, signed request for a hearing
on the chall enge.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 16.063. REINSTATEMENT PENDI NG CHALLENGE. (a) On the
filing of a hearing request under Section 16.062, the registrar shal
reinstate the challenging voter's registration pending determ nation
of the chall enge.

(b) Sections 16.037(c) and (d) apply to a reinstatenent under
this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 16.064. HEARING ON CHALLENGE. (a) On the filing of a
hearing request, the registrar shall schedule a hearing on the
chal | enge.

(b) The registrar shall conduct the hearing not |ater than the
10th day after the date the request is filed or on a |ater date at
t he request of the challenging voter.

(c) The voter mmy appear personally at the hearing to offer
evi dence or argunent. The voter may offer evidence or argunent by
affidavit wi thout personally appearing if the voter submts the
affidavit to the registrar before the hearing begins.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 16.065. NOTICE OF HEARING The registrar shall deliver
witten notice of the date, hour, and place set for the hearing on
the challenge to the challenging voter not later than the second day
after the date the hearing request is fil ed.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 16.066. DETERM NATI ON OF CHALLENCGE. (a) After hearing
and considering the evidence or argunent, the registrar shal
pronptly determ ne the chall enge and i ssue a decision in witing.

(b) If the registrar determ nes that the registration should
not have been cancel ed, the registration continues in effect.

(c) If the registrar determ nes that the cancellation of the
regi stration was proper, the registrar shall cancel the registration
on the 31st day after the date the registrar's decision is issued.

(d) The registrar shall retain a copy of the decision on file
with the duplicate registration certificate of the challenging voter
and shall deliver a copy to the voter

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

SUBCHAPTER D. CHALLENGE OF REG STRATI ON
Sec. 16.091. RIGHT TO CHALLENGE REG STRATI ON. Except as
ot herwi se provided by this subchapter, a registered voter may
chal l enge the registration of another voter of the same county at a
hearing before the registrar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 22, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 16.092. SWORN STATEMENT REQUI RED. A voter desiring to
challenge a registration nust file with the registrar a sworn
statenment of the grounds for the challenge that:

(1) identifies the voter whose registration is being
chal I enged; and
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(2) states a specific qualification for registration that
t he chal | enged voter has not nmet based on the personal know edge of
the voter desiring to challenge the registration

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 16.0921. CONFI RMATI ON NOTI CE ON CHALLENGE BASED ON
RESI DENCE. (a) Except as provided by Subsection (c), on the filing
of a sworn statenent under Section 16.092 alleging a ground based on
residence, the registrar shall pronptly deliver to the voter whose
registration is challenged a confirmati on notice in accordance with
Section 15.051, unless the residential address provided in the
chal l enge for the voter is different fromthe voter's current
residential address indicated on the registration records.

(b) If the voter fails to submt a response to the registrar in
accordance with Section 15.053, the registrar shall enter the voter's
name on the suspense |ist.

(c) The registrar may not deliver a confirmation notice
resulting froma sworn statenent filed after the 75th day before the
date of the general election for state and county officers unti
after the date of that election. This subsection does not apply to a
person who submts a registration application after the 75th day and
prior to the 30th day before the general election for state and
county officers.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 23, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 5.07, eff. Sept. 1,
1999; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1166, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.07, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 23, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 16.093. HEARING ON CHALLENGE. (a) On the filing of a
sworn statenment under Section 16.092 alleging a ground other than
resi dence, the registrar shall schedule a hearing on the chall enge.
The hearing procedure does not apply to an allegation of a ground
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based on resi dence.

(b) The registrar shall conduct the hearing not |ater than the
20th day after the date the statenent is filed or on a |later date
requested by either party and agreed to by both parties.

(c) A party may appear personally at the hearing to offer
evi dence or argunent. A party may offer evidence or argunent by
affidavit wi thout personally appearing if the party submts the
affidavit to the registrar before the hearing begins.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 24, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 16.094. NOTICE OF HEARING. (a) The registrar shal
deliver witten notice of the hearing on the challenge to each party
to the controversy not later than the 15th day before the date of the
heari ng.

(b) The notice nust include:

(1) the date, hour, and place set for the hearing; and
(2) a brief explanation of the right to appeal the
regi strar's deci sion.

(c) The notice delivered to the voter whose registration is
chal | enged must be acconpani ed by a copy of the sworn statenment of
t he grounds for the chall enge.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 16.095. DETERM NATION OF CHALLENGE. (a) After hearing
and considering the evidence or argunent, the registrar shal
pronptly determ ne the chall enge and i ssue a decision in witing.

(b) If the registrar determnes that the voter's registration
shoul d not be canceled, the registration continues in effect.

(c) If the registrar determ nes that the voter's registration
shoul d be cancel ed, the registrar shall cancel the registration on
the 31st day after the date the registrar's decision is issued.

(d) The registrar shall retain a copy of the decision on file
with the duplicate registration certificate of the voter whose
regi stration was chall enged and shall deliver a copy to each party to
t he chal | enge.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

CHAPTER 17. JUDI Cl AL REVI EW
Sec. 17.001. RIGHT OF APPEAL BY APPLI CANT FOR REAQ STRATION. An
applicant for voter registration is entitled to appeal an adverse
deci sion issued by the registrar under Section 13.079.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 17.002. RIGHT OF APPEAL BY REG STERED VOTER. A party to a
chal | enge under Subchapter C or D of Chapter 16 is entitled to
appeal an adverse decision issued by the registrar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 17.003. PETITION FOR REVIEW (a) A party desiring to
appeal under this chapter nust file a petition for reviewin the
district court not later than the 30th day after the date the adverse
decision is issued.

(b) Citation is issued and served in the manner provided by |aw
for civil suits generally.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 17.004. COPY FILED WTH REG STRAR. (a) Not later than
the deadline for filing a petition for review, the petitioner nust
deliver a copy of the petition to the registrar who issued the
adver se deci sion.

(b) A petition delivered by mail is considered to be delivered
at the time of its receipt by the registrar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 17.005. CANCELLATI ON DELAYED PENDI NG APPEAL. If a voter's
registration is to be canceled followi ng a decision fromwhich an
appeal is taken, the registrar shall delay canceling the
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regi stration, pending the outcone of the appeal, on the tinely
delivery of the copy of the petition for review

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 17.006. VENUE. Venue of an appeal under this chapter is
in the county served by the registrar who issued the decision from
whi ch the appeal is taken.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 17.007. SCOPE OF REVIEW (a) Review by the district
court under this chapter is by trial de novo.

(b) The district court shall try all issues of fact and | aw
rai sed by the pleadings in the manner applicable to civil suits
general ly.

(c) The court may not admt in evidence the fact of prior
action by the registrar, except to the extent necessary to establish
its jurisdiction.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 17.008. DECISION NOT APPEALABLE. A decision of the
district court under this chapter is not appeal abl e.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

CHAPTER 18. PROCEDURES FOR | DENTI FYI NG REG STERED VOTERS
SUBCHAPTER A. REGQ STRATI ON LI STS

Sec. 18.001. ORIA NAL LIST OF REG STERED VOTERS. (a) Before
t he beginning of early voting for the first election held in a county
in each voting year, the registrar shall prepare for each county
el ection precinct a certified list of the registered voters in the
precinct. The list nust contain the name of each voter whose
registration will be effective on the date of the first election held
in the county in the voting year.

(b) On request of the authority responsible for procuring
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el ection supplies for an election authorized by law to be held in the
county during the voting year for which the lists are prepared, the
registrar shall furnish to the authority a list for each county
el ection precinct wholly in the territory covered by the el ection.
On request of the authority for an election in which a county
el ection precinct is partly in the political subdivision or partly in
aterritorial unit of the political subdivision fromwhich a nmenber
of the subdivision's governing body is elected by only the voters
residing in that unit, the registrar shall furnish for each partly
i ncl uded county election precinct a list that contains only the nanes
of voters who reside in the political subdivision or territorial
unit, as applicable. The request for restricted |ists nust be
acconpani ed by a description or map of the applicable boundary of the
political subdivision or territorial unit that is in sufficient
detail to enable the registrar to prepare the requested lists. The
request nust be delivered early enough to afford the registrar
reasonable time to prepare tinely lists.

(c) Except as otherw se provided by this code, the |ist shal
be used throughout the voting year.

(d) An additional copy of each list shall be furnished for use
in early voting.

(e) In this code, "original |list of registered voters" neans a
list prepared under this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.32; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec.
3, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 18.002. SUPPLEMENTAL LI ST OF REA STERED VOTERS. (a) For
each election held in the county in a voting year, on request of the
authority responsible for procuring election supplies, the registrar
shal | prepare and furnish to the authority a certified |ist
suppl ementing each original list furnished to the authority. The
list nust contain the name of each voter whose registration will be
effective on election day but whose nane does not appear on the
original Iist.

(b) For a runoff election, as an alternative to the |ist
requi red by Subsection (a), the registrar may furnish for each county
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el ection precinct wholly or partly in the territory covered by the
runoff a certified list containing the name of each voter whose
registration will be effective on runoff election day but whose nane
does not appear on the original list or on a |list furnished under
Subsection (a) for the main el ection.

(c) An additional copy of each list shall be furnished for use
in early voting and as needed in order to ensure all voters eligible
to vote in an election appear correctly on the original list.

(d) In this code, "supplenental |ist of registered voters”
nmeans a |list prepared under this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.33; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 24, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Sec. 18.003. REG STRATI ON CORRECTION LI ST. (a) For each
election held in the county in a voting year, the registrar shal
prepare and furnish to the authority responsible for procuring
el ection supplies a certified list of corrections.

(b) The lIist nust contain:

(1) the name of each person for whomthe information on a
list of registered voters furnished under Section 18.001 or 18.002
has changed because of cancellation or correction; and

(2) an indication that the person's registration has been
cancel ed or the corrected registration information.

(c) An additional copy of each list shall be furnished for use
in early voting and as needed in order to ensure all voters eligible
to vote in an el ection appear correctly on the original I|ist.

(d) In this code, "registration correction list" means a |i st
prepared under this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.34; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 25, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.
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Sec. 18.004. REVISED ORIFG NAL LIST. (a) As an alternative to

furni shing a supplenental |ist of registered voters and a correction
list for an election, the registrar may furnish a certified revised
original Iist.

(b) A revised list nust contain the nanme of each voter whose
registration will be effective on election day.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 18.005. FORM AND CONTENTS OF LIST. (a) Each original and
suppl emrental list of registered voters nust:
(1) contain the voter's nane, date of birth, and
regi stration nunber as provided by the statew de conputerized voter
registration |ist;
(2) <contain the voter's residence address, except as
provi ded by Subsections (b) and (c);
(3) be arranged al phabetically by voter nanme; and
(4) contain the notation required by Section 15.111
(b) If the voter's residence has no address, the list nust
contain a concise description of the location of the voter's
resi dence.
(c) The original or supplenental list of registered voters may
not contain the residence address of a voter whose residence address
is confidential under Section 13.004.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 25, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 4, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 594 (H.B. 41), Sec. 5, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 1295 (S.B. 74), Sec. 5, eff. June
15, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 87 (S.B. 1969), Sec. 8.001, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch
Septenber 1, 2009.

465 (S.B. 281), Sec. 5, eff.
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Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 1146 (H B. 2910), Sec. 5, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 26, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Sec. 18.006. DELIVERY OF LISTS TO ELECTI ON AUTHORI TIES. The
regi strar shall deliver the lists furnished under this subchapter
including the lists furnished under Section 18.007, to the
appropriate authority as soon as practicable after the request but in
every case in time for receipt before the beginning of early voting
by mail for the election in which the lists are to be used. |If those
lists do not contain the nanes of all voters who will be eligible to
vote as of the beginning of early voting by personal appearance,
anot her set of the appropriate lists shall be delivered before the
begi nning of early voting by personal appearance. |If those |ists do
not contain the nanes of all voters whose registrations will be
effective on election day, another set of the appropriate |ists shal
be delivered as soon as practicable after the registrar has processed
t he remai ni ng applicati ons.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 501, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts 1991,
72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.35; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554, Sec.

6, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 14, eff.
Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 18.007. LISTS FURNI SHED FOR PRECI NCT CONVENTIONS. In a
voting year in which a political party holds precinct conventions in
the county under Title 10, the registrar, on request of the party's
county chair, shall furnish to the chair for use in qualifying
i ndi viduals for participation in the conventions one of each of the
original, supplenental, and correction lists prescribed by this
subchapt er

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
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Sec. 18.008. COPIES FURNI SHED ON REQUEST. (a) The registrar
shall furnish a copy of any |list prepared under this subchapter to
any person requesting it. The copy shall be furnished w thout the
nanmes of voters whose nanmes appear on a list with the notation "S"
or a simlar notation, if requested in that form

(b) The list shall be furnished as soon as practicable after
the request but not later than the 15th day after the date the
regi strar receives the request or conpletes preparation of the |ist
fromwhich the copy is to be nmade, whichever is |ater.

(c) Repealed by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107
), Sec. 99(4), eff. Septenmber 1, 2021.

(d) The copy nust be acconpanied by a witten notice of the
crimnal penalty prescribed by Section 18. 009.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 26, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 99(4), eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Sec. 18.009. UNLAWUL USE OF | NFORVATI ON ON REGQ STRATI ON LI ST.
(a) A person conmits an offense if the person uses information in
connection wth advertising or pronoting comercial products or
services that the person knows was obtai ned under Section 18. 008.

(b) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 18.010. FEES. (a) The registrar nay not charge a fee for
furnishing lists required to be furnished under this subchapter
except as authorized by this section.

(b) The fee for each list furnished under Section 18.008 nmay
not exceed the actual expense incurred in reproducing the list for
the person requesting it and shall be uniformfor each type of copy
f ur ni shed.

(c) The registrar shall use fees collected under this section
to defray expenses incurred in the preparation of the copy.

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 109 -


https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/html/HB03107F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/87R/billtext/html/HB03107F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 18.011. FILE OF LISTS FOR COUNTYWDE ELECTION. (a) The
registrar shall maintain a file containing one of each of the lists
prepared under this subchapter for each countyw de el ection

(b) The registrar shall retain each list on file for two years
after election day except a list used in a presidential election,
whi ch shall be retained for four years after election day.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 18.012. SECRETARY OF STATE TO APPROVE COWPUTER SERVI CES
CONTRACTS. (a) A county may not contract with a conputer service
conpany or other private business entity for services related to the
lists required under this subchapter unless the progranms, equipnment,
or other materials to be covered by the contract are approved by the
secretary of state. The secretary may rescind approval of the
programns, equipnment, or other materials at any tine, and on that
action the contract is nullified to the extent that it depends on the
di sapproved itens.

(b) A conputer service conmpany or other private business entity
may not use nodified prograns, equipnent, or other materials under
the contract unless the nodifications are approved by the secretary
of state.

(c) A person conmits an offense if the person violates
Subsection (b). An offense under this subsection is a Class A
m sdeneanor .

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 18.0121. CONTRACT TO I NVESTI GATE VOTER ELIG BILITY. A
list of potentially ineligible voters produced for a county by a
private business entity may not be made available to the public or
ot herwi se used by the registrar unless the registrar has verified the
accuracy of the information on the list through avail able public
records.
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Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 555, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 18.013. POCLITICAL SUBDI VI SI ON LI ST I N CERTAI N COUNTI ES.

(a) On the witten request of any resident of a political
subdi vi si on of which nore than one-half of the politica

subdivision's territory is situated in a county with a popul ati on of
25,000 or less, the registrar of a county in which the political
subdivision is wholly or partly situated shall prepare and furnish to
the person a list containing the registered voters of that county who
reside in the political subdivision or, if requested, who reside in a
territorial unit of the political subdivision fromwhich a nenber of
t he subdi vision's governing body is elected by only the voters
residing in the territorial unit.

(b) A request under Subsection (a) must be acconpani ed by a
description or map, if a nmap is available, of the boundary of the
political subdivision or territorial unit. The boundary information
must be of sufficient detail to enable the registrar to prepare the
requested list.

(c) The list nust contain the name of each voter whose
registration is effective on the date the list is furnished and nust
conply with the requirenents as to formand content prescribed by
Section 18. 005.

(d) The list shall be furnished as soon as practicable after
the request but not later than the 30th day after the date the
regi strar receives the request and boundary description or map.

(e) The registrar may charge a fee for the list not to exceed
t he actual expense incurred in preparing the list. The fees shall be
used to defray expenses incurred in preparing the lists.

(f) Section 18.009 applies to the use of information obtained
under Subsection (a).

(g) Except as provided by this section, this subchapter does
not apply to a list furnished under this section.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 517, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

SUBCHAPTER B. REG STRATI ON STATEMENTS
Sec. 18.043. STATEMENT REQUI RED UNDER FEDERAL LAW (a) At the
tinmes prescribed by the secretary of state, the registrar shal
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deliver to the secretary a statenent containing the voter
registration information determ ned by the secretary to be necessary
to conply with reporting requirenents prescribed under federal |aw.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe the form content,
and procedure for each statenent required under this section.

(c) The registrar shall maintain the information required for
the statenments in accordance with procedures prescribed by the
secretary of state.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 29, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

SUBCHAPTER C. STATEW DE VOTER REG STRATI ON LI ST
Sec. 18.061. STATEW DE COMPUTERI ZED VOTER REQ STRATI ON LI ST.

(a) The secretary of state shall inplenment and nmaintain a statew de
conputerized voter registration list that serves as the single system
for storing and managing the official list of registered voters in

t he state.

(b) The statew de conputerized voter registration |ist nust:

(1) contain the name and registration informati on of each
voter registered in the state;

(2) assign a unique identifier to each registered voter;
and

(3) be available to any county election official in the
state through i medi ate el ectroni c access.

(c) Under procedures prescribed by the secretary of state, each
voter registrar shall provide to the secretary of state on an
expedited basis the informati on necessary to maintain the
registration |list established under Subsection (a). The procedures
shal |l provide for the electronic subm ssion of the information and
ensure that each voter registrar collects and reports the correct
nmont h, day, and year of birth for each registered voter.

(d) The secretary of state may contract with counties to
provide themwi th electronic data services to facilitate the
i npl enent ati on and mai nt enance of the statew de conputerized voter
registration list. The secretary shall use funds coll ected under the
contracts to defray expenses incurred in inplenmenting and mai ntai ni ng
the statew de conmputerized voter registration |ist.

(e) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures to ensure
that when a voter registers in another county, as determ ned under
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Section 16.031(a)(6), the statew de conputerized voter registration
list is updated to reflect the voter's registration in the new
county.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 6, eff. Jan. 1, 2006.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1105 (H B. 2280), Sec. 7, eff. January
1, 2006.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 713 (H B. 4034), Sec. 3, eff.
June 12, 2017.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 27, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 18.062. | NTERSTATE VOTER REG STRATI ON CROSSCHECK PROGRAM
(a) To maintain the statewi de voter registration list and to prevent
duplication of registration in nore than one state or jurisdiction,
the secretary of state shall
(1) cooperate with other states and jurisdictions to
devel op systens to conpare voters, voter history, and voter
registration lists to identify voters:
(A) whose addresses have changed;
(B) who are not qualified under Section 11.002(a)(4);
or
(C who are registered to vote in nore than one state;
or
(2) identify and contract with the provider of a private
sector data systemto identify voters:
(A) whose addresses have changed;
(B) who are registered to vote in nore than one state;
(C© who are deceased; or
(D) who are not qualified under Section 11.002(a)(4).
(a-1) A private sector data system under Subsection (a)(2) nust
have denonstrated an ability to work with regi stered voter
identification and matching systens.
(b) A system devel oped under this section and any vendor
involved with the system nust conply wth:
(1) the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (52 U. S.C
Section 20501 et seq.) and the Help Anerica Vote Act of 2002 (52
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U S.C. Section 20901 et seq.); and
(2) all state and federal laws relating to the protection
of personal information.

(c) The cost to begin operations with a system under Subsection
(a)(2) may not exceed $100, 000.

(d) The cost of continuing operations with a system under
Subsection (a)(2) nay not exceed one dollar for each voter identified
under Subsection (a)(2).

(e) The secretary of state may not provide to a system under
Subsection (a)(2) any information that is not:

(1) found in a voter roll; and
(2) necessary to identify voters under Subsection (a)(2).

(f) The secretary of state shall record information related to
the system under Subsection (a)(2) and shall submt to the
| egislature a report on that information not later than the first day
of each quarter of the state's fiscal year.

(g0 A contract with a system under Subsection (a)(2) may not
require any additional duty of the state not required by this
secti on.

(h) The secretary of state may not contract with a private
sector data system under Subsection (a)(2) unless the system

(1) requires a background check for each enpl oyee of a
potential vendor for the system and
(2) uses data fromthe National Change of Address database.

(i) In addition to using a system described by Subsection (a),
the secretary of state shall use data fromthe National Change of
Addr ess database to identify voters whose addresses have changed for
t he purpose of preventing duplication of registration in nore than
one state or jurisdiction.

Added by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S., Ch. 473 (S.B. 795), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2015.
Amended by:

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 1156 (S.B. 1070), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2023.

Sec. 18.064. SANCTI ON FOR NONCOWPLIANCE. If a registrar fails
to substantially conply with Section 15.083, 16.032, or 18.061 or
with rules adopted by the secretary of state inplenenting the
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statewi de conputerized voter registration list, the registrar is not
entitled to receive state funds for financing voter registration in
t he county.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 114, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 7, eff. Jan. 1, 2006.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.

Sec. 18.065. SECRETARY OF STATE TO MONI TOR REG STRAR S
COWPLI ANCE. (a) The secretary of state shall nonitor each registrar
for substantial conpliance with Sections 15.083, 16.032, and 18. 061
and with rules inplenmenting the statew de conputerized voter
registration |ist.

(b) On determning that a registrar is not in substanti al
conpliance, the secretary shall deliver witten notice of the
nonconpliance to the registrar and include in the notice a
description of the violation and an expl anation of the action
necessary for substantial conpliance and of the consequences of
nonconpl i ance.

(c) On determning that a nonconplying registrar has corrected
the violation and is in substantial conpliance, the secretary shal
deliver witten notice to the registrar that the registrar is in
substantial conpliance.

(d) The secretary shall retain a copy of each notice the
secretary delivers under this section for two years after the date
the notice is delivered.

(e) |If the secretary of state determ nes that a voter registrar
is not in substantial conpliance with a requirenent inposed on the
regi strar by a provision or rule described in Subsection (a), the
secretary of state shall

(1) for the first violation, require the registrar to
attend a training course under Subsection (h);

(2) for the second violation, audit the voter registration
list for the county in which the registrar serves to determ ne the
actions needed to achi eve substantial conpliance under Subsection (a)
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and provide the results of the audit to the registrar; or

(3) for athird or subsequent violation, if the secretary
of state determines that the registrar has not perfornmed any overt
actions in pursuance of conpliance with the actions identified under
Subdi vision (2) as necessary for the registrar to achieve substanti al
conpl i ance under Subsection (a) within 14 days of receiving the
results of the audit conducted under that subsection, informthe
attorney general that the county which the registrar serves nay be
subject to a civil penalty under Subsection (f).

(f) Acounty is liable to this state for a civil penalty of
$1,000 for each day after the 14th day follow ng the receipt of the
results of the audit conducted under Subsection (e)(2) that the
county's voter registrar fails to take overt action to conply with
the actions identified under that subsection as necessary for the
registrar to achi eve substantial conpliance under Subsection (a).
The attorney general nay bring an action to recover a civil penalty
i nposed under this section.

(g) Acivil penalty collected by the attorney general under
this section shall be deposited in the state treasury to the credit
of the general revenue fund.

(h) The secretary of state shall devel op and inplenent a
training course for registrars on substantial conpliance with
Sections 15.083, 16.032, and 18.061 and with rules inplenenting the
statew de conputerized voter registration |ist.

(1) The secretary of state shall adopt rules and prescribe
procedures for the inplenmentation of this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 114, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 20, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 8, eff. Jan. 1, 2006.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 4, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st CS., Ch. 4 (S.B. 1), Sec. 15.01, eff.
Sept enber 28, 2011

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 2.06, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021.
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Sec. 18.066. AVAILABILITY OF STATEW DE COVPUTERI ZED VOTER
REG STRATI ON LI ST | NFORVATION. (a) The secretary of state shal
furnish information in the statew de conputeri zed voter registration
list to any person on request not later than the 15th day after the
date the request is received.

(b) Information furnished under this section may not i ncl ude:

(1) a voter's social security nunber; or
(2) the residence address of a voter whose residence
address is confidential under Section 13.004.

(c) The secretary shall furnish the infornmation in the form and
order in which it is stored or if practicable in any other formor
order requested.

(d) To receive information under this section, a person mnust
submt an affidavit to the secretary stating that the person will not
use the informati on obtained in connection with advertising or
pronoti ng comrercial products or services.

(e) The secretary may prescribe a schedule of fees for
furnishing information under this section. A fee may not exceed the
actual expense incurred in reproducing the information requested.

(f) The secretary shall use fees collected under this section
to defray expenses incurred in the furnishing of the information.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 9, 10, eff. Jan. 1, 2006.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 594 (H.B. 41), Sec. 6, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 465 (S.B. 281), Sec. 6, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 1146 (H B. 2910), Sec. 6, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 18.067. UNLAWUL USE OF STATEW DE COVPUTERI ZED VOTER
REG STRATION LIST. (a) A person commits an offense if the person
uses information in connection with advertising or pronoting
commerci al products or services that the person knows was obtai ned
under Section 18. 066.

(b) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
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Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 11, eff. Jan. 1, 2006.

Sec. 18.068. COMPARI SON COF | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG | NELI G BI LI TY.
(a) The secretary of state shall quarterly conpare the information
recei ved under Section 16.001 of this code and Sections 62.113 and
62.114, CGovernnent Code, to the statew de conputerized voter
registration list. |If the secretary determ nes that a voter on the
registration list is deceased or has been excused or disqualified
fromjury service because the voter is not a citizen or a resident of
the county in which the voter is registered to vote, the secretary
shall send notice of the determ nation to the voter registrar of the
counties considered appropriate by the secretary.

(a-1) The secretary of state is not required to send notice
under Subsection (a) for a voter who is subject to an exenption from
jury service under Section 62.106, Governnent Code, if that exenption
is the only reason the voter is excused fromjury service.

(b) The secretary of state shall by rule determ ne what
i nformati on conbinations identified as cormbn to a voter and to an
i ndi vidual who is deceased constitute a weak match or a strong match
in order to:

(1) produce the |east possible inpact on Texas voters; and
(2) fulfill its responsibility to manage the voter rolls.

(c) The secretary of state may not determine that a voter is
deceased based on a weak match. The secretary of state may inform
the county of the voter's residence that a weak match exi sts.

(d) On receiving notification fromthe secretary of state under
Subsection (c) that a weak match of identifying information exists
for a county voter and an individual who is deceased, the county
shal | investigate whether the voter is the individual who is
deceased.

(e) The secretary of state nay determine that a voter is
deceased based on a strong natch.

(f) The secretary of state may obtain, for purposes of
determ ning whether a voter is deceased, information from other state
agency dat abases relating to a voter that is the sane type of
information that the secretary of state or a voter registrar collects
or stores for voter registration purposes.
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Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 683 (H B. 174), Sec. 4, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 1093 (H. B. 3593), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 2.07, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021.

Sec. 18.0681. SECRETARY OF STATE AUTHORI TY TO ELI M NATE
DUPLI CATE REGQ STRATI ON RECORDS. (a) The secretary of state shal
periodically conpare the information regardi ng voters maintained as
part of the statew de conputerized voter registration list to
det erm ne whet her any voters have nore than one voter registration
record on file.

(b) The secretary of state shall by rule determ ne what
i nformation conbinations identified as common to nore than one
registration record constitute a weak match or a strong match in
order to:

(1) produce the |east possible inmpact on Texas voters; and

(2) fulfill its responsibility to manage the voter rolls.

(c) The secretary of state may not determ ne that a voter has
nore than one registration record based on a weak match. The
secretary of state may informthe county of the voter's residence
that a weak match exi sts.

(d) If the secretary of state determ nes that a voter on the
registration list has nore than one registration record on file based
on a strong match, the secretary shall send notice of the
determ nation to the voter registrar of the county with the ol dest
registration record in which the voter is registered to vote. |If the
voter records identified are:

(1) located in the same county, the voter registrar may
merge the records following a determ nation that each record bel ongs
to the same voter using the procedure for the correction of
regi stration records under Section 15.022; or

(2) located in nore than one county, the registrar of the
county with the ol dest record may deliver a witten confirmation
notice in accordance with Section 15.051 or cancel the registration
of the voter in accordance with Section 16.031(a)(1), provided that
the voter's record in the county with the newest registration record
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is not on the suspense list.

Added by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 713 (H B. 4034), Sec. 4, eff.
June 12, 2017.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 28, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 18.069. VOTING H STORY. Not later than the 30th day after
the date of the primary, runoff primary, or general election or any
speci al el ection ordered by the governor, the general custodian of
el ection records shall electronically submt to the secretary of
state the record of each voter participating in the election. The
record nust include a notation of whether the voter voted on el ection
day, voted early by personal appearance, voted early by mail under
Chapter 86, or voted early by mail under Chapter 101.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 5,
eff. Septenber 1, 2011
Redesi gnated from El ecti on Code, Section 18.068 by Acts 2013, 83rd
Leg., RS, Ch. 161 (S.B. 1093), Sec. 22.001(14), eff. Septenber 1,
2013.
Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 294 (H B. 2050), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 29, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

CHAPTER 19. FI NANCI NG VOTER REGQ STRATI ON
Sec. 19.001. STATEMENT OF REQ STRATI ONS SUBM TTED TO SECRETARY

OF STATE. (a) Before May 15 of each year, the registrar shal
prepare and submt to the secretary of state a statenent contai ning:

(1) the total nunber of initial registrations for the
previ ous voting year;

(2) the total nunber of registrations cancel ed under
Sections 16.031(a)(1), 16.033, and 16.0332 for the previous voting
year; and

(3) the total nunber of registrations for which information
was updated for the previous voting year.
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(b) In each even-nunbered year, the registrar shall include in
the statement the total nunber of voters on the lists of registered
voters on the date of the first election held in the county in the
voting year.

(c) The registrar shall certify that the information in the
statenent is accurate.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 200S3.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st CS., Ch. 4 (S.B. 1), Sec. 15.02, eff.
Sept enber 28, 2011

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 161 (S.B. 1093), Sec. 5.005, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Sec. 19.002. PAYMENTS. (a) Each registrar is entitled to
receive the sumof the foll ow ng anounts:
(1) 25 cents nultiplied by the nunber of initial
registrations certified under Section 19.001(a)(1);
(2) 40 cents nultiplied by the nunber of cancel ed
registrations certified under Section 19.001(a)(2);
(3) 40 cents nmultiplied by the nunber of updated
regi strations under Section 19.001(a)(3); and
(4) in each even-nunbered year, 40 cents nultiplied by the
di fference between the nunber of registered voters and the nunber of
initial registrations certified for the two previous voting years.
(b) After June 1 of each year, the secretary of state shal
make paynents pursuant to vouchers submtted by the registrar and
approved by the secretary of state in anounts that in the aggregate
do not exceed the registrar's entitlenment. The secretary of state
shal | prescribe the procedures necessary to inplenent this
subsecti on.
(c) Repealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C. S., Ch. 4, Sec.
15.08, eff. Septenber 28, 2011
(d) The secretary of state may not nmake a paynent under
Subsection (b) if on June 1 of the year in which the paynent is to be
made the registrar is not in substantial conpliance with Section
15. 083, 16.031, 16.032, or 18.065 or with rules inplenenting the
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regi stration service program

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1989, 71st Leg., ch. 114, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1993,
73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 21, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997, 75th
Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 6, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st CS., Ch. 4 (S.B. 1), Sec. 15.03, eff.
Sept enber 28, 2011

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st CS., Ch. 4 (S.B. 1), Sec. 15.04, eff.
Sept enber 28, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st CS., Ch. 4 (S.B. 1), Sec. 15.05, eff.
Sept enber 28, 2011

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st CS., Ch. 4 (S.B. 1), Sec. 15.08, eff.
Sept enber 28, 2011

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 713 (H B. 4034), Sec. 5, eff.
June 12, 2017.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 873 (H B. 2837), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Sec. 19.0025. ELECTRONI C ADM NI STRATI ON OF VOUCHERS AND
PAYMENTS. (a) The secretary of state shall establish and naintain
an online electronic systemfor adm nistering vouchers submtted and
paynments nmade under Section 19. 002.

(b) A registrar nust electronically submt a voucher to the
secretary of state using the online electronic system maintai ned by
the secretary.

(c) The online electronic systemshall provide for the direct
deposit of a disbursement nmade under this chapter in a registrar's
account .

(d) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures necessary
to inplenent this section.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 619 (H. B. 2322), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.
Amended by:
Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st CS., Ch. 4 (S.B. 1), Sec. 15.06, eff.
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Sept enber 28, 2011.
Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st CS., Ch. 4 (S.B. 1), Sec. 15.07, eff.
Sept enber 28, 2011

Sec. 19.003. D SBURSEMENT OF STATE FUNDS. Only funds fromthe
CGeneral Revenue Fund may be appropriated for the di sbursenents
required by this chapter.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 19.004. USE OF STATE FUNDS RESTRI CTED. (a) Except as
provi ded by Subsection (d), state funds disbursed under this chapter
may be used only to:

(1) defray expenses of the registrar's office in connection
with voter registration, including additional expenses related to:
(A) inplementation of the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993 (52 U. S.C. Section 20501 et seq.);
(B) conplying with weekly updating requirenents; and
(© the enploynment of tenporary voter registration
personnel for not nore than 39 weeks in a state fiscal year; and
(2) if the registrar's county has a popul ation of |ess than
55,000, defray the cost to the registrar's county of keeping the
polling places in the county open during the early voting period as
requi red under Sections 85.005(c), 85.006(e), and 85.064(d).

(b) The secretary of state shall specify the procedures that
result in additional expenses and that are required under this
secti on.

(c) Any funds authorized under this chapter that |apse to the
state after the expiration of the two-year period in which they may
be used shall be placed in a special fund adnmi nistered by the
secretary of state. The secretary of state shall issue noney from
this fund to counties with limted technol ogi cal resources to upgrade
voter registration technology. The secretary of state shal
prescri be procedures necessary to inplenent this section.

(d) If the secretary of state determ nes that federal matching
funds are avail able under the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002,
the secretary of state shall certify to the conptroller the anount of
state funds required to qualify for the maxi mnum anount of federa
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mat ching funds. On receipt of the certification, the conptroller
shal | deposit from funds otherw se avail abl e under this chapter an
anount equal to the certified amount in the election inprovenent fund
est abl i shed under Section 31.011

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 32, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 2001,
77th Leg., ch. 1178, Sec. 4, eff. Jan. 1, 2002; Acts 2003, 78th
Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 12, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 194 (H B. 3061), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2009.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 679 (H B. 1217), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Sec. 19.005. STATE FUNDS NOT FEES OF OFFICE. State funds
di sbursed under this chapter are not and may not be treated as fees
of office.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Sec. 19.006. STATE FUNDS NOT PART OF COUNTY BUDGET. The
commi ssioners court may not consider the availability of state funds
under this chapter in adopting the county budget for the office of
the voter registrar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

CHAPTER 20. VOTER REG STRATI ON AGENCI ES
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVI SI ONS
Sec. 20.001. DESI GNATI ON OF VOTER REGQ STRATI ON AGENCI ES. (a)
The foll owi ng state agencies are designated as voter registration
agenci es:
(1) Health and Human Servi ces Conm ssi on;
(2) Departnment of Aging and Disability Services;
(3) Departnment of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services;
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(4) Departnment of State Health Services; and
(5) any other agency or program as determ ned by the
secretary of state that primarily provides:
(A) public assistance; or
(B) services to persons with disabilities.

(b) The Departnent of Public Safety is designated as a voter
regi stration agency.

(c) Each public library, including any branch or other service
outlet, is designated as a voter registration agency. In this
chapter, "public library" nmeans a library that:

(1) is regularly open for business for nore than 30 hours a
week;

(2) is operated by a single public agency or board;

(3) is open without charge to all persons under identical
conditions; and

(4) receives its financial support wholly or partly from
public funds.

(d) Each marriage |license office of the county clerk is
designated as a voter registration agency.

(e) The secretary of state shall designate other agencies or
of fices as voter registration agencies as necessary for conpliance
with federal |aw

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1090 (H. B. 2068), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Sec. 20.002. AGENCY- PRESCRI BED REQ STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON FORM
I nstead of using the official voter registration application form
prescri bed by the secretary of state, a voter registration agency nay
use an official formprescribed by the agency, if approved by the
secretary of state.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.003. OFFI CI AL DECLI NATI ON OF REG STRATION FORM  The
officially prescribed formfor a declination of a voter registration
nmust i ncl ude:
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(1) spaces for the person's signature and printed nane and
t he date of signing;

(2) the follow ng question, followed by appropriate boxes
preceding "YES" and "NO': "If you are not registered to vote where
you |ive now, would you like to apply to register to vote here
t oday?";

(3) if the agency provides public assistance, the
statenent: "Applying to register or declining to register to vote
wll not affect the anobunt of assistance that you will be provided by
this agency.";

(4) the statenent: "IF YOU HAVE NOT CHECKED El THER BOX,
YOU WLL BE CONSI DERED TO HAVE DECI DED NOT TO REAQ STER TO VOTE AT
THIS TIME ";

(5) the statenent: "If you would like help filling out the
voter registration application form we will help you. The decision
whet her to seek or accept help is yours. You may fill out the
application formin private."

(6) the statenent: "If you believe that sonmeone has

interfered with your right to register or to decline to register to
vote or with your right to privacy in deciding whether to register or
in applying to register to vote, you may file a conplaint with the

El ections Division of the Ofice of the Secretary of State, P.QO Box
12060, Austin, Texas 78711."

(7) a statenent that if the applicant declines to register
to vote, that fact will remain confidential and will be used only for
voter registration purposes;

(8) a statenent that if the applicant does register to
vote, information regarding the agency or office to which the
application is submtted will remain confidential and will be used
only for voter registration purposes; and

(9) a space for indicating that the applicant refused to
sign the declination or kept the application to personally submt it
to the voter registrar.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.004. AGENCY COORDI NATCR. (a) A voter registration
agency shall designate one or nore persons to coordi nate the agency's
voter registration program The agency shall notify the secretary of
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state of the name of each coordinator.

(b) The registration coordinator shall conduct training for
agency enpl oyees in voter registration procedures with the assistance
of the secretary of state.

(c) The agency shall submt to the secretary of state a plan to
i npl enment voter registration procedures under this chapter.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.005. DEGREE OF ASSI STANCE. A voter registration agency
shal | provide the same degree of assistance, including any necessary
bi I i ngual assistance, to a person in conpleting a voter registration
formas is provided to a person in conpleting the agency's forns,
unl ess the assistance is refused.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.006. DETERM NATION OF ELIGBILITY. (a) An enployee of
a voter registration agency may not nake a determ nation about a
person's eligibility for registration other than a determ nation of
whet her the person is of voting age or is a United States citizen.

(b) A person's age or citizenship may be determ ned by the
enpl oyee only if the age or citizenship can be readily determ ned
frominformation filed with the agency by the person for purposes
ot her than voter registration.

(c) A person shall be offered voter registration assistance as
provided by this chapter even if the person's age or citizenship
cannot be determ ned.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.007. PROH BI TED ACTS. An enpl oyee of a voter
regi strati on agency nmay not:
(1) seek to influence an applicant's political party
pr ef er ence;
(2) display any political party preference or allegiance;
or
(3) nmake any statenent or take any action the purpose or
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effect of which is to:

(A) discourage the applicant fromregistering to vote;
or

(B) lead the applicant to believe that a decision of
whet her to register has any bearing on the availability of services
or benefits.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.008. ASSI STANCE BY SECRETARY OF STATE OR REG STRAR. | f
a question arises concerning voter registration that an agency
enpl oyee cannot answer, the enpl oyee shall provide the person:
(1) the toll-free tel ephone nunber of the El ections
Division of the Ofice of the Secretary of State; and
(2) the tel ephone nunber of the voter registrar to whom
regi stration applications are submtted.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.009. ADD TI ONAL PROCEDURES. The secretary of state
shal | prescribe any additional procedures necessary for the orderly
and proper adm nistration of voter registration procedures under this
chapter.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

SUBCHAPTER B. REGQ STRATI ON ASSI STANCE GENERALLY
Sec. 20.031. FORM PROVIDED. A voter registration agency shal
provide a voter registration application formto each person who is
of voting age and a United States citizen in connection with the
person's application for initial services, and also in connection
with any recertification, renewal, or change of address, unless the
person declines in witing to register to vote.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.032. REGQ STRATI ON PROCEDURES. (a) An appropriate
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agency enpl oyee shall routinely informeach person who applies in
person for agency services of the opportunity to conplete a voter
regi stration application formand on request shall provide
nonparti san voter registration assistance to the applicant.

(b) An agency that provides services at a person's residence
shal | provide the opportunity to conplete the formand the assistance
under Subsection (a) at the residence.

(c) On receipt of a registration application, the appropriate
agency enpl oyee shall review it for conpleteness in the applicant's
presence. |If the application does not contain all the required
information and the required signature, the agency enpl oyee shal
return the application to the applicant for conpletion and
resubm ssi on

(d) Information regarding the agency or office to which an
application is submtted is confidential and may be used only for
voter registration purposes.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.033. EFFECT OF SUBM SSI ON OF APPLI CATI ON TO EMPLOYEE.
The date of subm ssion of a conpleted registration application to the
agency enployee is considered to be the date of subm ssion to the
voter registrar for the purpose of determning the effective date of
regi stration only.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.034. SUBM SSION TO REG STRAR BY APPLI CANT. (a) The
applicant may keep the registration application formor the conpleted
application to submt the application personally to the voter
regi strar.

(b) The agency enpl oyee shall enter on the declination of
registration forma notation that after being given the opportunity
to register, the applicant kept the application or application form
for personal subm ssion of the application to the registrar.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
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Sec. 20.035. DELIVERY OF APPLI CATIONS TO REA STRAR. (a) The
agency shall deliver to the voter registrar of the county in which
the agency office is | ocated each conpleted registration application
subnmitted to an agency enpl oyee.

(b) An application shall be delivered to the registrar not
|ater than the fifth day after the date the application is submtted
to the enpl oyee.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.036. DECLINATION OF REA STRATION. (a) If the
applicant does not wish to conplete a voter registration application
form the agency enployee shall request that the applicant conplete
and sign an official declination of registration formunless the
enpl oyee determ nes that the applicant has previously conpleted and
signed the form

(b) If the applicant refuses to sign the declination form the
agency enpl oyee shall enter on the forma notation of that fact.

(c) The agency shall preserve each declination for at |east 22
nonths after the date of signing. The declination nay be retained in
the applicant's file at the agency or in a separate declination file.

(d) A declination is confidential and may be used only for
voter registration purposes.

(e) The secretary of state shall prescribe the procedures
necessary to elimnate the filing of multiple declinations by an
appl i cant.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.037. TELEPHONE OR MAIL SERVICES. (a) A voter
regi stration agency that allows a person to apply for services by
mai | shall deliver to an applicant by mail a voter registration
application formon the approval of services for the applicant.
(b) An agency shall deliver to an applicant by mail a voter
regi stration application formif:
(1) the agency automatically notifies an applicant to renew
or recertify a service by mailing a formto the applicant; or
(2) the applicant requests services by tel ephone and the
agency provides services in that manner.
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(c) An application formdelivered by mail nust be acconpani ed
by a notice informng the applicant that the application may be
submtted in person or by mail to the voter registrar of the county
in which the applicant resides or in person to a volunteer deputy
registrar for delivery to the voter registrar of the county in which
t he applicant resides.

(d) The agency may naintain a witten record indicating that a
regi stration application was delivered to an applicant.

(e) The agency is not required to deliver a declination of
regi stration formunder this section.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

SUBCHAPTER C. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY
Sec. 20.061. APPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVI SIONS. The ot her
provi sions of this chapter apply to the Departnment of Public Safety
except provisions that conflict with this subchapter.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.062. DEPARTMENT FORMS AND PROCEDURE. (a) The
Department of Public Safety shall prescribe and use a form and
procedure that comnbines the departnent's application formfor a
license or card with an officially prescribed voter registration
application form

(b) The departnent shall prescribe and use a change of address
form and procedure that conbines departnent and voter registration
functions. The formnust allow a |icensee or cardhol der to indicate
whet her the change of address is also to be used for voter
regi stration purposes.

(c) The design, content, and physical characteristics of the
departnent forns nust be approved by the secretary of state.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.063. REG STRATI ON PROCEDURES. (a) The Departnent of
Public Safety shall provide to each person who applies in person at
the departnent's offices for an original or renewal of a driver's
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license, a personal identification card, or a duplicate or corrected
license or card an opportunity to conplete a voter registration
application form

(b) Wen the departnent processes a license or card for renewal
by mail, the departnment shall deliver to the applicant by mail a
voter registration application form

(c) A change of address that relates to a |license or card and
that is submtted to the departnment in person or by nail serves as a
change of address for voter registration unless the |icensee or
cardhol der indicates that the change is not for voter registration
pur poses. The date of subm ssion of a change of address to a
departnent enployee is considered to be the date of subm ssion to the
voter registrar for the purpose of determning the effective date of
regi stration only.

(d) If a conpleted voter registration application submtted to
a departnent enpl oyee does not include the applicant's correct
driver's license nunber or personal identification card nunber, a
department enpl oyee shall enter the appropriate information on the
application. |If a conpleted application does not include the
applicant's correct residence address or mailing address, a
department enpl oyee shall obtain the appropriate information fromthe
applicant and enter the information on the application.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 20.064. DECLINATI ON FORM NOT REQUI RED. The Depart nent of
Public Safety is not required to conply with the procedures
prescri bed by this chapter relating to the formfor a declination of
voter registration.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.065. DELIVERY OF APPLI CATI ONS AND CHANGES OF ADDRESS.
(a) At the end of each day a Departnent of Public Safety office is
regul arly open for business, the manager of the office shall deliver
by mail or in person to the voter registrar of the county in which
the office is |located each conpl eted voter registration application
and applicabl e change of address submtted to a departnent enpl oyee.
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(b) Each weekday the departnment is regularly open for business,
the departnent shall electronically transfer to the secretary of
state the nane of each person who conpletes a voter registration
application submitted to the departnment. The secretary shal
prescri be procedures necessary to inplenent this subsection.

(c) On the weekday the secretary of state is regularly open for
business followi ng the date the secretary receives information under
Subsection (b), the secretary shall informthe appropriate voter
regi strar of the nane of each person who conpletes a voter
regi stration application submtted to the departnment. The registrar
may verify that the registrar has received each application as
i ndicated by the information provided by the secretary under this
subsecti on.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1178, Sec. 5, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1105 (H. B. 2280), Sec. 8, eff. January
1, 2006.

Sec. 20.066. REGQ STRATI ON PROCEDURES. (a) | f a person
conpl etes a voter registration application as provided by Section
20. 063, the Departnent of Public Safety shall

(1) input the information provided on the application into
the departnent's el ectronic data system and

(2) informthe applicant that the applicant's electronic
signature provided to the departnent will be used for submtting the
applicant's voter registration application.

(b) Not later than the fifth day after the date a person
conpletes a voter registration application and provides an el ectronic
signhature to the departnent, the departnment shall electronically
transfer the applicant's voter registration data, including the
applicant's signature, to the secretary of state.

(c) The secretary of state shall prescribe additional
procedures as necessary to inplenent this section.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1136, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1105 (H. B. 2280), Sec. 9, eff. January
1, 2006.
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SUBCHAPTER D. PUBLI C LI BRARY
Sec. 20.091. APPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVI SI ONS. The ot her
provi sions of this chapter apply to a public library except
provisions that conflict with this subchapter.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.092. REGQ STRATION PROCEDURE. (a) A public library
shal |l provide to each person of voting age who applies in person for
an original or renewal of a library card an opportunity to conplete a
voter registration application form

(b) A public library shall use the official form prescribed by
the secretary of state.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.093. DECLI NATION FORM NOT REQUI RED. A public library
is not required to conply with the procedures prescribed by this
chapter relating to the formfor a declination of voter registration.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

SUBCHAPTER E. MARRI AGE LI CENSE OFFI CE
Sec. 20.121. APPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVI SIONS. The ot her
provi sions of this chapter do not apply to a marriage |license office
of the county clerk unless expressly provided ot herwi se by the other
provision or by rule of the secretary of state.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.122. REG STRATI ON PROCEDURES. (a) Wen an ori gi nal
marriage license is returned to the |licensees after being recorded,
the county clerk shall also deliver to the |icensees by mail two
voter registration application forns.

(b) The county clerk shall use the official form prescribed by
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the secretary of state.

(c) The application fornms nust be acconpani ed by a notice
informng the licensees that the applications may be submtted in
person or by mail to the voter registrar of the county in which they
reside or in person to a volunteer deputy registrar for delivery to
the voter registrar of the county in which they reside.

(d) The county clerk may maintain a witten record indicating
that a registration application was delivered to a |licensee.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 20.123. DECLI NATI ON FORM NOT REQUI RED. The county cl erk
is not required to conply with the procedures prescribed by this
chapter relating to the formfor a declination of voter registration.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

TI TLE 3. ELECTI ON OFFI CERS AND OBSERVERS
CHAPTER 31. OFFI CERS TO ADM NI STER ELECTI ONS
SUBCHAPTER A. SECRETARY OF STATE

Sec. 31.001. CH EF ELECTION OFFICER. (a) The secretary of
state is the chief election officer of the state.

(b) The secretary shall establish in the secretary's office an
el ections division with an adequate staff to enable the secretary to
performthe secretary's duties as chief election officer. The
secretary may assign to the elections division staff any function
relating to the adm nistration of elections that is under the
secretary's jurisdiction.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 14, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 31.002. OFFICIAL FORMS. (a) The secretary of state shal
prescri be the design and content, consistent with this code, of the
forms necessary for the adm nistration of this code other than Title
15. The design and content nmust enhance the ability of a person to
understand the applicable requirenents and to physically furnish the
required information in the space provided.
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(b) The secretary shall furnish sanples of the forns to:

(1) the appropriate authorities who have adm nistrative
duties under this code; and
(2) other persons who request a formfor duplication.

(c) The sanples of fornms shall be furnished w thout charge.

(d) An authority having adm nistrative duties under this code
shall use an official formin performng the adm nistrative
functions, except in an enmergency in which an official formis
unavail abl e or as otherw se provided by this code. Qher persons are
not required to use an official formunless expressly required to do
so by this code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 34, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1999,
76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 5.08, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Sec. 31.0021. CERTAIN OFFI Cl AL FORMS: | NCLUSI ON OF NEPOTI SM
| NFORMATION. (a) On forms designed and furnished by the secretary
of state for an application for a place on the ballot, the secretary
shall include a brief summary of:

(1) the nepotism prohibition inposed by Chapter 573,
Gover nnent Code; and

(2) alist of the specific kinds of relatives that are
i ncluded within the prohibited degrees of relationship prescribed by
Chapter 573, Governnent Code.

(b) Any other authority that designs and furni shes an
application for a place on the ballot shall include on that formthe
sanme sunmmary included on fornms prescribed by the secretary of state
under Subsection (a).

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 427, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 76, Sec. 5.95(25), eff. Sept. 1
1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H. B. 2309), Sec. 1.09, eff.
Septenber 1, 2005.

Sec. 31.003. UNIFORM TY. The secretary of state shall obtain
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and maintain uniformty in the application, operation, and
interpretation of this code and of the election |aws outside this
code. In performng this duty, the secretary shall prepare detailed
and conprehensive witten directives and instructions relating to and
based on this code and the election |aws outside this code. The
secretary shall distribute these materials to the appropriate state
and | ocal authorities having duties in the adm nistration of these

| aws.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.004. ASSI STANCE AND ADVICE. (a) The secretary of
state shall assist and advise all election authorities with regard to
t he application, operation, and interpretation of this code and of
the election | aws outside this code.

(b) The secretary shall maintain an informational service for
answering inquiries of election authorities relating to the
adm nistration of the election |laws or the performance of their
duti es.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.005. PROTECTI ON OF VOTI NG RI GHTS; ENFORCEMENT. (a)
The secretary of state nay take appropriate action to protect the
voting rights of the citizens of this state from abuse by the
authorities admnistering the state's electoral processes.

(b) The secretary of state may order a person performng
official functions in the adm nistration of any part of the el ectoral
processes to correct offending conduct if the secretary determ nes
that the person is exercising the powers vested in that person in a
manner that:

(1) inpedes the free exercise of a citizen's voting rights;
or

(2) unless acting under an order of a court of conpetent
jurisdiction, delays or cancels an election that the person does not
have specific statutory authority to delay or cancel.

(c) |If a person described by Subsection (b) fails to conply
with an order fromthe secretary of state under this section, the
secretary may seek enforcenment of the order by a tenporary
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restraining order or a wit of injunction or mandamus obt ai ned
t hrough the attorney general.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 30, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 31, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 31.0055. VOIING RI GHTS HOTLINE. (a) The secretary of
state shall establish a toll-free tel ephone nunber to allow a person
to report an existing or potential abuse of voting rights.

(b) A notice informng voters of the tel ephone nunber and the
pur pose for the nunber shall be included in the notice of voters
rights publicized under Section 62.0115.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 556, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 510 (H. B. 719), Sec. 1, eff. Septenber
1, 2005.

Sec. 31.006. REFERRAL TO ATTORNEY GENERAL. (a) If, after
receiving or discovering information indicating that crim nal conduct
in connection with an election has occurred, the secretary of state
determ nes that there is reasonabl e cause to suspect that crimna
conduct occurred, the secretary shall pronptly refer the information
to the attorney general. The secretary shall deliver to the attorney
general all pertinent docunments and information in the secretary's
possessi on.

(b) The docunments and information subm tted under Subsection
(a) are not considered public information until:

(1) the secretary of state nmakes a determ nation that the
i nformation recei ved does not warrant an investigation; or

(2) if referred to the attorney general, the attorney
general has conpleted the investigation or has nade a determ nation
that the information referred does not warrant an investigation.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.
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Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 7, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 1178 (S.B. 910), Sec. 5, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 2.08, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021.

Sec. 31.007. SUSPENSI ON OF PROVI SI ONS | MPLEMENTI NG NATI ONAL
VOTER REG STRATION ACT. (a) |If under federal |aw, order
regul ation, or other official action the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993 is not required to be inplenmented or enforced in whole
or in part, an affected state law or rule is suspended to the extent
that the law or rule was enacted or adopted to inplenent that Act,
and it is the intent of the legislature that the applicable law in
effect imediately before the enactnment or adoption be reinstated and
continued in effect pending enactnent of corrective state
| egi sl ation.

(b) On a finding by the secretary of state that a suspension of
a law or rule has occurred under Subsection (a), the secretary my
nodi fy applicabl e procedures as necessary to give effect to the
suspension and to reinstatenent of the procedures of the forner |aw.

(c) The secretary of state nmay adopt rules to inplenent this
section as necessary.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 35, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 31.008. COLLECTION OF | NFORVATI ON:  FORUM ON ELECTI ON COST
SAVINGS. (a) The secretary of state shall collect and maintain
i nformation on the nunber of elections held in this state and the
adm ni strative costs associated with the el ections.

(b) The secretary of state shall conduct an annual forumto
all ow election officials frompolitical subdivisions to exchange
i deas on the administration of elections, including issues related to
cost savings and efficiency in the conduct of elections. The
el ection officials shall be given the opportunity at the forumto
make reconmendati ons on proposed changes in the election | aws.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1219, Sec. 1, eff. June 20, 1997.
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Sec. 31.009. DI STRIBUTION OF CERTAIN FUNDS. (a) |If federal
funds are nade available to assist the state in the adm nistration of
el ections, including assistance for the phasing out or prohibition of
the use of punch-card ballot voting systens in this state, or state
funds are nade available to rei nburse political subdivisions for
expenses incurred in conducting a special election that is held
statew de, the secretary of state shall adm nister and distribute the
funds as appropriate to nost effectively facilitate the purposes for
whi ch the funds are nade avail abl e.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe any necessary rul es
and take any appropriate action to inplenent this section.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 537, Sec. 1, eff. June 11, 2001.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 1182 (H. B. 556), Sec. 1(a), eff.
June 15, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 1182 (H B. 556), Sec. 1(b), eff.
June 15, 2007.

Sec. 31.010. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF FEDERAL HELP AMERI CA VOTE ACT.
(a) The secretary of state may adopt rules as necessary to inplenent
the federal Help Anerica Vote Act of 2002.

(b) The secretary of state shall adopt rules establishing
stat e-based admi nistrative conplaint procedures to renmedy grievances
that neet the requirenments of Section 402(a) of the federal Help
America Vote Act of 2002.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 31.011. ELECTION | MPROVEMENT FUND. (a) The election
i nprovenent fund is created as a dedi cated account in the general
revenue fund and consists of federal funds designated for el ection
i nprovenent, matching funds fromthe state or a politica
subdi vi sion, and depository interest earned on the assets of the
f und.

(b) Mney in the fund may be appropriated only to provide
funding for the foll ow ng purposes:
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(1) to inprove election adm nistration at the state and
| ocal |evel;

(2) to make grants to |ocal governments for the inprovenent
or replacenent of voting systens;

(3) to create a single uniformofficial centralized
interactive voter registration database; and

(4) to conply with other election requirenents of the
federal government.

(c) The fund is exenpt fromthe application of Section 403. 095,

Gover nnent Code.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 31.012. VOITER EDUCATION. (a) The secretary of state and
the voter registrar of each county that maintains a website shal
provi de notice of the identification requirenents for voting
prescri bed by Chapter 63 and that straight ticket voting has been
el imnated pursuant to H B. 25, Acts of the 85th Legislature, Regular
Sessi on, 2017 on each entity's respective website in each | anguage in
whi ch voter registration and election materials are available. The
secretary of state shall prescribe the wording of the notice to be
i ncluded on the websites.

(b) The secretary of state shall conduct a statew de effort to
educate voters regarding the identification requirenents for voting
prescri bed by Chapter 63.

(b-1) As soon as practicable after Septenber 1, 2020, the
secretary of state shall distribute electronically to each county
el ection adm nistrator and the county chair of each political party
notice that straight ticket voting has been elim nated pursuant to
H B. 25, Acts of the 85th Legislature, Regular Session, 2017.

(c) The county clerk of each county shall post in a prom nent
| ocation at the clerk's office a physical copy of the notice
prescribed under Subsection (a) in each | anguage in which voter
registration materials are avail abl e.

(d) The secretary of state shall adopt rules and establish
procedures as necessary for the inplenentation of the elimnation of
straight-party voting to ensure that voters and county el ection
adm ni strators are not burdened by the inplenmentation.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 5, eff.
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Sept enber 1, 2011.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 404 (H.B. 25), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2020.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 404 (H. B. 25), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2020.

Sec. 31.013. MOBILE LOCATI ONS FOR OBTAI NI NG | DENTI FI CATI ON.

(a) The secretary of state shall establish a programusing nobile
units to provide election identification certificates to voters for
t he purpose of satisfying the requirenents of Section 63.001(b). A
nmobil e unit may be used at special events or at the request of a
constituent group.

(b) In establishing the program the secretary of state shal
consult with the Departnent of Public Safety on the creation of the
program security relating to the issuance of an el ection
identification certificate, best practices in issuing an el ection
identification certificate, and equipnment required to issue an
el ection identification certificate.

(c) The secretary of state may not charge a fee to a group that
requests a nobile unit established under this section.

(d) If the secretary of state cannot ensure the required
security or other necessary elements of the program the secretary of
state may deny a request for a nobile unit established under this
secti on.

(e) The secretary of state shall adopt rules necessary for the
i npl enentation of this section.

Added by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 410 (S.B. 5), Sec. 1, eff.
January 1, 2018.

Sec. 31.014. CERTIFI CATI ON OF ELECTRONI C DEVI CES TO ACCEPT
VOTERS. (a) The secretary of state shall prescribe specific
requi renents and standards, consistent with this code, for the
certification of an electronic device used to accept voters under
Chapter 63 that require the device to:
(1) produce an electronic copy of the list of voters who
were accepted to vote for delivery to the election judge after the
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pol |l s cl ose;

(2) display the voter's original signature in accordance
with Section 63.002;

(3) accept a voter for voting even when the device is off-
i ne;

(4) provide the full list of voters registered in the
county with an indication of the jurisdictional or distinguishing
nunber for each territorial unit in which each voter resides;

(5) tinme-stanp when each voter is accepted at a polling
pl ace, including the voter's unique identifier;

(6) if the county participates in the countyw de polling
pl ace program under Section 43.007 or has nore than one early voting
polling place, transmt a time stanp when each voter is accepted,
including the voter's unique identifier, to all polling place
| ocati ons;

(7) time-stanmp the receipt of a transm ssion under
Subdi vision (6); and

(8) produce in an electronic format conpatible with the
statewi de voter registration |ist under Section 18.061 data for
retention and transfer that includes:

(A) the polling location in which the device was used;
(B) the dated time stanp under Subdivision (5); and
(C© the dated tinme stanp under Subdivision (7).

(b) A device described by this section nust be certified
annual ly by the secretary of state.

(c) The secretary of state shall adopt rules that require a
devi ce described by this section used during the early voting period
or under the countyw de polling place program under Section 43.007 to
update data in real tinme. |If a county uses a device that does not
conply with the rule in two consecutive general elections for state
and county officers, the secretary of state shall assess a
nonconpl i ance fee. The nonconpliance fee shall be set at an anmpunt
determ ned by secretary of state rule.

Added by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 916 (H B. 4130), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 31.016. VOTI NG | NFORMATI ON ON SECRETARY OF STATE' S
WEBSI TE. (a) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures
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requiring the county officer responsible for adm nistering el ections
to submt contact information of the county election office to the
secretary of state for inclusion on the secretary of state's Internet
websi te, including:

(1) the street address and zip code;

(2) the mailing address if different fromthe address
provi ded in Subdivision (1);

(3) tel ephone nunber;

(4) facsimle nunber; and

(5) e-nmail address.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures requiring
each entity designating the location of a polling place, including an
early voting polling place, to subnmt information on the location to
the secretary of state for inclusion on the secretary of state's
| nternet website.

(c) For each polling place the information subm tted nust
i ncl ude:

(1) the nanme of the building in which the polling place is
| ocated, if avail abl e;

(2) the street address and zip code of the polling place;
and

(3) the days and hours of voting at each | ocation.

(d) The polling information under Subsection (c) shall be
posted on the secretary of state's Internet website in a downl oadabl e
formt.

(e) The secretary of state:

(1) may solicit and accept gifts, grants, and donations
fromany public or private source for the creation and mai nt enance of
the Internet website; and

(2) shall adopt rules as necessary to inplenent this
secti on.

Added by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1052 (H B. 933), Sec. 3,
eff. Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 31.017. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF ADM NI STRATI VE OVERSI GHT OF
COUNTY ELECTION. (a) 1In a county with a popul ation of nore than 4
mllion, the secretary of state's office may order admi nistrative
oversight of a county office admnistering elections or voter
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registration in the county if:

(1) an admnistrative election conplaint is filed with the
secretary of state by a person who participated in the rel evant
el ection as:

(A) a candi dat e;

(B) a county chair or state chair of a political party;

(C a presiding judge;

(D) an alternate presiding judge; or

(E) the head of a specific-purpose political commttee
t hat supports or opposes a neasure;

(2) the secretary of state has provided notice to the
county election official with authority over election adm nistration
or voter registration under Section 31.018; and

(3) the secretary of state, after conducting an
i nvestigation under Section 31.019, has good cause to believe that a
recurring pattern of problens with el ection admnistration or voter
registration exists in the county, including any recurring:

(A) malfunction of voting system equi pnent that
prevents a voter fromcasting a vote;

(B) carelessness or official m sconduct in the
distribution of election supplies;

(C errors in the tabulation of results that woul d have
affected the outcone of an el ection;

(D) violations of Section 66.053;

(E) discovery of properly executed voted ballots after
t he canvass of an election that were not counted; or

(F) failure to conduct maintenance activities on the
lists of registered voters as required under this code.

(b) The secretary of state shall make a determ nation on

whet her to inplenment adm nistrative oversi ght under Subsection (a)
not later than the 30th day after the earliest of:

(1) the day a response by the county election official with
authority over election admnistration or voter registration is
received by the secretary of state under Section 31.018;

(2) the last day the county election official with
authority over election admnistration or voter registration could
provi de a response to the secretary of state under Section 31.018; or

(3) the day the report on the findings of an investigation
is provided to the county election official with authority over
el ection adm nistration or voter registration under Section 31.019.
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Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 957 (S.B. 1933), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Sec. 31.018. NOTICE OF COWLAINT. (a) In a county with a
popul ation of nore than 4 mllion and not |ater than the 30th day
after receiving an adm nistrative election conplaint under Section
31.017(a) (1), the secretary of state shall provide notice of the
conplaint to the applicable county election official with authority
over election adm nistration or voter registration, including the
specific all egations against the election official in the conplaint.

(b) Subject to Subsection (c), not later than the 30th day
after receiving notice of the adm nistrative el ection conplaint under
Subsection (a), the county election official with authority over
el ection admnistration or voter registration nay provide a response
wi th any supporting docunentation relating to the conplaint or the
all egations in the conplaint to the secretary of state.

(c) If the admnistrative election conplaint filed under
Section 31.017(a) (1) concerns an election for which voting by
personal appearance has begun and the final canvass has not been
conpleted, the county election official with authority over election
adm ni stration or voter registration nust provide a response under
Subsection (b) not later than 72 hours after receiving notice of the
conpl ai nt under Subsection (a).

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 957 (S.B. 1933), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Sec. 31.019. | NVESTI GATION OF COWLAINT. (a) In a county with
a population of nore than 4 mllion, the secretary of state may
di rect personnel in the secretary of state's office to conduct an
i nvestigation on an adm ni strative el ection conplaint received under
Section 31.017(a)(1) and nust consider any response or supporting
docunent ati on provided by the county election official with authority
over election adm nistration or voter registration under Section
31.018, if applicable.

(b) If the secretary of state decides to conduct an
i nvestigation under Subsection (a), the secretary nust provide the
county election official with authority over election adm nistration
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or voter registration notice of the determ nation to conduct the
i nvestigation.
(c) After conpleting an investigation under this section, the

secretary of state nust provide a report on the findings of the
i nvestigation to:

(1) the county election official with authority over
el ection adm nistration or voter registration; and

(2) the individual who filed the adm nistrative el ection
conpl ai nt under Section 31.017(a)(1).

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 957 (S.B. 1933), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Sec. 31.020. COUNTY ELECTI ON OFFI CE OVERSI GHT BY SECRETARY. (a)
| f the secretary of state inplenents adm nistrative oversight under
Section 31.017, the secretary shall provide witten notice to the
county election official with authority over election adm nistration
or voter registration and the county judge of the determ nation by
the secretary to inplenment adm nistrative oversight in the county.
The notice must include the specific recurring pattern of problens
with election admnistration or voter registration identified by the
secretary under Section 31.017(a)(3).

(b) The authority of adm nistrative oversight over a county
granted to the secretary of state under this subchapter nust include:

(1) requiring the approval and review by the secretary of
state of any policies or procedures regarding the adm nistration of
el ections issued by the county; and

(2) authorizing all appropriate personnel in the secretary
of state's office to conduct in-person observations of the county
election office's activities, including any activities related to
el ection preparation, early voting, election day, and post-el ection
day procedures.

(c) The county election office being overseen by the secretary
of state shall provide sufficient access to the appropriate personnel
in the secretary of state's office to performtheir duties under
Subsection (b).

(d) Once each quarter during the period when the secretary of
state is overseeing elections in a county under Subsection (a), the
secretary shall submt a report regarding the activities of the
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oversi ght personnel to the nenbers of the county el ection conm ssion
and the county attorney.

(e) The secretary of state shall deliver the report required by
Subsection (d) in person to the county comm ssioners court if
requested by the conmm ssioners court.

(f) The secretary of state shall conduct the adm nistrative
oversight of a county until the earlier of:

(1) Decenber 31 of the even-nunbered year follow ng the
first anniversary of the date the conplaint was received under
Section 31.017(a)(1); or

(2) the date on which the secretary of state determ nes
that the recurring pattern of problenms with election adm nistration
or voter registration is rectified.

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 957 (S.B. 1933), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2028.

Sec. 31.021. REMOVAL OR TERM NATI ON OF COUNTY ELECTI ON OFFI Cl AL
AFTER ADM NI STRATI VE OVERSI GHT. (a) At the concl usion of
adm ni strative oversight under this subchapter, if the recurring
pattern of problenms with election adm nistration or voter
registration is not rectified or continues to inpede the free
exercise of a citizen's voting rights in the county, the secretary of
state may file a petition for the renoval under Section 87.015, Local
Gover nment Code, of the applicable county officer with authority over
el ection adm nistration or voter registration.

(b) At the conclusion of adm nistrative oversight under this
subchapter, the secretary of state may enter a witten order to
term nate the enploynent of a county elections admnistrator, in a
county that has the position, under Section 31.037(b).

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 957 (S.B. 1933), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Sec. 31.022. RULES. The secretary of state may adopt rules
necessary to inplenent the adm nistrative oversight of a county as
provi ded under this subchapter.

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 957 (S.B. 1933), Sec. 2, eff.
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Sept enber 1, 2023.

SUBCHAPTER B. COUNTY ELECTI ONS ADM NI STRATOR | N CERTAI N COUNTI ES
Sec. 31.031. CREATION OF POSITION. (a) The conm ssioners
court of a county with a population of 3.5 mllion or less by witten
order may create the position of county elections adm nistrator for

t he county.

(b) The order must state the date the creation of the position
of adm nistrator is effective. The effective date nay not be |ater
than 12 nonths after the date the order is adopted.

(c) To facilitate the orderly transfer of duties on the
effective date, the order may authorize the conm ssioners court to
enpl oy the adm nistrator-designate not earlier than the 90th day
before the effective date of the creation of the position, at a
salary not to exceed that to be paid to the adm nistrator.

(d) Not later than the third day after the date the order is
adopted, the county clerk shall deliver a certified copy of the order
to:

(1) the secretary of state; and
(2) each nenber of the county el ection conm ssion.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 338 (S.B. 893), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 952 (S.B. 1750), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2028.

Sec. 31.032. APPO NTMENT OF ADM NI STRATOR, COUNTY ELECTI ON

COM SSION. (a) The position of county elections adm nistrator is
filled by appointnent of the county el ection comm ssion, which
consi sts of:

(1) the county judge, as chair;

(2) the county clerk, as vice chair;

(3) the county tax assessor-collector, as secretary; and

(4) the county chair of each political party that nade
nom nations by primary election for the |ast general election for
state and county officers preceding the date of the neeting at which
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t he appoi ntnrent i s nade.

(b) The affirmative vote of a magjority of the conmm ssion's
menbership i s necessary for the appointnment of an adm nistrator.

(c) Each appointnment nust be evidenced by a witten resolution
or order signed by the nunber of comm ssion nenbers necessary to nmake
the appointnment. Not later than the third day after the date an
adm nistrator is appointed, the officer who presided at the neeting
shall file a signed copy of the resolution or order with the county
clerk. Not later than the third day after the date the copy is
filed, the county clerk shall deliver a certified copy of the
resolution or order to the secretary of state.

(d) The initial appointnment may be nmade at any tinme after the
adoption of the order creating the position.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 31.033. COW SSI ON MEETINGS. (a) The county election
conmi ssion shall nmeet at the call of the chair. However, the vice
chair or any three nmenbers of the comm ssion nmay call a neeting if
the calling authority considers a neeting to be necessary or
desirable and the chair fails to call the neeting after being
requested to do so.

(b) The authority calling a neeting shall set the date, hour,
and place for the neeting and shall deliver witten notice of the
time and place to each other conmm ssion nmenber not |ater than the
fourth day before the neeting date.

(c) Each nmenber who is present at a neeting is entitled to vote
on any matter that is put to a vote.

(d) Meetings of the county election comm ssion are subject to
Chapter 551, Governnment Code. In addition to posting notice as
requi red by Chapter 551, Governnent Code, the conmm ssion shal
provi de personal witten notice of a conm ssion neeting to the county
el ections adm nistrator in the time prescribed by Section 551. 043,
Government Code, for providing public notice.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 283 (H B. 1678), Sec. 2, eff.
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June 17, 2011.

Sec. 31.034. ELIGBILITY. To be eligible for appointnent as
county elections adm nistrator, a person nust be a qualified voter of
the state.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.035. RESTRICTIONS ON POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. (a) A
county el ections adm nistrator may not be a candidate for a public
office or an office of a political party, hold a public office, or
hold an office of or position in a political party. At the tine an
adm ni strator becones a candi date or accepts an office or position in
violation of this subsection, the adm nistrator vacates the position
of adm ni strator.

(b) A county elections adm nistrator conmts an offense if the
adm ni strator nmakes a political contribution or political
expenditure, as defined by the I aw regulating political funds and
canpai gns, or publicly supports or opposes a candidate for public
office or a neasure to be voted on at an election. An offense under
this subsection is a Cass A msdeneanor. On a final conviction, the
adm nistrator's enploynent is term nated, and the person convicted is
ineligible for future appoi ntnent as county el ections adm ni strator.

(c) In this section, "candi date" nmeans a person who has taken
affirmati ve action, as described by the |aw regul ating political
funds and canpai gns, for the purpose of gaining nomnation or
el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 17, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 31.036. RESIGNATION. The county election commssion is
the proper authority to receive and act on a resignation fromthe
position of county el ections adm nistrator.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 31.037. SUSPENSI ON OR TERM NATI ON OF EMPLOYMENT. (a) The
enpl oynment of the county el ections adm nistrator nay be suspended,
with or without pay, or termnated at any tine for good and
sufficient cause on the four-fifths vote of the county el ection
conm ssion and approval of that action by a majority vote of the
conm Ssi oners court.

(b) In a county with a population of nore than 4 mllion, the
secretary of state may enter a witten order to termnate the
enpl oynent of a county elections admnistrator at the concl usi on of
adm ni strative oversight of the county elections admnistrator's
of fice under Subchapter A if the recurring pattern of problens wth
el ection admnistration or voter registration is not rectified or
continues to inpede the free exercise of a citizen's voting rights in
t he county.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1341 (S.B. 1233), Sec. 9, eff.
June 17, 2011.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 957 (S.B. 1933), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Sec. 31.038. FILLING VACANCY. (a) A vacancy in the position
of county elections admnistrator is filled by appointnent of the
county el ection conm ssion.

(b) An appointnment to fill an anticipated vacancy arising from
a resignation to take effect at a future date nay be made at any tine
after the resignation is accepted.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.039. SALARY; STAFF; OPERATING EXPENSES. (a) The
comm ssioners court shall set the nunber of deputies and ot her
persons that the county el ections adm ni strator may enpl oy.

(b) Repealed by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1272, Sec. 1, eff.
June 18, 2005.

(c) The conm ssioners court nmay allow the autonobil e expense
that it considers necessary to the admnistrator and to any of the
admnistrator's enployees in the performance of their official
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duti es.

(d) The conm ssioners court shall provide the adm nistrator
with suitable office space and with the equi pnment and operating
expenses needed for the proper conduct of the office.

(e) The amount initially appropriated by the comm ssioners
court for the operating expenses of the admnistrator's office may
not be less than the total anmount |ast appropriated to the county
clerk and the county tax assessor-collector for the functions
assigned to the adm ni strator.

(f) Except as provided by Subsection (g), a person enployed on
a full-time basis by the admnnistrator's office is subject to Section
31.035 in the sane manner as the adm nistrator.

(g) Section 31.035(b) does not apply to a person enployed on a
full-time basis by the admnistrator's office in a county with a
popul ation of 1.2 mllion or less that has an el ection adm nistrator.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 536, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1272 (H B. 2199), Sec. 1, eff. June 18,
2005.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 448 (H B. 2401), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 644 (H B. 4559), Sec. 26, eff.
Septenber 1, 2028.

Sec. 31.040. BOND. (a) Before assumng the duties of a county
el ections adm nistrator, the person appointed to the position nust
give a bond that is in an anpbunt set by the conm ssioners court, not
to exceed $20, 000, payable to the county judge, approved by the
commi ssioners court, and conditioned on the faithful performance of
the duties of the position.

(b) The conmm ssioners court or the admnistrator may require
any or all of the admnistrator's deputies, other than unpaid
vol unteer deputy registrars, to give a bond simlar to that required
of the adm nistrator in an anpunt not exceeding the anount of the
adm ni strator's bond.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 31.041. SEAL. The county el ections adm ni strator shal
have an official seal, on which shall be inscribed a star with five
poi nts surrounded by the words "County El ecti ons Adm ni strator,
County, Texas", for use in certifying docunents required
to be inpressed with the seal of the certifying officer.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.042. TRANSFER OF RECORDS. As soon as practicable after
the effective date of the creation of the position of county
el ections admnistrator, the officer fornmerly serving as the voter
regi strar shall transfer to the admnistrator all records pertaining
to voter registration, and the county officer formerly required to
conduct elections shall transfer to the admnistrator all voting
equi pnent and supplies of which the officer has custody and al
records in the officer's possession that pertain to an unconpl eted
el ection. The comm ssioners court shall determ ne which records of
prior elections are to be transferred to the adm nistrator and which
are to remain with the officer.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.043. DUTIES OF ADM NI STRATOR GENERALLY. The county
el ections adm ni strator shall perform

(1) the duties and functions of the voter registrar;

(2) the duties and functions placed on the county clerk by
t hi s code;

(3) the duties and functions relating to elections that are
pl aced on the county clerk by statutes outside this code, subject to
Section 31.044; and

(4) the duties and functions placed on the adm ni strator
under Sections 31.044 and 31. 045.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.044. DI VISION OF CERTAI N DUTI ES BETWEEN COUNTY CLERK
AND ADM NI STRATOR. (a) Wth respect to neetings of the
conmi ssioners court, including neetings at which the only business
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conducted pertains to elections, the county clerk shall performthe
clerk's regularly prescribed duties in giving notice of and preparing
t he agenda for the neetings, attending the neetings and nmaking a
record of the proceedings, preparing and mai ntaining the m nutes of
the court, and filing and preserving copies of the court's orders,
except as provided by Subsection (b). The county el ections

adm ni strator shall cooperate with the county clerk in supplying
information on election matters that are to be brought before the
court and shall attend or be represented at the neetings of the court
at which election nmatters are considered. The county clerk shal
furnish the admnistrator with a copy of each order of the court that
pertains to or affects an el ection, and the adm ni strator shal

mai ntain the copies on file.

(b) The adm nistrator is responsible for providing the clerical
assi stance needed by the conm ssioners court in canvassing precinct
election returns. The adm nistrator shall maintain the official file
of the court's tabulation of election results, and the county clerk
need not maintain a file of copies of the tabul ations.

(c) In an election on a neasure in which the comm ssioners
court is the final canvassing authority, if a statute requires the
county clerk to record an order of the court in its mnutes declaring
whet her the measure carried or failed, the county clerk shall perform
that duty. A copy of the order shall also be filed in the office of
the admnistrator. |If a statute requires the county clerk to certify
the result of the election to sone other authority, the clerk shal
performthat duty.

(d) If a statute provides for the ordering of an election on a
nmeasure by the commi ssioners court, the county judge, or another
county authority on subm ssion of a petition requesting the election,
the adm ni strator shall performthe duties that the statute places on
the county clerk in connection with filing the petition, determning
its validity, and any other matters preceding the ordering of the
el ecti on.

(e) If a statute prescribing the procedure for creating a
political subdivision provides for the ordering of an election by a
county authority as a step in the creation process, the adm nistrator
shall performthe duties that the statute places on the county clerk
in connection with matters preceding the entry of the order on
whet her the election will be ordered, including the filing of a
petition for the creation, the holding of any hearing on the
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proposal, the filing of any report or other document that is a step
in the procedure, and the taking of any appeal fromthe order on

whet her the election is to be ordered. |f the holding of an el ection
ordered by a county authority is not one of the steps in the creation
process, the county clerk shall performthe duties placed on that
officer in connection with the creation of a political subdivision.

(f) |If a statute provides that the return of an el ection notice
for an el ection ordered by a county authority is to be recorded in
the m nutes of the conm ssioners court, the return shall be filed in
the office of the adm nistrator.

(g) The county clerk is the proper officer to receive and post
copi es of proposed constitutional anendnents under Article XVII,
Section 1, of the Texas Constitution. However, the secretary of
state shall also send a copy of each proposed anendnent to the
adm nistrator for the admnistrator's information.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 18, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 31.045. CLASSI FI CATI ON OF DUTI ES BY SECRETARY OF STATE.

(a) The secretary of state shall adopt rules consistent with
Sections 31.043 and 31.044 that classify the duties and functions

pl aced on the county clerk by statutes outside this code according to
whet her they are to be perfornmed by the county el ections

adm ni strator or by the county clerk

(b) If the adm nistrator or county clerk of a county having the
position of adm nistrator is uncertain as to which person should
performa duty or function that the secretary has not classified, the
person shall request the secretary to classify that duty or function,
and the secretary shall conply with the request as soon as
practi cabl e.

(c) The secretary shall deliver a copy of each rule proposed
under this section to the admnistrator and to the county clerk of
each county having the position of admi nistrator not later than the
fifth day after the date notice of the proposal is published in the
Texas Regi ster and shall deliver a copy of each adopted rule to those
persons not later than the fifth day after the date the certified
copy of the rule is filed in the secretary's office. Failure to
conply with this subsection does not affect the validity of a rule.
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(d) On receiving notice of the creation of the position of
adm nistrator in a county, the secretary shall deliver to the county
clerk a current set of the rules adopted under this section. On
receiving notice of the initial appointnment of the adm nistrator, the
secretary shall deliver a set of the rules to the adm nistrator

(e) The secretary may, on 30 days' notice, adopt a rule
classifying a duty or function if the rule is needed in a shorter
time than provided by the regul ar rul emaki ng process. The rule is
consi dered an energency rule for purposes of Chapter 2001, Governnent
Code. The secretary is not required to give notice of the proposed
rul e under Subsection (c), but the secretary nmust give notice of the
rul e’ s adoption under that subsection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 76, Sec. 5.95(49), eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 31.046. M SDI RECTI ON OF DOCUMENT. (a) |If a docunent that
should be filed with or submtted to the county el ections
adm nistrator is mailed to the county clerk or vice versa, the person
recei ving the docunent shall note on the document or the envelope in
which it is received the tinme of its receipt and shall pronptly
deliver it to the proper person. |If the statute under which the
docunent is filed or submtted does not specify that the filing or
submi ssion is to be made with the admnistrator in a county having
that position, the tineliness of the filing or submssion is
determ ned, as appropri ate:

(1) by the tinme of mailing; or
(2) by the tinme of receipt by the person to whomthe
docunent is addressed.

(b) If a docunent that should be filed with or submtted to the
county elections adm nistrator is delivered in person to the county
clerk or vice versa, the person to whomthe delivery is made shal
direct the person making the delivery to the proper office.

(c) If a statute specifies that a docunment is to be filed with
or submtted to the county clerk w thout specifying that the filing
or submssion is to be nade with the county el ections adm ni strator
in a county having that position and the office to accept the filing
or subm ssion is changed to the adm nistrator under this subchapter
a filing or subm ssion nmade with the county clerk has the sanme |ega
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effect as if made with the adm nistrator if the clerk accepts and
files the docunent.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.047. ACTION BY WRONG OFFICER.  If a statute specifies
that an action is to be taken by the county clerk w thout specifying
that it is to be taken by the county elections admnistrator in a
county having that position, an action taken by the county clerk
wi t hout objection fromthe adm nistrator has the sane | egal effect as
if taken by the adm nistrator.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.048. ABOLISH NG PCSITION. (a) The conm ssioners court
by witten order may abolish the position of county el ections
adm ni strator at any tine.

(b) After the effective date of an order abolishing the
position of adm nistrator, the county tax assessor-collector is the
voter registrar, and the duties and functions of the county clerk
that were performed by the admi nistrator revert to the county clerk
unl ess a transfer of duties and functions occurs under Section 12.031
or 31.071.

(c) Not later than the third day after the date an order
abol i shing the position of adm nistrator is adopted, the county clerk
shall deliver a certified copy of the order to the secretary of
state.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 338 (S.B. 893), Sec. 4, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Sec. 31.049. CRIMNAL PENALTIES. A statute prescribing a
crimnal penalty against the county clerk or the clerk's deputies or
ot her enpl oyees for conduct relating to duties or functions
transferred to the county el ections adm nistrator applies to the
adm nistrator or to the adm nistrator's deputies or enpl oyees as
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appropri at e.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 31.050. ABOLI SHVENT OF PCSI TI ON AND TRANSFER OF DUTIES I N
CERTAI N COUNTIES. On Septenber 1, 2023, all powers and duties of the
county el ections admnistrator of a county with a popul ation of nore
than 3.5 mllion under this subchapter are transferred to the county
tax assessor-collector and county clerk. The county tax assessor-
coll ector shall serve as the voter registrar, and the duties and
functions of the county clerk that were performed by the
adm nistrator revert to the county clerk, unless a transfer of duties
and functions occurs under Section 12.031 or 31.071.

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 952 (S.B. 1750), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2023.

SUBCHAPTER C. TRANSFER OF ELECTI ON DUTI ES TO COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-
COLLECTOR

Sec. 31.071. TRANSFER OF DUTIES. (a) The comm ssioners court
by witten order may transfer to the county tax assessor-coll ector
the duties and functions of the county clerk in connection with the
conduct of elections if the county tax assessor-collector and county
clerk agree to the transfer.

(b) The order nmust state the effective date of the transfer of
duties and functions.

(c) Not later than the third day after the date the order is
adopted, the county clerk shall deliver a certified copy of the order
to the secretary of state.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 338 (S.B. 893), Sec. 5, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Sec. 31.072. APPLICABILITY OF OTHER SECTIONS. To the extent
practicable, Sections 31.043-31.047 and Section 31.049 apply to the
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transfer of election duties and functions under this subchapter. For
this purpose, the references in those sections to the creation of the
position of county elections adm nistrator nean the transfer of
duties and functions under this subchapter, and the references in

t hose sections to the county el ections adm nistrator nmean the county
t ax assessor-collector.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.073. TRANSFER OF RECORDS. As soon as practicable after
the effective date of a transfer of duties and functions under
Section 31.071, the county clerk shall transfer to the county tax
assessor-col l ector all voting equi prent and supplies of which the
clerk has custody and all records in the clerk's possession that
pertain to an unconpleted election. The comm ssioners court shal
determ ne which records of prior elections are to be transferred to
the county tax assessor-collector and which are to remain with the
county clerk.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.074. APPROPRI ATI ON BY COW SSI ONERS COURT. The anount
initially appropriated by the comm ssioners court for the duties and
functions to be performed by the county tax assessor-coll ector under
this subchapter may not be | ess than the anmount | ast appropriated to
the county clerk for the sanme purpose.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.075. GQGUIDELINES. The secretary of state shall prepare
advi sory budgetary gui delines for the performance of the duties and
functions of the county tax assessor-collector that are consolidated
after inplenentation of this subchapter.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.076. RESCISSION OF TRANSFER CRDER. (a) The
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commi ssioners court by witten order may rescind an order adopted
under Section 31.071 at any tine after two years have el apsed from
the date the order was adopted, to becone effective on a date stated
in the order.

(b) Not later than the third day after the date the rescission
order is adopted, the county clerk shall deliver a certified copy of
the order to the secretary of state.

(c) On the effective date of the rescission, the county clerk
shal | performthe duties and functions previously transferred to the
county tax assessor-collector unless the position of county elections
adm ni strator is created.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 338 (S.B. 893), Sec. 6, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER D. CONTRACT FOR ELECTI ON SERVI CES
Sec. 31.091. DEFINITIONS. In this subchapter:

(1) "County election officer” means the county el ections
admnistrator in counties having that position, the county tax
assessor-collector in counties in which the county clerk's el ection
duties and functions have been transferred to the tax assessor-
collector, and the county clerk in other counties.

(2) "Election services contract” neans a contract executed
under this subchapter

(3) "Contracting authority" neans the governing body of a
political subdivision or the county executive commttee of a
political party that enters into a contract under this subchapter

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.092. CONTRACT FOR ELECTI ON SERVI CES AUTHORI ZED. (a)
The county el ection officer may contract with the governing body of a
political subdivision situated wholly or partly in the county served
by the officer to performelection services, as provided by this
subchapter, in any one or nore el ections ordered by an authority of
the political subdivision.

(c) An election services contract need not be submtted to the
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commi ssioners court for approval.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1076 (H B. 1614), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1091 (H B. 2069), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.10, eff.
Septenber 1, 2005.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 921 (H B. 3167), Sec. 17.001(20),
eff. Septenber 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 8, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.

Sec. 31.0925. REQUEST FOR SERVI CES REQUI RED. (a) This section
applies only to a political subdivision:
(1) that is located entirely in a county:
(A) with a population of nore than 500,000 that is
served by a county el ections adm nistrator; and
(B) that does not contain a nunicipality with a
popul ati on of nore than 150, 000; and
(2) that is not an irrigation district created under the
authority of Section 52(b)(1) or (2), Article Ill, or Section 59,
Article XVl, Texas Constitution.

(b) The governing body of a political subdivision shall request
an election services contract with the county el ections adm ni strator
to performall duties and functions of the political subdivision in
relation to an election that may be transferred under this subchapter
if the political subdivision receives a petition requesting the
contract signed by a nunber of registered voters residing in the
political subdivision that is equal to or exceeds one percent of al
votes cast in the nost recent general election held by the political
subdi vi si on

(c) A petition under this section nust be submtted to the
clerk of the political subdivision before January 1 of the year in
whi ch the election to be adm nistered under the requested el ection
services contract will be held.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 802 (S.B. 1402), Sec. 1, eff.
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June 19, 20009.

Sec. 31.093. DUTY TO CONTRACT. (a) Subject to Section
41.001(d), if requested to do so by a political subdivision, the
county elections adm nistrator shall enter into a contract to furnish
the el ection services requested, in accordance with a cost schedul e
agreed on by the contracting parti es.

(b) A county elections adm nistrator may but is not required to
enter into a contract to conduct a training programfor election
j udges and cl erks.

(c) On request of the county chair of a political party hol ding
a primary election in the county, the county election officer shal
contract with the county executive commttee of the party to perform
el ection services, as provided by this subchapter, in the party's
general primary election and runoff primary election in accordance
with a cost schedul e agreed on by the contracting parties.

(d) In a contract required by Subsection (c), the county
el ection officer may not prevent the county chair or the chair's
desi gnee from supervi sing the conduct of the primary el ection,
including the tabulation of results, as required by Chapter 172. A
county election officer who violates this subsection commts an
of fense. An offense under this subsection is a Cass B m sdeneanor.

(e) A county election officer nust offer to contract on the
same terns with the county executive comrittee of each politica
party holding a primary election in the county.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 9, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 828 (H. B. 1735), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.
Transferred, redesignated and anended by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S.,
Ch. 828 (H. B. 1735), Sec. 2, eff. Septenber 1, 2017.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 828 (H.B. 1735), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2017.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 32, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.
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Sec. 31.094. SERVI CES PERFORVABLE UNDER CONTRACT. Subject to
Sections 31.096 and 31.097, an el ection services contract nay provide
for the county election officer to performor to supervise the
performance of any or all of the corresponding duties and functions
that the officer perforns in connection with a countyw de el ection
ordered by a county authority.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.095. DELEGATION TO DEPUTIES. (a) The county election
of ficer may assign deputies to performany of the contracted
servi ces.

(b) In a county not having the office of county el ections
adm nistrator, the county clerk or county tax assessor-collector, as
appropriate, nmay delegate to the deputy in charge of the officer's
el ections division the authority to enter into election services
contracts and to supervise their performnce.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.096. NONTRANSFERABLE FUNCTI ONS. An el ection services

contract may not change:

(1) the authority with whom applications of candidates for
a place on a ballot are filed;

(2) the authority with whom docunents are filed under Title
15; or

(3) the political subdivision's requirenent to maintain
of fice hours under Section 31.122.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 33, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Sec. 31.097. EARLY VOTING (a) An election services contract
may provide that the county election officer's deputies may serve as
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deputy early voting clerks even if the officer is not to serve as the
early voting clerk or supervise early voting.

(b) If the county election officer is to serve as the early
voting clerk or is to provide deputies to serve as deputy early
voting clerks, the officer's witten order appointing a pernmanent or
tenporary deputy of the officer as a deputy early voting clerk is
sufficient, without the necessity for an appoi ntnment by any ot her
aut hority.

(c) A permanent deputy of the county election officer is not
subject to the eligibility requirenents of this subsection. For a
tenporary deputy of the officer to be eligible for appointnment as a
deputy early voting clerk, the deputy nust have the qualifications
for appointnment as a presiding election judge except that:

(1) an appointee is not required to be a qualified voter of
any particular territory other than the county served by the county
el ection officer or the political subdivision in which the election
is held; and

(2) if an enployee of the contracting political subdivision
i s appoi nted, the appointee's status as an enpl oyee does not
di squalify the appointee fromserving in an election in which an
officer of the political subdivision is a candi date.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.36; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec.
20, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 31.098. PAYMENT OF ELECTI ON EXPENSES. (a) An election
services contract may authorize the county election officer to
contract with third persons for election services and supplies and
may provide that the officer will pay the clains for those el ection
expenses or that the contracting authority will make the paynents
directly to the claimants.

(b) If a contract provides that the contracting authority is to
pay the clainms of third persons, the county election officer becones
the agent of the authority and may contract with third persons in the
nanme of the authority with respect to election expenses within the
scope of the officer's duties, and the officer is not liable for the
authority's failure to pay a claim
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(c) |If a contract provides that the county election officer is
to pay the expenses, the contracting authority is not liable for the
officer's failure to pay a claim

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 31.099. FILING COPIES OF CONTRACT. (a) Not later than
the 10th day after the date an el ection services contract is
executed, the county election officer shall file a copy of the
contract with:

(1) the county treasurer or, in a county not having a
treasurer, the county judge; and

(2) the county auditor or, in a county not having an
auditor, the county judge.

(b) Repealed by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107
), Sec. 99(5), eff. Septenmber 1, 2021.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 99(5), eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 31.100. DI SPOsITI ON OF CONTRACT MONEY; PAYMENT OF
CONTRACTI NG OFFI CER S EXPENSES. (a) Money paid to a county el ection
of fi cer under an el ection services contract shall be deposited in a
separate fund in the county treasury. The county el ection officer
may meke expenditures fromthe fund w thout budgeting or
appropriation by the conmm ssioners court. However, clains against
the fund shall be audited and approved in the sanme manner as ot her
cl ai ns against the county before they are paid.

(b) Only actual expenses directly attributable to an el ection
services contract may be paid fromthe el ection services contract
fund, and the county election officer may not charge for performng
any duties that the officer is required by law to perform

(c) An election services contract must include an item zed |i st
of estimated el ection expenses. |If the estinmated expenses, not
i ncluding the fee charged under Subsection (d), exceed the actual
expenses, the anmount of the difference shall be refunded to the
contracting authority.
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(d) The county election officer nmay not be personally
conpensated for election services perforned under an el ection
services contract. A fee charged by the officer for general
supervi sion of the election my not exceed 10 percent of the total
amount of the contract, but may not be | ess than $75.

(e) Salaries of personnel regularly enployed by the county
el ection officer shall be paid fromfunds regul arly budgeted and
appropriated for that purpose, except that those enpl oyees may be
paid fromthe el ection services contract fund for contractual duties
performed outside of normal business hours. Salaries and wages paid
to persons tenporarily enployed to performduties under an el ection
services contract shall be paid out of the election services contract
fund. The armount paid fromthe fund may not exceed the normal rate of
pay in that locality for the sane or simlar services.

(f) A surplus in the election services contract fund may be
used only to defray expenses of the county election officer's office
in connection with election-related duties or functions. The
secretary of state shall prescribe regulations for the use of any
surplus in a fund.

(g) The conm ssioners court may not consider the availability
of the election services contract fund in adopting the county budget
for the office of the county election officer.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 622, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

SUBCHAPTER E. M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS
Sec. 31.121. PRESIDI NG OFFI CER FAI LI NG TO ACT. Two or nore

menbers of the governing body of a political subdivision may perform
a duty placed by this code on the presiding officer of the governing
body if the office is vacant or the presiding officer fails to
performthe duty unless:

(1) a single nenber of the governing body designated by | aw
to act in place of the presiding officer perforns the duty; or

(2) this code specifies that the duty is to be perfornmed by
anot her authority acting in place of the presiding officer.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 31.122. OFFI CE HOURS OF ELECTI ON AUTHORI TY DURI NG ELECTI ON
PERI OD. (a) Except as provided by Section 31.123, each county
clerk, city secretary, or secretary of the governing body of a
political subdivision other than a county or city or the authority
perform ng the duties of a secretary under this code shall keep that
officer's office open for election duties for at |east three hours
each day, during regular office hours, on regul ar business days
during the period:

(1) beginning not later than the 50th day before the date
of each general election of the political subdivision or the third
day after the date a special election is ordered by an authority of
the political subdivision; and

(2) ending not earlier than the 40th day after el ection
day.

(b) If the political subdivision is an independent school
district, a regular business day neans a day on which the school
district's main business office is regularly open for business.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1219, Sec. 2, eff. June 20, 1997.

Sec. 31.123. APPO NTMENT OF AGENT DURI NG ELECTION PERI CD. (a)
|f the secretary of the governing body of a political subdivision
ot her than a county or city or the authority perform ng the duties of
a secretary under this code does not maintain an office during the
hours and days required by Section 31.122, the secretary or other
authority shall appoint another officer or enployee of the political
subdi vi sion as the secretary's or authority's agent to performthe
duties provided by this section. The appointnent is subject to the
approval of the political subdivision s governing body.

(b) The agent shall maintain office hours, as directed by the
appointing authority, for at |east the hours and days required by
Section 31.122, in the agent's regular office, the office of the
appointing authority, or an office designated by the governi ng body
of the political subdivision served by the authority.

(c) The agent shall maintain in the agent's office the
docunents, records, and other papers relating to the election that:

(1) by law are placed in the custody of the authority
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appoi nting the agent; and

(2) are public information.

(d) The agent shall:

(1) receive any personally delivered docunent relating to
the election that the appointing authority is authorized or required
to receive; and

(2) nake avail able for inspection and copying, in
accordance with applicable regul ations, the docunents, records, and
ot her papers that are required to be maintained in the agent's office
under Subsection (c).

(e) The appointing authority may authorize the agent to perform
any other mnisterial duties in connection with the election that my
lawful ly be perforned by an enpl oyee of the appointing authority.

(f) The appointing authority shall post, on the bulletin board
used for posting notice of neetings of the political subdivision's
governi ng body, a notice containing the agent's nanme, the |ocation of
the agent's office, the agent's office hours, and duration of the
agent's appointnent. The notice shall remain continuously posted
during the mninmum period for maintaining the agent's office.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 21, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 31.124. PROVI SION OF NOTI CE TO COUNTY CHAI RS BY ELECTI ON
AUTHORI TY. (a) A county election officer of each county shall hold
a neeting with the county chair of each political party to discuss,
as appropriate, the followng for each primary el ection or general
el ection for state and county officers:

(1) the lists provided by each political party under
Section 85.009;

(2) the lists provided by each political party under
Section 87.002(c);

(3) the inplenentation of Subchapters A, B, C, and D
Chapter 87; and

(4) holding a joint primary, entering into an el ection
services contract, and polling place |ocations.

(b) A county election officer of each county shall deliver
witten notice of the tine and place of the neeting required by
Subsection (a) not later than 72 hours before the neeting date to the
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county chair of each political party that nmade nom nations by prinmary
el ection for the general election for state and county officers
precedi ng the date of the neeting.

(c) The notice required by Subsection (b) may be delivered by
United States mail, electronic mail, or other nmethod of witten
communi cation, as determ ned by the county el ection officer.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 255 (H. B. 1136), Sec. 1, eff.
June 17, 2011.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 34, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 31.125. COUNTY WEBSITE. (a) The county officer
responsi ble for adm nistering elections shall post on the county's
I nternet website contact information for the county election office
i ncl udi ng:

(1) the street address and zip code;

(2) the mailing address if different fromthe address
provi ded in Subdivision (1);

(3) tel ephone nunber;

(4) facsimle nunber; and

(5) e-mail address.

(b) For each polling place located in the county, the county
shal | post on the county's Internet website:

(1) the nane of the building in which the polling place is
| ocated, if avail abl e;

(2) the street address and zip code of the polling place;
and

(3) the days and hours of voting at each | ocati on.

(c) This section applies only to a county that maintains an
| nt ernet website.

Added by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1052 (H B. 933), Sec. 4,
ef f. Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 31.126. PROH BI TED CONTRI BUTIONS. (a) Wthout the
witten consent of the secretary of state, the joint elections
comm ssion, county el ection comm ssion, and county el ection board may
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not :
(1) accept a contribution of $1,000 or nore, including the
val ue of in-kind donations, offered by:
(A) a private individual;
(B) a business entity, including a:
(1) corporation;
(ii) partnership; or
(iii) trust; or
(C© another third party; or
(2) use a contribution described by Subdivision (1) to
performa function of adm nistering elections.

(b) The secretary of state may grant consent under Subsection
(a) only if:

(1) the secretary consults with the governor, the
I i eut enant governor, and the speaker of the house of representatives
on the proposed donation; and

(2) the governor, the |ieutenant governor, and the speaker
of the house of representatives unani nously agree to the secretary's
grant of consent.

(c) The joint elections conm ssion, county el ection conm ssion,
and county el ection board may accept a contribution of |ess than
$1,000 only with witten consent fromthe relevant political
subdi vi si on

(d) This section does not prohibit the acceptance of:

(1) an in-kind contribution of food or beverage for
el ection workers during the adm nistration of an el ection;

(2) any state or federal funds adm nistered or distributed
by the secretary of state, including funds adm ni stered and
di stributed under Section 31.009, or other state or federal funds
made available to political subdivisions to performa function
related to el ections; or

(3) an offer for use, without charge or for a reduced fee,
of a public or private building or a portion of a building for the
pur poses of conducting an election, including for use as a polling
pl ace desi gnated under Chapter 43.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 1000 (H B. 2283), Sec. 1
ef f. Septenber 1, 2021.
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Sec. 31.127. TRAINING (a) In this section, "county election
of ficer" has the nmeaning assigned by Section 31.091(1).

(b) The secretary of state shall provide a standardi zed
training programand naterials for county election officers in the
same manner it provides such a programto el ection judges and cl erks
under Subchapter F, Chapter 32.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 360 (S.B. 231), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Redesi gnated from El ecti on Code, Section 31.126 by Acts 2023, 88th
Leg., RS., Ch. 768 (H B. 4595), Sec. 24.001(14), eff. Septenber 1
2023.

Sec. 31.128. RESTRICTION ON ELIGBILITY. (a) |In this section,
"election official" does not include a chair of a county political
party holding a primary election or a runoff primary el ection.

(b) A person may not serve as an election official if the
person has been finally convicted of an offense under this code.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 8.01,
eff. Decenber 2, 2021.

Sec. 31.129. CIVIL PENALTY. (a) In this section, "election
official" has the meani ng assigned by Section 31.128.
(b) An election official may be liable to this state for a
civil penalty if the official:
(1) is enployed by or is an officer of this state or a
political subdivision of this state; and
(2) violates a provision of this code.
(c) Acivil penalty inposed under this section may include
term nation of the person's enploynent and | oss of the person's
enpl oynment benefits.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 8.01,
ef f. Decenmber 2, 2021.

Sec. 31.130. SUT AGAINST ELECTI ON OFFI CER. An acti on,
including an action for a wit of mandanus, alleging that an el ection
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of ficer violated a provision of this code while acting in the
officer's official capacity may only be brought against the officer
in the officer's official capacity.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 8.01,
eff. Decenber 2, 2021.

SUBCHAPTER F. JO NT ELECTI ONS ADM NI STRATOR
Sec. 31.151. DEFINITION. In this subchapter, "participating
entity" nmeans a political subdivision for whomthe joint elections
adm ni strator conducts el ections under this subchapter.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Sec. 31.152. CREATION OF POSITION. (a) A political
subdi vi sion seeking to create the position of joint elections
adm ni strator shall send notice requesting creation of that position
to:

(1) if the political subdivision seeking creation is a
county:
(A) at least one political subdivision |ocated wholly
or partly in the county; or
(B) at |least one adjacent county; or
(2) if the political subdivision seeking creation is not a
county, the conm ssioners court of a county in which the political
subdi vision is wholly or partly | ocat ed.

(b) Notice under Subsection (a)(2) may al so be sent to any
ot her political subdivision wholly or partly located in the sane
county.

(c) A county receiving notice under Subsection (a)(1)(B) may
provi de a copy of the notice to any political subdivision wholly or
partly located in that county.

(d) The position of joint elections admnistrator is created
for a single county if the conm ssioners court of a county and the
governi ng body of one or nore political subdivisions |located in that
county separately adopt a witten order creating the position in the
manner in which that body approves orders.

(e) The position of joint elections admnistrator is created
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for nultiple counties if the comm ssioners courts of two or nore

adj acent counties and, if applicable, the governing body of one or
nmore political subdivisions |ocated in either county separately adopt
a witten order creating the position in the manner in which that
body approves orders. A political subdivision my not adopt a
witten order creating the position of joint elections adm nistrator
unl ess a county in which the political subdivision is wholly or
partly | ocated adopts a witten order creating the position.

(f) An order adopted under Subsection (d) or (e) nust state the
date the creation of the position of joint elections admnistrator is
effective. The effective date may not be later than 12 nonths after
the date the required orders are adopted.

(g) To facilitate the orderly transfer of duties on the
effective date, the order nmay authorize the enploynent of the joint
el ections adm ni strator-designate not earlier than the 90th day
before the effective date of the creation of the position, at a
salary not to exceed that to be paid to the county clerk of the nost
popul ous county sharing the joint elections adm nistrator.

(h) Not later than the third day after the date the order is
adopted, the chair of the joint elections conm ssion shall deliver a
certified copy of the order to:

(1) the secretary of state;

(2) each nmenber of the county election conm ssion, if any;
and

(3) a representative fromeach participating entity.

(i) A political subdivision |located in nore than one county may
not create a joint elections admnistrator with nore than one county
if the counties do not share a joint elections adm nistrator.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 338 (S.B. 893), Sec. 7, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 31.153. JONT ELECTIONS COWM SSION. (a) The joint
el ecti ons conm ssion consists of:
(1) fromeach county that has adopted an order to have its
el ections conducted by the joint elections adm nistrator, the county
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j udge, county clerk, and county tax assessor-coll ector;

(2) fromeach county described in Subdivision (1), the
county chair of each political party that nmade nom nations by primary
el ection for the last general election for state and county officers
precedi ng the date of the neeting at which the appoi ntnment is nade;
and

(3) a representative fromeach participating entity other
than a county.

(b) The nmenbers of the joint el ections comm ssion shal
annual Iy desi gnat e:

(1) a chair, who nust be a county judge;

(2) a vice chair, who nust be a county clerk; and

(3) a secretary, who nust be a county tax assessor-
col l ector.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Sec. 31.154. APPO NTMENT OF JO NT ELECTI ONS ADM NI STRATOR. (a)
The position of joint elections admnistrator is filled by
appoi ntnent of the joint elections conm ssion.

(b) To be appointed, a joint elections adm ni strator nust
receive the affirmative vote of a mpjority of the joint elections
comm ssion's nmenbershi p. Each nmenber voting in favor of the
appoi nt ment nust sign the resolution or order appointing the
adm ni strator.

(c) Not later than the third day after the date a joint
el ections adm nistrator is appointed, the officer who presided at the
nmeeting shall file a signed copy of the resolution or order with the
secretary of the joint elections commssion. Not |ater than the
third day after the date the copy is filed, the secretary of the
conmi ssion shall deliver a certified copy of the resolution or order
to the secretary of state.

(d) The initial appointnment nay be nade at any tinme after the
adoption of the order creating the position.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.
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Sec. 31.155. COWM SSION MEETINGS. (a) The joint elections
conmi ssion shall nmeet at the call of the chair. However, the vice
chair or any three nenbers of the conm ssion may call a neeting if
the calling authority considers a neeting to be necessary or
desirable and the chair fails to call the nmeeting after being
requested to do so.

(b) The authority calling a neeting shall set the date, hour,
and place for the neeting and shall deliver witten notice of the
time and place to each other joint elections comm ssion nenber not
|ater than the fourth day before the neeting date.

(c) Each nmenber who is present at a neeting is entitled to vote
on any matter that is put to a vote.

(d) Meetings of the joint elections comm ssion are subject to
Chapter 551, Governnent Code. In addition to posting notice as
requi red by Chapter 551, Governnent Code, the comm ssion shal
provi de personal witten notice of a comm ssion neeting to the joint
el ections adm nistrator in the time prescribed by Section 551. 043,
Gover nment Code, for providing public notice.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 283 (H. B. 1678), Sec. 3, eff.
June 17, 2011.

Sec. 31.156. ELIGBILITY. To be eligible for appointnent as
joint elections admnistrator, a person nust be a qualified voter of
this state.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.

Sec. 31.157. RESIGNATION. The joint elections commssion is
the proper authority to receive and act on a resignation fromthe
position of joint elections adm nistrator.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.
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Sec. 31.158. TERM NATI ON OF EMPLOYMENT. The enpl oynment of the
joint elections adm nistrator may be term nated at any tinme for good
and sufficient cause on:

(1) the vote of not less than four-fifths of the nmenbers of
the joint elections comm ssion; and

(2) the approval of that action by a majority vote of the
governing bodies of a majority of the participating entities.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.

Sec. 31.159. FILLING VACANCY. (a) A vacancy in the position
of joint elections admnistrator is filled by appointnment of the
joint elections comm ssion.

(b) An appointnment to fill an anticipated vacancy arising from
a resignation to take effect at a future date may be nade at any tine
after the resignation is accepted.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Sec. 31.160. SALARY; STAFF; OPERATI NG EXPENSES. (a) The joint
el ections conmm ssion shall set the nunmber of deputies and ot her
persons that the joint elections adm nistrator may enpl oy.

(b) The joint elections conm ssion may all ow the autonobil e
expense that it considers necessary to the joint elections
admnistrator and to any of the admnistrator's enpl oyees in the
performance of their official duties.

(c) The joint elections conm ssion shall provide the joint
el ections adm nistrator wwth suitable office space and with the
equi pnent and operating expenses needed for the proper conduct of the
of fice.

(d) The participating entities shall share the cost of the
operating expenses of the joint elections admnistrator's office, as
determ ned by the participating entities. The total anount initially
appropriated by the governing bodies of the participating entities
for the operating expenses of the admnistrator's office may not be
| ess than the total anmount | ast appropriated to the |east popul ous
participating county's county clerk and county tax assessor-collector
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for the functions assigned to the adm nistrator.

(e) The joint elections adm nistrator for a county with a
popul ation of 1.2 mllion or nore that has an el ections adm ni strator
is subject to Section 31.035 in the sane manner as a county el ections
adm nistrator. A person enployed on a full-tinme basis by the joint
el ections adm nistrator's office for that county is subject to
Section 31.035 in the sanme manner as the joint elections
adm ni strator.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.
Amended by:

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 644 (H B. 4559), Sec. 27, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2023.

Sec. 31.161. BOND. (a) Before assuming the duties of a joint
el ections adm nistrator, the person appointed to the position nust
give a bond that is in an anount set by the joint elections
conmmi ssi on, not to exceed $20,000, payable to the comm ssion chair,
approved by the conm ssion, and conditioned on the faithful
performance of the duties of the position.

(b) The joint elections conm ssion or the joint elections
adm nistrator may require any or all of the adm nistrator's deputies,
ot her than unpaid volunteer deputy registrars, to give a bond simlar
to that required of the adm nistrator in an anount not exceeding the
amount of the admi nistrator's bond.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Sec. 31.162. SEAL. The joint elections adm nistrator shal
have an official seal, on which shall be inscribed a star with five
poi nts surrounded by the words "Joint Elections Adm nistrator,
County, Texas", for use in certifying docunents required
to be inpressed with the seal of the certifying officer. The seal
must include the nanme of each participating county.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.
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Sec. 31.163. TRANSFER OF RECORDS. As soon as practicable after
the effective date of the creation of the position of joint elections
adm nistrator, the officer formerly serving as the voter registrar
shall transfer to the admnistrator all records pertaining to voter
registration, and the officers of the participating entities fornerly
required to conduct elections shall transfer to the adm nistrator al
voti ng equi prent and supplies of which the officer has custody and
all records in the officer's possession that pertain to an
unconpl eted election. The joint elections comm ssion shall determ ne
whi ch records of prior elections are to be transferred to the
adm ni strator and which are to remain with the officer.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.

Sec. 31.164. DUTIES OF ADM NI STRATOR GENERALLY. (a) The joint
el ections adm ni strator shall perform

(1) the duties and functions of the voter registrar, except
as provided by Subsection (b);

(2) the duties and functions relating to elections placed
by this code on an officer of a participating entity fornerly
required to conduct el ections;

(3) the duties and functions relating to el ections placed
by statutes outside this code on an officer of a participating entity
formerly required to conduct el ections, subject to Section 31.165;
and

(4) the duties and functions placed on the adm ni strator
under Sections 31.165 and 31. 166.

(b) The joint elections adm nistrator may serve as the voter
registrar only in the county or counties that created the
admnistrator's position. For territory of a participating entity
| ocated in another county, the officer designated under Section
12.001 as the voter registrar for that county retains the duties of
the voter registrar.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.
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Sec. 31.165. DI VISION OF CERTAI N DUTI ES BETWEEN OFFI CER AND
ADM NI STRATOR. (a) Wth respect to neetings of the governing body
of a participating entity, including neetings at which the only
busi ness conducted pertains to elections, the officer of the
participating entity formerly required to conduct el ections shal
performthe officer's regularly prescribed duties in giving notice of
and preparing the agenda for the neetings, attending the neetings and
maki ng a record of the proceedings, preparing and naintaining the
m nutes of the governing body, and filing and preserving copies of
t he governing body's orders, except as provided by Subsection (b).
The joint elections adm nistrator shall cooperate with the officer in
supplying information on election natters that are to be brought
before the governi ng body and shall attend or be represented at the
neeti ngs of the governing body at which election matters are
considered. The officer shall furnish the adm nistrator with a copy
of each order of the governing body that pertains to or affects an
el ection, and the adm nistrator shall maintain the copies on file,

(b) The joint elections adm nistrator is responsible for
provi ding the clerical assistance needed by the governing body in
canvassi ng precinct election returns. The adm nistrator shal
mai ntain the official file of the governing body's tabul ati on of
el ection results, and the officer need not maintain a file of copies
of the tabul ations.

(c) In an election on a neasure in which the governing body is
the final canvassing authority, if a statute requires the officer to
record an order of the governing body in its mnutes declaring
whet her the nmeasure carried or failed, the officer shall performthat
duty. A copy of the order shall also be filed in the office of the
joint elections admnistrator. |If a statute requires the officer to
certify the result of the election to sone other authority, the
of ficer shall performthat duty.

(d) If a statute provides for the ordering of an election on a
measure by the governing body, the presiding officer of that body, or
anot her authority of the entity on subnission of a petition
requesting the election, the joint elections adm nistrator shal
performthe duties that the statute places on the participating
entity's officer in connection with filing the petition, determning
its validity, and any other matters preceding the ordering of the
el ection.

(e) If a statute prescribing the procedure for creating a
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political subdivision provides for the ordering of an election by a
participating entity as a step in the creation process, the joint

el ections adm nistrator shall performthe duties that the statute
pl aces on an officer of that entity in connection with natters
preceding the entry of the order on whether the election will be
ordered, including the filing of a petition for the creation, the
hol di ng of any hearing on the proposal, the filing of any report or
ot her docunent that is a step in the procedure, and the taking of any
appeal fromthe order on whether the election is to be ordered. |If
t he hol ding of an election ordered by a participating entity is not
one of the steps in the creation process, the entity's officer shal
performthe duties placed on that officer in connection with the
creation of a political subdivision.

(f) If a statute provides that the return of an el ection notice
for an election ordered by a participating entity is to be recorded
in the mnutes of the governing body of the entity, the return shal
be filed in the office of the joint el ections adm nistrator.

(g) The county clerk is the proper officer to receive and post
copi es of proposed constitutional amendnments under Section 1, Article
XVIl, Texas Constitution. However, the secretary of state shall also
send a copy of each proposed anendnent to the joint elections
adm ni strator for the admnistrator's information.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.

Sec. 31.166. CLASSI FI CATI ON OF DUTI ES BY SECRETARY OF STATE.
(a) The secretary of state shall adopt rules consistent with
Sections 31.164 and 31.165 that classify the duties and functions
pl aced on the officers of the participating entities by statutes
outside this code according to whether they are to be perforned by
the joint elections adm nistrator or by the officer.

(b) If the joint elections adm nistrator or officer of a
participating entity is uncertain as to which person should performa
duty or function that the secretary of state has not classified, the
person shall request the secretary to classify that duty or function,
and the secretary shall conply with the request as soon as
practi cabl e.

(c) The secretary of state shall deliver a copy of each rule
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proposed under this section to the joint elections adm nistrator and
to the officer of each participating entity in this state not |ater
than the fifth day after the date notice of the proposal is published
in the Texas Regi ster and shall deliver a copy of each adopted rule
to those persons not later than the fifth day after the date the
certified copy of the rule is filed in the secretary's office.
Failure to conply with this subsection does not affect the validity
of a rule.

(d) On receiving notice of the creation of the position of
joint elections adm nistrator for a county, the secretary of state
shall deliver to the county clerk a current set of the rul es adopted
under this section. On receiving notice of the initial appointnent
of the adm nistrator, the secretary shall deliver a set of the rules
to the adm nistrator

(e) The secretary of state may, on 30 days' notice, adopt a
rule classifying a duty or function if the rule is needed in a
shorter tine than provided by the regul ar rul emaki ng process. The
rule is considered an energency rule for purposes of Chapter 2001,
Government Code. The secretary is not required to give notice of the
proposed rul e under Subsection (c), but the secretary nmust give
notice of the rule's adoption under that subsection.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Sec. 31.167. M SDI RECTI ON OF DOCUMENT. (a) |If a docunent that

should be filed with or submtted to the joint elections
adm nistrator is mailed to an officer of a participating entity or
vi ce versa, the person receiving the docunent shall note on the
docunent or the envelope in which it is received the tine of its
recei pt and shall pronptly deliver it to the proper person. |If the
statute under which the docunment is filed or submtted does not
specify that the filing or submssion is to be made with the
el ections adm nistrator of a political subdivision having that
position, the tineliness of the filing or subm ssion is determ ned,
as appropri ate:

(1) by the tine of nmailing; or

(2) by the tinme of receipt by the person to whomthe
docunent is addressed.
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(b) If a docunent that should be filed with or submtted to the
joint elections admnistrator is delivered in person to an officer of
a participating entity or vice versa, the person to whomthe delivery
is made shall direct the person making the delivery to the proper
of fice.

(c) If a statute specifies that a docunent is to be filed with
or submitted to an officer without specifying that the filing or
submi ssion is to be made with the elections admnistrator of a
political subdivision having that position and the office to accept
the filing or subm ssion is changed to the joint elections
adm ni strator under this subchapter, a filing or subm ssion nade with
the officer has the sane legal effect as if made with the
adm nistrator if the officer accepts and files the docunent.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.

Sec. 31.168. ACTION BY WRONG OFFICER. If a statute specifies
that an action is to be taken by an officer w thout specifying that
it is to be taken by the elections adm nistrator of a political
subdi vi sion having that position, an action taken by the officer
wi t hout objection fromthe adm nistrator has the sane | egal effect as
if taken by the adm nistrator.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Sec. 31.169. ADD TION OR W THDRAWAL OF POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS
(a) A political subdivision that has not created the position of
joint elections adm nistrator and that has territory in or is a
county adjacent to a county using a joint elections adm nistrator may
use the joint elections admnistrator to conduct the elections of the
political subdivision as provided by this subchapter, if approved by
t he governing body of the political subdivision and the joint
el ections conm ssion. Follow ng approval by both entities under this
subsection, the political subdivisionis entitled to representation
on the joint elections conm ssion, as provided by Section
31.153(a)(3).

(b) A political subdivision, other than the county that sent

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 183 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/SB00493F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/SB00493F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

noti ce seeking creation under Section 31.152(a)(1) or to which the
noti ce was sent under Section 31.152(a)(2), may cease using the joint
el ections adm nistrator to conduct the elections of the political
subdi vi si on under this subchapter, if approved by the governing body
of the political subdivision. Follow ng approval by the governing
body under this subsection, the political subdivision is not entitled
to representation on the joint elections conm ssion.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.

Sec. 31.170. ABOLISH NG POSITION. (a) The joint elections
commi ssion or the conmm ssioners court of each participating county by
witten order may abolish the position of joint elections
adm ni strator at any tine.

(b) After the effective date of an order abolishing the
position of joint elections adm nistrator, the county tax assessor-
collector is the voter registrar of the county, and the duties and
functions of the officer of a participating entity that were
performed by the adm nistrator revert to the officer, unless a
transfer of duties and functions occurs under Section 12.031 or
31. 071.

(c) Not later than the third day after the date an order
abol i shing the position of joint elections adm nistrator is adopted,
the county clerk of the nobst popul ous participating county shal
deliver a certified copy of the order to the secretary of state.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 338 (S.B. 893), Sec. 8, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Sec. 31.171. CRIMNAL PENALTIES. A statute prescribing a
crimnal penalty against an officer of a participating entity or the
of ficer's deputies or other enployees for conduct relating to duties
or functions transferred to the joint elections adm nistrator applies
to the admnistrator or to the admnistrator's deputies or enpl oyees
as appropri ate.
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Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 148 (S.B. 493), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

CHAPTER 32. ELECTI ON JUDGES AND CLERKS
SUBCHAPTER A. APPO NTMENT OF ELECTI ON JUDGES

Sec. 32.001. PRESID NG JUDGE AND ALTERNATE FOR EACH ELECTI ON
PRECINCT. (a) A presiding election judge and an alternate presiding
judge shall be appointed for each election precinct in which an
el ection is held.

(b) The alternate presiding judge shall serve as presiding
judge for an election if the regularly appointed presiding judge
cannot serve.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 32.002. JUDGES FOR COUNTY ELECTION. (a) The
conmi ssioners court shall appoint the election judges for each
regul ar county el ection precinct:

(1) at its July termin a county with a popul ati on of over
500, 000; or

(2) at its August termin a county with a popul ati on of
500, 000 or | ess.

(b) Judges appoi nted under Subsection (a) serve for a term of
one year, except that the comm ssioners court by order recorded in
its mnutes may provide for a termof two years. A judge's term
begi ns:

(1) August 1 follow ng appointnent in a county to which
Subsection (a)(1) applies; or

(2) Septenber 1 follow ng appointnent in a county to which
Subsection (a)(2) applies.

(c) The presiding judge and alternate presiding judge nust be
affiliated or aligned with different political parties, subject to
this subsection. Before July of each year in a county to which
Subsection (a)(1) applies or before August of each year in a county
to which Subsection (a)(2) applies, the county chair of a political
party whose candi date for governor received the highest or second
hi ghest nunber of votes in the county in the nost recent
gubernatorial general election shall submt in witing to the
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commi ssioners court a list of nanes of persons in order of preference
for each precinct who are eligible for appointnent as an el ection
judge. The county chair may supplenent the list of nanes of persons
until the 20th day before a general election or the 15th day before a
special election in case an appoi nted el ection judge becones unabl e
to serve. The conm ssioners court shall appoint the first person
neeting the applicable eligibility requirenents fromthe |ist
submtted in conpliance with this subsection by the party with the
hi ghest nunber of votes in the precinct as the presiding judge and
the first person neeting the applicable eligibility requirenents from
the list submtted in conpliance with this subsection by the party
wi th the second highest nunber of votes in the precinct as the
alternate presiding judge. If the candidates for governor of two
political parties received the same nunber of votes in the precinct,
the first person neeting the applicable eligibility requirenents from
the list submtted by the party whose candi date for governor received
t he hi ghest nunmber of votes in the county shall be appointed as the
presiding judge and the first person neeting the applicable
eligibility requirenments fromthe |ist submtted by the party whose
candi date for governor received the second highest nunber of votes in
the county shall be appointed as the alternate presiding judge. The
conmmi ssioners court may reject the list if the persons whose nanes
are submtted on the list are determ ned not to neet the applicable
eligibility requirenents.

(c-1) For purposes of this subsection, the county chair shal
provide a list of nanes of persons eligible for appointnent as
el ection judges. Judges of countyw de polling places established
under Section 43.007 nmust be appointed fromthe |ist of nanes of
persons submtted by the county chair in conpliance with Subsection
(c) except that in appointing a person fromthe list the
commi ssioners court shall apportion the nunber of judges in direct
proportion to the percentage of precincts |ocated in each county
conmi ssioners precinct won by each party in the |ast gubernatori al
el ection, the conm ssioners court is not required to nmake the
appoi ntments based on specific polling |locations or precincts, a
presiding judge or alternate presiding judge is not required to serve
in a polling place located in the precinct in which the judge
resi des, and nore than one presiding judge or alternate presiding
j udge may be selected fromthe sane precinct to serve in polling
pl aces not located in the precinct in which the judges reside. The
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county chairs may submt, and the conm ssioners court nmay preapprove,
t he appoi ntment of nore presiding judges or alternate presiding

judges than necessary to fill avail able positions. The county clerk
may sel ect an individual whose appoi ntnent was preapproved by the
conmi ssioners court to fill a vacancy in a position that was held by

an individual fromthe sane political party. Oher than a judge's
party affiliation, nothing in this subsection precludes a county
clerk fromplacing an el ection officer at a countyw de polling place
based on the need for services at that |ocation.

(d) The county clerk, after naking a reasonable effort to
consult with the party chair of the appropriate political party or
parties, shall submt to the conm ssioners court a |list of names of
persons eligible for appointnment as presiding judge and alternate
presiding judge for each precinct in which an appointnment is not nade
under Subsection (c). The conm ssioners court shall appoint an
eligible person fromthe list who is affiliated or aligned with the
appropriate party, if available.

(e) The comm ssioners court shall fill a vacancy in the
position of presiding judge or alternate presiding judge for the
remai nder of the unexpired term An appointnent to fill a vacancy

may be made at any regular or special termof court. Not |ater than
48 hours after the county clerk becones aware of a vacancy, the
county clerk shall notify the county chair of the sanme politica

party with which the original judge was affiliated or aligned of the
vacancy. Not later than the fifth day after the date of notification
of the vacancy, the county chair of the same political party with

whi ch the original judge was affiliated or aligned shall submt to

t he comm ssioners court in witing the nane of a person who is
eligible for the appointnment. |If a nane is submtted in conpliance
with this subsection, the comm ssioners court shall appoint that
person to the unexpired term If a nane is not submtted in
conpliance with this subsection, the county clerk shall submt to the
conmi ssioners court a list of nanes of persons eligible as an

appoi ntee for the unexpired term The conmm ssioners court shal
appoint an eligible person fromthe list who is affiliated or aligned
with the sane party, if avail able.

(f) Subject to Section 32.003, the judges appoi nted under this
section shall serve in each election ordered by the governor or a
county authority in which the regular county election precincts are
required to be used.
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(g) Following an oral warning to the election judge and with
t he concurrence of the county chair of the sane political party with
which the judge is affiliated or aligned, the county clerk may
remove, replace, or reassign an election judge who causes a
di sruption in a polling location or wilfully disobeys the provisions
of this code. A vacancy created under this subsection shall be
filled in the same nmanner as an emergency appoi ntment under Section
32. 007.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 8, 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1009, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 89 (S.B. 896), Sec. 1, eff. Septenber
1, 2005.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 351 (H. B. 1145), Sec. 1, eff.
January 1, 2010.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 10, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 828 (H. B. 1735), Sec. 4, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S., Ch
Sept enber 1, 2017.

828 (H. B. 1735), Sec. 5, eff.

Sec. 32.003. JUDGES FOR CONSOLI DATED COUNTY ELECTI ON PRECI NCTS.
If election precincts are consolidated in a special election in which
the regul ar county election precincts are required to be used, the
commi ssioners court shall appoint the election judges to serve in
each consolidated precinct fromanong the judges appointed for the
preci ncts conprising the consolidated precinct.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 32.004. JUDGES FOR OTHER ELECTI ONS ORDERED BY COUNTY
AUTHORI TY. Except as otherw se provided by law, for an el ection
ordered by a county authority in which use of the regular county
el ection precincts is not required, the authority ordering the
el ection shall appoint the el ection judges.

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 188 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/79R/billtext/html/SB00896F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/81R/billtext/html/HB01145F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/82R/billtext/html/HB02817F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/85R/billtext/html/HB01735F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/85R/billtext/html/HB01735F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 32.005. JUDGES FOR ELECTI ONS OF OTHER POLI TI CAL
SUBDI VI SIONS. (a) The governing body of a political subdivision
ot her than a county shall appoint the election judges for elections
ordered by an authority of the political subdivision.

(b) The governing body shall determ ne whether appointnents
under Subsection (a) are for a single election or for a definite term

not to exceed two years. |f appointnents are made for a term the
governi ng body shall set the duration and begi nning date of the term
and shall fill vacancies in unexpired ternmns.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 32.006. JUDGES FOR PRI MARY ELECTIONS. (a) The county
chair of a political party holding a prinmary election shall appoint
for each primary the judges for each precinct in which the election
will be held in the county and fill any vacancy that occurs in the
position of presiding judge or alternate presiding judge.

(b) Repealed by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S., Ch. 828 (H. B. 1735
), Sec. 63, eff. Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 22, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 828 (H.B. 1735), Sec. 6, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 828 (H. B. 1735), Sec. 63, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Sec. 32.007. EMERGENCY APPO NTMENT. (a) |If neither the
presiding judge nor the alternate presiding judge can serve in an
el ection and their inability to serve is discovered after the 20th
day before a general election or the 15th day before a speci al
el ection, the presiding officer of the appointing authority or the
authority if a single officer shall appoint a replacenent judge to
preside at the election, subject to Subsection (f). |If the
appointing authority is unavailable, the authority responsible for
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distributing the supplies for the election shall appoint the
repl acenent judge.

(b) If a person authorized to act as presiding judge is not
present at the polling place at the tine for opening the polls, on
receiving information of the absence, the authority authorized to
appoi nt a replacenent under Subsection (a) shall investigate the
absence and appoint a replacenent judge, subject to Subsection (f),
unl ess the authority learns that a previously appointed judge wll
i mredi ately report for duty.

(c) The appointing authority shall pronptly give notice of the
energency appointnment to the authority responsible for distributing
the supplies for the election. As soon as practicable but not |ater
than the time for closing the polls for the election, the appointing
authority shall prepare a witten nenorandum of the appoi ntnent and
deliver a signed copy to the presiding officer of the |ocal
canvassing authority and to the general custodian of election
records. The copies shall be preserved for the period for preserving
the precinct election records.

(d) A judge appointed under this section serves only for the
el ection for which the appointnment is made.

(e) In this chapter, "emergency appointnent" nmeans an
appoi nt mrent nade under this section.

(f) A person who is appointed as a replacenent for a judge
originally appointed under Section 32.002 nmust be affiliated or
aligned with the sane political party as was the original judge, if
possi bl e, and the appointing authority shall make a reasonable effort
to consult with the party chair of the appropriate political party
bef ore maki ng an appoi ntment under this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 89 (S.B. 896), Sec. 2, eff. Septenber
1, 2005.

Sec. 32.008. ORDER OF APPO NTMENT. (a) The appointnent of
el ection judges nust be made by witten order.

(b) The order of appointnent need not be recorded in the
m nutes of the appointing authority.
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(c) An order nmaking an appointnent for a single election shal
be preserved for the period for preserving the precinct election
records. An order making an appointnent for a termshall be
preserved for the | onger of:

(1) the termfor which the appointnent is nade; or
(2) the period for preserving precinct election records in
the last election in which an appoi ntee serves under the order.

(d) This section does not apply to an energency appoi nt nment.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 32.009. NOTICE OF APPO NTMENT. (a) Each presiding
el ection judge and alternate presiding judge shall be given witten
noti ce of the appoi ntnent as provided by this section.

(b) The authority responsible for distributing the supplies for
the election for which the judge is appointed shall prepare and
deliver the notice not |later than the 20th day after the date the
appoi ntnment i s nade.

(c) The notice nust state whether the appointnent is for a
single election or for aterm |[If the appointnment is for a term the
notice nust state the duration and begi nning date of the term

(d) A notice to a presiding judge nust state the name, address,
and any avail abl e tel ephone nunber and e-mail address of the
alternate, and a notice to an alternate nust state the nane, address,
and any avail abl e t el ephone nunber and e-mail address of the
presi di ng judge.

(e) If an appointnent is for a single election, the notice
required by this section and the notice required by Section 4.007 may
be conbi ned and given by the authority responsible for giving either
of the two notices, as agreed between the two authorities.

(f) This section does not apply to an energency appoi ntment or
to an appointnment for a primary el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 828 (H. B. 1735), Sec. 7, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Sec. 32.011. CONFLICTS WTH OTHER LAW (a) A hone-rule city
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charter supersedes this subchapter to the extent of any conflict.

(b) A law outside this subchapter that prescribes a different
appointing authority for election judges supersedes this subchapter
with respect to the appointing authority.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 32.012. PROVI SI ON OF | NFORVATI ON RELATI NG TO ELECTI ON
JUDGES APPO NTED BY COWM SSI ONERS COURT. (a) After the
commi ssioners court appoints a presiding election judge and an
alternate presiding judge, the county clerk shall provide to the
county chair of each political party a list of the individuals
appoi nted by the conmm ssioners court.

(b) The appointnent |ist nmust be provided in witing.

Added by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S., Ch. 828 (H. B. 1735), Sec. 8, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2017.

SUBCHAPTER B. APPO NTMENT OF ELECTI ON CLERKS
Sec. 32.031. PRESIDI NG JUDGE TO APPO NT CLERKS. (a) The
presi ding judge for each election precinct shall appoint the election
clerks to assist the judge in the conduct of an election at the
polling place served by the judge.
(b) The appointnent of an election clerk is for a single
el ection only.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 32.032. ALTERNATE PRESI DI NG JUDGE AS CLERK. In an
el ection conducted by the regularly appointed presiding judge, the
presi ding judge shall appoint the alternate presiding judge as one of
t he cl erks.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 32.033. NUMBER OF CLERKS. (a) The authority that
appoints the el ection judges shall prescribe the nmaxi num nunber of
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clerks that each presiding judge may appoint for each election. The
authority may prescribe different maximuns for different types of
el ecti ons.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), the presiding judge
shal | appoint at |least two clerks for each precinct in each election
and may appoint as many additional clerks, within the prescribed
limt, as are necessary for the proper conduct of the el ection.

(c) In each election ordered by the governor or a county
authority in which the regular county election precincts are required
to be used, the presiding judge shall appoint clerks for each
precinct in the nunber, within the prescribed Iimt, the judge
consi ders necessary for the proper conduct of the election.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 3(a), eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Sec. 32.034. CLERKS FOR ELECTI ONS FOR FEDERAL, STATE, AND
COUNTY OFFICES. (a) The clerks for the general election for state
and county officers or for a special election to fill a vacancy in an
office regularly filled at the general election shall be selected
fromdifferent political parties if possible.

(b) The county chair of a political party whose candi date for
governor received the highest or second hi ghest nunber of votes in
the county in the nost recent gubernatorial general election may, not
|ater than the 25th day before a general election or the 10th day
before a special election to which Subsection (a) applies, submt to
a presiding judge a list containing the nanmes of at |east two persons
who are eligible for appointnent as a clerk. If atinely list is
submtted, the presiding judge shall appoint at |east one clerk from
the list, except as provided by Subsection (c).

(c) If only one additional clerk is to be appointed for an
el ection in which the alternate presiding judge will serve as a
clerk, the clerk shall be appointed fromthe list of a political
party with which neither the presiding judge nor the alternate judge

is affiliated or aligned, if such alist is submtted. |[If two such
lists are submtted, the presiding judge shall decide fromwhich |ist
the appointnment will be made. |If such a list is not submtted, the

presiding judge is not required to make an appointnment fromany |ist.
(d) The presiding judge shall nake an appoi ntnent under this
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section not later than the fifth day after the date the judge
receives the list and shall deliver witten notification of the
appoi ntnment to the appropriate county chair.

(e) |If a presiding judge has not been appointed at the tinme the
county chair of a political party is required to submt a list of
nanmes for the appointnent of a clerk under this section, the |ist of
nanmes shall be subnmitted to the county chair of the political party
whose candi date for governor received the nost votes in the precinct
in the nost recent gubernatorial election and to the comm ssioners
court. The county chair, or the conmm ssioners court in a county
wi thout a county chair, shall appoint clerks fromthe list in the
same manner provided for a presiding judge to appoint clerks by this
secti on.

(f) Followng an oral warning to the election clerk and with
t he concurrence of the county chair of the same political party with
which the election clerk is affiliated or aligned, the county clerk
may renove, replace, or reassign an election clerk who causes a
di sruption in a polling location or wilfully di sobeys the provisions
of this code. A vacancy created under this subsection shall be
filled by the presiding judge, who shall appoint a replacenent
el ection clerk who is affiliated or aligned with the same political
party as the original clerk, if possible.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 24, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Amended by:
Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 89 (S.B. 896), Sec. 3, eff. Septenber
1, 2005.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 828 (H. B. 1735), Sec. 9, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Sec. 32.035. CONFLICTS WTH CITY CHARTER. (a) Except as
provi ded by Subsection (b), a home-rule city charter supersedes this
subchapter to the extent of any conflict.

(b) A hone-rule city charter may not provide for fewer than
three election officers for each el ection precinct.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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SUBCHAPTER C. ELIGE BILITY

Sec. 32.051. GENERAL ELI G BILITY REQU REMENTS. (a) Except as
provi ded by Subsection (b), to be eligible to serve as a judge of an

el ection precinct, a person mnust:
(1) be a qualified voter of the precinct; and
(2) for a regular county election precinct for which an
appoi ntnment is made by the conm ssioners court, satisfy any

additional eligibility requirenments prescribed by witten order of

t he comm ssioners court.

(b) If the authority nmaking an appoi ntnment of a presiding judge
or alternate presiding judge cannot find an eligible qualified voter

of the precinct who is willing to accept the appointnent, the
eligibility requirenment for a clerk prescribed by Subsection (c)
appl i es.

(c) Except as provided by Section 32.0511, to be eligible to

serve as a clerk of an election precinct, a person nmust be a
qualified voter:

(1) of the county, in a countyw de el ection ordered by the

governor or a county authority or in a primary election;
(2) of the part of the county in which the election is

hel d, for an election ordered by the governor or a county authority

t hat does not cover the entire county of the person's residence;

(3) of the political subdivision, in an election ordered by

an authority of a political subdivision other than a county.

(d) Repealed by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 1235, Sec.
26(2), eff. Septenber 1, 2009.

(e) Repealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1002, Sec.
ef f. Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by

Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 517 (S.B. 1134), Sec. 1, eff.

Septenber 1, 2009.
Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch
eff. Septenber 1, 2009.
Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1002 (H B. 2194), Sec. 5, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.
Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch
Septenber 1, 2011
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Sec. 32.0511. SPECIAL ELIGEBILITY REQU REMENTS: STUDENT
ELECTION CLERKS. (a) In this section:
(1) "Educational institution"” means:

(A) a public secondary school; or

(B) an accredited private or parochial secondary
school .

(2) "Student" nmeans a person enrolled in an educati onal
institution or a home-school ed student.
(b) A student who is ineligible to serve as a clerk of an
el ection precinct under Section 32.051(c) is eligible to serve as a
clerk of an election precinct under this section if the student:
(1) at the tine of appointnent as an el ection clerk:

(A) is a student at an educational institution or
attends a hone school that neets the requirenents of Section
25.086(a) (1), Education Code; and

(B) has the consent of:

(i) the principal of the educational institution
attended by the student; or
(i) in the case of a hone-school ed student, a
parent or |egal guardian who is responsible for the student's
educati on; and
(2) at the tine of service as an election clerk:

(A) is 16 years of age or ol der;

(B) is a United States citizen; and

(© has conpleted any training course required by the
entity holding the el ection.

(c) A student election clerk serving under this section:
(1) is entitled to conpensation under Section 32.091 in the
sanme manner as other election clerks; and
(2) when communicating wwth a voter who cannot comuni cate
in English, may communicate with the voter in a | anguage the voter
and the clerk understand as authorized by Subchapter B, Chapter 61.
(d) Not nore than two student election clerks may serve at a
polling place, except that not nore than four student election clerks
may serve at any countyw de polling place.
(e) The secretary of state may initiate or assist in the
devel opnent of a statew de program pronoting the use of student
el ection cl erks appoi nted under this section.
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Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 517 (S.B. 1134), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Sec. 32.052. INELIGBILITY OF PUBLIC CFFICER. (a) A person
who holds an elective public office is ineligible to serve as an
el ection judge or clerk in an election.

(b) For purposes of this section, a deputy or assistant serving
under a public officer does not hold a public office.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 32.053. INELIGBILITY OF CANDI DATE FOR OFFICE. (a) A
person who is a candidate in an election for a contested public or
party office is ineligible to serve, in an election to be held on the
same day as that election, as an election judge or clerk in any
precinct in which the office sought is to be voted on.

(b) This section does not apply to:

(1) a county clerk; or
(2) a precinct chair declared el ected under Section
171. 0221.

(c) In this section, "candi date" nmeans a person who has taken
affirmative action, as described by the | aw regul ating political
funds and canpai gns, for the purpose of gaining nomnation or
el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 167 (H B. 567), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Sec. 32.054. INELIGBILITY OF EMPLOYEE OR RELATI VE OF
CANDI DATE. (a) A person is ineligible to serve as an el ection judge
or clerk in an election if the person is enployed by or rel ated
wi thin the second degree by consanguinity or affinity, as determ ned
under Chapter 573, Governnent Code, to an opposed candidate for a
public office or a party office in any precinct in which the office
appears on the ballot. For purposes of this subsection, a candidate
whose nane appears on the ballot is not considered to be opposed by a
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wite-in candidate other than a declared wite-in candi date under
Chapter 146.

(b) For purposes of this section, a person is enployed by a
candi date if:

(1) the candidate is an owner or officer of a business
entity by which the person is enpl oyed;

(2) the candidate is an officer of a governnenta
departnment or agency by which the person is enployed; or

(3) the person is under the candidate's supervision in
public or private enpl oynent.

(c) In this section, "candi date" nmeans a person who has taken
affirmative action, as described by the |aw regul ating political
funds and canpai gns, for the purpose of gaining nom nation or
el ecti on.

(d) Notw thstandi ng Subsection (b), a person enployed by a
county solely as an early voting clerk appoi nted under Chapter 83 is
not enployed by a candidate for purposes of this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 561, Sec. 15, eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 76, Sec. 5.95(27), eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 25, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 984 (H B. 2110), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 1178 (S.B. 910), Sec. 6, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Sec. 32.055. INELIGBILITY OF CAMPAI GN TREASURER. (a) A
person is ineligible to serve as an election judge or clerk in an
el ection if the person is the canpaign treasurer of a candidate in
t hat el ection.

(b) In this section, "candi date" neans a person who has taken
affirmative action, as described by the | aw regul ating political
funds and canpai gns, for the purpose of gaining nom nation or
el ecti on.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 7.03, eff. Aug. 28, 1989.
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Sec. 32.0551. |INELIGBILITY OF CAMPAI GN MANAGER. (a) A person
isineligible to serve as an election judge or clerk in an el ection
if the person is a canpai gn manager of a candidate in that election.

(b) In this section:

(1) "Canpai gn nmanager" mneans:

(A) the person who directs, with or wthout
conpensation, the day-to-day operations of a candidate's el ection
canpai gn; or

(B) each person who directs, with or wthout
conpensation, a substantial portion of the day-to-day operations of a
candi date's el ection canpaign if no single person perforns that
function.

(2) "Candidate" means a person who has taken affirmative
action, as described by the | aw regulating political funds and
canpai gns, for the purpose of gaining nom nation or election.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 32.0552. INELIGBILITY OF PERSON CONVI CTED OF ELECTI ON
OFFENSE. A person is ineligible to serve as an el ection judge or
clerk in an election if the person has been finally convicted of an
of fense in connection with conduct directly attributable to an
el ection.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 32.056. CITY CHARTER REQUI REMENTS. Eligibility
requi renents or grounds of ineligibility in addition to those
prescri bed by this subchapter may be prescribed by a home-rule city
charter for election officers serving in elections ordered by an
authority of the city.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

SUBCHAPTER D. POANERS AND DUTI ES
Sec. 32.071. GENERAL RESPONSI BI LI TY OF PRESI DI NG JUDGE. The
presiding judge is in charge of and responsible for the managenent
and conduct of the election at the polling place of the election
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preci nct that the judge serves.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 26, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 32.072. DUTIES AND WORKI NG HOURS OF CLERKS. (a) The
presi ding judge shall designate the working hours of and assign the
duties to be perfornmed by the election clerks serving under the
j udge.

(b) Subject to Section 32.073, clerks may be assigned to work
for different lengths of tine and to begin work at different hours.
(c) Wth respect to designating the working hours of and
assigning the duties to be perfornmed by the election clerks, the
presiding judge, to facilitate and protect the integrity of the

voting process, shall treat all election clerks serving at the
polling place uniforny.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 27, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 89 (S.B. 896), Sec. 4, eff. Septenber
1, 2005.

Sec. 32.073. ABSENCE OF ELECTI ON OFFI CERS FROM PCLLI NG PLACE.
(a) The presiding judge and the clerks who are on duty at the tine
of any manual count or exam nation of ballots before the tinme for
closing the polls shall remain on duty w thout |eaving the polling
pl ace while the polls are open. Cerks nay be assigned to work for
peri ods endi ng before any manual count or exam nation of ballots
begins. The presiding judge may permt tenporary absences for neals
or other necessary activities.

(b) If the presiding judge does not permt the clerks to be
absent for neals, the judge nust permt neals to be brought or
delivered to the polling place.

(c) Wth respect to regulating tenporary absences fromthe
polling place while the polls are open, the presiding judge shal
treat all election officers serving at the polling place uniformy.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
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Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 28, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 32.074. ADM N STRATION OF OATHS. An el ection judge or
clerk may adm ni ster any oath required or authorized to be made at a
pol l'i ng pl ace.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 32.075. LAW ENFORCEMENT DUTI ES AND PONERS. (a) The
presidi ng judge shall preserve order and prevent breaches of the
peace and violations of this code in the polling place and in the
area within which electioneering and loitering are prohibited from
the tine the judge arrives at the polling place on election day until
the judge | eaves the polling place after the polls close.

(b) In performng duties under Subsection (a), the presiding
j udge nmay appoint one or nore persons to act as special peace
officers for the polling place. A special peace officer may not
enforce the prohibition against electioneering or loitering near the
polling place unless the officer's appointnent is approved by the
presiding officer of the |local canvassing authority.

(c) In performng duties under Subsection (a), a presiding
judge has the power of a district judge to enforce order and preserve
t he peace, including the power to issue an arrest warrant. An appeal
of an order or other action of the presiding judge under this section
is made in the sanme manner as the appeal of an order or other action
of a district court in the county in which the polling place is
| ocat ed.

(d) A person who is arrested at a polling place while voting or
waiting to vote shall be permtted to vote, if entitled to do so,
before being renoved fromthe polling place.

(e) The presiding judge or a special peace officer appointed
under this section may not enforce the prohibition against
el ectioneering or loitering outside of the area within which
el ectioneering and loitering are prohibited under Section 61.003 or
85. 036.

(f) A person is eligible for appointnent as a special peace
of fi cer under Subsection (b) only if the person is licensed as a
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peace officer by the Texas Conm ssion on Law Enforcenent.

(g) A presiding judge may not have a watcher duly accepted for
servi ce under Subchapter A, Chapter 33, renoved fromthe polling
pl ace for violating a provision of this code or any other provision
of lawrelating to the conduct of elections, other than a violation
of the Penal Code, unless the violation was observed by an el ection
j udge or clerk.

(h) Notw thstandi ng Subsection (g), a presiding judge nay cal
a law enforcenent officer to request that a poll watcher be renoved
if the poll watcher conmits a breach of the peace or a violation of
I aw.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 29, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1094, Sec. 1, eff. June 20, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 918 (H B. 3143), Sec. 1, eff.
June 15, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 504 (H B. 1503), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 93 (S.B. 686), Sec. 2.17, eff.
May 18, 2013.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 4.01, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 32.076. DI SCLOSURE OF E- MAI L ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER
RESTRI CTED. (a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), an e-mail
address or personal phone nunber of an election judge or clerk
coll ected or maintained by the authority conducting the election is
confidential and does not constitute public information for purposes
of Chapter 552, Governnent Code.

(b) An e-mail address or phone nunber described by Subsection
(a) shall be nmade avail abl e on request to:

(1) any entity eligible to submt lists of election judges
or clerks for that election; or

(2) the state executive commttee of a political party with
a county chair eligible to submt lists of election judges or clerks
for that election.

Added by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S., Ch. 1062 (H B. 2160), Sec. 1,
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ef f. Septenber 1, 2015.

SUBCHAPTER E. COVPENSATI ON

Sec. 32.091. COVWPENSATI ON FOR SERVI CES AT POLLI NG PLACE. (a)
Except as provided by Subsection (c), an election judge or clerk is
entitled to conpensation for services rendered at a precinct polling
pl ace at an hourly rate not to exceed the anmount fixed by the
appropriate authority, which anmount nust be at |east the federal
m ni mum hourly wage. A judge or clerk may be conpensated at that
rate for services rendered under Section 62.014(c).

(b) A judge or clerk may not be paid for nore than two hours of
wor k before the polls open, except for paynment made for work under
Section 62.014(c). In a precinct in which voting machi nes are used,
a judge or clerk may not be paid for nore than two hours of work
after the tinme for closing the polls or after the |last voter has
vot ed, whichever is |ater.

(c) For a primary or runoff primary election, the m ni num
hourly rate is the greater of the maxi numrate provided by Subsection
(a) or, if the election officer attended a training program as
provi ded by Subchapter F, $7.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2001,
77th Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2003, 78th
Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 21 (S.B. 1052), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Sec. 32.092. COWMPENSATI ON FOR DELI VERI NG ELECTI ON RECORDS AND
SUPPLIES. (a) The election judge or clerk who delivers the precinct
el ection records, keys to ballot boxes or other election equipnent,
and unused el ection supplies after an election is entitled to
conpensation for that service in an amount not to exceed $25.

(b) If nore than one election officer delivers the records,
keys, and unused supplies, the presiding judge shall determ ne how
the anount fixed for the service is to be allocated anong the
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of ficers.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 32.093. AUTHORI TY FI XI NG COMPENSATI ON. The conpensati on
of election judges and clerks shall be fixed by the follow ng
authority:

(1) for an election ordered by the governor or a county
authority, the comm ssioners court;

(2) for an election ordered by an authority of a political
subdi vi sion other than a county, the political subdivision's
governi ng body; and

(3) for a primary election, the county executive comittee
of the political party holding the primary.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 32.094. STATEMENT OF COVMPENSATION. (a) After each
el ection, each presiding judge serving in the election shall prepare
and sign, in duplicate, a statenent containing the follow ng
i nformation:

(1) the nane and address of the presiding judge and each
cl erk who served under the judge;

(2) the nunmber of hours that each election officer worked
at the polling place or at another |ocation under Section 62.014(c),
excluding tinme for which paynent may not be nmade; and

(3) the nanme of the election officer who delivered the
el ection records, keys, and unused supplies, and, if nore than one
officer, the name of and the anount of conpensation allocated to each
of ficer.

(b) In addition to the information required by Subsection (a),
t he conpensation statenent nust include the total hourly conpensation
earned by each officer if the authority responsible for distributing
the el ection supplies directs the presiding judge to include that
i nformation.

(c) The presiding judge shall follow the instructions of the
authority responsible for distributing the election supplies with
respect to:

(1) the time by which and the authority to whomthe
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presiding judge is to deliver the conpensation statenent; and
(2) any other instructions that the authority considers
appropriate to ensure that the election officers are paid.

(d) The time designated under Subsection (c)(1) for delivery of
t he conpensation statenment nmay not be later than 5 p.m of the third
day after el ection day.

(e) The original conpensation statenent shall be used for
maki ng paynment for the services. The general custodian of election
records shall preserve the duplicate for the period for preserving
the precinct election records. |If the presiding judge delivers the
statenent to an authority other than the general custodi an of
el ection records, the authority receiving the statenment shall deliver
the duplicate to the general custodian not |ater than the third day
after the date of its receipt.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 30, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 14, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

SUBCHAPTER F. TRAI NI NG

Sec. 32.111. TRAI NI NG STANDARDS FOR ELECTION JUDGES. (a) The
secretary of state shall

(1) adopt standards of training in election |aw and
procedure for presiding or alternate el ection judges;

(2) develop materials for a standardi zed curriculum for
that training, including a published handbook, made avail able on the
secretary of state's Internet website, free of charge; and

(3) distribute the materials as necessary to the governing
bodi es of political subdivisions that hold el ections and to each
county executive commttee of a political party that holds a primary
el ection.

(b) The training standards may include required attendance at
appropriate training prograns or the passage of an exam nation at the
end of a training program

(c) The training standards adopted under Subsection (a) mnust
i ncl ude provisions on the acceptance and handling of the
identification presented by a voter to an election officer under
Section 63.001.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
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Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 6, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 415 (H. B. 1632), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2028.

Sec. 32.1111. ONLINE TRAINING (a) The secretary of state
shal | :
(1) make avail able a standardi zed training program
devel oped under Section 32.111
(A) entirely via the Internet; and
(B) at any tinme, without a requirenment for prior
regi stration
(2) require the passage of an exam nation at the end of the
trai ning program and
(3) provide an individual who conpletes the training with a
certificate of conpletion.

(b) A certificate of conpletion provided under Subsection
(a)(3) shall expire no |later than one year followng the date it was
awar ded.

(c) Conpletion of the training programunder this section is
not a prerequisite to eligibility for service in an election for:

(1) county election officials;

(2) presiding or alternate el ection judges;

(3) election clerks;

(4) nenbers of the early voting ball ot board;

(5) nenbers of the signature verification comrittee; or
(6) central counting station officers.

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 415 (H. B. 1632), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Sec. 32.112. EXPENSE OF TRAI NI NG JUDGES. The governing body of
a political subdivision may appropriate funds to:
(1) conpensate its election judges, early voting clerk, and
deputy early voting clerks in charge of early voting polling places
for attending a training programrequired under Section 32.111, at an
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hourly rate not to exceed the maxi numrate of conpensation of an
el ection judge for services rendered at a precinct polling place or,
if applicable, for attending a training program under Section 32.114;
and

(2) pay the expenses of conducting the prograns.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.37; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316,

Sec. 14, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 32.113. TRAINING PROGRAMS. (a) The governing body of a
political subdivision other than a county nmay, and the county
executive commttee of a political party shall, provide training for
its election officers using the standardi zed training program and
mat eri al s devel oped and provided by the secretary of state under
Section 32.111.

(b) A political subdivision or county executive commttee may
conduct its training independently or jointly with other entities.

(c) A law outside this code providing for a training programin
connection with a specified type of election supersedes this
subchapter to the extent of any conflict.

(d) The governing body of the political subdivision shal
notify the voter registrar of each county in which the political
subdivision is situated of the date, hour, and place of each session
of the training program

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 22, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 32.114. PUBLIC COUNTY TRAI NI NG PROGRAM (a) The county
clerk shall provide one or nore sessions of training using the
standardi zed training program and naterials devel oped and provi ded by
the secretary of state under Section 32.111 for the election judges
and clerks appointed to serve in elections ordered by the governor or
a county authority. Each election judge shall conplete the training
program The training program nmust include specific procedures
related to the early voting ballot board and the central counting
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station, as applicable. Each election clerk shall conplete the part
of the training programrelating to the acceptance and handling of
the identification presented by a voter to an el ection officer under
Section 63.001.

(b) A training program provi ded under this section is open to
the public free of charge.

(c) The county clerk shall:

(1) post a notice of the tinme and place of each session on
the county's Internet website, if the county maintains an Internet
website, and nmay post the notice on the bulletin board used for
posting notice of neetings of the comm ssioners court and shal
include on the notice a statenent that the programis open to the
publi c;

(1-a) post notice of the tine and place of each session on
the bulletin board used for posting notice of neetings of the
commi ssioners court, if the county does not maintain an Internet
website, and shall include on the notice a statement that the program
is open to the public;

(2) notify each presiding judge appoi nted by the
conmi ssioners court of the time and place of each session and of the
duty of each election judge to conplete the training program

(3) notify the county chair of each political party in the
county of the tinme and place of each session; and

(4) notify the voter registrar of the date, hour, and pl ace
of each session.

(d) Each presiding judge receiving notice under Subsection
(c)(2) shall notify the alternate presiding judge and ot her persons
who serve as clerks for the judge's precinct of the time and pl ace of
each session.

(e) An election judge, early voting clerk, or deputy early
voting clerk in charge of an early voting polling place is entitled
to conpensation for attending the training programat an hourly rate
fixed by the appropriate authority in an anmount that is equal to or
greater than the federal m ni num wage.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 23, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 31, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 16, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:
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Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2021.

123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 7, eff.
828 (H. B. 1735), Sec. 10, eff.

1052 (H. B. 933), Sec. 5, eff.

& g 8 7

711 (H. B. 3107), Sec. 35, eff.

Sec. 32.115. SECRETARY OF STATE TO ASSI ST IN TRAINING On
request of a county executive commttee or a county clerk, as
appropriate, the secretary of state shall schedul e and provide
assi stance for the training of election judges and cl erks under
Section 32.113 or 32.114. The secretary may provide simlar training
assi stance to other political subdivisions.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

CHAPTER 33. WATCHERS
SUBCHAPTER A. APPO NTMENT
Sec. 33.001. WATCHER DEFINED. In this code, "watcher" neans a
person appoi nted under this subchapter to observe the conduct of an
el ection on behalf of a candidate, a political party, or the
proponents or opponents of a neasure.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 33.0015. CHAPTER PURPCSE AND WATCHER DUTY. The purpose of
this chapter is to preserve the integrity of the ballot box in
accordance with Section 4, Article VI, Texas Constitution, by
providing for the appointnent of watchers. It is the intent of the
| egislature that watchers duly accepted for service under this
chapter be allowed to observe and report on irregularities in the
conduct of any election, but may not interfere in the orderly conduct
of an election. To effect that purpose, a watcher appointed under
this chapter shall observe w thout obstructing the conduct of an
election and call to the attention of an election officer any
observed or suspected irregularity or violation of law in the conduct
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of the el ection.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C.S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 4.02,
eff. Decenmber 2, 2021.

Sec. 33.0016. REFERENCES TO EARLY VOTI NG BALLOT BOARD IN THI S
CHAPTER. A reference in this chapter to an early voting ballot board
includes a signature verification commttee.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 4.03,
ef f. Decenmber 2, 2021.

Sec. 33.002. APPO NTMENT BY CANDI DATE. (a) Watchers nay be
appoi nted by each candi date whose nane appears on the ballot or the
list of declared wite-in candidates in an election for:

(1) a public office other than the office of vice-president
of the United States; or
(2) an office of a political party.

(b) In an election for an office of the state governnent that
is filled by voters of nore than one county, watchers may al so be
appoi nted by the candi date's canpai gn treasurer.

(c) In an election for an office of the federal government that
is filled by voters of nore than one county, watchers may al so be
appoi nted by the chair or treasurer of the candidate's principal
canpai gn commttee or by a designated agent of the chair or
treasurer.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 32, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 33.003. APPO NTMENT BY POLITICAL PARTY. (a) The county
chair of each political party that has one or nore nom nees on the
bal | ot may appoi nt watchers.

(b) If the county chair does not make an authorized
appoi ntnent, any three nenbers of the county executive commttee may
make the appoi nt nent.

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 210 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/872/billtext/html/SB00001F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/872/billtext/html/SB00001F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 33.004. APPO NTMENT FOR WRI TE-I N CANDI DATE. (a) A group
of registered voters may appoi nt watchers on behalf of a wite-in
candidate in an election in which a declaration of wite-in candi dacy
is not required to be fil ed.

(b) To be eligible to participate in the appoi ntnent under this
section of a watcher for a precinct polling place, a person nmust be a
regi stered voter of the precinct. To be eligible to participate in
t he appoi ntnment under this section of a watcher for an early voting
polling place, the neeting place of an early voting ballot board, or
a central counting station, a person nust be a registered voter of
the territory served by that facility.

(c) The m nimum nunber of voters required to nmake an
appoi ntment under this section is the | esser of:

(1) 15; or

(2) five percent of the registered voters of the
appropriate territory as determned fromthe |ist of registered
voters to be used for the election.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.38; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349,

Sec. 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 33.005. APPO NTMENT FOR ELECTION ON MEASURE. (a) In an
el ection on a nmeasure, watchers may be appoi nted by the canpaign
treasurer or an assistant canpaign treasurer of a specific-purpose
political comrittee that supports or opposes the neasure.

(b) This section does not apply to a referendum neasure
submtted at a primary el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 33.006. CERTIFI CATE OF APPO NTMENT. (a) For an
appoi ntment of a watcher to be effective, the appointing authority
must issue a certificate of appointnment to the appoi ntee.
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(b) A certificate of appointnent nust:

(1) be in witing and signed by the appointing authority
or, for an appointnment for a wite-in candi date under Section 33. 004,
by each of the voters naking the appointnent;

(2) indicate the capacity in which the appointing authority
i s acting;

(3) state the name, residence address, and voter
regi stration nunber of the appointee and be signed by the appoi ntee;

(4) identify the election and the precinct polling place or
ot her location at which the appointee is to serve;

(5) in an election on a neasure, identify the neasure if
nore than one is to be voted on and state which side of the neasure
t he appoi ntee represents; and

(6) <contain an affidavit executed by the appointee stating
that the appointee will not have possession of a device capabl e of
recordi ng i mages or sound or that the appointee will disable or
deactivate the device while serving as a watcher

(c) In addition to conplying with Subsection (b), a certificate

i ssued to a watcher appointed for a wite-in candi date under Section
33. 004 nust:

(1) include the residence address and voter registration
nunber of eligible signers in the required nunber;

(2) include the signed statenent of the candidate, or a
per son who woul d be authorized to nmake appoi ntnents on the
candi date's behalf if the candidate's nane appeared on the ball ot,
that the appointnment is made with the signer's consent; and

(3) state the residence or office address of the signer
under Subdivision (2) and the capacity in which the signer signs, if
the statenent is not signed by the candi date.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 498, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997,
75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 34, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1997, 75th
Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 17, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1164 (H. B. 2817), Sec. 11, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.
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Sec. 33.007. NUMBER AND PLACE OF SERVI CE OF WATCHERS. (a)
Each appointing authority nmay appoint not nore than two watchers for
each precinct polling place, neeting place for an early voting ball ot
board, or central counting station involved in the election.

(b) Each appointing authority nmay appoint not nore than seven
wat chers for each main or branch early voting polling place involved
in the election. Not nore than two watchers appoi nted by the sane
authority may be on duty at the sane early voting polling place at
the sane tine.

(c) In an election in which the election officers serving at a
precinct polling place al so serve as an early voting ballot board, a
wat cher who is appointed for the precinct polling place may observe
the processing of early voting ballots by the early voting ball ot
board, or separate watchers may be appointed to observe only that

activity.
(d) The nunber of watchers accepted for service on each side of
a nmeasure may not exceed the nunber authorized by this section. |If

t he nunber of appoi ntnents exceeds the authorized nunber, the
authority accepting the watchers for service shall accept the

wat chers in the order in which they present their certificates of
appoi nt nent .

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.39; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 33.008. TRAINING PROGRAM The secretary of state shal
devel op and nmaintain a training programfor watchers. The training
program rnust :

(1) be avail abl e:
(A) entirely via the Internet; and
(B) at any tine, without a requirenent for prior
regi stration; and
(2) provide a watcher who conpletes the training with a
certificate of conpletion.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 4.04,
ef f. Decenmber 2, 2021.
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SUBCHAPTER B. ELIGBILITY
Sec. 33.031. GENERAL ELIGBILITY REQU REMENTS. (a) To be
eligible to serve as a watcher, a person nust be a qualified voter:
(1) of the county in which the person is to serve, in an
el ection ordered by the governor or a county authority or in a
primary el ection;
(2) of the part of the county in which the election is
hel d, in an election ordered by the governor or a county authority
t hat does not cover the entire county of the person's residence; and
(3) of the political subdivision, in an election ordered by
an authority of a political subdivision other than a county.
(b) In addition to the requirenents of Subsection (a), to be
eligible to serve as a watcher, a person nust conpl ete training under
Section 33.008.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 26(3),
eff. Septenber 1, 2009.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 4.05, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 33.032. INELIGBILITY OF CANDI DATE FOR PUBLI C OFFICE. (a)
A person is ineligible to serve as a watcher in an election if the
person is a candidate for a public office in an election to be held
on the sane day.

(b) In this section, "candi date" neans a person who has taken
affirmative action, as described by the | aw regul ating political
funds and canpai gns, for the purpose of gaining nom nation or
el ecti on.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 33.033. INELIGBILITY OF EMPLOYEE OR RELATI VE OF ELECTI ON
OFFICER. (a) A person is ineligible to serve as a watcher at a
particular location if the person is the enployer of or is enployed
by or related within the second degree by consanguinity or affinity,
as determ ned under Chapter 573, Governnent Code, to an el ection
judge, an election clerk, an early voting clerk, or a deputy clerk
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serving at that |ocation.

(b) For purposes of this section, a person is enployed by an
el ection officer in the sane circunstances that a person is enpl oyed
by a candi date under Section 32.054(b).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.40; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 561

Sec. 16, eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 76, Sec.
5.95(27), eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 33.034. INELIGBILITY OF PUBLIC OFFICER. (a) A person
who holds an elective public office is ineligible to serve as a
wat cher in an el ection.

(b) For purposes of this section, a deputy or assistant serving
under a public officer does not hold a public office.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 33.035. INELIGBILITY OF PERSON CONVI CTED OF ELECTI ON
OFFENSE. A person is ineligible to serve as a watcher in an el ection
if the person has been finally convicted of an offense in connection
wi th conduct directly attributable to an el ection.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 18, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

SUBCHAPTER C. SERVI CE
Sec. 33.051. ACCEPTANCE OF WVATCHER. (a) A watcher appointed
to serve at a precinct polling place, a neeting place for an early
voting ballot board, or a central counting station nust deliver the
following materials to the presiding judge at the tine the watcher
reports for service:
(1) a certificate of appointnent; and
(2) a certificate of conpletion fromtraining conpleted by
t he wat cher under Section 33. 008.
(a-1) A watcher appointed to serve at an early voting polling
pl ace nmust deliver the certificates under Subsection (a) to the early
voting clerk or deputy clerk in charge of the polling place when the

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 215 -



ELECTI ON CODE

wat cher first reports for service.

(b) The officer presented with a watcher's certificates shal
require the watcher to countersign the certificate of appointnent to
ensure that the watcher is the same person who signed the certificate
of appointnent. Except as provided by Subsection (c), a watcher who
presents hinself or herself at the proper time with the certificates
requi red under Subsection (a) shall be accepted for service unless
the person is ineligible to serve or the nunber of appointees to
whi ch the appointing authority is entitled have al ready been
accept ed.

(c) A watcher may not be accepted for service if the watcher
has possession of a device capable of recording i mages or sound
unl ess the watcher agrees to disable or deactivate the device. The
presi ding judge may inquire whether a watcher has possession of any
prohi bi ted recordi ng device before accepting the watcher for service.

(d) The certificates of a watcher serving at an early voting
polling place shall be retained at the polling place until voting at
the polling place is concluded. At each subsequent tine that the
wat cher reports for service, the watcher shall informthe clerk or
deputy in charge. The officer may require the watcher to sign the
watcher's nanme in the officer's presence, for conparison with the
signature on the certificate of appointnment, if the officer is
uncertain of the watcher's identity.

(e) If a watcher is not accepted for service, the certificates
shall be returned to the watcher with a signed statenment of the
reason for the rejection.

(f) On accepting a watcher for service, the election officer
shal |l provide the watcher with a formof identification, prescribed
by the secretary of state, to be displayed by the watcher during the
wat cher's hours of service at the polling place.

(g) An election officer conmts an offense if the officer
intentionally or knowi ngly refuses to accept a watcher for service
when acceptance of the watcher is required by this section. An
of fense under this subsection is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

(h) Before accepting a watcher, the officer presented wth a
wat cher's certificate of appointnent shall require the watcher to
take the followi ng oath, adm nistered by the officer: "I swear (or
affirm that I will not disrupt the voting process or harass voters
in the discharge of ny duties.”
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 498, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.41; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554,
Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 9,
eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 35, eff.
Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 12, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 188 (S.B. 160), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 4.06, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021.

Sec. 33.052. HOURS OF SERVI CE AT PRECI NCT POLLI NG PLACE. A

wat cher at a precinct polling place may begin service at any tine
after the presiding judge arrives at the polling place on el ection
day and may renain at the polling place until the presiding judge and
the clerks conplete their duties there. A watcher may serve at the
polling place during the hours the watcher chooses, except that if
the watcher is present at the polling place when ballots are counted,
the watcher may not |eave until the counting is conplete.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 36, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 254, Sec. 1, 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 697 (H B. 1921), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 87 (S.B. 1969), Sec. 27.002(2),
eff. Septenber 1, 2009.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 414 (H B. 1631), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2023.

Sec. 33.053. HOURS OF SERVI CE AT EARLY VOTI NG PCLLI NG PLACE. A
wat cher serving at an early voting polling place may be present at
the polling place at any tinme it is open and until conpletion of the
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securing of any voting equi pment used at the polling place that is
required to be secured on the close of voting each day. The watcher
may serve during the hours the watcher chooses.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.42; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864,

Sec. 37, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 33.054. HOURS OF SERVI CE AT EARLY VOTI NG BALLOT BQARD
MEETI NG OR SI GNATURE VERI FI CATI ON COW TTEE MEETING (a) A watcher
serving at the neeting place of an early voting ballot board or
signature verification conmttee may be present at any tinme the board
or conmttee is processing or counting ballots and until the board or
commttee conpletes its duties. The watcher may serve during the
hours the watcher chooses, except as provided by Subsection (b).

(b) A watcher serving at the neeting place of an early voting
bal | ot board may not | eave during voting hours on el ection day
wi t hout the presiding judge's permssion if the board has recorded
any votes cast on voting nmachines or counted any ballots, unless the
board has conpleted its duties and has been di sm ssed by the
presi di ng judge.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.43; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 14, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864,
Sec. 38, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 36, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 33.055. HOURS OF SERVI CE AT CENTRAL COUNTI NG STATION. (a)
A watcher serving at a central counting station may be present at any
time the station is open for the purpose of processing or preparing
to process election results and until the election officers conplete
their duties at the station. The watcher may serve during the hours
t he wat cher chooses, except as provided by Subsection (b).

(b) A watcher may not |eave during voting hours on el ection day
W thout the presiding judge's permssion if the counting of ballots
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at the central counting station has begun.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 39, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 33.056. OBSERVI NG ACTIVITY GENERALLY. (a) Except as
provi ded by Section 33.057, a watcher is entitled to observe any
activity conducted at the |location at which the watcher is serving.
A watcher is entitled to sit or stand near enough to see and hear the
el ection officers conducting the observed activity, except as
ot herwi se prohibited by this chapter.

(b) A watcher is entitled to sit or stand near enough to the
menber of a counting team who is announcing the votes to verify that
the ballots are read correctly or to a nmenber who is tallying the
votes to verify that they are tallied correctly.

(c) A watcher is entitled to inspect the returns and ot her
records prepared by the election officers at the |location at which
t he watcher is serving.

(d) A watcher may not be prohibited fromnaking witten notes
while on duty. Before permtting a watcher who nmade witten notes at
a precinct polling place to | eave while the polls are open, the
presiding officer may require the watcher to |l eave the notes with
anot her person on duty at the polling place, selected by the watcher,
for retention until the watcher returns to duty.

(e) Except as provided by Section 33.057(b), a watcher may not
be deni ed free novenent where election activity is occurring within
the location at which the watcher is serving.

(f) In this code, a watcher who is entitled to "observe" an
election activity is entitled to sit or stand near enough to see and
hear the activity.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 4.07, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021.

Sec. 33.057. OBSERVI NG PREPARATI ON OF VOTER S BALLOT. (a) A
watcher is entitled to be present at the voting station when a voter
is being assisted by an election officer, and the watcher is entitled
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to exam ne the ballot before it is deposited in the ballot box to
determ ne whether it is prepared in accordance with the voter's
W shes.

(b) A watcher may not be present at the voting station when a
voter is preparing the voter's ballot or is being assisted by a
person of the voter's choice.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 40, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 33.058. RESTRICTIONS ON WATCHER S ACTIVITIES. (a) Wile
on duty, a watcher may not:
(1) <converse with an election officer regarding the
el ection, except to call attention to an irregularity or violation of
I aw,
(2) <converse with a voter; or
(3) conmunicate in any manner with a voter regarding the
el ection.

(b) A watcher may call the attention of an election officer to
any occurrence that the watcher believes to be an irregularity or
violation of |aw and may di scuss the matter with the officer. An
officer may refer the watcher to the presiding officer at any point
in the discussion. |In that case, the watcher may not discuss the
occurrence further with the subordinate officer unless the presiding
of ficer invites the discussion.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 33.059. OBSERVI NG SECURI NG OF VOTI NG SYSTEM EQUI PVENT
BEFORE ELECTION. (a) A watcher appointed to serve at a polling
pl ace in an el ection using voting system equi pnment that is required
to be delivered to the polling place in a secured condition is
entitled to observe the inspection and securing of the equipnent in
the jurisdiction of the authority responsible for distributing
el ection supplies to the polling place at which the watcher is
appoi nted to serve.

(b) On request of a watcher, the authority responsible for
distributing the election supplies shall informthe watcher of the
pl ace, date, and hour of the inspection. A watcher shall be admtted
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on presentation of a certificate of appointnent. The person
admtting the watcher shall return the certificate to the watcher

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 33.060. OBSERVI NG DELI VERY OF ELECTI ON RECORDS. (a) On
request of a watcher, an election officer who delivers election
records froma precinct polling place, an early voting polling place,
a neeting place for an early voting ballot board, or a central
counting station shall permt the watcher appointed to serve at that
| ocation to acconpany the officer in making the delivery.

(b) If delivery is made in a vehicle, an election officer
conplies with this section if the officer permts the watcher to
followin a different vehicle and drives in a manner that enables the
wat cher to keep the vehicle in sight.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.44; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 33.0605. OBSERVI NG DATA STORAGE SEALI NG AND TRANSFER. (a)
A wat cher appointed to serve at a polling place in an election who is
avai lable at the tinme of the action nay observe all election
activities relating to closing the polling place, including the
sealing and transfer of a nmenory card, flash drive, hard drive, data
storage device, or other nedium now existing or |ater devel oped used
by the voting system equi pnment.

(b) Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of this code, a watcher
duly accepted for service at a polling location is entitled to foll ow
the transfer of election materials fromthe polling place at which
t he wat cher was accepted to a regional tabulating center, the central
counting station, or any other |ocation designated to process
el ection materials. The authority responsible for admnistering a
regi onal tabulating center or another |ocation where el ection
materials are processed nust accept duly appointed watchers for
service in the sane manner a watcher is accepted for service under
Section 33.051 and nust accept the same nunber of watchers that nmay
serve under Section 33.007(a).
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Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 4.08,
eff. Decenber 2, 2021.

Sec. 33.061. UNLAWFULLY OBSTRUCTI NG WATCHER. (a) A person
commts an offense if the person serves in an official capacity at a
| ocation at which the presence of watchers is authorized and
know ngly prevents a watcher from observing an activity or procedure
the person knows the watcher is entitled to observe, including by
taki ng any action to obstruct the view of a watcher or distance the
wat cher fromthe activity or procedure to be observed in a manner
t hat woul d make observation not reasonably effective.

(b) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 4.09, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 33.063. RELIEF. The appointing authority for a watcher
who believes that the watcher was unlawfully prevented or obstructed
fromthe performance of the watcher's duties nay seek:

(1) injunctive relief under Section 273.081, including
i ssuance of tenporary orders;

(2) a wit of mandanus under Section 161.009 or 273.061
and

(3) any other renedy avail abl e under | aw.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 4.10,
eff. Decenber 2, 2021.

CHAPTER 34. STATE | NSPECTORS

Sec. 34.001. APPO NTMENT OF STATE I NSPECTORS. (a) The
secretary of state may appoint one or nore state inspectors for an
el ecti on.

(b) The secretary of state shall appoint one or nore inspectors
for an election if the secretary receives a witten request for the
appoi ntnment from 15 or nore registered voters:

(1) of the county for which the inspector is requested, for
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an election ordered by the governor or a county authority or for a
primary el ection; or

(2) of the political subdivision in which the election
specified by the request is held, for an election ordered by an
authority of a political subdivision other than a county.

(c) A request under Subsection (b) nmust be received by the
secretary of state not |later than the fourth regul ar busi ness day
before the date of the election for which the inspectors are
requested. The request is not available for public inspection until
the day after el ection day.

(d) State inspectors are responsible to the secretary of state
and subject to the secretary's direction. The secretary my
term nate an appoi ntnment at any tine.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 41, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1997,
75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 34.002. DUTIES AND PRI VILEGES. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (b), a state inspector is entitled to be present at and
observe any function or activity at a polling place, central counting
station, place of canvass, or other place at which official election
or voter registration functions or activities take place. An
i nspector may take reasonabl e steps to obtain evidence of the manner
in which a function or activity is being perforned.

(b) A state inspector may not observe the preparation of the
ball ot of a voter not being assisted by an el ection officer.

(c) A state inspector shall report to the secretary of state
any violation of law that the inspector observes.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 34.003. TRAVEL EXPENSES. Subject to specific legislative
appropriation, the secretary of state may rei nburse state inspectors
for travel expenses in an anmount determ ned by the secretary but not
to exceed travel expenses allowable to state enpl oyees generally.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 34.004. | NSPECTI ONS BY SECRETARY OF STATE. The secretary
of state or a nenber of the secretary's staff may nmake inspections in
t he sane manner as state inspectors whether or not a violation of
el ection laws i s suspected.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 34.005. ACTION BY SECRETARY OF STATE. (a) The secretary
of state may refer a reported violation of |law for appropriate action
to the attorney general, if the attorney general has jurisdiction, or
to a prosecuting attorney having jurisdiction.

(b) If the secretary of state believes that a state inspector
was unlawfully prevented or obstructed fromthe perfornmance of the
i nspector's duties, the secretary of state may seek:

(1) injunctive relief under Section 273.081, including
i ssuance of tenporary orders;

(2) a wit of mandanus under Section 161.009 or 273.061
and

(3) any other renedy avail abl e under | aw.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 4.11, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021.

TITLE 4. TIME AND PLACE OF ELECTI ONS
CHAPTER 41. ELECTI ON DATES AND HOURS FOR VOTI NG
SUBCHAPTER A. ELECTI ON DATES
Sec. 41.001. UN FORM ELECTI ON DATES. (a) Except as otherw se
provi ded by this subchapter, each general or special election in this
state shall be held on one of the follow ng dates:

(1) the first Saturday in May in an odd-nunbered year;

(2) the first Saturday in May in an even-nunbered year, for
an election held by a political subdivision other than a county, or
ordered by the governor; or

(3) the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber

(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to:
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(1) a runoff election;
(2) an election to resolve a tie vote;
(3) an election held under an order of a court or other
tribunal;
(4) an energency election ordered under Section 41.0011 or
any resulting runoff;
(5) an expedited election to fill a vacancy in the
| egi sl ature held under Section 203.013;
(6) an election held under a statute that expressly
provi des that the requirenent of Subsection (a) does not apply to the
el ection; or
(7) the initial election of the nmenbers of the governing
body of a newly incorporated city.
(c) Except for an election under Subsection (a) or Section
41. 0011 or a runoff election follow ng an el ection held under
Subsection (a)(2), an election nay not be held within 30 days before
or after the date of the general election for state and county
officers, general primary election, or runoff primary el ection.
(d) Notwi thstanding Section 31.093, a county el ections
adm nistrator is not required to enter into a contract to furnish
el ection services for an election held on the date descri bed by
Subsection (a)(2).
(e) Repealed by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 471, Sec. 9, eff.
Cct ober 1, 2005.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1986, 69th Leg., 3rd CS., ch. 14, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1987,
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., 2nd C. S, ch. 60, Sec. 1, eff. Cct. 20, 1987;
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 389, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 467, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997,
75th Leg., ch. 1219, Sec. 3, eff. June 20, 1997; Acts 1997, 75th
Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 20, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1999, 76th Leg.,
ch. 62, Sec. 19.01(15), eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2001, 77th Leg.,
ch. 340, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315,
Sec. 14, eff. Jan. 1, 2004; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., 3rd CS., ch. 1,
Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2005.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 471 (H. B. 57), Sec. 1, eff. Qctober 1,
2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 471 (H.B. 57), Sec. 2, eff. QOctober 1,
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2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 471 (H.B. 57), Sec. 9, eff. Qctober 1,
2005.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 519 (H B. 2144), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2011.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2015.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2015.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2021.

1318 (S.B. 100), Sec. 4, eff.
84 (S.B. 1703), Sec. 4, eff.

558 (H.B. 2354), Sec. 1, eff.

S 8 & 8

711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 37, eff.

Sec. 41.0011. EMERGENCY REQUI RI NG EARLY ELECTION. (a) |If the
governor determ nes that an enmergency warrants hol ding a speci al
el ection before the appropriate uniformelection date, the el ection
may be held on an earlier nonuniform date.

(b) An authority of a political subdivision desiring to order a
speci al election as an energency el ection under this section nmust ask
t he governor for permssion to do so. |If the governor determ nes
that an enmergency exists, the governor shall grant perm ssion.

(c) The proclamation or order for an energency el ection under
this section nust include a statenment identifying the nature of the
ener gency.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 389, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 41.002. GENERAL ELECTI ON FOR STATE AND COUNTY OFFI CERS.
The general election for state and county officers shall be held on
the first Tuesday after the first Mnday in Novenber in even-nunbered
years.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 41.004. SPECI AL ELECTI ON W THI N PARTI CULAR PERI OD. (a)
If a law outside this code other than the constitution requires a
speci al election subject to Section 41.001(a) to be held wthin a
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particul ar period after the occurrence of a certain event, the
el ection shall be held on an authorized uniformelection date
occurring within the period unless no uniformelection date within
the period affords enough tine to hold the election in the manner
required by law. In that case, the election shall be held on the
first authorized uniformelection date occurring after the expiration
of the period.

(b) If the constitution requires a special election to be held
within a particular period after the occurrence of a certain event,
Section 41.001(a) does not apply.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 41.0041. ELECTI ON ON MEASURE AFTER PARTI CULAR PERI OD. (a)
If a law outside this code other than the constitution prohibits
anot her election frombeing held on the sanme or a simlar neasure for
a specified nunber of years after an election on a neasure, a
subsequent el ection on the neasure may be held on the corresponding
uniformelection date in the appropriate year, regardl ess of the fact
that the date falls a nunber of days short of the requisite period.

(b) Repealed by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 1235, Sec.
26(4), eff. Septenber 1, 2009.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 389, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 26(4),
eff. Septenber 1, 2009.

Sec. 41.005. GENERAL ELECTI ON OF PQOLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON OTHER
THAN COUNTY. (a) This section does not apply to a general election
for county officers.

(b) If alaw outside this code requires the general election
for officers of a political subdivision to be held on a date other
than a uniformel ection date, the governing body of the political
subdi vi sion shall set the election date to conply with this
subchapt er

(c) A governing body changing an el ection date under this
section shall adjust the ternms of office to conformto the new
el ection date.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 389, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 41.0052. CHANG NG GENERAL ELECTI ON DATE. (a) The
governi ng body of a political subdivision, other than a county or
muni ci pal utility district, that holds its general election for
officers on a date other than the Novenber uniformelection date nmay,
not | ater than Decenber 31, 2016, change the date on which it hol ds
its general election for officers to the Novenber uniform el ection
dat e.

Text of subsection as added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 1160
(S.B. 1131), Sec. 1
(a-1) The governing body of an independent school district that

holds its general election for officers on a date other than the
Novenber uniform el ection date may change the date on which it hol ds
its general election for officers to the Novenber uniform el ection
date. This subsection applies only to a county that borders the
United Mexican States and that has a popul ation of at |east 450, 000
and not nore than 870,000. This subsection expires January 1, 2029.

Text of subsection as added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 985
(S.B. 2620), Sec. 1
(a-1) Notwi thstandi ng Subsection (a), a nmunicipality,

i ndependent school district, or hospital district wholly or partly
| ocated in a county with a popul ation of nore than 19,900 and | ess
than 20,000 that holds its general election for officers on a date
ot her than the Novenber uniformelection date may change the date on
which it holds its general election for officers to the Novenber
uni form el ecti on date.

(b) A governing body changing an el ection date under this
section shall adjust the terms of office to conformto the new
el ecti on date.

(c) A home-rule city may inplenent a change authorized by this
section or provide for the election of all nenbers of the governing
body at the sane el ection through the adoption of a resolution. The
change contained in the resolution supersedes a city charter
provision that requires a different general election date or that
requires the terns of nmenbers of the governing body to be staggered.

(d) The hol dover of a nenber of a governing body of a city in
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accordance with Section 17, Article XVI, Texas Constitution, so that
atermof office my be conforned to a new el ection date chosen under
this section does not constitute a vacancy for purposes of Section
11(b), Article XlI, Texas Constitution.

(e) The governing body of a newy incorporated city may, not
| ater than the second anniversary of the date of incorporation,
change the date on which it holds its general election for officers
to anot her authorized uniformelection date.

(f) The governing body of a city with a popul ation of 9,000 or
| ess, located predominantly in a county that has a total area of |ess
than 4,800 square mles, that has adopted a council - manager form of
government and that holds its general election for officers on a date
ot her than the Novenber uniformelection date may, not |ater than
Decenber 31, 2024, change the date on which it holds its general
el ection for officers to the Novenber uniformelection date.
Subsections (b), (c), and (d) apply to the change of an el ection date
under this subsection. This subsection expires January 1, 2025.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.
Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1219, Sec. 4, eff. June 20,
1997; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1068, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999;
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1074, Sec. 1, eff. June 20, 2003; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 15, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 471 (H. B. 57), Sec. 3, eff. Cctober 1,
2005.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 27 (H B. 401), Sec. 1, eff. My
13, 20009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S
June 17, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S
eff. Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S.,
June 19, 2015.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S.,
June 9, 2017

505 (H.B. 1545), Sec. 1, eff.
519 (H B. 2144), Sec. 2, eff.
1318 (S.B. 100), Sec. 5, eff.
161 (S.B. 1093), Sec. 22.001(15),

1235 (S.B. 733), Sec. 1, eff.

S 8 8 8 8 87

595 (S.B. 1109), Sec. 1, eff.
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Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 263 (S.B. 2258), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 985 (S.B. 2620), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2023.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 1160 (S.B. 1131), Sec. 1, eff.
June 18, 2023.

Sec. 41.006. ADJUSTI NG ELECTI ON SCHEDULE. |If under this
subchapter an election is held on a date other than a date prescribed
by other law, the date for a runoff election, the deadline for filing
for candi dacy, and the schedul e for canvassing el ection returns,
declaring results, or perform ng any other official act relating to
the el ection shall be adjusted to allow the sane interval of tine in
relation to the date of the election as would be provided by
application of the other |aw.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 41.007. PRI MARY ELECTIONS. (a) The general primary
election date is the first Tuesday in March in each even-nunbered
year.

(b) The runoff primary election date is the fourth Tuesday in
May follow ng the general primary el ection.

(c) The presidential primary election date is the first Tuesday
in March in each presidential election year.

(d) No other election may be held on the date of a primary
el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1986, 69th Leg., 3rd CS., ch. 14, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987;
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 292, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 16, eff. Jan. 1, 2004; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., 3rd C.S., ch. 1, Sec. 2, eff. Jan. 11, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1318 (S.B. 100), Sec. 6, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Sec. 41.008. EFFECT OF HOLDI NG ELECTI ON ON | MPROPER DATE. An
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el ection held on a date not permtted by this subchapter is void.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

SUBCHAPTER B. HOURS FOR VOTI NG
Sec. 41.031. VOIING HOURS. (a) Except as provided by Section
41.033, the polls shall be opened at 7 a.m for voting and shall be
closed at 7 p. m
(b) Voting may not be conducted after the time for closing the
pol | s except as provided by Section 41.032.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1070, Sec. 48, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 41.032. VOITI NG AFTER POLLS CLOSE. (a) A voter who has
not voted before the time for closing the polls is entitled to vote
after that tinme if the voter is inside or waiting to enter the
polling place at 7 p. m

(b) If voters are waiting to enter the polling place at closing
time, the presiding judge shall direct themto enter the polling
pl ace and shall close it to others. However, if that procedure is
i mpracticable, at closing time the presiding judge shall distribute
nunbered identification cards to the waiting voters and permt entry
into the polling place for voting after closing tinme only by those
possessi ng a card.

(c) The presiding judge shall take the precautions necessary to
prevent voting after closing tine by persons who are not entitled to
do so.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 41.033. EARLY CLOSI NG OF CERTAI N POLLS. Notw thstandi ng
Section 41.031(a), an entity created under Section 52, Article III,
or Section 59, Article XVI, Texas Constitution, may close the polls
before 7 p.m in an election held by the entity if:

(1) the entity has fewer than 50 qualified voters; and
(2) the nunber of ballots cast in the election equals the
nunber of qualified voters.
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Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1070, Sec. 49, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

CHAPTER 42. ELECTI ON PRECI NCTS
SUBCHAPTER A. COUNTY ELECTI ON PRECI NCTS

Sec. 42.001. PRECI NCTS ESTABLI SHED BY COW SSI ONERS COURT. (a)
Each comm ssioners court by order shall divide all the territory of
the county into county election precincts in accordance with this
subchapter. The precincts nust be conpact and conti guous.

(b) In a county with a population of nore than 175,000, in
establishing a county el ection precinct, the conm ssioners court
shall consider the availability of buildings to use as polling
pl aces so that a voter of the precinct will not have to travel nore
than 25 mles fromthe voter's residence to reach the polling place
for the precinct.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 114, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 742 (H. B. 2759), Sec. 1, eff. Septenber
1, 2005.

Sec. 42.002. REQUI RED USE OF COUNTY PRECINCTS. (a) The county
el ection precincts are the election precincts for the foll ow ng
el ecti ons:

(1) the general election for state and county officers;

(2) a special election ordered by the governor;

(3) a primary el ection;

(4) a countyw de election ordered by the comm ssioners
court, county judge, or other county authority, except an el ection
subj ect to Section 42.062(2); and

(5) as provided by Section 42.0621, any other election held
by a political subdivision on a uniformelection date.

(b) Except as provided by Sections 42.008 and 42. 009, county
el ection precincts may not be consolidated for an el ection.

(c) Repealed by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1085 (H B. 1888
), Sec. 7(1), eff. Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 114, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
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Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1042 (H B. 1209), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2005.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 1261 (H B. 2926), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 2847), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 549 (H B. 2027), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch
Septenber 1, 2019.

1085 (H B. 1888), Sec. 7(1), eff.

Sec. 42.003. BOUNDARY DESCRI PTI ON. Each county el ection
preci nct must be described by natural or artificial boundaries or by
survey |ines.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 42.004. PRECI NCT | DENTI FI CATION. The comm ssioners court
shall identify each county election precinct by a nunber.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 42.005. RELATIONSH P TO DI STRICTS AND JUSTI CE AND
COWM SSI ONERS PRECI NCTS. (a) A county election precinct, including
a consolidated precinct, nmay not contain territory fromnore than one
of each of the following types of territorial units:

(1) a conm ssioners precinct;
(2) a justice precinct;
(3) a congressional district;
(4) a state representative district;
(5) a state senatorial district; or
(6) a State Board of Education district.

(b) If application of this section conflicts with application
of Section 42.006, this section prevails.

(c) Repealed by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S., Ch. 143, Sec. 4,
eff. May 24, 2013.

(d) Repealed by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S., Ch. 143, Sec. 4,
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eff. May 24, 2013.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 4(a), eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1989, 71st Leg., ch. 114, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 143 (H B. 1164), Sec. 1, eff. My
24, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 143 (H. B. 1164), Sec. 2, eff. My
24, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 143 (H. B. 1164), Sec. 4, eff. My
24, 2013.

Sec. 42.0051. COVBI NI NG CERTAIN PRECINCTS. (a) This section
applies only to a county with a population of less than 1.2 mllion
that does not participate in the countyw de polling place program
descri bed by Section 43.007.

(a-1) In a general or special election for which use of county
el ection precincts is required, the conm ssioner's court may, on the
recommendati on of the county el ection board, conbine county election
preci ncts notw thstandi ng Section 42.005 if:

(1) the conm ssioners court cannot secure a suitable
pol ling place |ocation under Section 43.031; and

(2) the location of the conbined polling place adequately
serves the voters of the conbi ned precinct.

(b) Repealed by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 1085 (S.B. 924
), Sec. 3, eff. Septenber 1, 2023.

(c) A conbined precinct under this section nay not contain nore
t han 10, 000 regi stered voters.

(d) A conbined precinct may not be established if it:

(1) results in a dilution of voting strength of a group
covered by the federal Voting Rights Act (42 U S.C. Section 1973c et
seq. ) ;

(2) results in a dilution of representation of a group
covered by the Voting Rights Act in any political or electoral
process or procedure; or

(3) results in discouraging participation by a group
covered by the Voting Rights Act in any political or electoral
process or procedure because of the |location of a polling place or
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ot her factors.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 205, Sec. 1, eff. May 19, 1993.
Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1350, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,
1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 1085 (S.B. 924), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2023.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 1085 (S.B. 924), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2028.

Sec. 42.006. POPULATI ON REQUI REMENTS. (a) Except as provided
by this section and Section 42. 0051, a county el ection precinct nust
contain at |least 100 but not nore than 5,000 regi stered voters.

(b) For an election precinct in a county with a popul ation
under 100, 000, the m ni mum nunber of registered voters the precinct
may contain is 50, except as provided by Subsection (c).

(c) In acounty with a popul ati on under 50,000, a county
el ection precinct may contain fewer than 50 registered voters if the
conmmi Ssioners court receives a witten petition, signed by at |east
25 registered voters of the county, requesting establishnent or
continuation of the precinct.

(d) Repealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 921, Sec.
5.001, eff. Septenber 1, 2007.

(e) In conmputing a nunber of registered voters under this
section, voters whose nanes appear on the list of registered voters
with the notation "S"', or a simlar notation, shall be excluded.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 36, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 742 (H. B. 2759), Sec. 2, eff. Septenber
1, 2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.11(a), eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.11(b), eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 921 (H B. 3167), Sec. 5.001, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.
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Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R'S., Ch. 1085 (S.B. 924), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Sec. 42.007. COMBI NI NG | NCORPCORATED AND UNI NCORPORATED

TERRI TORY. A commi ssioners court may not establish a county el ection
precinct containing territory inside a city with a popul ati on of
10, 000 or nore and unincorporated territory outside that city unless
the conm ssioners court determnes that either of the two areas:

(1) ~cannot constitute a separate el ection precinct of
sui tabl e size or shape that contains the perm ssible nunber of
voters; or

(2) cannot be conbined with other territory on the sane
side of the city boundary to forman election precinct of a suitable
size or shape that contains the permssible nunber of voters w thout
causi ng another election precinct to fail to neet those requirenents.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 42.008. CONSOLI DATI NG PRECI NCTS I N SPECI AL ELECTION. (a)
In a special election for which use of county election precincts is
required, the conm ssioners court may consolidate, on the
recomrendati on of the county el ection board, two or nore county
el ection precincts into a single precinct if the polling place is
| ocated so it will adequately serve the voters of the consolidated
preci nct.

(b) If county election precincts are consolidated for a
countywi de el ection, at |east one consolidated precinct nust be
situated wholly w thin each comm ssioners precinct.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 277, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 42.009. CONSCLI DATI NG PRECI NCTS I N PRI MARY ELECTI ON. The
county executive commttee of a political party holding a primary
el ection may order two or nore county el ection precincts consolidated
into a single precinct if the polling place is located so it wll
adequately serve the voters of the consolidated precinct.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 479, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 974 (H B. 1528), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Sec. 42.010. RECOVMENDATI ON ON ELI M NATI ON OF LESS POPULOUS
PRECI NCTS. (a) Repealed by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S., Ch. 143,
Sec. 4, eff. May 24, 2013.

(b) After each redistricting of a territorial unit described by
Section 42.005(a)(1) or (2), the conm ssioners court shall consider
changes to the territorial units to allow the county to elimnate
county el ection precincts with no population or a substantially snal
popul ati on.

(c) After each redistricting of a territorial unit described by
Section 42.005(a)(3), (4), (5), or (6), the conm ssioners court may
submt recommendations to the secretary of state on changes to the
territorial units to allow the county to elimnate county el ection
precincts with no population or a substantially small popul ati on.

(d) For purposes of this section, a "substantially small
popul ati on" describes a precinct with a popul ation of not nore than
10 persons or not nore than 6 registered voters, according to the
nost recent federal census or list of registered voters, as
applicable, as of the date of the redistricting.

(e) To be considered by the secretary of state, the
recommendati ons nust be submtted in the manner prescribed by the
secretary.

(f) The secretary of state shall evaluate all tinely
recommendati ons submtted in accordance with Subsection (e). The
secretary shall conpile all recomrendations for the elimnation of
the county election precincts in a manner consistent with state and
federal |aw

(g) The secretary of state shall file a report containing the
i nformati on descri bed by Subsection (f) with the governor, the
I i eut enant governor, and the speaker of the house of representatives
not later than the date of convening the first regular |egislative
session that occurs after a redistricting of a territorial unit
descri bed by Subsection (c). |If the information submtted is
insufficient for the conpilation required by Subsection (f), the
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secretary shall include a statenent to that effect in the report.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1048, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 143 (H. B. 1164), Sec. 3, eff. My
24, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 143 (H. B. 1164), Sec. 4, eff. My
24, 2013.

SUBCHAPTER B. CHANG NG COUNTY PRECI NCT BOUNDARI ES
Sec. 42.031. REVI EW NG PRECI NCTS FOR COMPLI ANCE: BOUNDARY
CHANGES. (a) During March or April of each odd-nunbered year, each
commi ssioners court shall determ ne whether the county el ection
precincts conply with Sections 42.005, 42.006, and 42.007. The
conm ssioners court may nmake that determ nation during March or Apri
of an even-nunbered year. Before May 1 of the year in which the
determnation is made, the conmm ssioners court shall order the
boundary changes necessary for conpliance.
(b) The conm ssioners court nmay order a boundary change only
during March or April unless the change is necessary to:
(1) conply with Section 42.005 or 42.032;
(2) reduce the nunber of registered voters in a precinct so
it does not exceed the maxi mum nunber permtted by Section 42.006;
or
(3) include within a precinct a suitable building avail abl e
for use as a polling place if no suitable building is available for
t hat purpose within the existing precinct boundary.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Sec. 42.032. REDI STRICTING BOUNDARY CHANGES. |If changes in
county el ection precinct boundaries are necessary to give effect to a
redistricting plan under Article 111, Section 28, of the Texas
Constitution, each comm ssioners court shall order the changes before
Cctober 1 of the year in which the redistricting is done.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
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Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Sec. 42.033. EFFECTI VE DATE OF BOUNDARY CHANGE. (a) A change
in a county election precinct boundary takes effect on the first day
of the first even-nunbered voting year following the voting year in
whi ch the change is ordered.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), for a boundary change
under Section 42.031(b), the conm ssioners court nmay order an earlier
effective date than that prescribed by Subsection (a) if:

(1) an election for an officer of a territorial unit under
Section 42.005(a) is scheduled or may be schedul ed to be held before
the effective date of the change under Subsection (a) and the
territorial unit contains the election precinct as changed; and

(2) the voter registrar has sufficient tine to correct the
regi stration records before the effective date of the change.

(c) A change in a county election precinct boundary may not
take effect on a date occurring between the date of the general
primary el ection and the date of the general election for state and
county officers unless the change is necessary to:

(1) conply with Section 42.005 after a boundary change made
under Article V, Section 18, of the Texas Constitution;

(2) include within a precinct a suitable building avail abl e
for use as a polling place if no suitable building is available for
t hat purpose within the existing precinct boundary; or

(3) conply with a court order

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 114, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 42.034. NOTICE TO REA STRAR. The comm ssi oners court
shal|l deliver a certified copy of an order changing a county el ection
preci nct boundary to the voter registrar not |later than the seventh
day after the date the order is adopted.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 42.035. PUBLIC NOTICE. (a) Beginning with the first week
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foll owing the week in which an order changing a county el ection
preci nct boundary is adopted, the conmm ssioners court shall publish
noti ce of the change:
(1) in a newspaper in the county once a week for three
consecuti ve weeks; and
(2) on the county's Internet website, if the county
mai ntains an Internet website, for three consecutive weeks.
(b) The notice nust include a brief, general description of the
boundary change.
(c) If no newspaper is published in the county, the
conmi ssioners court shall post the notice at the county courthouse on
the bulletin board used for posting notice of neetings of the
commi ssioners court. The notice nmust remai n posted continuously for
t hree consecutive weeks.
(d) The county clerk shall deliver a copy of the notice to the
secretary of state not later than the 20th day after the date the
order changi ng the boundary i s adopt ed.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 114, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1052 (H B. 933), Sec. 6, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Sec. 42.036. ADDI TIONAL NOTICE I N POPULQUS COUNTIES. (a) This
section applies only to a county with a popul ation of one mllion or
nor e.

(b) The conm ssioners court shall deliver witten notice of
each proposed change and of each order making a change in a county
el ection precinct boundary to:

(1) the county chair of each political party that held a
primary election in the county on the nost recent general primary
day;

(2) the political party's precinct chair of each affected
el ection precinct; and

(3) the presiding judge appointed by the comm ssioners
court for each affected el ection precinct.

(c) The notice of a proposed boundary change nust be delivered
not later than the seventh day before the date of the comm ssioners
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court nmeeting at which the proposed change will be considered. The
notice of an order making a boundary change nust be delivered not
| ater than the seventh day after the date the order is adopted.

(d) The notice of a proposed change must describe the proposed
change in brief, general terms, identify the precincts to be affected
by the proposed change, and state the date, hour, and place of the
nmeet i ng.

(e) The notice of an order making a boundary change nust
describe the change in brief, general terns and identify the changed
precincts. As an alternative, the notice to the county chair nay be
a copy of the order, and the notice to a precinct chair or presiding
judge may be a copy of the portion of the order affecting the
preci nct served by that person.

(f) A person entitled to notice under this section may
chal | enge a boundary change made in violation of this section by
petition to the district court. The petition nmust be filed not |ater
than one year after the date the change is scheduled to take effect.

I f the court determ nes that the conmm ssioners court failed to conply
with this section, the court shall declare the boundary change voi d.
The validity of an election held before the date of a final judgnent
declaring a change void is not affected by the judgnent.
Nonconpliance with this section may not be challenged in any other
manner .

(g) For one year following the effective date of a change in a
county el ection precinct boundary, the comm ssioners court shal
mai ntain a record containing a copy of each notice required by this
section in connection wth the boundary change and show ng the date
the notice was delivered.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 597, Sec. 65, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 42, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 42.037. FILI NG VAP OF PRECI NCT BOUNDARY CHANGES W TH
SECRETARY OF STATE. (a) Not later than the 120th day after the date
an order changing a county el ection precinct boundary is adopted, the
county clerk shall deliver to the secretary of state a map depicting
the affected precinct's boundary as changed and show ng t he nunber of
t he precinct.
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(b) The secretary of state shall retain each map for 10 years
after receipt. After that period, the secretary shall transfer the
map to the state library.

(c) The state librarian shall retain the map for 20 years after
receipt.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

SUBCHAPTER C. OTHER ELECTI ON PRECI NCTS

Sec. 42.061. PRECINCTS OF POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON OTHER THAN
COUNTY. (a) The governing body of a political subdivision other
than a county shall establish the election precincts for elections
ordered by an authority of the political subdivision.

(b) The precincts may be established before each el ection or,
once established, remain established until changed, at the governing
body' s di scretion.

(c) Repealed by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107
), Sec. 99(6), eff. Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 99(6), eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Sec. 42.0615. NOTICE TO REA STRAR OF BOUNDARY CHANGE OF
POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SION. A political subdivision that changes its
boundaries or the boundaries of districts used to elect nmenbers to
t he governing body of the political subdivision shall not |ater than
the 30th day after the date the change is adopted:

(1) notify the voter registrar of the county in which the
area subject to the boundary change is |ocated of the adopted
boundary change; and

(2) provide the voter registrar with a map of an adopted
boundary change in a format that is conpatible with the mapping
format used by the registrar's office.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 709 (S.B. 427), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.
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Sec. 42.062. PRECINCTS FOR CERTAI N SPECI AL ELECTIONS. A county
authority ordering an election shall establish the election precincts
for the election if:

(1) the election is a special election affecting only part
of the county; or

(2) the election relates to the creation, organization,
functioning, or existence of one or nore political subdivisions other
t han the county.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 42.0621. PRECI NCTS FOR ELECTI ONS HELD ON NOVEMBER UNI FORM
ELECTION DATE. (a) In an election held on the Novenber uniform
el ection date, the political subdivisions to which Section
42.002(a) (5) applies shall use the regular county el ection precincts.

(b) If an election precinct is not |located wholly within the
territory of a political subdivision holding an election in the
precinct or a district used to elect an office at the el ection,
election officials shall take reasonable neasures to ensure that a
voter voting at that precinct may not vote in an election in which
the voter is not entitled to vote.

(c) This section does not require a political subdivision to
contract with a county under Section 31.092 or hold a joint election
with a county under Chapter 271.

(d) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures to
i npl enent this section.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1042 (H B. 1209), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 2847), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 1085 (H. B. 1888), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 1085 (H. B. 1888), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 42.063. BOUNDARY DESCRI PTI ON. Each el ection precinct
establ i shed under this subchapter nust be described by natural or
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artificial boundaries, by survey lines, or if the precinct is
coterm nous with one or nore county election precincts, by use of the
county el ection precinct nunber or nunbers.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 42.064. PRECINCT |IDENTIFICATION. If nore than one
el ection precinct is established under this subchapter, the authority
establishing the precincts shall identify each precinct by a nanme or
nunber .

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 42.065. CONFLICTS WTH OTHER LAW A law outside this
subchapt er supersedes this subchapter to the extent of any conflict.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

CHAPTER 43. POLLI NG PLACES
SUBCHAPTER A. NUMBER AND LOCATI ON OF POLLI NG PLACES
Sec. 43.001. ONE POLLI NG PLACE I N EACH PRECI NCT. Each el ection
preci nct established for an el ection shall be served by a single
polling place |located within the boundary of the precinct.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 43.002. DESI GNATI ON OF LOCATI ON:  GENERAL OR SPECI AL
ELECTI ON USI NG COUNTY PRECI NCTS. (a) For a general or special
el ection in which the use of county election precincts is required,
the county clerk shall recomrend the | ocation of the polling place
for each county el ection precinct, except as provided by Subsection
(b). The comm ssioners court shall designate the recomended
| ocation as the polling place unless the court finds good cause to
reject the recormendation. |In that case, the conmm ssioners court
shal | designate another |ocation.

(b) If county election precincts are consolidated, the
commi ssioners court shall designate the |ocation of the polling place

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 244 -



ELECTI ON CODE

for the consolidated precinct.

(c) In making a designation under this section, the
conmi ssioners court of a county with a popul ation of nore than
175,000 may not designate a | ocation as a polling place that would
require a voter in the precinct to travel nore than 25 mles fromthe
voter's residence to the polling place.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 742 (H.B. 2759), Sec. 3, eff. Septenber
1, 2005.

Sec. 43.003. DESI GNATI ON OF LOCATI ON: PRI MARY ELECTION. The
county chair of a political party holding a primary el ection shal
designate the |location of the polling place for each el ection
precinct in the primary unless the precinct is one that is
consolidated. |In that case, the county executive comrttee shal
desi gnate the | ocation.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 43, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 43.004. DESI GNATI ON OF LOCATI ON:  ELECTI ONS OF OTHER
PCLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SIONS. (a) The governing body of each political
subdi vi sion aut horized to hold el ections, other than a county, shal
designate the |ocation of the polling place for each of its election
precincts.

(b) If a political subdivision holds an election on a uniform
el ection date and is required to use the regular county el ection
precincts, the political subdivision shall designate as the polling
pl aces for the election the regular county polling places in the
county election precincts that contain territory fromthe political
subdi vi si on

(c) If a political subdivision holds an election jointly with
an el ection described by Section 43.007(a)(1), (2), (3), or (4) and
is required to use countywi de polling places under Section 43.007,

t he governing body of the political subdivision my designate as the
polling places for any required runoff election only the polling
pl aces located in the territory or in and near the territory of the

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 245 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/79R/billtext/html/HB02759F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

political subdivision where eligible voters reside.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1042 (H B. 1209), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 1261 (H B. 2926), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 1169 (S.B. 578), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 549 (H B. 2027), Sec. 4, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.

Sec. 43.005. DESI GNATI ON OF LOCATI ON:  CERTAI N SPECI AL
ELECTIONS. The authority establishing election precincts under
Section 42.062 shall designate the |ocation of the polling place for
each precinct.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 43.006. CONFLICTS WTH OTHER LAW A |aw outside this
subchapt er supersedes this subchapter to the extent of any conflict.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 43.007. COUNTYW DE PCLLI NG PLACE PROGRAM (a) The

secretary of state shall inplenent a programto all ow each
conmmi ssioners court participating in the programto elimnate county
el ection precinct polling places and establish countyw de polling
pl aces for:

(1) any election required to be conducted by the county;

(2) any election held as part of a joint election agreenent
with a county under Chapter 271;

(3) any election held under contract for election services
with a county under Subchapter D, Chapter 31;

(4) each primary election and runoff primary election if:

(A) the county chair or county executive conmttee of

each political party participating in a joint primary el ection under

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 246 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/79R/billtext/html/HB01209F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/HB02926F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/83R/billtext/html/SB00578F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/billtext/html/HB02027F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

Section 172.126 agrees to the use of countyw de polling places; or
(B) the county chair or county executive conmttee of

each political party required to nom nate candi dates by prinmary

el ection agrees to use the sanme countyw de polling places; and

(5) each election of a political subdivision |ocated in the
county that is held jointly with an el ection described by Subdi vi si on
(3) or (4).

(b) The conm ssioners court of a county that desires to
participate in the program authorized by this section shall hold a
public hearing on the county's participation in the program The
conmi ssioners court shall submt a transcript or electronic recording
of the public comments nade at the hearing to the secretary of state.
A county that has previously participated in a simlar program and
hel d a public hearing on the county's participation in that program
is not required to hold a hearing under this subsection.

(c) In conducting the program the secretary of state shal
provide for an audit of the voting system equi pment before and after
the election, and during the election to the extent such an audit is
practi cabl e.

(d) The secretary of state shall select to participate in the
program each county that:

(1) bhas held a public hearing under Subsection (b);

(2) has submtted docunentation listing the steps taken to
solicit input on participating in the program by organi zati ons or
persons who represent the interests of voters;

(3) has inplenented a conputerized voter registration |ist
that allows an election officer at the polling place to verify that a
voter has not previously voted in the el ection;

(4) uses direct recording electronic voting machines,
bal | ot marki ng devi ces, or hand-marked scannabl e paper ballots that
are printed and scanned at the polling place or any other type of
voting system equi pnent that the secretary of state determnes is
capabl e of processing votes for each type of ballot to be voted in
the county; and

(5) is determned by the secretary of state to have the
appropriate technol ogi cal capabilities.

(e) Each countyw de polling place nmust allow a voter to vote in
the sane elections in which the voter would be entitled to vote in
the county election precinct in which the voter resides.

(f) In selecting countywi de polling places, a county nust adopt
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a met hodol ogy for determ ning where each polling place will be
| ocated. The total nunber of countyw de polling places may not be
| ess than:

(1) except as provided by Subdivision (2), 50 percent of
t he nunber of precinct polling places that woul d otherw se be | ocated
in the county for that election; or

(2) for an election held in the first year in which the
county participates in the program 65 percent of the nunber of
preci nct polling places that would otherwi se be | ocated in the county
for that election.

(g) A county participating in the program nust establish a plan
to provide notice informng voters of the changes nade to the
| ocations of polling places under the program The plan nmust require
that notice of the |location of the nearest countyw de polling place
be posted on election day at each polling place used in the previous
general election for state and county officers that is not used as a
countywi de polling place.

(h) In adopting a nethodol ogy under Subsection (f) or creating
t he pl an under Subsection (g), the county shall solicit input from
organi zations or persons |ocated within the county who represent
mnority voters.

(1) The secretary of state may only select to participate in
t he program six counties with a popul ati on of 100,000 or nore and
four counties with a popul ation of |ess than 100, 000.

(j) Not later than January 1 of each odd-nunbered year, the
secretary of state shall file a report with the legislature. The
report nust include any conplaints or concerns regarding a specific
el ection that have been filed with the office of the secretary of
state before the preparation of the report and any avail able
i nformati on about voter turnout and waiting tinmes at the polling
pl aces. The report may include the secretary of state's
recomrendati ons on the future use of countyw de polling places and
suggestions for statutory amendnent regarding the use of countyw de
pol l'i ng pl aces.

(k) Each county that previously participated in a program under
this section is authorized to continue participation in the program
for future el ections described by Subsection (a) if:

(1) the conm ssioners court of the county approves
participation in the program and
(2) the secretary of state determ nes the county's
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participation in the programwas successf ul

(1) Subsections (b), (c), and (d) do not apply to a county
participating in the program under Subsection (k).

(m In adopting a nethodol ogy under Subsection (f), the county
nmust ensure that:

(1) each county conm ssioners precinct contains at |east
one countyw de polling place; and
(2) the total nunber of polling places open for voting in a

county conmm ssioners precinct does not exceed nore than tw ce the
nunber of polling places in another county comm ssioners precinct.

(n) To the greatest extent possible, countyw de polling places
shall be located in a precinct where the political party that
received the greatest nunmber of votes in the |ast gubernatori al
election is the sanme political party with which the presiding judge
is affiliated.

(o) Each countyw de polling place nmust post a notice of the
four nearest countyw de polling place |ocations by driving distance.

(p) If a court orders any countyw de polling place to remain
open after 7 p.m, all countyw de polling places |ocated in that
county shall remain open for the length of tinme required in the court
order.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 606 (H. B. 719), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2013.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 3.03, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

1002 (H. B. 2194), Sec. 8, eff.
1169 (S.B. 578), Sec. 2, eff.
828 (H. B. 1735), Sec. 11, eff.

1188 (H B. 3965), Sec. 1, eff.

S 8 & 2 8

711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 38, eff.

SUBCHAPTER B. BUI LDI NG FOR USE AS POLLI NG PLACE
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Sec. 43.031. POLLING PLACE IN PUBLIC BULDING (a) In this
subchapter, "public building" neans a buil ding owned or controlled by
the state or a political subdivision.

(b) Each polling place shall be |ocated inside a building. No
voter may cast a vote frominside a notor vehicle unless the voter
nmeets the requirenents of Section 64.0009.

(c) The building selected for a polling place shall be a public
building if practicable. The entity that owns or controls a public
bui Il ding shall make the building avail able for use as a polling place
in any election that covers territory in which the building is
| ocated. |If nmore than one authority requests the use of the building
for the sane day and sinultaneous use is inpracticable, the entity
that owns or controls the building shall determ ne which authority
may use the buil ding.

(d) If a suitable public building is unavailable, the polling
pl ace may be | ocated in sonme other building, including a building on
a federal mlitary base or facility with the perm ssion of the post
or base commander, and any charge for its use is an el ection expense.
A polling place may not be located in a building under this
subsection unless electioneering is permtted on the building s
prem ses outside the prescribed limts within which electioneering is
prohi bited, except that a polling place nay be located in a building
at which electioneering is not permtted if it is the only building
avai lable for use as a polling place in the election precinct.

(e) A polling place may not be |located at the residence of a
person who is:

(1) a candidate for an elective office, including an office
of a political party; or

(2) related within the third degree by consanguinity or the
second degree by affinity, as determ ned under Chapter 573,
Government Code, to a candi date described by Subdivision (1).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 976, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1350, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1999,
76th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2003, 78th
Leg., ch. 516, Sec. 1, June 20, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 3.04, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021
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Sec. 43.032. BU LD NG ACQUI RED BY COUNTY FOR PCLLI NG PLACE.
(a) If a public building is unavailable for use as the polling place
for a county election precinct, the comm ssioners court nay purchase
or construct a building in the precinct for that purpose.

(b) The conm ssioners court nmay permt a building purchased or
constructed under Subsection (a) to be used with or w thout charge
for purposes other than as a polling place.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 976, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 43.033. CONSI DERATI ON FOR USE OF PUBLI C BU LDI NG AS
PCLLI NG PLACE. (a) No charge, including a charge for personnel
utilities, or other expenses incurred before or after regul ar
busi ness hours, may be nade for the use of a public building for a
polling place if the day of the election is a day on which the
building is normally open for business. |f the day of the election
is a day on which the building is not normally open for business, a
charge may be nmade only for reinbursenent for the actual expenses
resulting fromuse of the building in the election.

(b) The reinbursing authority is entitled to an item zed
statenent of expenses before making remttance.

(c) A person conmits an offense if the person assesses a charge
for the use of a public building for a polling place in violation of
Subsection (a). An offense under this subsectionis a Cass C
m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 481, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1989, 71st Leg., ch. 976, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1993,
73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 43.034. ACCESSIBILITY OF POLLI NG PLACE TO THE ELDERLY AND
PERSONS W TH PHYSI CAL DI SABI LITIES. (a) Each polling place shall be
accessible to and usable by the elderly and persons wi th physical
di sabilities. To be considered accessible, a polling place nust neet
t he standards established under Article 9102, Revised Statutes,
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i ncluding the foll owi ng standards:

(1) the polling place nust be on the ground-Ievel floor or
be accessible fromthe ground-level floor by an el evator with doors
t hat provide an opening of at |east 36 inches in w dth;

(2) doors, entrances, and exits used to enter or |eave the
polling place nust have a m ni numw dth of 32 inches;

(3) any curb adjacent to the main entrance to a polling
pl ace nmust have curb cuts or tenporary nonslip ranps;

(4) any stairs necessary to enter or |eave the polling
pl ace nmust have a handrail on each side of the stairs and a nonslip
ranp; and

(5) the polling place may not have a barrier that inpedes
the path of a person with physical disabilities to the voting
station.

(b) The conmm ssioners court shall provide a polling place that
conplies with Subsection (a) in each county election precinct. The
site shall be nade available for use as a polling place on every day
that an election may be held wthin the precinct by any authority
that hol ds el ections. The conm ssioners court nmay nmake expenditures
fromeither the general fund or the permanent inprovenent fund to
bring an existing county-owned site into conpliance with Subsection
(a).

(c) The governing body of each political subdivision that holds
el ections shall cooperate with the conm ssioners court inits
respective county in inplenmenting this section and is subject to the
sane requirenents for conpliance as prescribed by Subsection (b). If
the authority holding an election rejects a county-designated polling
pl ace that is avail able and chooses to use a different site of its
own designation, it shall provide a polling place that conplies with
Subsection (a) at its own expense. A political party that is holding
a primary election may not reject an avail abl e county-desi gnat ed
polling place without the prior consent of the secretary of state.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 622, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1999, 76th Leg., ch. 809, Sec. 1, 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

SUBCHAPTER C. | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG LOCATI ON OF POLLI NG PLACE
Sec. 43.061. NOTI CE OF CHANGE OF LOCATI ON OF PCLLI NG PLACE.

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 252 -



ELECTI ON CODE

(a) This section applies only to a general or special election that
is ordered by the governor or the county judge.

(b) If the location of a polling place changes after notice of
an election is given under Section 4.003, the county clerk shall give
notice of the change not later than the earlier of:

(1) 24 hours after the location is changed; or

(2) 72 hours before the polls open on el ection day.

(c) Notice required by Subsection (b) must be given by:

(1) notifying each candi date whose nane appears on the
ballot in the election or, in the case of an office filled by voters
of nore than one county, notifying the county chair or, for an
i ndependent candi date, the county judge of the county in which the
change occurs; or

(2) posting the notice in a listing used specifically to
informthe public of changes to the location of a polling place on
any Internet website that the county clerk maintains to provide
information on elections held in the county.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 802, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 709 (S.B. 427), Sec. 2(a), eff.
Septenber 1, 2005.

Sec. 43.062. NOTI CE AT PREVI QUS POLLI NG PLACE. If the location
of the polling place for an election precinct is different fromthe
| ocation used for the precinct in the preceding el ection ordered by
the sane authority, the authority responsible for giving notice of
the election shall, if possible, post notice at the entrance to the
previous polling place stating that the |ocation has changed and
providing the |location of the new polling place.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 802, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 43.063. USE OF COVPUTERI ZED | NFORMATION. I n an el ection
in which detailed poll location information is available at a polling
pl ace through a conputer, an election officer shall provide that
information to assist voters in determ ning the correct polling place
| ocation for the voter's election precinct.
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Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 802, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

TITLE 5. ELECTI ON SUPPLI ES
CHAPTER 51. ELECTI ON SUPPLI ES
SUBCHAPTER A. PROCURI NG ALLOCATI NG, AND DI STRI BUTI NG ELECTI ON

SUPPLI ES
Sec. 51.001. ELECTION SUPPLIES. In this chapter, "election
supplies" neans the equi pnent, ballots, fornms, |lists of registered

voters, and other materials necessary to conduct an el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 51.002. COUNTY ELECTION BOARD. (a) A county election
board is established in each county for the general election for
state and county officers, a special election for an officer
regularly elected at the general election, and any other election
ordered by a county authority or held at county expense.

(b) For the general election for state and county officers and
for a special election for an officer regularly elected at the
general election, the county election board consists of the county
judge, county clerk, voter registrar, sheriff, and county chair of
each political party required to nom nate candi dates by primary
el ection. For other elections, the board consists of the county
j udge, county clerk, voter registrar, and sheriff.

(c) The county clerk is the chair of the county el ection board.

(d) A neeting of the county election board shall be:

(1) held in person; and
(2) open to the public.

(e) Not later than 48 hours before each neeting of the county
el ection board, the county clerk shall post notice of the neeting on
the county's Internet website, if the county nmaintains a website.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 44, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 733 (H B. 2800), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2023.
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Sec. 51.003. PROCURI NG AND ALLOCATI NG SUPPLI ES. Except as
ot herwi se provided by law, the follow ng authority shall procure the
el ection supplies necessary to conduct an el ection and shal
determ ne the quantity of the various types of supplies to be
provi ded to each precinct polling place and early voting polling
pl ace:

(1) for an election ordered by the governor or a county
authority, the county clerk, subject to the approval of the county
el ecti on board,

(2) for a primary election, the county chair of the
political party holding the primary, subject to the approval of the
party's county executive conmttee;

(3) for an election ordered by a city authority, the city
secretary; and

(4) for an election ordered by an authority of a political
subdi vi sion other than a county or city, the secretary of the
subdi vi sion's governing body or, if the governing body has no
secretary, the governing body's presiding officer.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.45; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864,

Sec. 45, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 51.004. DI STRIBUTING SUPPLIES. (a) Except as otherw se
provided by |aw, the authority responsible for procuring the election
supplies for an election shall distribute the supplies for the
el ection.

(b) The appropriate supplies shall be distributed to each
presiding el ection judge not |ater than one hour before the polls are
required to be open for voting and to the early voting clerk before
t he beginning of early voting.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.46; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 17, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 51.005. NUMBER OF BALLOTS. (a) The authority responsible
for procuring the election supplies for an election shall provide for
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each el ection precinct a nunber of ballots equal to at |east the
percent age of voters who voted in that precinct in the nost recent
correspondi ng el ection plus 25 percent of that nunber, except that
t he nunber of ballots provided may not exceed the total nunber of
regi stered voters in the precinct.

(b) In conputing a nunber of registered voters under this
section, voters whose nanmes appear on the list of registered voters
with the notation "S", or a simlar notation, shall be excluded.

(c) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures for
determ ning the nunber of provisional ballots to be provided.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 37, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.12, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Sec. 51.006. PREPARI NG BALLOTS FOR DI STRIBUTI ON. The authority
responsi ble for distributing election supplies shall package and seal
each set of ballots before their distribution and shall mark the
package with the nunber of ballots enclosed and the range of the
bal |l ot serial nunbers. |If the authority is the early voting clerk,
the ballots allocated for early voting need not be packaged and
seal ed.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.47; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 18, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 51.007. RECORD OF BALLOT DI STRIBUTION. (a) As soon as
practicable after the ballots are packaged for distribution, the
authority responsible for distributing el ection supplies shal
prepare a record of the nunmber of ballots and the range of serial
nunbers on the ballots to be distributed to each presiding judge and
the early voting clerk

(b) The authority shall preserve the record for the period for
preserving the precinct election records.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.48; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 51.008. SUPPLEMENTI NG DI STRI BUTED BALLOTS. (a) The
authority responsible for distributing election supplies shall retain
a reserve of ballots to supplenent the distributed ballots and on
el ection day nmay reall ocate previously distributed ballots anong the
pol l'i ng pl aces.

(b) The authority shall enter on the record of ball ot
di stribution the nunber of ballots reserved and the nunber of ballots
distributed fromthe reserve to each polling place. The range of
serial nunmbers on the ballots shall be included in the record.

(c) If distributed ballots are reallocated, the authority shal
indicate the reallocation on the record of ballot distribution and
shal | issue a receipt to each presiding election judge show ng the
nunber of ballots and the range of serial nunbers on the ballots
taken fromthe judge's polling place for redistribution. Each
presiding judge shall indicate on the ballot register any
real l ocation of ballots affecting that polling place.

(d) The authority shall retain the undistributed reserve for
the period for preserving the precinct election records.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 51.009. SHERI FF TO DELIVER SUPPLIES. (a) The sheriff
shal |l deliver the election supplies that a county clerk is
responsi bl e for distributing, on request of the clerk, to each
presi di ng judge who has not obtained themfromthe clerk.

(b) This section does not require the sheriff to deliver an
itemthat cannot be transported in a regul ar passenger vehicle.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 51.010. FAILURE TO DI STRI BUTE OR DELI VER SUPPLIES. (a) A
person conmits an offense if the person is responsible for
di stributing election supplies for an election and intentionally
fails to distribute any of the supplies by the deadline prescribed by
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Section 51.004(b).

(b) A person conmits an offense if the person is entrusted with
the delivery of election supplies for use at polling places and
intentionally fails to deliver any of the supplies within the tine
specified by the person who entrusted the delivery to the person.

(c) An offense under this section is a Cass C m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 46, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 51.011. OBSTRUCTI NG DI STRIBUTI ON CF SUPPLIES. (a) A
person conmts an offense if the person intentionally obstructs the
di stribution of election supplies for an el ection.

(b) An offense under this section is a Cass C m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 51.013. | DENTI FI CATI ON OF PRI NTERS FOR PRI MARY ELECTI ON OR
GENERAL ELECTI ON FOR STATE AND COUNTY OFFI CERS. (a) Each person who
prints ballots or other election supplies for a primary el ection or
the general election for state and county officers shall file a
statenent with the secretary of state as provided by this section.

(b) The statenent nust be filed not later than the 60th day
before the date of the applicable election.

(c) The statenent rnust i nclude:

(1) the nane, business address, and business tel ephone
nunber of the printer;

(2) the nane and tel ephone nunber of any agent or enpl oyee
of the printer who is designated to receive inquiries or issue
i nformati on about the printing of ballots or other election supplies;
and

(3) the nane and address of each client for whomthe
bal l ots or other supplies are printed, the voting nmethods for which
the materials are printed for the client, and a description of the
materials printed for the client.

(d) The secretary of state shall prescribe the formfor the
statenent required by this section.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
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SUBCHAPTER B. ELECTI ON EQUI PMENT

Sec. 51.031. APPROVAL OF BALLOT AND VOTI NG BOOTHS. (a) Except
as otherw se provided by this subchapter, the secretary of state nust
approve the conposition and design of ballot boxes and voting booths
before the equi pnent may be used in el ections.

(b) A person desiring approval of a ballot box or a voting
booth for use in this state nust submt a witten request for
approval to the secretary of state.

(c) After examning the specifications or a nodel of a ball ot
box or voting booth submtted for approval, the secretary of state by
witten order shall approve the equipnent for use in elections if the
secretary determ nes that the equi pnent's conposition and design are
suitable for the intended use.

(d) The secretary of state shall attach the approval order to
t he approval request and retain it permanently on file.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 51.032. VOIING BOOTHS. (a) Voting booths that provide
privacy for voters while marking their ballots shall be provided at
each polling place.

(b) The entrance of the voting booth may be open or it may have
a door or curtain that a voter may cl ose while occupyi ng the boot h.

(c) A voting booth may be used w thout approval of the
secretary of state if the booth conplies with the standards
prescri bed by the secretary of state or if the booth:

(1) is rectangular, with at |east three sides of opaque
mat eri al beginning not nore than three feet fromthe floor and
extending to a height of at least six feet fromthe fl oor;

(2) has inside dinensions at |east 22 inches wi de and 30
i nches deep; and

(3) has a shelf for witing.

(d) The voting booth standards prescribed by the secretary of
state nust assure that privacy for voters while marking their ballots
is provided and that the voting booth's conposition and design are
suitable for the intended use.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 259 -



ELECTI ON CODE

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Sec. 51.033. NUMBER AND USE OF BALLOT BOXES. (a) Four ball ot
boxes shall be used at each polling place in an election and shall be
mar ked as fol |l ows:

(1) "Ballot Box No. 1 for Election Precinct No. "

(2) "Ballot Box No. 2 for Election Precinct No. "

(3) "Ballot Box No. 3 for Election Precinct No. _
and
(4) "Ballot Box No. 4 for Election Precinct No. = "

(b) If an election precinct is designated by nanme instead of
nunber, the nane of the precinct shall be nmarked on the box.

(c) Ballot boxes no. 1 and no. 2 are used for the deposit of
voters' marked ballots.

(d) Ballot box no. 3 is used for delivering the voted ballots
to their custodian after they are counted and for storing the voted
ball ots during the preservation period.

(e) Ballot box no. 4 is used for delivering defectively
printed, spoiled, and unused ballots to their custodian after the

el ecti on.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 51.034. SPECIFI CATI ONS FOR BALLOT BOXES. (a) Each ball ot
box must be made of a sturdy material and suitably designed for its
i ntended use. Each box nust have a | ock and key.

(b) Ballot boxes no. 1 and no. 2 nust each have a slot in the
top just |large enough to receive a ballot. Ballot boxes no. 3 and
no. 4 are not required to have a slot, but if a slot is provided, it
may not be | arger than that prescribed for boxes no. 1 and no. 2.

(c) A ballot box may be used w thout approval of the secretary
of state if the box:

(1) is an enclosed, opaque container made of netal, wood,
or other material;

(2) is equipped with a hinged top, hasp, and padl ock; and

(3) conplies with Subsection (b).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 51.035. USE OF COUNTY- OAMNED EQUI PMENT FOR PRI MARY
ELECTION. (a) On request of the county chair of a political party
holding a primary election, the county clerk shall furnish available
county-owned bal |l ot boxes and voting booths to the party for use in
its primary el ection.

(b) If there is not enough county-owned equi pment to satisfy
t he requests made under Subsection (a), the comm ssioners court shal
al |l ocate the equi pnment anong the political parties requesting it.

(c) A fee may not be charged for use of equi pnent furnished
under this section, but the political party shall reinburse the
county for the actual expenses incurred by the county in transporting
the equi pnment to and fromthe polling places if the county provides
t hat service

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 47, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 51.036. CUSTCDI AN OF EQUI PMENT. Except as otherw se
provi ded by this code, the authority responsible for distributing
el ection supplies for an election ordered by an authority of a
political subdivision is the custodian of the el ection equi pnent
owned by the political subdivision.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

CHAPTER 52. BALLOT FORM CONTENT, AND PREPARATI ON
SUBCHAPTER A. PREPARI NG THE BALLOT
Sec. 52.001. OFFICIAL BALLOT. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (b), the vote in an election is by official ballot.
(b) If an official ballot is unavailable at a polling place,
the presiding election judge shall provide a ballot designed in
accordance with this chapter

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.002. AUTHORI TY PREPARI NG BALLOT. Except as otherw se
provi ded by law, the follow ng authority shall have the official
bal | ot prepared:
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(1) for an election ordered by the governor or a county
authority, the county clerk;

(2) for a primary election, the county chair of the
political party holding the primary;

(3) for an election ordered by a city authority, the city
secretary; and

(4) for an election ordered by an authority of a political
subdi vi sion other than a county or city, the secretary of the
subdi vi sion's governing body or, if the governing body has no
secretary, the governing body's presiding officer.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 48, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 52.003. PLACI NG CANDI DATE' S NAME ON BALLOT. (a) Except
as otherw se provided by |aw, the authority responsible for having
the official ballot prepared shall have placed on the ballot the name
of each candi dat e:

(1) who has filed with the authority an application for a
pl ace on the ballot that conplies with the requirenents as to form
content, and procedure that the application nust satisfy for the
candi date's nane to be placed on the ballot; or

(2) whose entitlenent to placenent on the ballot has been
lawfully certified to the authority.

(b) A candidate's nanme shall be placed on the ballot in the
formindicated on the candidate's application or, if the application
was not filed wwth the authority, in the formcertified to the
authority.

(c) Except as otherwi se provided by law, in a runoff election,
the authority shall have placed on the ballot the nane of each
candidate who is entitled to a place on the runoff ballot as
i ndi cated by the canvass for the main el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 49, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 52.004. FAILURE TO PLACE CANDI DATE'S NAME ON BALLOT. (a)
A person commts an offense if the person is responsible for having
the official ballot prepared for an election and knowingly fails to
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pl ace on the ballot the name of a candidate who is entitled to have
t he candi date's nane placed on the ballot.
(b) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 50, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 52.005. BALLOT CONTENT DETERM NED ACCORDI NG TO PRECI NCT.
The ballot for an election precinct may contain only those offices
and propositions stating neasures on which the qualified voters of
the precinct are entitled to vote.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.006. CORRECTING BALLOT. (a) To nake a necessary
correction on the ballot, the authority responsible for having the
official ballot prepared may:

(1) prepare new ballots;

(2) line out or otherw se obscure the |anguage being
corrected and enter in printed formthe correct |anguage next to the
| anguage being corrected, if necessary; or

(3) prepare printed or blank correction stickers to be
affixed to the ballots.

(b) A correction sticker used under this section nust be
printed in the sanme type style and on the sane col or of paper as the
bal | ot .

(c) A correction sticker may be affixed to a ballot only by the
authority responsible for having the official ballot prepared or by
an election officer serving a polling place.

(d) A vote may not be counted for a nanme appearing on a
correction sticker unless the sticker is prepared and affixed to the
bal |l ot as provided by this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.0061. NOTICE OF CORRECTI ON BY AUTHORI TY RESPONSI BLE FOR
PREPARI NG BALLOT. (a) The authority responsible for having the
official ballot prepared shall deliver witten notice to the
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secretary of state not |later than 24 hours after the authority's
determ nation to prepare new ballots to nmake a correction on the
bal | ot .

(b) The notice nust include a statenment of the nature of the
correction to be made.

Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 289, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 52.0062. NOTI CE OF CORRECTI ON BY CERTAIN PRI NTERS. (a)
Each person required to file a statenment under Section 51.013 shal
deliver witten notice to the secretary of state not |ater than 48
hours after the person receives a request to prepare new ballots to
nmake a correction on the ballot for a primary el ection or the general
el ection for state and county officers.

(b) The notice nust include the nanme, address, and tel ephone
nunber of the person requesting the corrected ballots and a statenent
of the nature of the correction to be nade.

Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 289, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 52.0063. UNLAWFUL PREPARATI ON OF BALLOTS. (a) A person
commits an offense if the person knowi ngly prepares or causes to be
prepared new ballots to make a correction on the ballot w thout
conplying with Section 52. 0061 or 52.0062, as applicable.

(b) Except as authorized by Section 52.006, a person conmmts an
offense if the person know ngly prepares or causes to be prepared for
an election any ballot that contains the sane nunber as a ballot that
has been prepared for the el ection.

(c) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 289, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 52.0064. DESTRUCTION OF | NCORRECT BALLOTS. (a) |If new
ballots are prepared to make a correction on the ballot, the
authority responsible for having the official ballot prepared shal
destroy the incorrect ballots in the presence of:

(1) the sheriff, in an election ordered by the governor or
a primary election; or
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(2) the authority responsible for ordering the election, in
any ot her el ection.

(b) The authority responsible for having the official ballot
prepared shall post in the authority's office a notice of the date,
hour, and place of the destruction of the incorrect ballots. The
notice nust remain posted continuously for the 72 hours preceding the
schedul ed tinme of the destruction.

(c) Any interested person is entitled to be present at the
destruction of incorrect ballots.

(d) The authority responsible for having the official ballot
prepared shall prepare a record of the incorrect ballots that are
destroyed. The authority shall preserve the record for the period
for preserving the precinct election records.

Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 289, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 52.007. SPECI MEN BALLOT. (a) An official ballot for each
ball ot format used in each election shall be designated a specinen
bal | ot .

(b) The specinen ballot shall be nade avail able for public
i nspecti on:

(1) for an election other than a primary election, in the
office of the authority responsible for having the official ballot
prepared; or

(2) for a primary election, in the office of the county
cl erk.

(c) The specinen ballot shall be made avail able for public
i nspection as soon as practicable after the official ballots have
been prepared for the election and shall be preserved for the period
for preserving the precinct election records.

(d) The county chair of each political party holding a primary
el ection shall deliver the ballots to be used as specinen ballots to
the county clerk when the official ballots are received fromthe
printer.

(e) The authority in whose office the specinmen ballot is kept
shall mark each specinen ballot with "SPECIMEN' in a manner that wll
not prevent the reading of its contents. |If nore than one ball ot
format is used in the election, the authority shall indicate on the
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speci nen ballot the election precincts in which each ballot format is
used.
(f) A specinen ballot may not be reproduced for distribution.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 51, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 52.008. SAMPLE BALLOT. (a) The authority responsible for
procuring the election supplies shall have a supply of sanple ballots
pri nt ed.

(b) A sanple ballot may be printed only on yell ow paper.
"SAMPLE BALLOT" shall be printed in large letters at the top of each
sanpl e ball ot.

(c) Sanple ballots shall be distributed for use in the el ection
as directed by the authority responsi ble for procuring the election
suppl i es.

(d) A sanple ballot may not be cast or counted in an el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 17, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

SUBCHAPTER B. NAME ON BALLOT

Sec. 52.031. FORM OF NAME ON BALLOT. (a) A candidate's nane
shall be printed on the ballot with the given nanme or initials first,
foll owed by a nicknanme, if any, followed by the surname, in
accordance with this section.

(a-1) A person may use any surnane acquired by |aw or marri age.

(b) In conmbination with the surnane, a candi date rmay use one or
nore of the follow ng:

(1) a given nane;

(2) a contraction or famliar formof a given nane by which
t he candidate is known; or

(3) an initial of a given nane.

(c) A nickname of one unhyphenated word of not nore than 10
letters by which the candi date has been conmmonly known for at |east
three years preceding the election my be used in conbination with a
candi date's nane. A nicknane that constitutes a slogan or otherw se
indicates a political, economc, social, or religious view or
affiliation may not be used. A nicknane may not be used unless the
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candi date executes and files with the application for a place on the
ball ot an affidavit indicating that the nicknane conplies with this
subsecti on.

(d) A suffix such as "Sr.," "Jr.," or "2nd" may be used in
conmbi nation with a candi date's nane.

(e) A married woman or wi dow may use in conbination with her
surnane, if the sanme as her husband's surnane, the given name or
initials of her husband with the prefix "Ms."

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 22, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1098 (H B. 2075), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Sec. 52.032. CANDI DATES WTH SAME OR SI M LAR SURNAMES. (a) |If
two or nore candidates for the sane office have the sane or simlar
surnanes, each of those candi dates nmay have printed on the ballot a
bri ef distinguishing description or title, not to exceed four words,
foll owi ng the candi date's nane.

(b) The description or title may only refer to the candidate's
pl ace of residence or present or forner profession, occupation, or
position. However, the description or title my not refer to a
public office.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Sec. 52.033. TITLES PROH BI TED. Except as ot herw se provided
by this subchapter, a title or designation of office, status, or
position nmay not be used in conjunction with a candi date's name on
t he ball ot.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.034. NAME ON BALLOT MORE THAN ONCE. A candidate's nane
may not appear nore than once on the ballot except as a candi date
for:
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(1) two or nore offices that are permtted by law to be
hel d by the sane person; or

(2) the office of president or vice-president of the United
States and anot her office.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

SUBCHAPTER C. FORM OF BALLOT

Sec. 52.061. PRINTING ON BALLOT. (a) The ballot shall be
printed in black ink on white or |ight-colored paper, but the ball ot
may not be the sanme col or as sanple ballots.

(b) The type on the ballot may vary in size and style for the
office titles, colum headi ngs, nanes of candi dates, proposition
headi ngs, and propositions, but the type for each particul ar category
nmust be uniform

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 23, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 52.062. NUMBERI NG OF BALLOTS. The ballots prepared by
each authority responsible for having the official ballot prepared
shal | be nunbered consecutively beginning with the nunber "1."

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.063. DESI GNATI ON OF ELECTI ON AND DATE. A designation
of the nature of the election and the date of the election shall be
printed at the top of the ballot.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.064. DESI GNATI ON AS OFFI CI AL BALLOT. "OFFI Cl AL BALLOT"
shall be printed in large letters on the ballot inmediately bel ow the
designation and date of the el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 52.065. ARRANGEMENT OF BALLOT W TH PARTY NOM NEE. (a)

For an election in which a candidate's nane is to appear on the
ball ot as the nom nee of a political party, the ballot shall be
arranged in vertical columms separated by parallel lines, as provided
by this section.

(b) Each title of an office to be voted on shall be listed in
the first colum on the left of the ballot with "Candi dates For:"
printed at the top. The office titles shall be separated by parall el
hori zontal |ines extending through each columm on the ballot.

(c) The nane of each political party with a nom nee on the
ball ot shall be printed at the top of the second and as many
succeedi ng col ums as necessary. The nane of the nom nee of each
party for each office shall appear opposite the office in the
appropriate party colum. The party colums shall be of uniform
wi dt h.

(d) If the nane of an independent candidate is to appear on the
ball ot, a columm imediately follow ng the party colums shall be
provi ded, with "Independent” printed at the top. The nane of each
i ndependent candi date shall appear in the columm opposite the
appropriate office title.

(e) If wite-in votes are permtted by lawin the election, a
colum imredi ately foll owi ng the other colums shall be provided for
wite-in votes, with "Wite-in" printed at the top. Adequate space
shal|l be provided in the colum for wite-in votes.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.066. ARRANGEMENT OF BALLOT W TH NO PARTY NOM NEE. (a)
For an election in which no party nomnee is to appear on the ballot,
the ball ot shall be arranged as provided by this section.

(b) Each title of an office to be voted on shall be listed in a
vertical colum with the nanme of each candidate |isted bel ow the
appropriate office title.

(c) If wite-in votes are permtted by lawin the election, a
space underscored by a broken or solid line shall be provided for a
wite-in vote below the nanes of the candidates for each office. |If
nore than one candidate is to be elected to an office, wite-in
spaces shall be provided in a nunber equal to the nunber of
candi dates to be el ected.
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(d) If the length of the ballot arranged as one col unmm woul d
exceed 18 inches, the office titles may be arranged in parall el
vertical colums.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.067. NONALI GNED CANDI DATE DESI GNATED AS | NDEPENDENT.
In an election in which the candidates' political party alignnents
are to be printed on the ballot next to the candi dates' nanes,
"I ndependent” shall be printed on the ballot next to the name of each
candidate who is not aligned with a political party.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.068. OFFICE TITLE TO APPEAR ON BALLOT | F NO CANDI DATE
FOR OFFICE. (a) |If no candidate's nanme is to appear on the ball ot
for a particular office to be voted on at an election in which wite-
in votes for the office are permtted by law, the authority
responsi bl e for having the official ballot prepared shall have the
office title printed on the ballot and shall provide a space for a
wite-in vote as required by this code. However, in an election in
which wite-in votes may be counted only for names appearing on a
list of wite-in candidates, if no candidate's nane is to appear on
the ballot or the list of wite-in candidates for a particul ar
office, the office title is not printed on the ballot.

(b) If the authority fails to have the office title printed on
the ballot, a person may not be declared elected to the office
because of wite-in votes that are cast by witing in the office
title and the person's name unless the total nunber of votes cast for
all wite-in candidates for that office is nore than 50 percent of
the total nunber of voters participating in the election who are
eligible to vote for the office.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 497, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts 1999,
76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 5.09, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 270 -



ELECTI ON CODE

Sec. 52.069. UNEXPIRED TERM If an office to be filled for an
unexpired termis to be voted on at a general or primary el ection,
"unexpired ternt shall be printed on the ballot follow ng the office
title.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.070. VOTI NG SQUARE AND | NSTRUCTI ON FOR CANDI DATES. (a)
A shape for voting shall be printed to the left of each candidate's
name on a ball ot.

(b) Immediately bel ow "OFFI Cl AL BALLOT," the foll ow ng
instruction shall be printed: "Vote for the candi date of your choice
in each race by placing an 'X or filling in the shape beside the
candi date's name."

(c) Appropriate changes in the instruction shall be made if
only one race appears on the ballot or if nore than one candidate is
to be elected in a race.

(d) If nore than one candidate is to be elected in any race on
the ballot, "Vote for none, one, two, ... or _ " (in the nunerical
sequence appropriate for the nunber of candi dates to be el ected)
shall be printed i medi ately bel ow each office title appearing on the
bal | ot .

(e) A shape shall be printed to the left of each line provided
for wite-in voting under Section 52.066(c), but failure to place a
mark in the shape does not affect the counting of a wite-in vote.

(f) Any variation fromthis instruction nust be approved by the
secretary of state.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 14, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 497, Sec. 2, eff. Sept.1l, 1987.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 39, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 52.072. PROPCSITIONS. (a) Except as otherw se provided
by law, the authority ordering the election shall prescribe the
wordi ng of a proposition that is to appear on the ballot.

(b) A proposition shall be printed on the ballot in the form of
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a single statenent and nay appear on the ballot only once.

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), in an election in
which an office and a neasure are to be voted on, each proposition
stating a neasure shall appear on the ballot after the listing of
of fices.

(d) If an election of officers is contingent on the adoption of
a proposition appearing on the sanme ballot, the proposition shal
appear on the ballot before the listing of offices.

(e) In addition to any other requirenment inposed by law for a
proposition, including a provision prescribing the proposition
| anguage, a proposition submtted to the voters for approval of the
i nposition, increase, or reduction of a tax shall specifically state,
as applicabl e:

(1) with respect to a proposition that only seeks voter
approval of the inposition or increase of a tax, the anmount of or
maxi mumtax rate of the tax or tax increase for which approval is
sought; or

(2) wth respect to a proposition that only seeks voter
approval of the reduction of a tax, the anpbunt of tax rate reduction
or the tax rate for which approval is sought.

(f) A political subdivision that submts to the voters a
proposition for the approval of the issuance of debt obligations
shal | prescribe the wording of the proposition that is to appear on
the ballot in accordance with the requirenents of Subchapter B
Chapter 1251, Governnent Code. In this subsection, "debt obligation”
and "political subdivision" have the nmeani ngs assigned by Section
1251. 051, CGovernnent Code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 692 (H. B. 360), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 505 (S.B. 30), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 728 (H. B. 477), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 52.073. VOII NG SQUARE AND | NSTRUCTI ON FOR PROPOSI TI ONS
(a) On a ballot on which a proposition is to appear, "FOR' and,
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bel ow it, "AGAINST" shall be printed to the | eft of the proposition.

(b) A brace or other suitable device shall be printed to
indicate to which proposition each "FOR' and "AGAI NST" appl i es.

(c) A square for voting shall be printed to the left of each
"FOR' and each "AGAI NST."

(d) Inmmedi ately above the propositions, the follow ng
instruction shall be printed: "Place an 'X in the square beside the
statenent indicating the way you wish to vote."

(e) The authority responsible for prescribing the wording of a
proposition may substitute "YES' and "NO' on the ballot for "FOR' and
"AGAI NST" if the authority considers those words nore appropriate.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.074. PROVI SI ONAL BALLOT FOR CERTAI N VOTERS. The
authority responsible for having the official ballot prepared shal
have a provisional ballot prepared in a form approved by the
secretary of state for use by a voter who executes an affidavit in
accordance with Section 63.011.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 18, eff. Jan. 1,
2004.

Sec. 52.075. MODI FI CATI ON OF BALLOT FORM FOR CERTAI N VOTI NG
SYSTEMS. (a) The secretary of state nay prescribe the form and
content of a ballot for an election using a voting system including
an electronic voting systemor a voting systemthat uses direct
recording el ectronic voting machines or ballot marking devices, to
conformto the formatting requirenents of the system

(b) In this section, "ballot marking device," "direct recording
el ectronic voting machine,” "electronic voting system" and "voting
systent have the neani ngs assigned by Section 121. 003.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S., Ch. 1178 (S.B. 910), Sec. 7,
eff. Septenber 1, 2013.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 708 (H. B. 88), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.
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SUBCHAPTER D. ORDER OF PARTIES, OFFI CES, NAMES, AND PROPOSI TI ONS ON
BALLOT
Sec. 52.091. PARTY COLUWS. (a) Party colums shall be
arranged on the ballot in the follow ng order, beginning on the left:
(1) columms of parties with nom nees for statew de or
district offices;
(2) columms of parties wthout nom nees for statew de or
district offices.

(b) Columms of parties specified by Subsection (a)(1) shall be
arranged i n descendi ng order of the nunber of votes received
statewi de by each party's candidate for governor in the nost recent
gubernatorial general election, beginning on the left with the party
whose candi date received the hi ghest nunber of votes. Colums of
parties that did not have a candidate for governor in the nost recent
gubernatorial general election shall appear after the col ums of
parties that had a candidate, and the order of their colums shall be
determ ned by a drawi ng conducted by the secretary of state.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.092. OFFI CES REGULARLY FI LLED AT GENERAL ELECTI ON FOR
STATE AND COUNTY OFFI CERS. (a) Except as provided by Section
2.053(c), for an election at which offices regularly filled at the
general election for state and county officers are to appear on the
ballot, the offices shall be listed in the foll ow ng order:

(1) offices of the federal governnent;
(2) offices of the state governnent:
(A) statew de offices;
(B) district offices;
(3) offices of the county governnent:
(A) county offices;
(B) precinct offices.

(b) Ofices of the federal governnment shall be listed in the
foll ow ng order:

(1) president and vice-president of the United States;
(2) United States senator
(3) United States representative.
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(c) Statew de offices of the state governnent shall be listed
in the foll ow ng order:
(1) governor;
(2) lieutenant governor;
(3) attorney general;
(4) conptroller of public accounts;
(5) conm ssioner of the General Land Ofice;
(6) conm ssioner of agriculture;
(7) railroad comm ssioner;
(8) chief justice, suprene court;
(9) justice, suprene court;
(10) presiding judge, court of crimnal appeals;
(11) judge, court of crimnal appeals.
(d) District offices of the state governnent shall be |isted
the foll ow ng order:
(1) nenber, State Board of Educati on;
(2) state senator
(3) state representative;
(4) chief justice, court of appeals;
(5) justice, court of appeals;
(6) district judge;
(7) crimnal district judge;
(8 famly district judge;
(9) district attorney;
(10) crimnal district attorney.
(e) County offices shall be listed in the foll ow ng order
(1) county judge;
(2) judge, county court at |aw,
(3) judge, county crimnal court;
(4) judge, county probate court;
(5) county attorney;
(6) district clerk;
(7) district and county clerk;
(8) county clerk
(9) sheriff;
(10) sheriff and tax assessor-collector;
(11) county tax assessor-collector;
(12) county treasurer
(13) county school trustee (county with popul ation of 3.3
mllion or nore);
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(14) county surveyor.
(f) Precinct offices shall be listed in the follow ng order:
(1) county comm ssioner;
(2) justice of the peace;
(3) constable.

(g) If two or nore offices having the sanme title except for a
pl ace nunber or other distinguishing nunber are to appear on the
bal |l ot, the nunber shall appear as part of the office title and the
offices shall be listed in nunerical order.

(h) Repealed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 693, Sec. 4.

(i) The secretary of state shall designate the position of new
of fices on the ballot.

(j) The office of judge of a multicounty statutory county court
created under Subchapter D, Chapter 25, Governnent Code, is
considered to be a county office for purposes of listing the office
on the ballot and to be a district office for all other purposes
under this code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 15(b), eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 69, eff. OCct. 1, 1991; Acts 1997,
75th Leg., ch. 1423, Sec. 6.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2001, 77th
Leg., ch. 669, Sec. 14, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2003, 78th Leg.,
ch. 693, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 37 (H B. 328), Sec. 2, eff. My
19, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 506 (S.B. 1016), Sec. 5.32, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 3.05, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 349 (S.B. 1089), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Sec. 52.093. OFFICES OF PQOLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON OTHER THAN
COUNTY. Except as otherwi se provided by law, for an el ection at
whi ch offices of a political subdivision other than a county are to
be voted on, the authority ordering the election shall determ ne the
order of the offices on the ballot.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 52.094. NAMES OF CANDI DATES. (a) Except as otherw se
provided by law, for an election at which the names of nore than one
candi date for the same office are to appear on the ballot in an
i ndependent columm or are to appear on a general or special election
bal |l ot that does not contain a party nom nee, the order of the
candi dates' nanes shall be determ ned by a drawi ng. The order of the
candi dates’ nanes on the ballot of any resulting runoff election or
election held to resolve a tie vote shall be the relative order of
names on the original election ballot.

(b) The authority responsible for having the official ballot
prepared for the election shall conduct the draw ng.

(c) The authority conducting the drawing shall post in the
authority's office a notice of the date, hour, and place of the
drawing. The notice nust remain posted continuously for 72 hours
i mredi ately preceding the scheduled tine of the draw ng.

(d) The authority conducting the drawi ng shall provide notice
of the date, hour, and place of the drawing to each candi date by:

(1) witten notice:

(A) nmuiled to the address stated on the candidate's
application for a place on the ballot, not later than the fourth day
before the date of the draw ng; or

(B) provided at the tine the candidate files an
application with the appropriate authority;

(2) telephone, if a telephone nunber is provided on the
candi date's application for a place on the ballot; or

(3) e-mail, if an e-mail address is provided on the
candi date's application for a place on the ballot.

(e) Each candidate affected by a drawing is entitled to be
present or have a representative present at the draw ng.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 52, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 708 (H.B. 88), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 40, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.
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Sec. 52.095. PROPCSITIONS. (a) Except as otherw se provided
by law, the authority ordering an election in which nore than one
nmeasure is to be voted on shall determne the order in which the
propositions are to appear on the ballot.

(b) Each political subdivision's proposition on the ball ot
shal | be assigned a uni que nunber or letter on the ballot as foll ows:

(1) except as provided by Subdivision (2), for each
proposition on the ballot, the authority ordering the el ection shal
assign a letter of the al phabet to the neasure that corresponds to
its order on the ballot; and

(2) for each proposition on the ballot to be voted on
statewi de, the authority ordering the election shall assign a nunber
to the nmeasure that corresponds to its order on the ballot.

(c) Each proposition on the ballot nust identify the nane of
the authority ordering the election on the neasure.

(d) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures necessary
to inplenent this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 391 (S.B. 957), Sec. 1, eff. June
1, 2017.

TI TLE 6. CONDUCT OF ELECTI ONS
CHAPTER 61. CONDUCT OF VOTI NG GENERALLY
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Sec. 61.001. BYSTANDERS EXCLUDED;, UNLAWFUL PRESENCE OF
CANDI DATE. (a) Except as permtted by this code and as descri bed by
Subsection (a-1), a person may not be in the polling place fromthe
time the presiding judge arrives there on election day to nmake the
prelimnary arrangenents until the precinct returns have been
certified and the el ection records have been assenbl ed for
di stribution follow ng the el ection.

(a-1) Under this code, a person may be lawfully present in a
polling place during the tine described by Subsection (a) if the
person is:

(1) an election judge or clerk;
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(2) a watcher;

(3) the secretary of state;

(4) a staff nenber of the Elections Division of the Ofice
of the Secretary of State perform ng an official duty in accordance
with this code;

(5) an election official, a sheriff, or a staff nenber of
an election official or sheriff delivering election supplies;

(6) a state inspector;

(7) a person admtted to vote;

(8) a child under 18 years of age who is acconpanying a
parent who has been admtted to vote;

(9) a person providing assistance to a voter under Section
61. 032 or 64.032;

(10) a person acconpanying a voter who has a disability;

(11) a special peace officer appointed by the presiding
j udge under Section 32.075;

(12) the county chair of a political party conducting a
primary el ection, as authorized by Section 172.1113;

(13) a voting systemtechnician, as authorized by Section
125. 010;

(14) the county election officer, as defined by Section
31.091, as necessary to performtasks related to the admi nistration
of the election; or

(15) a person whose presence has been authorized by the
presiding judge in accordance with this code.

(b) A candidate in the election commts an offense if the
candidate is in a polling place during the period described by
Subsection (a) for a purpose other than:

(1) wvoting; or

(2) official business in the building in which the polling
pl ace is | ocat ed.

(c) It is an exception to the application of Subsection (b)

t hat the candi date:

(1) is not within plain view or hearing of the persons in
the voting area or the area in which voters are being accepted for
voting; and

(2) 1is not engaged in canpaign activity.

(d) An offense under this section is a Cass C m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
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Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1350, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 454 (H B. 1128), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Sec. 61.002. OPEN NG AND CLOSI NG POLLI NG PLACE FOR VOTI NG (a)
| medi ately before opening the polls for voting on the first day of
early voting and on el ection day, the presiding election judge or
alternate el ection judge shall confirmthat each voting nachi ne has
any public counter reset to zero and shall print the tape that shows
the counter was set to zero for each candi date or neasure on the
bal | ot .

(b) At the official tinme for opening the polls for voting, an
el ection officer shall open the polling place entrance and admt the
vot ers.

(c) Imediately after closing the polls for voting on election
day, the presiding election judge or alternate el ection judge shal
print the tape to show the nunber of votes cast for each candi date or
bal | ot neasure for each voting nachi ne.

(d) Each election judge or alternate el ection judge present
shall sign a tape printed under this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 3.06, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 61.003. ELECTI ONEERI NG AND LO TERI NG NEAR PCLLI NG PLACE.
(a) A person conmts an offense if, during the voting period and
within 100 feet of an outside door through which a voter nmay enter
the building in which a polling place is |ocated, the person:

(1) loiters; or
(2) electioneers for or against any candi date, neasure, or
political party.

(a-1) The entity that owns or controls a public building being
used as a polling place may not, at any tine during the voting
period, prohibit electioneering on the building' s prem ses outside of
the area described in Subsection (a), but may enact reasonable
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regul ati ons concerning the tine, place, and nanner of el ectioneering.
(b) In this section:

(1) "Electioneering"” includes the posting, use, or
distribution of political signs or literature. The term does not
include the distribution of a notice of a party convention authorized
under Section 172.1114.

(2) "Voting period" nmeans the period begi nning when the
polls open for voting and endi ng when the polls close or the |ast
voter has voted, whichever is |ater.

(c) An offense under this section is a Cass C m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 235 (H. B. 259), Sec. 1, eff. June
14, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 235 (H. B. 259), Sec. 2, eff. June
14, 2013.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 828 (H. B. 1735), Sec. 12, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Sec. 61.004. UNLAWFUL OPERATI ON OF SOUND AMPLI FI CATI ON DEVI CE
OR SOUND TRUCK. (a) A person commts an offense if, during the
voting period and within 1,000 feet of a building in which a polling
pl ace is | ocated, the person operates a sound anplification device or
a vehicle with a | oudspeaker while the device or | oudspeaker is being
used for the purpose of:

(1) making a political speech; or
(2) electioneering for or against any candi date, neasure,
or political party.

(b) For the purpose of Subsection (a), a person operates a
vehicle with a | oudspeaker if the person drives the vehicle, uses the
| oudspeaker, or operates sound equi pnent in connection with the
| oudspeaker.

(c) In this section, "voting period" neans the period
prescri bed by Section 61.003(b).

(d) An offense under this section is a Cass C m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:
Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 497 (H. B. 535), Sec. 1, eff. Septenber
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1, 2005.
Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 497 (H B. 535), Sec. 2, eff. Septenber
1, 2005.

Sec. 61.005. SECURITY OF BALLOTS, BALLOT BOXES, AND ENVELOPES.
(a) Fromthe tine a presiding judge receives the official ballots
for an election until the precinct returns for that el ection have
been certified, the presiding judge shall take the precautions
necessary to prevent access to the ballots, ballot boxes, and
envel opes used for provisional ballots in a manner not authorized by
I aw.

(b) The ballots, ballot boxes, and envel opes used for
provi sional ballots at a polling place shall be in plain view of at
| east one election officer fromthe tine the polls open for voting
until the precinct returns have been certified.

(c) A presiding election judge comrits an offense if the judge
fails to prevent another person from handling a ballot box containing
voters' marked ballots or an envel ope containing a voter's
provi sional ballot in an unauthorized manner or from making an
unaut hori zed entry into the ballot box or envel ope. An offense under
this subsection is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 19, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 61.006. UNLAWULLY DI VULA NG VOTE. (a) A person conmts
an offense if the person was in a polling place for any purpose ot her
t han voting and know ngly conmmuni cates to anot her person information
that the person obtained at the polling place about how a voter has
vot ed.

(b) An offense under this sectionis a felony of the third
degr ee.

(c) This section does not apply to information presented in an
official investigation or other official proceeding in which the
information is relevant.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 53, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
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Sec. 61.007. UNLAWFULLY REVEALI NG | NFORMATI ON BEFORE POLLS
CLOSE. (a) An election officer, watcher, or other person serving at
a polling place in an official capacity commts an offense if, before
the polls close or the | ast voter has voted, whichever is later, the
of ficer, watcher, or other person reveals:

(1) the nunber of votes that have been received for a
candi date or for or against a neasure;

(2) a candidate's position relative to other candidates in
t he tabul ati on of the votes;

(3) whether a nmeasure is passing or failing; or

(4) the nanes of persons who have or have not voted in the
el ection.

(b) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

(c) Beginning at 9:30 a.m and at each subsequent two-hour
interval through 5:30 p.m, the presiding judge shall post witten
notice of the total nunmber of voters who have voted in the precinct.
The notice shall be posted at an outside door through which a voter
may enter the building in which the polling place is |ocated.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 440, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts 1989,
71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 7.04, eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 2003, 78th
Leg., ch. 427, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 61.008. UNLAWFULLY I NFLUENCI NG VOTER. (a) A person
commits an offense if the person indicates to a voter in a polling
pl ace by word, sign, or gesture how the person desires the voter to
vote or not vote.

(b) An offense under this section is a Class B m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 61.009. | NSTRUCTI NG VOTER ON CASTI NG BALLOT. On the
request of a voter, an election officer shall instruct the voter on
t he proper procedure for casting a ballot.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 61.010. WEARI NG NAME TAG OR BADGE I N POLLI NG PLACE. (a)
Except as provided by Subsection (b), a person may not wear a badge,
insignia, enblem or other simlar comunicative device relating to a
candi date, neasure, or political party appearing on the ballot, or to
the conduct of the election, in the polling place or within 100 feet
of any outside door through which a voter may enter the building in
which the polling place is |ocated.

(b) An election judge, an election clerk, a state or federal
el ection inspector, a certified peace officer, or a special peace
of ficer appointed for the polling place by the presiding judge shal
wear while on duty in the area descri bed by Subsection (a) a tag or
of ficial badge that indicates the person's nane and title or
posi tion.

(c) A person conmits an offense if the person violates
Subsection (a). An offense under this subsectionis a Cass C
m sdeneanor .

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 17, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 24, 25, eff. Sept. 1,
1997.

Sec. 61.011. REMOVI NG WRI TTEN COMMUNI CATI ONS FOUND | N PCOLLI NG
PLACE. (a) An election officer shall periodically check each voting
station and other areas of the polling place for sanple ballots or
other witten conmuni cations used by voters that were |eft or
di scarded in the polling place.

(b) An election officer shall renove fromthe sight of the
voters any witten comuni cation found under Subsection (a).

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 112, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 61.012. ACCESS BY PERSONS WTH DI SABILITIES. (a) Except
as provided by Section 61.013, each polling place nmust provide at
| east one voting station that:
(1) conplies wth:
(A) Section 504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of
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1973 (29 U.S.C. Section 794) and its subsequent anmendnents;

(B) Title Il of the federal Anericans with Disabilities
Act (42 U. S.C. Section 12131 et seq.) and its subsequent anendnents;
and

(C© the requirenents for accessibility under 42 U. S. C
Section 15481(a)(3) and its subsequent anmendnents; and

(2) provides a practical and effective neans for voters
wi th physical disabilities to cast a secret ballot.
(b) Repealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 1182, Sec. 4,

eff. June 15, 2007.

Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 20, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2006, 79th Leg., 3rd CS., Ch. 5 (HB. 1), Sec. 11.02, eff.
May 31, 2006.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 1182 (H B. 556), Sec. 2, eff.
June 15, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 1182 (H B. 556), Sec. 4, eff.
June 15, 2007.

Sec. 61.013. ACCESS BY PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TIES: ELECTI ONS OF
CERTAI N POLI TICAL SUBDIVISIONS. (a) For an election other than an
el ection of a political subdivision that is held jointly w th another
election in which a federal office appears on the ballot, the
political subdivision is not required to neet the requirenents of
Section 61.012(a)(1)(C) if the political subdivision:

(1) is a county wth a population of |ess than 2,000;

(2) is a county with a population of 2,000 or nore but |ess
than 5,000, and the county provides at |east one voting station that
meets the requirenments for accessibility under 42 U S.C. Section
15481(a) (3) on el ection day;

(3) is a county with a population of 5,000 or nore but |ess
than 10,000, and the county provides at | east one voting station that
neets the requirenments for accessibility under 42 U S.C. Section
15481(a)(3) on election day and during the period for early voting by
per sonal appearance;

(4) is a county with a popul ation of 10,000 or nore but
| ess than 20,000, and the county:

(A) nmakes a showi ng in the manner provided by
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Subsection (c) that conpliance with Section 61.012(a)(1) (0O
constitutes an undue burden on the county;

(B) provides at |east one voting station that neets the
requi renents for accessibility under 42 U S.C. Section 15481(a)(3) on
el ection day and during the period for early voting by personal
appear ance; and

(C© provides a nobile voting station that neets the
requi renents for accessibility under 42 U S. C. Section 15481(a)(3)
that during the period for early voting by personal appearance is
depl oyed at | east once at each polling place used for early voting by
per sonal appearance; or

(5) is located in a county described by Subdivisions (1)-
(4) and neets the sane requirenments as the county in which the
political subdivision is |ocated.

(b) A voter with a disability that desires a reasonable
accomodation to vote in an election of a county described by
Subsection (a)(1) or a political subdivision |ocated in that county
shall make a request for the accommobdation with the early voting
clerk of the county or political subdivision not [ater than the 21st
day before the date of the election. On receipt of the request, the
early voting clerk shall nake a reasonabl e accomobdation to allow the
voter to cast a vote.

(c) A county or political subdivision my mke a show ng of
undue burden under Subsection (a)(4)(A) by filing an application with
the secretary of state not later than the 90th day before the date of
the election that states the reasons that conpliance would constitute
an undue burden. A showi ng of an undue burden may be satisfied by
proof that the election costs associated with conpliance with Section
61.012(a)(1)(C) constitute a significant expense for the county or
political subdivision and reflect an increase of at |east 25 percent
in the costs of holding an election as conpared to the costs of the
| ast general election held by the county or political subdivision
before January 1, 2006. Not |ater than the 20th day after the date
of receiving an application under this section, the secretary of
state shall determ ne whether conpliance with Section 61.012(a)(1)(C
is an undue burden for the county or political subdivision.

(d) A county or political subdivision that intends to use this
section to provide fewer voting stations that neet the requirenents
for accessibility under 42 U.S.C. Section 15481(a)(3) than required
by Section 61.012(a)(1)(C nust:
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(1) provide notice to the secretary of state of that intent
not later than the 90th day before the date of the election; and
(2) for a county described by Subsection (a)(2), (3), or
(4), or a political subdivision located in such a county, publish
notice of the location of each voting station that neets the
requirenents for accessibility under 42 U S. C. Section 15481(a)(3) in
a newspaper of general circulation in the county or political
subdi vision not later than the 15th day before the date of the start
of the period of early voting by personal appearance.
(e) For purposes of this section, a political subdivision
| ocated in nore than one county may choose:
(1) to be considered located in the county that contains
t he greatest nunber of registered voters of the political
subdi vi si on; or
(2) for each portion of the political subdivision |ocated
in a different county, to be considered a separate politica
subdi vi si on
(f) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures and adopt
rul es as necessary to inplenent this section.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 1182 (H B. 556), Sec. 3,
eff. June 15, 2007.

Sec. 61.014. USE OF CERTAIN DEVICES. (a) A person may not use
a W reless communication device within 100 feet of a voting station.
(b) A person may not use any nechani cal or electronic nmeans of
recording i mages or sound within 100 feet of a voting station.
(c) The presiding judge may require a person who violates this
section to turn off the device or to | eave the polling place.
(d) This section does not apply to:
(1) an election officer in conducting the officer's
of ficial duties;
(2) the use of election equipnment necessary for the conduct
of the election; or
(3) a person who is enployed at the location in which a
polling place is located while the person is acting in the course of
t he person's enpl oynent.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 697 (H B. 1921), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.
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Renunbered from El ecti on Code, Section 61.013 by Acts 2009, 81st
Leg., RS., Ch. 87 (S.B. 1969), Sec. 27.001(12), eff. Septenber 1,
2009.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 175 (H. B. 1493), Sec. 1, eff. My
27, 2009.

SUBCHAPTER B. | NTERPRETER

Sec. 61.031. USE OF ENGLI SH LANGUAGE. (a) Except as provided
by Subsection (b), an election officer may not use a | anguage ot her
than English in performng an official duty in connection with the
el ection.

(b) If a voter cannot commrunicate in English, an election
of ficer may conmunicate with the voter in a | anguage that the voter
and the officer understand.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 61.032. |INTERPRETER PERM TTED. If an el ection officer who
attenpts to comunicate with a voter does not understand the | anguage
used by the voter, the voter nmay comuni cate through an interpreter
selected by the voter or, if the voter has not selected an
interpreter, any interpreter an election officer may appoint.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 556 (S.B. 331), Sec. 1, eff. June
14, 2021.

Sec. 61.033. ELIGBILITY TO SERVE AS | NTERPRETER. To be
eligible to serve as an interpreter, a person:

(1) may be any person other than the voter's enployer, an
agent of the voter's enployer, or an officer or agent of a |abor
union to which the voter bel ongs; and

(2) if appointed to serve as an interpreter by an el ection
of ficer, must be a registered voter of the county in which the voter
needing the interpreter resides or a registered voter of an adjacent
county.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 556 (S.B. 331), Sec. 2, eff. June
14, 2021.

Sec. 61.034. TRANSLATING BALLOT. If a voter cannot conprehend
the | anguage in which the ballot is printed, the voter may receive
assi stance in accordance with Subchapter B, Chapter 64.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 556 (S.B. 331), Sec. 3, eff. June
14, 2021.

Sec. 61.035. OATH. (a) Before serving as an interpreter, the
person selected as interpreter nust take the foll ow ng oath
adm ni stered by an el ection officer:

"I swear (or affirm that, to the best of my ability, | wll
correctly interpret and translate each question, answer, or statenent
addressed either to the voter by any election officer or to an
el ection officer by the voter."

(b) A person who will be providing ballot assistance under
Section 61.034 nust al so take the oath required by Subchapter B
Chapter 64, and neet all other requirenents of that subchapter.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 556 (S.B. 331), Sec. 4, eff. June
14, 2021.

Sec. 61.036. TRANSLATION REQU RED. (a) |If an election officer
and a voter conmunicate in a | anguage other than English, any other
el ection officer or watcher may request an English transl ation of
anyt hi ng conmuni cated in the other |anguage.

(b) If atranslation request is nmade, the election officer
comuni cating with the voter shall make the translation

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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CHAPTER 62. PRELI M NARY ARRANGEMENTS

Sec. 62.001. OFFICERS TO ASSEMBLE. (a) On election day, the
presiding judge and the election clerks the judge assigns to assist
with preparing the polling place shall neet at the polling place in
time to prepare it to receive the voters.

(b) If the polling place is left unattended at any tine after
the preparations for voting begin, the presiding judge shall take
appropriate steps to provide for the security of the polling place.
Thi s subsection does not affect the security requirenents for a
polling place after the polls open.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 802, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 62.002. TIME FOR COVPLETI NG ARRANGEMENTS. Except as
ot herwi se provided by this chapter, the arrangenents prescribed by
this chapter shall be conpleted at a polling place before it is
opened for voting.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 62.003. ELECTI ON OFFI CERS: QATH AND | DENTI FI CATION. (a)
The presiding judge and the election clerks present at the polling
pl ace before the polls open shall repeat the foll ow ng oath al oud:

"I swear (or affirm that I will not in any manner request or
seek to persuade or induce any voter to vote for or agai nst any
candi date or neasure to be voted on, and that | will faithfully
performny duty as an officer of the election and guard the purity of
the election.”

(b) A clerk who arrives after the oath is made shall repeat the
oath al oud before perform ng any duties as an el ection officer.

(c) Followi ng administration of the oath, each el ection officer
shall be issued a formof identification, prescribed by the secretary
of state, to be displayed by the officer during the officer's hours
of service at the polling place.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 984 (H B. 2110), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S., Ch. 984 (H B. 2110), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Sec. 62.004. ARRANG NG VOTI NG STATI ONS. The voting stations
shal |l be arranged so that:

(1) the voting area is in view of the election officers,
wat chers, and persons waiting to vote but is separated fromthe
persons waiting to vote;

(2) access to the voting area through any entrance ot her
t han one designated by the presiding judge is prevented; and

(3) the voting area is adequately I|ighted.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 62.005. EXAM NI NG BALLOT BOXES. An election officer shal
open and exam ne the ball ot boxes and renove any contents fromthe
boxes.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 62.006. PLACI NG BOX FOR DEPCSI T OF MARKED BALLOTS. The
ball ot box to be used by the voters to deposit marked ball ots shal
be | ocked. The ballot box and the box used for the deposit of
provi sional ballots shall be placed where they will be in plain view
of the election officers, watchers, and persons waiting to vote.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 21, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 62.007. EXAM NI NG BALLOTS. (a) An election officer shal
unseal the ballot package, renove the ballots, and exam ne themto
determ ne whether they are properly nunbered and pri nt ed.

(b) An unnunbered or otherw se defectively printed ballot shal
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be placed in ballot box no. 4.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 62.008. PRESIDI NG JUDGE TO SIGN BALLOTS. (a) The
presiding judge's signature shall be placed on the back of each
ballot to be used at the polling place.

(b) The judge shall sign each ballot or an election officer
shal|l stanp a facsimle of the judge's signature on each ballot.

(c) The signing of ballots need not be conpleted before the
pol | s open, but an unsigned ballot may not be nmade avail abl e for
sel ection by the voters.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 62.009. D SARRANG NG BALLOTS FOR VOTERS' SELECTION. (a)
As needed for voting, an election officer shall disarrange a supply
of the ballots so that they are in random nunerical order.

(b) The disarranged ballots shall be placed face down on a
table in a manner preventing an election officer or other person from
ascertaining the nunber of a ballot selected by a voter

(c) The provisional ballots shall be placed separately fromthe
regul ar ball ots.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 22, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 62.010. DI STANCE MARKER. (a) An election officer shal
pl ace one or nore distance markers at the outer limts of the area
wi thin which el ectioneering is prohibited.

(b) A distance marker nust contain the follow ng | anguage
printed in large letters: "D stance Marker. No el ectioneering or
| oitering between this point and the entrance to the polling place."

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 62.011. [INSTRUCTION POSTER. (a) An election officer
shal | post an instruction poster:

(1) in each voting station; and

(2) in one or nore other locations in the polling place
where it can be read by persons waiting to vote.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe the formand content
of the instruction poster. |If it is not practical to fit all of the
information required by this section on a single poster, the
secretary of state may provide for the use of two or nore posters to
convey the information.

(c) The poster nust include instructions applicable to the
el ection on:

(1) nmarking and depositing the ball ot;

(2) wvoting for a wite-in candi date;

(3) casting a provisional ballot; and

(4) securing an additional ballot if the voter's original
ball ot is spoil ed.

(d) The poster nust also include the follow ng information:

(1) the date of the election and the hours during which the
polling place is open;

(2) general information on voting rights under state and
federal |aws, including information on the right of an individual to
cast a provisional ballot and the individuals to contact if a person
bel i eves these rights have been violated; and

(3) general information on state and federal |aws that
prohi bit acts of fraud or m srepresentation.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 23, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:
Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 404 (H.B. 25), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2020.

Sec. 62.0111. NOTICE OF PRCHI BI TI ON OF CERTAIN DEVI CES. (a)
At the discretion of the presiding judge, notice of the prohibition
of the use of certain devices under Section 61.014 may be posted at
one or nore locations in the polling place where it can be read by
persons waiting to vote.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe the wording of a
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noti ce posted under this section.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 697 (H B. 1921), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2007.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 87 (S.B. 1969), Sec. 27.002(3),
eff. Septenber 1, 2009.

Sec. 62.0112. NOTICE OF VOTER COVPLAI NT | NFORVATION. (a) At
one or nore locations in the polling place easily visible to voters,
t he presiding judge shall post notice in a formprescribed by the
secretary of state that inforns voters of who to call or wite to if
a voter has a conplaint about the conduct of the election.

(b) The title of the notice nust read "Voter Conplaint
I nformation" and nust be printed in at |east 100-point Ti nes New
Roman font. The notice nust:

(1) include the tel ephone nunber for the voting rights
hotl i ne established by the secretary of state under Section 31.0055;

(2) include any avail abl e tel ephone nunber dedicated to
reporting conplaints about the |ocal election official that is
adm ni stering the election; and

(3) include mailing addresses or Internet websites, as
avai l abl e, to which voters may direct conplaints to the federal
state, or |ocal governnents about the conduct of elections.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 358 (H B. 1256), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Sec. 62.0115. PUBLIC NOTICE OF VOTERS RIGHTS. (a) The
secretary of state shall adopt rules providing for publicizing
voters' rights as prescribed by this section. The rules nust require
that a notice of those rights be publicized:

(1) by being posted by an election officer in a prom nent
| ocation at each polling place;

(2) on the Internet website of the secretary of state;

(3) through material published by the secretary of state;
or

(4) in another manner designed to give voters notice of
their rights.
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(b) Except as revised by the secretary of state under
Subsection (d), the notice nust state that a voter has the right to:

(1) vote a ballot and view witten instructions on how to
cast a ballot;

(2) wvote in secret and free fromintimdation

(3) receive up to two additional ballots if the voter
m smar ks, damages, or otherw se spoils a ballot;

(4) request instructions on howto cast a ballot, but not
to receive suggestions on how to vote;

(5) bring an interpreter to translate the ballot and any
instructions fromelection officials;

(6) receive assistance in casting the ballot if the voter:

(A) has a physical disability that renders the voter
unable to wite or see; or

(B) cannot read the |language in which the ballot is
witten;

(7) ~cast a ballot on executing an affidavit as provided by
law, if the voter's eligibility to vote is questioned;

(8) report an existing or potential abuse of voting rights
to the secretary of state or the local election official;

(9) except as provided by Section 85.066(b), Election Code,
vote at any early voting location in the county in which the voter
resides in an election held at county expense, a primary election, or
a special election ordered by the governor; and

(10) file an adm nistrative conplaint with the secretary of
state concerning a violation of federal or state voting procedures.

(c) The notice nust al so state:

(1) the information relating to the voting rights hotline
requi red under Section 31.0055; and

(2) any other information that the secretary of state
considers inportant for a voter to know.

(d) The secretary of state shall prescribe the form and content
of the notice in accordance with this section. The secretary of
state shall revise the content of the notice as necessary to ensure
that the notice accurately reflects the lawin effect at the tine the
notice is publicized.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 510 (H. B. 719), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.
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Sec. 62.012. POSTI NG SAMPLE BALLOT. An el ection officer shal
post a sanple ballot in one or nore locations in the polling place
where it can be read by persons waiting to vote.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 24, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 62.013. UNAUTHORI ZED POSTI NG OF SIGNS PROHI BI TED. (a) An
el ection officer conmts an offense if the officer know ngly posts at
a polling place, including the area within 100 feet of an outside
door through which a voter nmay enter the building in which the
polling place is |ocated, a sign, card, poster, or other simlar
material that:

(1) is not authorized or required by law, or
(2) isinaformor contains information that is not
aut hori zed or required by |aw.

(b) A person other than an election officer commts an offense
if the person posts a sign, card, poster, or other simlar material
at a polling place, including the 100-foot area described by
Subsection (a).

(c) An offense under this section is a Cass C m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 62.014. MODI FI CATION OF LI ST OF REG STERED VOTERS. (a)
If a registration correction list is provided for a polling place, an
el ection officer shall nmake the changes to the |list of registered
voters that are necessary to make it conformto the registration
correction |ist.

(b) Repealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 560 , Sec. 2,
ef f. Septenber 1, 2015.

(c) An election officer may nake the changes to the |ist of
regi stered voters required by this section at a | ocation other than
the polling place before it is opened for voting.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.49; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 20, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349,
Sec. 26, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
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Amended by:
Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S., Ch. 560 (H B. 2366), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.

Sec. 62.015. PLACI NG | NDELI BLE MARKI NG | NSTRUVENT | N STATI ON.
(a) An indelible marking instrument shall be placed in each voting
station.

(b) In this section, "indelible marking instrunment” nmeans an
i nstrument that nakes marks that cannot easily be renoved or erased.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 5(a), eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Sec. 62.016. NOTI CE OF ACCEPTABLE | DENTI FI CATI ON OUTSI DE
PCLLI NG PLACES. The presiding judge shall post in a prom nent place
on the outside of each polling lIocation a list of the acceptable
forms of identification. The list nmust be printed using a font that
is at least 24-point. The notice required under this section nust be
posted separately fromany other notice required by state or federal
I aw.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 8, eff.
January 1, 2012.

CHAPTER 63. ACCEPTI NG VOTER

Sec. 63.001. REGULAR PROCCEDURE FCOR ACCEPTI NG VOTER. (a)

Except as ot herw se provided by this code, acceptance of voters shal
be conducted as provided by this section and Section 63.0011

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (h), on offering to vote,

a voter nust present to an election officer at the polling place:

(1) one formof photo identification listed in Section
63. 0101(a); or

(2) one formof identification listed in Section 63.0101(b)
acconpani ed by the declaration described by Subsection (i).

(c) On presentation of the docunentation required under
Subsection (b), an election officer shall determ ne whether the
voter's name on the docunentation is on the |list of registered voters
for the precinct. |If in making a determ nation under this subsection
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the el ection officer determ nes under standards adopted by the
secretary of state that the voter's nane on the docunentation is
substantially simlar to but does not match exactly with the nane on
the list, the voter shall be accepted for voting under Subsection (d)
if the voter submts an affidavit stating that the voter is the
person on the list of registered voters.

(c-1) An election officer may not refuse to accept
docunent ati on presented to neet the requirenents of Subsection (b)
sol el y because the address on the docunentation does not match the
address on the list of registered voters.

(d) If, as determ ned under Subsection (c), the voter's nane is
on the precinct list of registered voters and the voter's identity
can be verified fromthe docunentation presented under Subsection
(b), the voter shall be accepted for voting. An election officer may
not question the reasonabl eness of an inpedi nent sworn to by a voter
in a declaration described by Subsection (i).

(e) On accepting a voter, an election officer shall indicate
beside the voter's nanme on the |ist of registered voters that the
voter is accepted for voting. |If the voter executes a declaration of

reasonabl e i npedi nent to neet the requirenent for identification
under Subsection (b), the election officer nust affix the voter's
voter registration nunber to the declaration either in nuneric or bar
code form

(f) After determ ning whether to accept a voter, an election
of ficer shall return the voter's docunmentation to the voter.

(g) If the requirements for identification prescribed by
Subsection (b) are not net, the voter may be accepted for provisional
voting only under Section 63.011. For a voter who is not accepted
for voting under this section, an election officer shall:

(1) informthe voter of the voter's right to cast a
provi si onal ball ot under Section 63.011; and
(2) provide the voter with witten information, in a form
prescribed by the secretary of state, that:
(A) lists the requirenents for identification;
(B) states the procedure for presenting identification
under Section 65.0541;
(© includes a map showi ng the | ocation where
identification nmust be presented; and
(D) includes notice that if all procedures are followed
and the voter is found to be eligible to vote and is voting in the
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correct precinct, the voter's provisional ballot will be accepted.

(h) The requirenents for identification prescribed by
Subsection (b) do not apply to a voter who is disabled and presents
the voter's voter registration certificate containing the indication
descri bed by Section 15.001(c) on offering to vote.

(1) If the requirenent for identification prescribed by
Subsection (b)(1) is not net, an election officer shall notify the
voter that the voter may be accepted for voting if the voter neets
the requirenent for identification prescribed by Subsection (b)(2)
and executes a declaration declaring the voter has a reasonable
i npedi ment to neeting the requirement for identification prescribed
by Subsection (b)(1). A person is subject to prosecution for perjury
under Chapter 37, Penal Code, or Section 63.0013 for a fal se
statenment or false information on the declaration. The secretary of
state shall prescribe the formof the declaration. The form shal
i ncl ude:

(1) a notice that a person is subject to prosecution for
perjury under Chapter 37, Penal Code, or Section 63.0013 for a false
statenent or false information on the declaration;

(2) a statement that the voter swears or affirnms that the
information contained in the declaration is true, that the person
described in the declaration is the sane person appearing at the
polling place to sign the declaration, and that the voter faces a
reasonabl e i npedi nent to procuring the identification prescribed by
Subsection (b)(1);

(3) a place for the voter to indicate one of the follow ng
i npedi nent s:

(A) lack of transportation;

(B) lack of birth certificate or other docunents needed
to obtain the identification prescribed by Subsection (b)(1);

(© work schedul e;

(D) lost or stolen identification;

(E) disability or illness;

(F) famly responsibilities; and

(G the identification prescribed by Subsection (b)(1)
has been applied for but not received,

(4) a place for the voter to sign and date the declaration

(5) a place for the election judge to sign and date the
decl arati on;

(6) a place to note the polling place at which the

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 299 -



ELECTI ON CODE

decl aration is signed; and
(7) a place for the election judge to note which form of
identification prescribed by Subsection (b)(2) the voter presented.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 38, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 54, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 9, eff.
January 1, 2012.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 410 (S.B. 5), Sec. 2, eff.
January 1, 2018.

Sec. 63.0011. STATEMENT OF RESI DENCE REQUI RED. (a) Before a
voter may be accepted for voting, an election officer shall ask the
voter if the voter's residence address on the precinct |ist of
regi stered voters is current and whether the voter has changed
residence within the county. If the voter's address is omtted from
the precinct list under Section 18.005(c), the officer shall ask the
voter if the voter's residence, if listed, on identification
presented by the voter under Section 63.001(b) is current and whet her
t he voter has changed residence within the county.

(b) If the voter's residence address is not current because the
voter has changed residence within the county, the voter may vote, if
otherwise eligible, in the election precinct in which the voter is
registered if the voter resides in the county in which the voter is
regi stered and, if applicable:

(1) resides in the political subdivision served by the
authority ordering the election if the political subdivision is other
than the county; or

(2) resides in the territory covered by the election in a
| ess-than-countyw de el ection ordered by the governor or a county
authority.

(c) Before being accepted for voting, the voter nust execute
and submt to an election officer a statenent including:

(1) a statenent that the voter satisfies the applicable
resi dence requirenments prescribed by Subsection (b);

(2) all of the information that a person nust include in an
application to register to vote under Section 13.002; and
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(3) the date the statenment is submtted to the election

of ficer.

(c-1) The statenent described by Subsection (c) nust include a
field for the voter to enter the voter's current county of residence.

(d) The voter registrar shall provide to the general custodian
of election records a sufficient nunber of statenents of residence
for use in each el ection.

(e) The voter registrar shall retain each statenent of
residence on file with the voter's voter registration application.

(f) Information included on a statenent of residence under
Subsection (c)(2) is subject to Section 13.004(c).

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 39, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
January 1, 2012.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2021.

594 (H.B. 41), Sec. 7, eff.
927 (H. B. 3069), Sec. 3, eff.
123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 10, eff.

1178 (S.B. 910), Sec. 8, eff.

& 8 & 2 ¢

711 (H. B. 3107), Sec. 41, eff.

Sec. 63.0013. FALSE STATEMENT ON DECLARATI ON OF REASONABLE
| MPEDI MENT. (a) A person commits an offense if the person
intentionally nmakes a fal se statenment or provides false information
on a decl aration executed under Section 63.001(i).

(b) An offense under this sectionis a state jail felony.

Added by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S., Ch. 410 (S.B. 5), Sec. 3, eff.
January 1, 2018.

Sec. 63.0015. ACCEPTI NG VOTERS W TH CERTAIN DI SABI LI TIES. (a)
In this section, "nobility problemthat substantially inpairs a
person's ability to anbul ate"” has the neani ng assi gned by Section
681. 001, Transportation Code.

(b) An election officer shall accept a person with a nobility
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probl emthat substantially inpairs a person's ability to anbul ate who
is offering to vote before accepting others offering to vote at the
polling place who arrived before the person.

(c) Notice of the priority given to persons with a nobility
probl emthat substantially inpairs a person's ability to anbul ate
shal | be posted:

(1) at each entrance to a polling place where it can be
read by persons waiting to vote;
(2) on the Internet website of the secretary of state; and
(3) on each Internet website relating to el ections
mai nt ai ned by a county.

(d) The notice required by Subsection (c) nust read: "Pursuant
to Section 63.0015, Election Code, an election officer shall give
voting order priority to individuals wwth a nobility problemthat
substantially inpairs the person's ability to nove around. A person
assisting an individual with a nmobility problem may al so, at the
i ndi vidual's request, be given voting order priority. Disabilities
and conditions that may qualify you for voting order priority include
paral ysis, lung di sease, the use of portable oxygen, cardiac
deficiency, severe limtation in the ability to wal k due to
arthritic, neurological, or orthopedic condition, wheelchair
confinenment, arthritis, foot disorder, the inability to walk 200 feet
wi t hout stopping to rest, or use of a brace, cane, crutch, or other
assi stive device."

(e) A person assisting a voter in accordance with Section
64.032(c) may be accepted to vote concurrently with a person accepted
under Subsection (b) of this section at the voter's request.

(f) Al procedures and accommobdati ons available for voters with
di sabilities, including voting under Section 64.009, shall be posted
in an accessible manner on the county clerk's Internet website.

Added by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S., Ch. 980 (H. B. 658), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.
Redesi gnated from El ecti on Code, Section 63.0013 by Acts 2019, 86th
Leg., RS., Ch. 467 (H B. 4170), Sec. 21.001(10), eff. Septenber 1
20109.
Redesi gnat ed and anended by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 467 (H. B
4170), Sec. 21.002(4), eff. Septenber 1, 2019.
Amended by:

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 1066 (S.B. 477), Sec. 1, eff.
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June 18, 2023.

Sec. 63.002. SIGNATURE ROSTER (a) A signature roster shal
be mai ntained by an election officer at the polling place.

(b) A voter who is accepted for voting nust sign the roster
before the voter is permtted to vote.

(c) |If the voter cannot sign the voter's name, an el ection
officer shall enter the voter's nane with a notation of the reason
for the voter's inability to sign the roster.

(d) The signature roster may be in the formof an electronic
devi ce approved by the secretary of state that is capabl e of
capturing a voter's signhature next to the voter's nanme on the device.
The secretary of state shall adopt rul es governing the processing of
el ectronic signatures captured under this subsection

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 55, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S., Ch. 1000 (H. B. 2373), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Sec. 63.003. PCOLL LIST. (a) A poll list shall be maintained
by an election officer at the polling place.

(b) The poll list shall be maintained as an original and two
copi es.

(c) An election officer shall enter each accepted voter's nane
on the list after the voter signs the signature roster. The voters
nanmes shall be entered on the poll list in the sane order in which
t hey appear on the signature roster.

(d) The poll list may be in the formof an el ectronic device
approved by the secretary of state. The secretary of state shal
adopt rules governing the use of electronic poll I|ists.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 916 (H B. 4130), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.
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Sec. 63.004. COWVBI NATION FORM (a) The secretary of state may
prescri be fornms that conbine the poll list, the signature roster, or
any other formused in connection with the acceptance of voters at
polling places with each other or with the list of registered voters.
The secretary shall prescribe any special instructions necessary for
using the conbination forns. The conbination forns nust include
space for an election officer to indicate whether a voter executed a
decl aration of reasonabl e inpedi nent under Section 63.001(i).

(b) The authority responsible for procuring the supplies for an
el ection may furnish conbination forns for use at the polling places.

(c) If a conbination formis used, it shall be maintained in
t he nunber of copies specified by this code for the separate form
incorporated into it for which the | argest nunber of copies is
required.

(d) An authority procuring lists of registered voters for use
in an election may not require the voter registrar to furnish the
l[ists in conmbination formw thout the registrar's consent. A
registrar may not require an authority requesting the lists to accept
themin conbination formw thout the authority's consent.

(e) A conbination formmay be in the formof an electronic
devi ce approved by the secretary of state. The secretary of state
shal | adopt rules governing the m ninumrequirenents and approval of
an electronic device used for any formused in connection with the
acceptance of voters at a polling place.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S., Ch. 410 (S.B. 5), Sec. 4, eff.
January 1, 2018.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 916 (H B. 4130), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 63.005. REG STRATION OM SSIONS LIST. (a) A registration
om ssions list shall be maintained by an election officer at the
pol l'i ng pl ace.

(b) Wth respect to each voter who is accepted for voting but
whose nane is not on the list of registered voters for the precinct
in which the voter is accepted, the election officer shall record:

(1) the voter's nane, residence address, and voter

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 304 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/85R/billtext/html/SB00005F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/86R/billtext/html/HB04130F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

regi stration nunber, if known; and

(2) a notation of the section of this code under which the
voter is accepted that provides for accepting voters who are not on
the list.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 42,
eff. Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 63.0051. CONFI RM NG REG STRATI ON STATUS OF VOTER. (a) |If
the nane of a voter who is offering to vote is not on the precinct
list of registered voters, an election officer may contact the voter
regi strar regarding the voter's registration status.

(b) If the election officer determ nes the voter is a
regi stered voter of the territory covered by the election but is
offering to vote in the incorrect precinct, the election officer
shal |l provide the correct precinct |location infornmation to the voter.

(c) Notw thstanding Section 63.009, a voter shall be accepted
for voting if the voter's identity has been verified from
docunentation as required by Section 63.001(b) and it can be
determned fromthe voter registrar that:

(1) the voter's registration was inproperly cancel ed and
has been reinstated under Section 16.037;

(2) an error in the voter registration record caused the
voter's name to not appear on the list of registered voters, and the
error has been corrected under Section 15.022; or

(3) the voter's nane has been inadvertently left off the
list of registered voters for the precinct.

(d) After the voter is accepted under Subsection (c), an
el ection officer shall enter the voter's nane on the registration
om ssions |ist.

(e) The voter shall be accepted for provisional voting under
Section 63.011 if the election officer cannot determ ne that the
voter is a registered voter of the territory covered by the election
in which the voter is offering to vote.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 42,
eff. Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 63.006. VOTER W TH REQUI RED DOCUMENTATI ON WHO |'S NOT ON
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LIST. (a) A voter who, when offering to vote, presents the
docunent ati on required under Section 63.001(b) but whose nanme is not
on the precinct list of registered voters shall be accepted for
voting if the voter also presents a voter registration certificate
indicating that the voter is currently registered:

(1) in the precinct in which the voter is offering to vote;
or

(2) in adifferent precinct in the same county as the
precinct in which the voter is offering to vote and the voter
executes an affidavit stating that the voter:

(A) is aresident of the precinct in which the voter is
offering to vote or is otherwise entitled by law to vote in that
preci nct;

(B) was a resident of the precinct in which the voter
is offering to vote at the tine the information on the voter's
resi dence address was | ast provided to the voter registrar;

(C© did not deliberately provide false information to
secure registration in a precinct in which the voter does not reside;
and

(D is voting only once in the election.

(b) After the voter is accepted, an election officer shall:
(1) indicate beside the voter's nane on the poll list that
the voter was accepted under this section; and
(2) enter the voter's nane on the registration om ssions
list.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 57, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 12, eff.
January 1, 2012,

Sec. 63.009. VOTER W THOUT CERTI FI CATE WHO IS NOT ON LIST. A
voter who does not present a voter registration certificate when
offering to vote, and whose nane is not on the list of registered
voters for the precinct in which the voter is offering to vote, shal
be accepted for provisional voting if the voter executes an affidavit
in accordance with Section 63.011

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan, 1986. Anended by
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Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 14, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1997,
75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 28, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th
Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 26, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 13, eff.
January 1, 2012.

Sec. 63.0101. DOCUMENTATI ON OF PROOF OF | DENTI FI CATION. (a)
The foll ow ng docunentation is an acceptable form of photo
identification under this chapter:

(1) adriver's license, election identification
certificate, or personal identification card issued to the person by
the Departnent of Public Safety that has not expired or that expired
no earlier than four years before the date of presentation;

(2) a United States mlitary identification card that
contains the person's photograph that has not expired or that expired
no earlier than four years before the date of presentation;

(3) a United States citizenship certificate issued to the
person that contains the person's photograph;

(4) a United States passport book or card issued to the
person that has not expired or that expired no earlier than four
years before the date of presentation; or

(5 alicense to carry a handgun issued to the person by
t he Departnent of Public Safety that has not expired or that expired
no earlier than four years before the date of presentation.

(b) The followi ng docunentation is acceptable as proof of
identification under this chapter

(1) a government document that shows the name and address
of the voter, including the voter's voter registration certificate;

(2) one of the foll ow ng docunents that shows the nane and
address of the voter:

(A) a copy of a current utility bill;
(B) a bank statenent;

(© a governnent check; or

(D) a paycheck; or

(3) a certified copy of a donestic birth certificate or
ot her docunent confirmng birth that is admssible in a court of |aw
and establishes the person's identity.
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(c) A person 70 years of age or older may use a form of
identification listed in Subsection (a) that has expired for the
purposes of voting if the identification is otherw se valid.

(d) Pursuant to Section 63.001(c), proof of identification is
presented only for the purpose of identifying a voter and not for
verification of residence.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1997;
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 30, eff. Sept. 1, 1997. Anended
by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 27, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
January 1, 2012,

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S
January 1, 2016.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S.,
January 1, 2018.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2021.

123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 14, eff.
437 (H B. 910), Sec. 9, eff.

410 (S.B. 5), Sec. 5, eff.

& g2 8 8

1023 (H.B. 368), Sec. 2, eff.

Sec. 63.0102. USE OF CERTAI N ELECTRONI CALLY READABLE
| NFORMATION. (a) An election officer nmay access electronically
readabl e information on a driver's |icense or personal identification
card for proof of identification when determ ning whether a voter
shal | be accepted for voting.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe any necessary
procedures to inplenent this section.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1189 (H B. 178), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Sec. 63.011. PROVISIONAL VOTING (a) A person to whom Section
63. 001(g) or 63.009 applies nmay cast a provisional ballot if the
person executes an affidavit stating that the person:
(1) is aregistered voter in the precinct in which the
person seeks to vote; and
(2) is eligible to vote in the election.
(a-1) A person to whomthe early voting clerk was required to
provide an early voting ballot by mail under Section 86.001 and who
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did not vote early by mail nay cast a provisional ballot on election
day if the person executes an affidavit stating that the person:

(1) is aregistered voter in the precinct in which the
person seeks to vote; and

(2) did not vote early by mail.

(b) Aformfor an affidavit required by this section nust be
printed on an envel ope in which the provisional ballot voted by the
person may be placed and nust incl ude:

(1) a space for entering the identification nunber of the
provi si onal ball ot voted by the person; and

(2) a space for an election officer to indicate whether the
person presented a formof identification described by Section
63. 0101.

(b-1) The affidavit formmay include space for disclosure of
any necessary information to enable the person to register to vote
under Chapter 13. The secretary of state shall prescribe the form of
the affidavit under this section

(c) After executing the affidavit, the person shall be given a
provi sional ballot for the election. An election officer shal
record the nunber of the ballot on the space provided on the
af fidavit.

(d) An election officer shall enter "provisional vote" on the
poll Iist beside the nane of each voter who is accepted for voting
under this section.

(e) A person who is permtted under a state or federal court
order to cast a ballot in an election for a federal office after the
time allowed by Subchapter B, Chapter 41, nust cast the ballot as a
provi sional vote in the manner required by this section.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 28, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 1078 (H. B. 2823), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 15, eff.
January 1, 2012.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1002 (H. B. 2194), Sec. 9, eff.
January 1, 2012,

Sec. 63.0111. OFFENSES RELATED TO PROVI SIONAL VOTING (a) An
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el ection judge comrits an offense if the judge know ngly provides a
voter with a formfor an affidavit required by Section 63.001 if the
formcontains information that the judge entered on the form know ng
it was false.

(b) An offense under this section is a state jail felony.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 7.01,
ef f. Decenmber 2, 2021.

Sec. 63.012. UNLAWFULLY ACCEPTI NG OR REFUSI NG TO ACCEPT VOTER
(a) An election officer commts an offense if the officer know ngly:
(1) permts an ineligible voter to vote other than as
provi ded by Section 63.011; or
(2) refuses to accept a person for voting whose acceptance
is required by this code.
(b) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 29, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S., Ch. 410 (S.B. 5), Sec. 6, eff.
January 1, 2018.

CHAPTER 64. VOTI NG PROCEDURES
SUBCHAPTER A. VOTI NG GENERALLY
Sec. 64.001. VOIER TO SELECT AND PREPARE BALLOT. (a) After a
voter is accepted for voting, the voter shall select a ballot, go to
a voting station, and prepare the ballot.
(b) A voter who executes an affidavit in accordance wth
Section 63.011 shall select a provisional ballot.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 30, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 64.002. OCCUPANCY OF VOTI NG STATION. (a) Except as
ot herwi se provided by this code, only one person at a tine my occupy
a voting station.
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(b) A child under 18 years of age may acconpany the child's
parent to a voting station.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 61, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 64.003. MARKING THE BALLOT FOR CANDI DATE ON BALLOT. A
vote for a particular candi date whose nane is on the ballot nust be
i ndi cated by placing an "X" or other mark that clearly shows the
voter's intent in the square beside the nanme of the candi date for
whom t he voter desires to vote.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 64.005. MARKING THE BALLOT FOR WRI TE-|I N CANDI DATE. I n an
el ection in which wite-in voting is permtted, a vote for a
candi date who is not on the ballot nust be indicated by witing the
candidate's nane in the appropriate place provided on the ballot.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 64.006. MARKING THE BALLOT FOR MEASURE. A vote on a
particul ar nmeasure nust be indicated by placing an "X" or other mark
that clearly shows the voter's intent in the appropriate square that
is beside the proposition and that indicates the way the voter
desires to vote on the neasure.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 64.007. SPO LED BALLOT. (a) |If a voter m smarks,
damages, or otherw se spoils the ballot in the process of voting, the
voter is entitled to receive a new ballot by returning the spoiled
ballot to an election officer.

(b) A voter is not entitled to receive nore than three ball ots.

(c) An election officer shall maintain a register of spoiled
ballots at the polling place. An election officer shall enter on the
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regi ster the name of each voter who returns a spoiled ballot and the
spoi l ed ballot's nunber. The secretary of state shall create and
promul gate a formto be used for this purpose.

(d) After making the appropriate entry on the register, the
el ection officer shall deposit the spoiled ballot in ballot box no.
4.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 3.07, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021.

Sec. 64.008. DEPCSI TI NG BALLOT. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (b), after a voter has nmarked the ballot, the voter shal
fold the ballot to conceal the way it is narked but to expose the
presiding judge's signature, and shall deposit it in the ballot box
used for the deposit of marked ball ots.

(b) After a voter has marked a provisional ballot, the voter
shall enclose the ballot in the envel ope on which the voter's
executed affidavit is printed. The person shall seal the envel ope
and deposit it in a box available for the deposit of provisional
bal | ot s.

(c) At the tine a person casts a provisional ballot under
Subsection (b), an election officer shall give the person witten
i nformati on descri bing how the person nmay use the free access system
establ i shed under Section 65.059 to obtain information on the
di sposition of the person's vote.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 31, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 64.009. VOITER UNABLE TO ENTER PCLLING PLACE. (a) If a
voter is physically unable to enter the polling place w thout
personal assistance or likelihood of injuring the voter's health, on
the voter's request, an election officer shall deliver a ballot to
the voter at the polling place entrance or curb.

(a-1) At each polling place an area for parking not smaller
than the size of one parking space shall be reserved for voting under
this section. The area may not be designated specifically for
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persons with disabilities. The area nmust be clearly narked with a
si gn:

(1) indicating that the space is reserved for use by a
voter who is unable to enter the polling place; and

(2) displaying, in large font that is clearly readable from
a vehicle, a telephone nunber that a voter may call or text to
request assistance froman election officer at the polling place.

(a-2) As an alternative to displaying a tel ephone nunber under
Subsection (a-1)(2), a parking space nay conply with the requirenents
of this section by providing the voter with a button or intercomthat
the voter may use to request assistance froman el ection officer.

(b) The regul ar voting procedures, except those in Subchapter
B, may be nodified by the election officer to the extent necessary to
conduct voting under this section.

(c) After the voter is accepted for voting, the voter shal
mark the ballot and give it to the election officer who shall deposit
it in the ballot box.

(d) On the voter's request, a person acconpanying the voter
shall be permtted to select the voter's ballot and deposit the
ball ot in the ballot box.

(e) Except as provided by Section 33.057, a poll watcher is
entitled to observe any activity conducted under this section.

(f) A person who sinmultaneously assists seven or nore voters
voting under this section by providing the voters with transportation
to the polling place nust conplete and sign a form provided by an
el ection officer, that contains the person's nane and address and
whet her the person is providing assistance solely under this section
or under both this section and Subchapter B

(f-1) Subsection (f) does not apply if the person is related to
each voter wthin the second degree by affinity or the third degree
by consanguinity, as determ ned under Subchapter B, Chapter 573,

Gover nnent Code.

(g) A formconpl eted under Subsection (f) shall be delivered to
the secretary of state as soon as practicable. The secretary shal
retain a formdelivered under this section for the period for
preserving the precinct election records and shall nake the form
avai lable to the attorney general for inspection upon request.

(h) The secretary of state shall prescribe the formdescribed
by Subsection (f).

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 313 -



ELECTI ON CODE

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 62, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 6.01, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 1066 (S.B. 477), Sec. 2, eff.
June 18, 2023.

Sec. 64.010. UNLAWFULLY PERM TTI NG OR PREVENTI NG DEPCSI T OF
BALLOT. (a) An election officer commts an offense if the officer:
(1) permts a person to deposit in the ballot box a ball ot
that the officer knows was not provided at the polling place to the
voter who is depositing the ballot or for whomthe deposit is made;
or
(2) prevents the deposit in the ballot box of a narked and
properly fol ded ballot that was provided at the polling place to the
voter who is depositing it or for whomthe deposit is attenpted.
(b) An offense under this section is a Cass B m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 64.011. UNLAWFULLY DEPGCSI TI NG BALLOT. (a) A person
commts an offense if the person deposits or attenpts to deposit in a
ball ot box a ballot that was not provided to the person who is
depositing the ballot or for whomthe deposit is nade or attenpted.

(b) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor
unl ess the person is convicted of an attenpt. |In that case, the
offense is a Cass B m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 64.012. |ILLEGAL VOTING (a) A person conmts an offense
if the person knowi ngly or intentionally:
(1) votes or attenpts to vote in an election in which the
person knows the person is not eligible to vote;
(2) votes or attenpts to vote nore than once in an
el ection;
(3) votes or attenpts to vote a ball ot bel onging to another
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person, or by inpersonating anot her person;

(4) marks or attenpts to mark any portion of another
person's ballot w thout the consent of that person, or w thout
specific direction fromthat person howto mark the ballot; or

(5) votes or attenpts to vote in an election in this state
after voting in another state in an election in which a federal
of fice appears on the ballot and the election day for both states is
t he sane day.

(b) An offense under this section is a felony of the second
degree unless the person is convicted of an attenpt, in which event
it is a state jail felony.

(c) A person may not be convicted solely upon the fact that the
person signed a provisional ballot affidavit under Section 63.011
unl ess corroborated by other evidence that the person know ngly
comm tted the of fense.

(d) If conduct that constitutes an offense under this section
al so constitutes an of fense under any other law, the actor may be
prosecuted under this section, the other |aw, or both.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 63, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 16, eff.
January 1, 2012.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., 1st CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 5, Sec. 1, eff.
Decenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 9.03, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 814 (H B. 1243), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2028.

SUBCHAPTER B. ASSI STI NG VOTER
Sec. 64.031. ELIG@BILITY FOR ASSI STANCE. A voter is eligible
to receive assistance in marking or reading the ballot, as provided
by this subchapter, if the voter cannot prepare or read the ball ot
because of:
(1) a physical disability that renders the voter unable to
wite or see; or
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(2) an inability to read the |anguage in which the ball ot
is witten.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 6.02, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 64.032. PERSONS PROVI DI NG ASSI STANCE. (a) Except as
provi ded by Subsection (c), on a voter's request for assistance in
mar ki ng the ballot, two election officers shall provide the
assi st ance.

(b) If a voter is assisted by election officers in the general
el ection for state and county officers, each officer nmust be aligned
with a different political party unless there are not two or nore
el ection officers serving the polling place who are aligned with
different parties.

(c) On the voter's request, the voter may be assisted by any
person sel ected by the voter other than the voter's enpl oyer, an
agent of the voter's enployer, or an officer or agent of a |abor
union to which the voter bel ongs.

(d) If assistance is provided by a person of the voter's
choice, an election officer shall enter the person's nanme and address
on the poll list beside the voter's nane.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 64.0321. DEFINITION. For purposes of this subchapter and
Sections 85.035 and 86. 010, assisting a voter includes the follow ng
conduct by a person other than the voter that occurs while the person
is in the presence of the voter's ballot or carrier envel ope:

(1) reading the ballot to the voter
(2) directing the voter to read the ballot;
(3) marking the voter's ballot; or
(4) directing the voter to mark the ballot.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 2003;
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 640, Sec. 1, eff. June 20, 2003.
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Sec. 64.0322. SUBM SSI ON OF FORM BY ASSI STANT. (a) A person
ot her than an election officer, who assists a voter in accordance
with this chapter is required to conplete a form stating:

(1) the nanme and address of the person assisting the voter;

(2) the relationship to the voter of the person assisting
the voter; and

(3) whether the person assisting the voter received or
accepted any form of conpensation or other benefit froma candi date,
canpai gn, or political commttee.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe the formrequired by
this section. The formnust be incorporated into the official
carrier envelope if the voter is voting an early voting ballot by
mai | and receives assi stance under Section 86.010, or rnust be
submtted to an election officer at the time the voter casts a ball ot
if the voter is voting at a polling place or under Section 64.009.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 6.03,
eff. Decenber 2, 2021.

Sec. 64.033. READI NG BALLOT TO VOTER. (a) |If a voter is
assisted by election officers, one of themshall read the entire
ballot to the voter unless the voter tells the officer that the voter
desires to vote only on certain offices or neasures. In that case,
the officer shall read those itens on the ballot specified by the
vot er.

(b) If a voter is assisted by a person of the voter's choice,
an election officer shall ask the voter being assisted whether the
voter wants the entire ballot read to the voter. If so, the officer
shal |l instruct the person assisting the voter to read the entire
ball ot to the voter.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 64, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 64.034. OATH. A person, other than an election officer
selected to provide assistance to a voter nmust take the foll ow ng
oath, adm nistered by an election officer at the polling place,
bef ore providi ng assi stance:

"I swear (or affirm under penalty of perjury that the voter
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am assisting represented to nme they are eligible to receive
assistance; | will not suggest, by word, sign, or gesture, how the
voter should vote; | will confine ny assistance to reading the ball ot
to the voter, directing the voter to read the ballot, marking the
voter's ballot, or directing the voter to mark the ballot; | wll
prepare the voter's ballot as the voter directs; | did not pressure
or coerce the voter into choosing ne to provi de assistance; | am not
the voter's enployer, an agent of the voter's enployer, or an officer
or agent of a |abor union to which the voter belongs; | will not
conmuni cate i nformati on about how the voter has voted to another
person; and | understand that if assistance is provided to a voter
who is not eligible for assistance, the voter's ballot may not be
counted."

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 358 (H B. 2475), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 6.04, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021.

Sec. 64.035. DEPCSI TI NG BALLOT. After assistance has been
provided in marking a ballot, the ballot shall be fol ded and
deposited in the ballot box by the voter or, on the voter's request,
by the person assisting the voter.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 64.036. UNLAWUL ASSI STANCE. (a) A person commits an

offense if the person know ngly:

(1) provides assistance to a voter who is not eligible for
assi st ance;

(2) while assisting a voter prepares the voter's ballot in
a way other than the way the voter directs or without direction from
t he voter;

(3) while assisting a voter suggests by word, sign, or
gesture how the voter should vote; or

(4) provides assistance to a voter who has not requested
assi stance or selected the person to assist the voter.
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(b) A person conmits an offense if the person know ngly assists
a voter in violation of Section 64.032(c).
(c) An election officer commts an offense if the officer
knowi ngly permts a person to provide assistance:
(1) to a voter who is not eligible for assistance; or
(2) in violation of Section 64.032(c).
(d) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 200S3.

Sec. 64.037. UNAUTHORI ZED ASSI STANCE VO DS BALLOT. |f
assistance is provided to a voter who is not eligible for assistance,
the voter's ballot may not be count ed.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

CHAPTER 65. COUNTI NG VOTES AND PREPARI NG RETURNS
SUBCHAPTER A. COUNTI NG VOTES GENERALLY
Sec. 65.001. COUNTING OFFI CERS. At each polling place, the
bal | ots shall be counted by one or nore teans of election officers
assigned by the presiding judge. Each team nust consist of two or
nore el ection officers.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 65.002. TIME FOR COUNTING (a) Subject to Subsection
(b), the presiding judge may direct the counting of ballots to occur
at any time after the polls have been open for one hour.

(b) Wiile the polls are open and until voting is concl uded
after the polls close, the ballot box for the deposit of voters'
mar ked bal l ots may not be opened for the purpose of counting the
ball ots unless there are at |east 10 ballots in the box.

(c) After the polls close or the |ast voter has vot ed,
whi chever is |later, the counting of ballots shall be conducted
continuously until all the ballots are counted.

(d) Repealed by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 1235, Sec.
26(5), eff. Septenber 1, 2009.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 26(5),
ef f. Septenber 1, 2009.

Sec. 65.003. ROTATING BALLOT BOXES NO. 1 AND NO. 2. (a) |If
the counting of the ballots is to begin before voting is concl uded,
ball ot box no. 1 and ballot box no. 2 shall be used on a rotating
basis at the polling place.

(b) When either ballot box no. 1 or no. 2 containing marked
ballots is delivered to the election officers counting the ballots,
the other box shall be imedi ately made avail able for the deposit of
mar ked bal | ot s.

(c) Before the ballot box is positioned for the receipt of
mar ked bal lots, an election officer shall examne it, renove its
contents, and | ock the box.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 65.004. TALLY LISTS. Three original tally lists shall be
mai ntai ned at the polling place to record the nunber of votes
received for the candidates and for and agai nst the neasures voted
on.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 65.005. TALLYING THE VOTES. (a) One nenber of the
counting team shall exam ne each ballot and clearly announce the nane
of each candi date for whom a vote has been received or whether a vote
has been received for or against a neasure. The other nenbers of the
counting team shall record the votes on the tally lists as they are
announced.

(b) The counting team shall conpare the tally lists
periodically to determ ne whet her discrepancies exist anong them |[f
a discrepancy is discovered, the ballots shall be recounted and the
necessary corrections shall be nade on the lists.

(c) On conpleting the count, each nmenber of the counting team
assigned to tally votes shall conpute the total nunber of votes
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tallied on the list the nenber has kept and enter the totals on the
tally list. After verifying that the three lists are in agreenent,
each counting officer shall sign the list that the officer has kept.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 65.006. REPLACI NG MEMBER OF COUNTI NG TEAM (a) A menber
of a counting team may not be replaced after vote tallying is begun
unl ess each existing discrepancy anong the three tally lists is
corrected before the replacenent i s nade.

(b) If a counting officer is replaced on a counting team after
the tallying is begun, the officer to be replaced shall certify the
accuracy of the list the officer has kept, as of the tine of the
repl acenent, by signing the list at that tine.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 65.008. TALLYING WRITE-IN VOTES. (a) 1In an election in
which wite-in voting is permtted, the nane of a wite-in candi date
shall be entered on the tally list and votes for that candi date shal
be tallied in the same nanner as votes for a candi date whose nane
appears on the ball ot.

(b) A wite-in vote may not be counted if a sticker containing
a candidate's nane is affixed to the ballot by the voter.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 65.009. COUNTING | RREGULARLY MARKED BALLOT. (a) Failure
to mark a ballot in strict conformty with this code does not
invalidate the ballot.

(b) Marking the ballot by marking through the nanes of
candi dates for whomor the statenents beside the propositions for
whi ch the voter does not desire to vote does not invalidate the
bal | ot .

(c) A vote on an office or neasure shall be counted if the
voter's intent is clearly ascertainable unless other |aw prohibits
counting the vote.
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(d) The intent of the voter in marking a ballot nay be
det erm ned by:

(1) a distinguishing mark adjacent to the nane of a
candi date or political party or a voting choice associated with a
proposi tion;

(2) an oval, box, or simlar marking clearly drawn around
the nane of a candidate or political party or a voting choice
associated with a proposition;

(3) a line drawn through:

(A) the nanes of all candidates in a nmanner that
i ndicates a preference for the candidates not marked if the nanmes of
t he candi dates not marked do not exceed the nunber of persons that
may be elected to that office;

(B) the name of each political party except one in a
manner that clearly indicates a preference for the political party
not marked; or

(C a voting choice associated with a proposition in a
manner that clearly indicates a preference for the other voting
choi ce associated with the proposition; or

(4) any other evidence that clearly indicates the intent of
the voter in choosing a candidate or political party or deciding on a
proposi tion.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 33, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 65.010. BALLOTS NOT COUNTED. (a) The followi ng ballots

may not be counted:

(1) a ballot that is not provided to the voter at the
pol l'i ng pl ace;

(2) two or nore ballots that are folded together in a
manner indicating that they were fol ded together when deposited in
t he bal |l ot box;

(3) a wite-in envel ope containing a wite-in vote w thout
an attached ball ot;

(4) a ballot that has not been deposited in the ballot box
used for the deposit of nmarked ballots; or

(5) a provisional ballot that is not accepted under
Subchapt er B.
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(b) If a ballot is unnunbered or the signature of the presiding
j udge does not appear on the back of a ballot, the presiding judge
shall examne it to determ ne whether the ballot is not to be counted
under Subsection (a)(1).

(c) If aballot is not counted, an election officer shal
i ndicate on the back of the ballot the reason for not counting it.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 18, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 34, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 65.011. OVERVOTING If a voter marks the ballot for nore
candi dates for an office than the nunber of persons to be elected for
that office, none of the votes may be counted for that office.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R'S., Ch. 404 (H B. 25), Sec. 4, eff.
Septenber 1, 2020.

Sec. 65.012. DEPOCSI TI NG BALLOT I N BALLOT BOX NO. 3. (a) After
a ballot is counted, it shall be deposited in ballot box no. 3.

(b) A voted ballot that is not counted shall also be deposited
in ballot box no. 3.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 65.013. BALLOT REG STER. (a) Each presiding judge shal
prepare a ballot register as provided by this section.
(b) The register nust state:
(1) the total nunber of ballots received for conducting
voting at the polling place;
(2) the nunber of defectively printed ballots received;
(3) the nunber of ballots provided to voters as indicated
by the nunber of voters on the poll |ist;
(4) the nunber of spoiled ballots returned by voters; and
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(5) the nunber of unused ballots that are not accounted for
as defectively printed ball ots.
(c) The ballot register shall be prepared as an original and
one copy, and on conpleting the register, the presiding judge shal
sign each one to certify its accuracy.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 65.014. PREPARING THE PRECI NCT RETURNS. (a) On
conpl etion of the vote count, the presiding judge shall prepare the
returns of the election for the precinct.

(b) The returns nust state:

(1) the total nunber of voters who voted at the polling
pl ace as indicated by the poll list; and

(2) the total nunber of votes counted for each candi date
and for and agai nst each neasure.

(c) The returns shall be prepared as an original and three
copies, and on conpleting the returns, the presiding judge shall sign
each one to certify its accuracy.

(d) A presiding judge commts an offense if the judge know ngly
fails:

(1) to include in the precinct returns the applicable
information required by this code; or

(2) to conplete the returns in tinme for themto be
delivered by the deadline prescribed by Section 66.053(c) for
delivery of the precinct election records.

(e) An offense under Subsection (d) is a C ass B m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 65.015. ANNOUNCI NG PARTI AL RESULTS. (a) Subject to
Subsection (b), after the polls close and the |ast voter has voted,
t he presiding judge may announce the status of the vote count from
time to tine.

(b) The local canvassing authority may require the
announcenents or prohibit them

(c) The announcenents shall be made at the entrance to the
pol l'i ng pl ace.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 65.016. | NTERNET POSTI NG OF ELECTI ON RESULTS. (a) A
county that holds or provides election services for an el ection and
mai ntai ns an Internet website shall post on its public Internet
website for an election of public officials or of a governnental
entity authorized by law to i npose a tax adm ni stered by the county:

(1) the results of each election;

(2) the total nunmber of votes cast;

(3) the total nunber of votes cast for each candi date or
for or against each neasure;

(4) the total nunber of votes cast by personal appearance
on el ection day;

(5) the total nunber of votes cast by personal appearance
or mail during the early voting period; and

(6) the total nunber of counted and uncounted provisional
bal | ot s cast.

(b) A city or independent school district that holds an
el ection and maintains an Internet website shall post on its public
I nternet website for the city or independent school district, as
appl i cabl e:

(1) the results of each election;

(2) the total nunber of votes cast;

(3) the total nunmber of votes cast for each candi date or
for or against each neasure;

(4) the total nunber of votes cast by personal appearance
on el ection day;

(5) the total nunber of votes cast by personal appearance
or mail during the early voting period; and

(6) the total nunber of counted and uncounted provisional
bal | ot s cast.

(c) The information described by Subsections (a) and (b) nust
be:

(1) posted as soon as practicable after the election; and

(2) accessible without having to make nore than two
selections or view nore than two network | ocations after accessing
the Internet website honme page of the county, city, or district, as
appl i cabl e.
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Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 436 (S.B. 1116), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

For expiration of this section, see Subsection (g).
Sec. 65.017. VIDEO RECORDI NG OF BALLOT COUNTI NG AND PROCESSI NG
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (d), the secretary of state
shal |l establish a pilot programrequiring a county to use a video
recordi ng device to record:
(1) all areas containing voted ballots in:
(A) each central counting station in the manner
requi red by Section 127.1232; or
(B) if the county has not established a central
counting station, not less than 20 percent of precincts in the
county; and
(2) ballot counting activity perforned by the early voting
bal | ot board after the polls close on election day, including the
processi ng of:
(A) early voting ballots voted by mail;
(B) early voting ballots voted by mail that have had a
defect corrected under Section 87.0411; and
(C provisional ballots.
(b) The secretary of state shall select six counties to take
part in the pilot program including:
(1) two counties with a population of nore than 100, 000 and
not nore than 500, 000;
(2) two counties with a popul ation of not |ess than 50, 000
and not nore than 100, 000; and
(3) two counties with a population of not nore than 5, 000.
(c) The secretary of state shall adopt procedures to inplenment
this section, including procedures to determ ne which counties may
participate in the pilot programunder this section.
(d) The procedures adopted under Subsection (c) nay not violate
the requirenments of Section 61.014.
(e) The secretary of state shall operate the pilot program
established under this section until January 1, 2025.
(f) Not later than January 1, 2025, the secretary of state
shall file a report with the legislature. The report nust state:
(1) which counties participated in the pilot program
(2) the nunber of precincts and central counting stations
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t hat recorded vi deo;
(3) any best practices for placenment and use of the video
recordi ng devices, including:
(A) best angles for visibility;
(B) best distance between device and counting station;
and
(C best devices for clarity;
(4) the cost and availability of broadband Internet
connectivity required to inplenent the program and
(5) any other information and recommendati ons consi dered
necessary by the secretary of state.
(g) This section expires January 1, 2025.

Added by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 1112 (H B. 246), Sec. 1
eff. Septenber 1, 2023.

SUBCHAPTER B. VERI FI CATI ON AND COUNTI NG OF PROVI SI ONAL BALLOTS

Sec. 65.051. DUTY OF EARLY VOTI NG BALLOT BOARD. (a) The early
voting ballot board shall verify and count provisional ballots as
provi ded by this subchapter not |ater than the ninth day after the
date of an el ection.

(a-1) Notwi thstandi ng Subsection (a), for an election held on
the date of the general election for state and county officers, the
early voting ballot board shall verify and count provisional ballots
as provided by this subchapter not later than the 13th day after the
date of the el ection.

(b) Except as provided by this subchapter, the conduct of the
board is governed by the sane procedures as are provided by Chapter
87.

(c) Repealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 84 , Sec. 31,
ef f. Septenber 1, 2015.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 35, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1318 (S.B. 100), Sec. 7, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 891 (H B. 985), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2013.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 84 (S.B. 1703), Sec. 5, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.
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Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 84 (S.B. 1703), Sec. 31, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2015.

Sec. 65.052. DUTY OF VOTER REGQ STRAR. The secretary of state
shal | prescribe procedures by which the voter registrar of the county
in which a provisional ballot is cast shall provide assistance to the
early voting ballot board in executing its authority under this
subchapter. In an election described by Section 65.051(a-1), the
procedures nust allow for 10 cal endar days for the voter registrar to
review a provisional voter's eligibility.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 35, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 891 (H. B. 985), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 43, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 65.053. DELIVERY OF PROVI SI ONAL BALLOTS. The presiding
judge of an election precinct shall deliver in person to the general
custodi an of election records the box containing each envel ope
containing a provisional ballot that was cast in the precinct. The
secretary of state shall prescribe procedures by which the early
voting ball ot board may have access to the provisional ballots as
necessary to inplenent this subchapter

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 35, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 65.054. ACCEPTI NG PROVI SI ONAL BALLOT. (a) The early
voting ball ot board shall exam ne each affidavit executed under
Section 63.011 and determ ne whether to accept the provisional ballot
of the voter who executed the affidavit.

(b) A provisional ballot shall be accepted if the board
determ nes that:

(1) fromthe information in the affidavit or contained in
public records, the person is eligible to vote in the election and
has not previously voted in that election;

(2) the person:
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(A) neets the identification requirenments of Section
63.001(b) at the time the ballot was cast or in the period prescribed
under Section 65.0541;

(B) notw thstandi ng Chapter 110, G vil Practice and
Renmedi es Code, executes an affidavit under penalty of perjury that
states the voter has a religious objection to being photographed and
the voter has consistently refused to be photographed for any
governnental purpose fromthe tine the voter has held this belief; or

(C© executes an affidavit under penalty of perjury that
states the voter does not have any identification nmeeting the
requi renents of Section 63.001(b) as a result of a natural disaster
that was declared by the president of the United States or the
governor, occurred not earlier than 45 days before the date the
bal | ot was cast, and caused the destruction of or inability to access
the voter's identification; and

(3) the voter has not been chall enged and voted a

provi sional ballot solely because the voter did not neet the
requi renents for identification prescribed by Section 63.001(b).

(c) |If a provisional ballot is accepted, the board shall enter
the voter's name on a list of voters whose provisional ballots are
accept ed.

(d) If a provisional ballot is rejected, the board shal
indicate the rejection by marking "rejected" on the envel ope
cont ai ning the provisional ballot.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 35, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 1078 (H B. 2823), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 17, eff.
January 1, 2012.

Sec. 65.0541. PRESENTATI ON OF | DENTI FI CATI ON FOR CERTAI N
PROVI SI ONAL BALLOTS. (a) A voter who is accepted for provisional
voting under Section 63.011 because the voter does not neet the
identification requirenents of Section 63.001(b) may, not |ater than
the sixth day after the date of the election:

(1) present a formof identification described by Section
63. 0101 to the voter registrar for exam nation; or
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(2) execute an affidavit described by Section
65.054(b)(2)(B) or (C) in the presence of the voter registrar.
(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures as
necessary to inplenent this section.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 18, eff.
January 1, 2012.

Sec. 65.055. DI SPOsI TI ON OF ACCEPTED PROVI SI ONAL BALLOT AND
AFFIDAVIT. (a) The early voting ballot board shall open each
envel ope contai ning an accepted provisional ballot wthout defacing
the affidavit | ocated on the outside of the envel ope and shall renove
t he ball ot.

(b) The board shall place the ballot in a ballot box containing
all the provisional ballots accepted for voting in the el ection.

(c) For each accepted provisional ballot, the board shall place
t he correspondi ng envel ope on which is printed the voter's affidavit
execut ed under Section 63.011 in a seal ed envel ope and shall deliver
t he envel ope to the general custodian of election records, to be
retained for the period for preserving precinct election returns.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 35, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 65.056. DI SPCSI TI ON OF REJECTED PROVI SI ONAL BALLOT. (a)
If the affidavit on the envel ope of a rejected provisional ballot
contains the informati on necessary to enable the person to register
to vote under Chapter 13, the voter registrar shall make a copy of
the affidavit under procedures prescribed by the secretary of state.
The voter registrar shall treat the copy as an application for
regi stration under Chapter 13.

(b) The early voting ballot board shall place the envel opes
containing rejected provisional ballots in an envel ope and shall seal
t he envel ope. Mre than one envel ope may be used if necessary.

(c) The envelope for the rejected provisional ballots nust
indicate the date and identity of the election, be | abeled "rejected
provi sional ballots,” and be signed by the board's presiding judge.

(d) A board nmenber shall deliver the envel ope containing the
rejected provisional ballots to the general custodian of election
records to be preserved for the period for preserving the precinct

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 330 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/82R/billtext/html/SB00014F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

el ection records. The envel ope may not be placed in the box
cont ai ning the accepted provisional ballots.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 35, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 65.057. PROCESSI NG ACCEPTED PROVI SI ONAL BALLOTS. (a) The
early voting ballot board shall count accepted provisional ballots as
foll ows:

(1) for ballots to be counted manually, in the manner
provi ded by Subchapter D, Chapter 87;

(2) for ballots to be counted by automatic tabulating
equi pnent at a central counting station, in the manner provided by
Subchapter F, Chapter 87; and

(3) for ballots to be counted by any other neans, in the
manner provi ded by rul es adopted by the secretary of state.

(b) On counting the ballots under this section, the board shal
report the results to the | ocal canvassing authority for the
el ecti on.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 35, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 65.058. PRESERVATI ON OF PROVI SI ONAL VOTI NG RECORDS
GENERALLY. The returns of provisional ballots that are accepted, the
accepted ballots, and other provisional voting records shall be
preserved after the election in the sane manner as the correspondi ng
preci nct election returns.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 35, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 65.0581. PUBLIC I NSPECTI ON CF PROVI SI ONAL VOTI NG RECORDS.
Provi sional voting records are not available for public inspection
until the first business day after the date the early voting ball ot
board conpl etes the verification and counting of provisional ballots
under Section 65.051 and delivers the provisional ballots and ot her
provi sional voting records to the general custodian of election
records.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R'S., Ch. 711 (H.B. 3107), Sec. 44,
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ef f. Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 65.059. NOTICE TO PROVI SI ONAL VOTER.  The secretary of
state shall prescribe procedures to inplenent a systemto allow a
person who casts a provisional ballot under Section 63.011 to obtain
access free of charge to information on the disposition of the
person's ballot. The system

(1) nust allow the person to determ ne whether the person's
bal l ot was counted, and, if the person's ballot was not accepted,
nmust indicate the reason why;

(2) nust provide the information only to the person who
cast the provisional ballot; and

(3) may involve the use of a toll-free tel ephone nunber or
the Internet.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 35, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 65.060. DI SCLOSURE OF SOCI AL SECURITY, DRI VER S LI CENSE
OR PERSONAL | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER ON PROVI SI ONAL BALLOT AFFIDAVIT. A
soci al security nunber, Texas driver's license nunber, or nunber of a
personal identification card issued by the Departnent of Public
Safety furnished on a provisional ballot affidavit is confidential
and does not constitute public information for purposes of Chapter
552, Governnment Code. The general custodian of election records
shall ensure that a social security nunber, Texas driver's license
nunber, or nunber of a personal identification card issued by the
Department of Public Safety is excluded from discl osure.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.13, eff.
Septenber 1, 2005.

CHAPTER 66. DI SPOSI TI ON OF RECORDS AND SUPPLI ES AFTER ELECTI ON
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVI SI ONS
Sec. 66.001. GENERAL CUSTODI AN OF ELECTI ON RECORDS. The
general custodian of election records is:
(1) the county clerk of each county wholly or partly
situated in the territory covered by the election, for an el ection
ordered by the governor or by a county authority or for a primary
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el ection;

(2) the city secretary, for an election ordered by a city
authority; and

(3) the secretary of the political subdivision's governing
body or, if the governing body has no secretary, the governing body's
presiding officer, for an election ordered by an authority of a
political subdivision other than a county or city.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 66.002. PRECI NCT ELECTI ON RECORDS. In this chapter,
"precinct election records" neans the precinct election returns,
voted ballots, and other records of an election that are assenbl ed
and distributed under this chapter.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 66.0021. ELECTION DAY VOTE TOTAL FOR CERTAI N ELECTI ONS
(a) This section applies only to a primary el ection or the general
el ection for state and county officers.

(b) The general custodian of election records for a primry
el ection or the general election for state and county officers shal
maintain a list that states the total nunber of votes cast in each
preci nct by personal appearance on election day that is available for
public inspection not later than the day after el ection day.

(c) Each vote total shall be maintained in a downl oadabl e
format approved by the secretary of state and posted on the Internet
website of the secretary of state.

(d) The secretary of state shall create a systemfor an early
voting clerk for a primary election or the general election for state
and county officers to provide the infornmation to the secretary of
state for posting on the secretary of state's Internet website under
Subsection (c).

Added by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1215 (S.B. 902), Sec. 2,
eff. Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 66.003. ENVELOPES FOR DI STRI BUTI ON OF RECORDS. (a) Four
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envel opes shall be furnished to each polling place for use in
assenbling and distributing the precinct election records.
(b) The envel opes shall be | abel ed and addressed as fol |l ows:

(1) "Envelope No. 1," addressed to the presiding officer of
t he | ocal canvassing authority;

(2) "Envelope No. 2," addressed to the general custodian of
el ection records;

(3) "Envelope No. 3," addressed to the presiding judge;
and

(4) "Envelope No. 4," addressed to the voter registrar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 12(b), eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 14, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 36, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 66.004. POLLI NG PLACE CHECKLI STS. The secretary of state
shal | adopt rules and create a checklist or simlar guidelines to
assist the presiding judge of a polling place in processing forns and
conducting procedures required by this code at the opening and
cl osing of the polling place.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 3.08,
eff. Decenber 2, 2021.

SUBCHAPTER B. ASSEMBLI NG RECORDS FOR DI STRI BUTI ON

Sec. 66.021. ASSEMBLI NG ELECTI ON RECORDS. (a) On conpleting
the election returns for the precinct, the presiding judge shal
assenbl e the precinct election records and place themin the
appropri ate envel opes and ball ot boxes for distribution.

(b) The judge shall seal envelopes no. 1, no. 2, and no. 4 and
| ock ball ot boxes no. 3 and no. 4 as soon as they are ready for
di stribution.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 12(b), eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 37, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
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Sec. 66.022. CONTENTS OF ENVELOPE NO. 1. Envel ope no. 1 nust
cont ai n:
(1) the original of the election returns for the precinct;
and
(2) atally list.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 66.023. CONTENTS OF ENVELOPE NO. 2. Envel ope no. 2 nust

cont ai n:

(1) a copy of the precinct returns;

(2) atally Iist;

(3) the original of the poll 1list;

(4) the signature roster

(5) the precinct early voting list;

(6) any affidavits conpleted at the polling place except
affidavits required to be placed in envel ope no. 4; and

(7) any certificates of appointnment of watchers.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 12(b), eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.50; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554,
Sec. 21, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 66.024. CONTENTS OF ENVELOPE NO. 3. Envel ope no. 3 nust
cont ai n:
(1) a copy of the precinct returns;
(2) a copy of the poll list; and
(3) a copy of the ballot register.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 66.0241. CONTENTS OF ENVELOPE NO. 4. Envel ope no. 4 nust
cont ai n:
(1) the precinct list of registered voters;
(2) the registration correction |ist;
(3) any statenents of residence executed under Section
63. 0011; and
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(4) any affidavits executed under Section 63.006 or 63.011
Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 12(b), eff. Sept. 1
1987. Anmended by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 24, eff. Sept.
1, 1993; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 40, eff. Sept. 1, 1995;
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 38, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:
Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 19, eff.
January 1, 2012.
Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1002 (H. B. 2194), Sec. 10, eff.
January 1, 2012.
Reenacted by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 161 (S.B. 1093), Sec.
5.006, eff. Septenber 1, 20183.
Sec. 66.025. CONTENTS OF BALLOT BOX NO. 3. (a) Ballot box no.
3 must contain:
(1) the voted ballots;
(2) a copy of the precinct returns;
(3) atally list; and
(4) a copy of the poll Iist.
(b) The copy of the poll list may be placed in a container

ot her than ball ot

the secretary determ nes that placenent

nore suitable for

Acts 1985, 69th Leg.,
Acts 1987, 70th Leg.,
ch. 500, Sec.

1987, 70th Leg.,

Sec. 66.026.
must contain:
(1) the
(2) the
(3) any
(4) any
pl ace;
(5) any
(6) any

cancel ed ball ots;

box no. 3 on approval by the secretary of state if
in the other container is

a particular election.

eff.
ef f.
Sept .

ch. 211,
ch. 472,

Sec. 1,
Sec. 18,
1, eff.

Jan. 1, 1986.
Sept. 1, 1987;
1, 1987.

Amended by
Act s

CONTENTS OF BALLOT BOX NO. 4. Ballot box no. 4
original of the ballot register;

regi ster of spoiled ballots;

spoi |l ed ball ots;

ball ot to be voted by nmail returned at the polling
defectively printed ballots;

envel ope contai ning cancel |l ati on requests and

and
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(7) any other unused ballots.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 20, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.
Amended by:

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 1167 (S.B. 1599), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2028.

SUBCHAPTER C. DI SPOsI TI ON OF RECORDS AND SUPPLI ES

Sec. 66.051. DI STRI BUTI ON OF ELECTI ON RECORDS. (a) The
presi ding judge shall deliver envelope no. 1 in person to the
presiding officer of the |local canvassing authority. |If the
presiding officer of the local canvassing authority is unavail abl e,

t he envel ope shall be delivered to the general custodian of el ection
records who shall then deliver it to the |ocal canvassing authority
before the time set for convening the | ocal canvass.

(b) The presiding judge shall deliver envel ope no. 2, ballot
box no. 3, and ballot box no. 4 and its key in person to the general
custodi an of el ection records.

(c) The presiding judge shall retain envel ope no. 3.

(d) The presiding judge shall deliver envel ope no. 4 in person
to the voter registrar. |If the voter registrar is unavail able, the
envel ope shall be delivered to the general custodian of el ection
records, who shall deliver it to the voter registrar on the next
regul ar busi ness day.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 12(b), eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 21, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997,
75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 17, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th
Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 39, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 66.052. DELIVERY BY ELECTI ON CLERK. A delivery of
el ection records or supplies that is to be perfornmed by the presiding
j udge may be performed by an el ection clerk designated by the
presi di ng judge.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 66.053. TIME FOR DELI VERI NG ELECTI ON RECORDS. (a) The
precinct election records shall be delivered to the appropriate
authorities immedi ately after the precinct returns are conpl et ed.

(b) If the presiding judge determnes that the ballots will not
be counted in tine to allow delivery of the precinct election records
by 2 a.m of the day after election day, the presiding judge, between
m dni ght of election day and 1 a.m of the foll ow ng day, shal
notify the general custodian of election records by tel ephone of:

(1) the total nunber of voters who voted at the polling
pl ace as indicated by the poll |ist;

(2) the vote totals tallied for each candidate and for and
agai nst each neasure at the tinme of notification; and

(3) the expected tine of finishing the count.

(c) The precinct election records shall be delivered not |ater
than 24 hours after the polls close in each el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 66.054. FAILURE TO DELI VER ELECTI ON RETURNS AND VOTED
BALLOTS. (a) An election officer responsible for delivering
preci nct election returns or voted ballots commts an offense if the
of ficer:
(1) fails to make the delivery to the appropriate
aut hority;
(2) fails to nake the delivery by the deadline prescribed
by Section 66.053(c); or
(3) fails to prevent another person fromhandling in an
unaut hori zed manner the returns or voted ballots that the officer is
responsi ble for delivering while they are in the officer's custody.
(b) If the officer is an election clerk, it is an exception to
the application of Subsection (a)(2) that the election clerk did not
receive the returns fromthe presiding judge in tinme to permt a
tinmely delivery.
(c) An offense under this section is a Cass B m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 66.055. JUDI Cl AL | MPOUNDVENT OF ELECTI ON RECORDS. (a) |If
the precinct election records are not delivered by the deadline
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prescri bed by Section 66.053(c), on application by a nenber of the
canvassing authority, a district judge shall order the precinct
el ection records to be inpounded.

(b) The district judge shall supervise the activities necessary
to conplete the count, prepare the precinct returns, and distribute
t he records.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 66.056. UNOFFI Cl AL TABULATI ON OF PRECI NCT RESULTS. (a)
As the general custodian of election records receives the precinct
el ection records fromeach polling place, the custodi an shall:
(1) open the envel opes and renove the precinct el ection
returns; and
(2) prepare a tabulation stating for each candidate and for
and agai nst each neasure:
(A) the total number of votes received in each
precinct; and
(B) the sumof the precinct totals tabul ated under
Par agraph (A).
(b) The custodian shall periodically make a public announcenent
of the current state of the tabul ati on made under Subsection (a).
(c) The tabul ation nade under Subsection (a) is unofficial and
does not affect the outcone of the election.
(d) The custodian shall preserve the unofficial tabulation for
the period for preserving the precinct election records.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 66.057. REGULATI NG PUBLI C | NSPECTI ON OF CERTAI N ELECTI ON
RECORDS. (a) The election returns for a particular precinct that
are delivered to the general custodian of election records do not
become public information until the custodian conpletes the
unof ficial tabulation of the results for that precinct.

(b) The general custodian of election records or the
custodi an's designee shall be present at all tinmes when the records
delivered in ballot box no. 4 are inspected.

(c) The election records in envel ope no. 3 becone public
i nformati on when delivery of the precinct election records is
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conpl et ed.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 65, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 66.058. PRESERVATI ON OF PRECI NCT ELECTI ON RECORDS. (a)
Except as otherw se provided by this code, the precinct election
records shall be preserved by the authority to whomthey are
distributed for at |east 22 nonths after el ection day.

(b) For a period of at |east 60 days after the date of the
el ection, the voted ballots shall be preserved securely in a | ocked
roomin the | ocked ballot box in which they are delivered to the
general custodian of election records. On the 61st day after
el ection day, the general custodian of election records may:

(1) require a person who has possession of a key that
operates the lock on a ballot box containing voted ballots to return
the key to the custodian; and

(2) unlock the ballot box and transfer the voted ballots to
anot her secure container for the remai nder of the preservation
peri od.

(b-1) Except as permtted by this code, a ballot box or other
secure container containing voted ballots may not be opened during
t he preservation period.

(c) If during the preservation period an authorized entry is
made into a ball ot box or other secure container containing voted
bal | ots, when the purpose for the entry is fulfilled, the box or
contai ner shall be relocked or resecured, and the box and key or
secure container returned to the custodian.

(d) A custodian of a ballot box or secure container containing
voted ballots commts an offense if, during the preservation period
prescri bed by Subsection (a), the custodi an:

(1) nakes an unauthorized entry into the box or container;
or

(2) fails to prevent another person from handling the box
or container in an unauthorized manner or from nmaking an unaut hori zed
entry into the box or container.

(e) An offense under Subsection (d) is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

(f) The records in ballot box no. 4 may be preserved in that
box or by any other nmethod chosen by the custodian. |f the records
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are renmoved fromthe box, they may not be comm ngled with any other
el ection records kept by the custodian.

(g) Electronic records created under Chapter 129 shall be
preserved in a secure container.

(h) For the preservation of precinct election records in an
el ection involving a federal office, the secretary of state shal
instruct the affected authorities on the actions necessary to conply
with federal |aw and otherw se inplenent this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 18, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 40, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 950 (H. B. 1580), Sec. 1, eff. Septenber
1, 2005.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 1197 (H B. 1446), Sec. 1, eff.
June 15, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 1197 (H B. 1446), Sec. 2, eff.
June 15, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 682 (H B. 2524), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1164 (H. B. 2817), Sec. 13, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., 1st CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 5), Sec. 2, eff.
Decenber 1, 2017.

Sec. 66.059. RETRI EVI NG ERRONEOQUSLY PLACED ELECTI ON RECORDS
(a) On witten application by the presiding officer of the |ocal
canvassing authority or the presiding judge of the election precinct,
a district judge of the county in which a ballot box containing voted
ballots is in custody nmay order the box opened to retrieve an
el ection record that was erroneously placed in the box.

(b) If the political subdivision holding the election is not a
county or is a county that does not nmaintain an Internet website, the
district judge shall post a notice of the date, hour, and place for
openi ng the box on the bulletin board used for posting notices of the
neeti ngs of the governing body of the political subdivision served by
t he general custodian of election records. The notice nust remain
posted continuously for the 24 hours imediately preceding the hour
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set for opening the box.

(b-1) If the political subdivision holding the election is a
county that maintains an Internet website, the district judge shal
post a notice of the date, hour, and place for opening the box on the
county's Internet website. The notice nust remain posted
continuously for the 24 hours preceding the hour set for opening the
box.

(c) Any interested person may observe the opening of the box.

(d) The district judge shall issue the orders necessary to
saf eguard the contents of a ball ot box opened under this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 41, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1052 (H B. 933), Sec. 7, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Sec. 66.060. DELIVERY AND PRESERVATI ON OF KEY TO BALLOT BOX NO

3. (a) The presiding judge shall deliver the key to ballot box no.
3 in person to the follow ng authority:

(1) the sheriff, for an election ordered by the governor or
a county authority or for a primary election, except that in a year
in which the office of sheriff is regularly on the ballot the
presi ding judge shall deliver the key to the county judge, and if
both those offices are on the sane ball ot because of the filling of
an unexpired termthe key shall be delivered to the county auditor or
to a designated nmenber of the conm ssioners court who is not on the
bal | ot and who is appointed by the court if the county does not have
a county auditor;

(2) the chief of police or city marshal, for an el ection
ordered by a city authority; or

(3) the constable of the justice precinct in which the
of fice of the political subdivision's governing body is |ocated, or
if the office of constable is vacant, the sheriff of the county in
whi ch the governing body's office is |ocated, for an el ection ordered
by an authority of a political subdivision other than a county or
city.

(b) The ball ot box key shall be delivered at the sane tine as
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t he precinct election records.

(c) The custodian of the key to ballot box no. 3 shall keep the
key for the period for preserving the precinct election records
except for the time the key is tenporarily out of the custodian's
custody in accordance with this code.

(d) A person conmts an offense if the person is the custodian
of the key to a ballot box containing voted ballots and, during the
peri od for keeping the key, the person know ngly relinquishes custody
of the key except as permtted by law. An offense under this
subsection is a Class B m sdeneanor.

(e) After the period for keeping a key to ballot box no. 3
expires, the key's custodian shall return the key to the custodi an of
t he bal | ot box.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 430, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 66, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 66.061. CUSTODY OF LI ST OF REG STERED VOTERS TO BE REUSED
| N SUBSEQUENT ELECTI ON. The custodi an of a precinct |ist of
regi stered voters that is to be reused in a subsequent el ection
occurring during the preservation period shall return the list to the
authority responsible for delivering the election supplies not
earlier than the fourth day before the date it is needed for the
subsequent el ecti on.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 66.062. RETURNI NG EQUI PMENT AND SUPPLIES. (a) At the
sane tinme the precinct election records are delivered, the unused
el ection supplies shall be delivered to the authority responsible for
di stributing the election supplies.

(b) The presiding judge shall follow the directions of the
authority responsible for distributing the election supplies
regarding the storage or return after the election of ballot boxes
no. 1 and no. 2, the keys to those boxes, voting booths, and other
el ecti on equi pnent.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Renunbered
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from El ection Code Sec. 66.063 and anended by Acts 1987, 70th Leg.,
ch. 54, Sec. 12(b), eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

CHAPTER 67. CANVASSI NG ELECTI ONS
Sec. 67.001. APPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER. This chapter applies to
each general or special election conducted in this state.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 67.002. CANVASS OF PRECI NCT RETURNS. (a) Except as
ot herwi se provided by law, the precinct election returns for each
el ection shall be canvassed by the follow ng authority:

(1) for an election ordered by the governor or by a county
authority, the comm ssioners court of each county in which the
election is held; and

(2) for an election ordered by an authority of a political
subdi vi sion other than a county, the political subdivision's
governi ng body.

(b) The canvass of precinct returns shall be conducted in
accordance wth this chapter except as otherw se provided by this
code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 67.003. TIME FOR LOCAL CANVASS. (a) Repealed by Acts
2017, 85th Leg., R S., Ch. 992 (H B. 929), Sec. 3, eff. Septenber 1,
2017.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), each |ocal canvassing
authority shall convene to conduct the |ocal canvass at the tinme set
by the canvassing authority's presiding officer not later than the
11th day after election day and not earlier than the |ater of:

(1) the third day after election day;

(2) the date on which the early voting ballot board has
verified and counted all provisional ballots, if a provisional ballot
has been cast in the election; or

(3) the date on which all tinely received ballots cast from
addresses outside of the United States are counted, if a ballot to be
voted by mail in the election was provided to a person outside of the
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United States.

(c) In an election described by Section 65.051(a-1), the tine
for the | ocal canvass may be set not |later than the 14th day after
el ection day.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 22, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 31, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 42, eff. Jan. 1, 2004; Acts 2003, 78th
Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 17, eff. Sept. 1, 2003; Acts 2003, 78th Leg.,
3rd CS., ch. 1, Sec. 3, eff. Jan. 11, 2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 471 (H.B. 57), Sec. 7, eff. QOctober 1,
2005.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 891 (H B. 985), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 992 (H. B. 929), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 992 (H B. 929), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2017.

Sec. 67.004. PROCEDURE FOR LOCAL CANVASS. (a) At the tine set
for convening the canvassing authority for the | ocal canvass, the
presiding officer of the canvassing authority shall deliver the
seal ed precinct returns to the authority. The authority shall open
the returns for each precinct and canvass them as provided by this
section. Two nenbers of the authority constitute a quorum for
pur poses of canvassing an el ecti on.

(b) The canvassing authority shall prepare a tabulation stating
for each candidate and for and agai nst each neasure:

(1) the total nunber of votes received in each precinct;
and

(2) the sumof the precinct totals tabul ated under
Subdi vision (1).

(b-1) The tabulation in Subsection (b) nust also include for
each precinct the total nunber of voters who cast a ballot for a
candi date or for or against a neasure in the election. The secretary
of state shall prescribe any procedures necessary to inplenent this
subsecti on.
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(c) The canvassing authority may prepare the tabulation as a
separate docunent or may enter the tabulation directly in the | ocal
el ection register maintained for the authority. The authority shal
attach or include as part of the tabulation the report of early
voting votes by precinct received under Section 87.1231.

(d) The canvassing authority may conpare the precinct returns
with the corresponding tally list. |If a discrepancy is discovered
between the vote totals shown on the returns and those shown on the
tally list for a precinct, the presiding judge of the precinct shal
exam ne the returns and tally list and make the necessary corrections
on the returns.

(e) On conpletion of the canvass, the presiding officer of the
canvassing authority shall deliver the tabulation to the custodi an of
the | ocal election register unless it is entered directly in the
el ection register. The custodian shall preserve the tabulation for
the period for preserving the precinct election records.

(f) On conpletion of the canvass, the presiding officer of the
canvassing authority shall deliver the precinct returns, tally lists,
and early voting precinct report used in the canvass to the general
custodi an of election records. The custodian shall preserve themfor
the period for preserving the precinct el ection records.

(g) The presiding officer of the canvassing authority shal
note the conpletion of the canvass in the mnutes or in the recording
requi red by Section 551.021, Governnent Code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 114, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 1.01, 2.51; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 22, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728,
Sec. 23, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec.
32, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.14, eff.
Septenber 1, 2005.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 86 (H B. 1001), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Sec. 67.005. DETERM NI NG OFFI Cl AL RESULT COF ELECTI ON NOT
CANVASSED AT STATE LEVEL. (a) Except as provided by Subsection (b),
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the official result of an election that is not canvassed at the state
level is determ ned fromthe canvass of the precinct returns
conducted by the | ocal canvassing authority.

(b) In an election in which there is nore than one |ocal
canvassing authority but no canvass at the state level, the official
result is determned in the manner prescribed by the | aw providi ng
for the election.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 67.006. LOCAL ELECTION REA STER.  (a) An election
regi ster shall be maintained for each |ocal canvassing authority.

(b) For each election, the election register must contain in
tabul ated formthe information required to appear in the tabul ation
of precinct results prepared by the | ocal canvassing authority.

(c) The general custodian of election records for the elections
canvassed by a | ocal canvassing authority is the custodian of the
authority's election register.

(d) On receipt of the local canvassing authority's tabulation
of votes, the custodian shall nake the appropriate entries in the
el ection register.

(e) The election register shall be preserved as a permanent
record.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 67.007. COUNTY ELECTI ON RETURNS. (a) For each election
for a statewide, district, county, or precinct office, a statew de
measure, or president and vice-president of the United States, the
county clerk of each county in the territory covered by the el ection
shal | prepare county el ection returns.

(b) The county election returns shall state, for each candi date
and for and agai nst each neasure, the total nunber of votes received
in the county as stated by the | ocal canvassing authority's
t abul ati on of votes.

(c) The county clerk shall certify the county returns.

(d) Not later than 24 hours after conpletion of the | ocal
canvass, the county clerk shall deliver to the secretary of state, in
the manner directed by the secretary, the county returns.
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(e) The county clerk shall retain a copy of the county returns
for the period for preserving the precinct election records.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1130 (H B. 2628), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 67.008. SEPARATE COUNTY RETURNS FOR GOVERNOR AND
LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR. (a) |In addition to the returns required by
Section 67.007, each county clerk shall prepare separate county
el ection returns of an election for the office of governor or
| i eut enant governor that contain the same information as the returns
for those offices prepared under Section 67.007.

(b) The returns shall be delivered to the secretary of state as
provi ded by Section 67.007.

(c) The secretary of state shall retain the returns until the
first day of the next regular |egislative session, when the secretary
shall deliver the returns to the speaker of the house of
representatives.

(d) The county clerk shall retain a copy of the county returns
for the offices of governor and |ieutenant governor for the period
for preserving the precinct election records.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1130 (H B. 2628), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 67.009. FORMS AND | NSTRUCTI ONS FOR COUNTY RETURNS. (a)
Bef ore each el ection for which county election returns are required,
the secretary of state shall deliver to each county clerk in the
territory covered by the election tw copies of the officially
prescribed formfor reporting county election returns. The secretary
shal | al so deliver two copies of the official formfor the separate
returns for the offices of governor and |ieutenant governor, if
appl i cabl e.

(b) Wth the delivery of the official county returns forns, the
secretary of state shall deliver witten instructions on the
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preparation and delivery of the county el ection returns.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 1130 (H B. 2628), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 67.010. COUNTY RETURNS CANVASSED BY GOVERNCR. (a) The
county election returns for an election for a statew de office other
t han governor or |ieutenant governor, a statew de neasure, a district
of fice, or president and vice-president of the United States shall be
canvassed by the governor.

(b) Wen this code refers to the presiding officer of the final
canvassing authority, the secretary of state is considered to be the
presiding officer when the final canvassing authority is the
gover nor.

(c) The canvass of county returns shall be conducted in
accordance wth this chapter except as otherw se provided by this
code.

(d) The presiding officer may nake a clerical correction to the
officially canvassed returns based on any authorized anended county
canvass filed with the presiding officer.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 18(a), eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1989, 71st Leg., ch. 163, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 7, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Sec. 67.011. COUNTY RETURNS CANVASSED BY LEG SLATURE. (a) The
county election returns for an election for the office of governor or
| i eutenant governor shall be canvassed by the | egislature and the
official result declared by the speaker of the house of
representatives in accordance with Article IV, Section 3, of the
Texas Constitution.

(b) If a county's election returns are inconplete or mssing,
the legislature may substitute the secretary of state's tabulation
for that county or may obtain the necessary information fromthe
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county. On request of the legislature, the secretary of state or the
county shall pronptly transmt the information to the |egislature by
t he nost expeditious neans avail abl e.

(c) On conpletion of the canvass, the speaker of the house of
representatives shall deliver the county returns to the secretary of
state, who shall retain themfor the period for preserving the
preci nct election records.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 24, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 67.012. TIME FOR CANVASS BY GOVERNOR. (a) The governor
shal | conduct the state canvass at the tinme set by the secretary of
state:

(1) not earlier than the 15th or later than the 30th day
after election day; or

(2) for an election described by Section 65.051(a-1), not
earlier than the 18th or later than the 33rd day after el ection day.

(b) The secretary of state shall post, on the secretary of
state's Internet website, a notice of the date, hour, and place of
t he canvass at |east 72 hours before the canvass is conduct ed.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 6(a), eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1989, 71st Leg., ch. 163, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1993,
73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 25, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 891 (H B. 985), Sec. 4, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2013.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1052 (H. B. 933), Sec. 8, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Sec. 67.013. PROCEDURE FOR CANVASS BY GOVERNOR. (a) At the
time set for the state canvass, the secretary of state shall deliver
the county returns to the governor.

(b) The secretary of state shall prepare a tabulation stating
for each candidate and for and agai nst each nmeasure required to be
canvassed by the governor:

(1) the total nunber of votes received in each county; and
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(2) the sumof the county totals tabul ated under
Subdi vision (1).

(c) At the canvass of an election in which the office of
governor or |ieutenant governor is voted on, the secretary of state
shal | prepare a separate tabulation on the candi dates for governor
and |ieutenant governor, indicating for each candi date the
i nformation required by Subsection (b).

(d) The governor shall certify the tabul ati ons.

(e) The secretary of state shall retain the county el ection
returns used in the canvass and the tabul ations for the period for
preserving the precinct election records.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 163, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 67.014. DETERM NI NG OFFI Cl AL RESULT OF ELECTI ON CANVASSED
AT STATE LEVEL. The official result of an election canvassed by the
governor or by the legislature is determned fromthe canvass of the
county returns conducted by that authority.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 163, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 67.015. STATE ELECTION REG STER (a) An election
regi ster shall be nmaintained for the governor.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (e), for each election the
el ection register shall contain in tabulated formthe information
required to appear in the tabulations of the county results prepared
by the secretary of state.

(c) The secretary of state is the custodian of the election
regi ster for the governor.

(d) After each canvass conducted by the governor, the secretary
of state shall make the appropriate entries in the election register.

(e) |If a discrepancy exists between the |egislature's canvass
of the election for governor or |ieutenant governor and the register
entries pertaining to either of those offices that are made fromthe
secretary of state's tabulation, the secretary shall nmake the entries
in the register necessary to nake it correspond to the legislature's
canvass.
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(f) The election register shall be preserved as a permanent
record of the state.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 163, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 67.016. CERTIFI CATE OF ELECTION. (a) After the
conpl etion of a canvass, the presiding officer of the |ocal
canvassing authority shall prepare a certificate of election for each
candi date who is elected to an office for which the official result
is determ ned by that authority's canvass.

(b) The governor shall prepare a certificate of election for
each candidate who is elected to an office for which the official
result is determ ned by the canvass conducted by the governor.

(c) Acertificate of election nust contain:

(1) the candidate's nane;

(2) the office to which the candidate is el ected;

(3) a statenment of election to an unexpired term if
appl i cabl e;

(4) the date of the election;

(5) the signature of the officer preparing the certificate,;
and

(6) any seal used by the officer preparing the certificate
to authenticate docunents that the officer executes or certifies.

(d) After the canvass of a presidential election, the secretary
of state shall prepare a certificate of election for each
presidential elector candidate who is el ected.

(e) The authority preparing a certificate of election shal
pronptly deliver it to the person for whomit is prepared, subject to
Section 212. 0331.

(f) A certificate of election nay not be issued to a person who
has been declared ineligible to be elected to the office.

(g) This section does not apply to the offices of governor and
| i eut enant gover nor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 163, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1144, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
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Sec. 67.017. REPORTI NG PRECI NCT RESULTS TO SECRETARY OF STATE
(a) After each election for a statewi de office or the office of
United States representative, state senator, or state representative,
a district office, a county office, or a precinct office, the county
clerk shall prepare a report of the nunber of votes, including early
voting votes cast by mail and early voting votes cast by personal
appear ance, received in each county election precinct for each
candi date for each of those offices. In a presidential election year,
the report nust include the nunber of votes received in each precinct
for each set of candidates for president and vice-president of the
United States.

(b) The county clerk shall deliver the report to the secretary
of state not later than the 30th day after election day in an
el ectronic format prescribed by the secretary of state.

(c) The report may be:

(1) an electronic copy of the precinct returns;

(2) an electronic copy of the tabulation prepared by the
| ocal canvassing authority; or

(3) in any other electronic formapproved by the secretary
of state.

(d) The secretary of state shall preserve a report received
under this section for 10 years unless the secretary prepares a
witten tabulation of the information contained in the report
received. In that case, the secretary shall preserve the original
report for two years and the tabulation for 10 years after receipt of
the original report.

(e) After the applicable preservation period prescribed by
Subsection (d) expires, the secretary of state shall transfer the
report or tabulation to the state library.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 2(c), eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1989, 71st Leg., ch. 114, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1991,
72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.52; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554, Sec.
23, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.15(a), eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 1131 (H B. 2640), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.
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CHAPTER 68. TABULATI ON OF UNOFFI Cl AL RESULTS OF CERTAI N RACES BY
SECRETARY OF STATE
SUBCHAPTER A. CONDUCT OF TABULATI ON
Sec. 68.001. DUTY TO TABULATE GENERALLY. (a) The secretary of
state shall tabulate the unofficial results as provided by this
subchapter in each primary election and general election for state
and county officers on each proposed anendnent to the state
constitution and for each contested race for nom nation or election
to:
(1) a federal office or statewi de office of the state
gover nment ;
(2) the office of state senator;
(3) the office of state representative; and
(4) the office of nmenber, State Board of Educati on.
(b) The secretary may tabul ate the unofficial results for other
contested races, political party referenda, and any special el ections
ordered by the governor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.002. ACCESS TO TABULATI ON SYSTEM (a) During the
tabul ation, the secretary of state shall provide a sufficient nunber
of display termnals for representatives of the news nedia to nonitor
the tabul ation. The secretary shall provide direct |ines between
conputers for use by the nedia, if practicable.

(b) The secretary shall charge reasonabl e fees, which shal
approxi mate actual costs, to defray the costs of providing the news
medi a access to the tabul ation system

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.003. DI SPLAY TERM NALS FOR CERTAI N STATE OFFI CERS. (a)
For nonitoring the tabulations, the secretary of state shall provide
di splay termnals without charge to the governor, |ieutenant
governor, and speaker of the house of representatives in their
Capitol offices. The secretary shall also provide printers at those
| ocations if printers are nade avail able at any | ocati on.
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(b) The officers who are provided terminals or printers under
this section may not provide access to data fromthose termnals or
printers to nenbers of the working news nedia.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.004. PERI ODI C REPORTS DURI NG TABULATION. (a)
Periodically during the tabul ation, the secretary of state shal
publish reports covering the races being tabul at ed.

(b) The periodic reports may incl ude:

(1) vote totals for all contested races being tabul ated;

(2) vote totals by county for federal offices and statew de
of fices of the state governnent;

(3) vote totals for federal offices and statew de offices
of the state governnent in each of the six nobst popul ous counti es,
the total for the next 19 nobst popul ous counties, and the total for
t he remai ning 229 counties; and

(4) any other information the secretary of state determ nes
to be rel evant.

(c) The secretary shall distribute the periodic reports on
publication to the participating news nedia.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.005. FINAL REPORTS OF TABULATION. (a) After
conpletion of the tabulation, the secretary of state shall publish a
final report covering the races being tabul ated.

(b) The final report nmay include:

(1) the information described by Section 68.004(b);

(2) vote totals by county for all races being tabul at ed;
and

(3) vote totals for federal offices and statew de offices
of the state governnent in a mninmum of eight regions designated by
the secretary on the basis of the geographic scope of the electronic
nmedi a mar ket s.

(c) The secretary shall distribute a copy of the final report
on publication to the participating news nedia, governor, |ieutenant
governor, speaker of the house of representatives, and nenbers of the
el ections advisory commttee. A copy of the report shall also be
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furni shed to other persons on paynent of a reasonable fee prescribed
by the secretary to defray the costs of preparing and furnishing the

copy.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.006. REPORT OF RECEI PT OF COUNTY RESULTS. The
secretary of state shall publish a report indicating the tinmes the
first and last reports of results fromeach county were recei ved by
the secretary.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.007. POSTI NG REPORTS FOR PUBLI C I NSPECTION. (a) The
secretary of state shall post for public inspection, on publication,
one copy of each report published under Section 68.004.

(b) The secretary of state may post for public inspection any
of the reports prepared under this subchapter.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.008. BACKUP SYSTEM The secretary of state shal
provi de a backup system for the tabulation of the results.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.009. OPERATIONS MANUAL. Not l|ater than the 90th day
before the date of each election covered by this subchapter, the
secretary of state shall prepare an operations nmanual that explains
the procedures to be used by the secretary in tabulating the results.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.010. DI SPCSITION OF FUNDS. Funds coll ected under this
chapter may be appropriated only to the secretary of state for the
adm ni stration of this chapter.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.011. ADDI TI ONAL PROCEDURES PRESCRI BED BY SECRETARY OF
STATE. The secretary of state shall prescribe any additional
procedures necessary to inplenment the tabulation of unofficial
results.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

SUBCHAPTER B. DUTI ES OF LOCAL ELECTI ON OFFI Cl ALS FOR CERTAI N RACES
Sec. 68.031. APPLICABILITY OF SUBCHAPTER. Thi s subchapter
applies to each election covered by Subchapter A in addition to and
notw t hst andi ng ot her provisions of this code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.032. DELIVERY OF RETURNS AND VOTED BALLOTS. (a) In
preci ncts using paper ballots, voting machines, or electronic voting
system bal l ot counters, the copy of the returns required to be
delivered to the county clerk shall be delivered not |later than two
hours, or as soon thereafter as practicable, after the closing of the
polls or after the |last person voted, whichever is |ater.

(b) In a precinct using electronic voting systemballots to be
counted at a central counting station, the ballots shall be delivered
to the station not later than two hours, or as soon thereafter as
practicable, after the closing of the polls or after the |ast person
vot ed, whichever is later. The copy of the returns required to be
delivered to the county clerk shall be delivered by the presiding
judge of the counting station imrediately on conpletion of the
returns.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.033. COUNTI NG OF EARLY VOTI NG BALLOTS. The early
voting ballot board shall count the early voting ballots periodically
t hroughout the day.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.53; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 24, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 68.034. TRANSM SSI ON OF RESULTS TO SECRETARY OF STATE
(a) The county clerk shall transmt periodically, by tel ephone or
other electronic neans, to the secretary of state the results for the
races being tabulated by the secretary. The results shall be
transmtted continuously until conplete.

(b) The county clerk shall transmt the conplete or parti al
results of the early voting for the appropriate races at 7 p.m on
el ection day. |If only partial results are available, the results
shall be transmitted periodically until conplete.

(c) Costs of transm ssion of the results may be paid by the
state.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.54; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 25, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

SUBCHAPTER C. ELECTI ONS ADVI SCRY COW TTEE

Sec. 68.051. MEMBERSHI P. (a) Not |ater than January 1 of each
even- nunbered year, the |lieutenant governor, speaker of the house of
representatives, and secretary of state shall each appoint six
persons to serve on an el ections advisory conmttee in connection
with the tabul ation and reporting of election results under this
chapter.

(b) Each nmenber of the commttee serves a two-year term
begi nning on January 1 of even-nunbered years.

(c) Appointnments to the conmttee shall be nade w thout regard
to race, creed, sex, religion, and national origin.

(d) Instead of nmaking one of the required appointnents, each
appointing officer or the officer's designee nay serve on the
conmittee.

(e) Each appointing officer shall allocate at |east four of the
of ficer's appoi ntments anong nenbers of the various nedia
organi zations covering elections in this state.

(f) The follow ng persons or their designees shall also serve
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on the comm ttee:

(1) the president of the Texas Associ ation of Broadcasters;

(2) the president of the Texas Press Associ ation;

(3) the president of the Texas Daily Newspaper Associ ation;
and

(4) the chief state executive officers of the Associ ated
Press and United Press International.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 67, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H. B. 2309), Sec. 1.16(a), eff.
Septenber 1, 2005.

Sec. 68.052. CHAIR AND MEETINGS. (a) The secretary of state
shal | designate a chair and vice chair of the commttee from anong
t he medi a organi zati on nmenber shi p.

(b) Meetings of the commttee shall be held at the call of the
chair.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 68, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 68.053. REVI EW OF OPERATI ONS MANUAL. The comm ttee shal
revi ew t he operations nmanual prepared under Section 68.009 and make
any recomrendations it considers appropriate.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.054. MEMBERS PRESENT DURI NG TABULATI ON. One or nore
menbers chosen by the commttee shall be present during the
tabul ation of the results at each el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 68.055. EVALUATI ON AND RECOVVENDATI ONS REGARDI NG
TABULATI ON. The conmittee shall submt a witten report after each
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el ection to the secretary of state, governor, |ieutenant governor,
and speaker of the house of representatives evaluating the tabul ation
process and maki ng any recommendations it considers appropriate.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

TITLE 7. EARLY VOTI NG
SUBTI TLE A. EARLY VOTI NG
CHAPTER 81. GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Sec. 81.001. EARLY VOTING REQU RED. (a) In each election in
this state, early voting shall be conducted by personal appearance at
an early voting polling place and by mail.

(b) A reference in a law outside this code to "absentee voting"
nmeans "early voting."

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.03; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 81.002. APPLICABILITY OF OTHER CCODE PROVI SI ONS. The ot her
titles of this code apply to early voting except provisions that are
inconsistent with this title or that cannot feasibly be applied to
early voting.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.03; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 81.003. SUBSTI TUTI ON OF ELECTRONI C SYSTEM BALLOTS FOR
PAPER BALLOTS. In an election in which an electronic voting system
is used in regular voting but not for all or part of the early
voting, the electronic systemballots prepared for use in regular
voting may be used for early voting, if practicable, at the
di scretion of the authority responsible for having the official
bal | ot prepared for the el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.03; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
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554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 81.004. LOCATI ON OF PUBLI C ELECTI ON RECORDS. El ection
records for which the early voting clerk is custodian and that are
public information shall be kept:

(1) for an election in which a county clerk or city
secretary is the early voting clerk, at the early voting clerk's main
busi ness office; or

(2) for any other election, at a |ocation designated by the
aut hority appointing the clerk.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.03; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 81.005. COMMON OR CONTRACT CARRIER. (a) A common or
contract carrier may not be used to performan act in accordance with
this title unless the carrier:

(1) is a bona fide, for profit carrier, the primry
busi ness of which is transporting or delivering property for
conpensati on and the busi ness practices of which are reasonabl e and
prudent according to the usual standards for the business in which it
I S engaged;
(2) routinely uses receipts that:
(A) permt the carrier to retrieve a receipt or
information contained in a receipt;
(B) provide space for the nane and resi dence address of
a person who delivers a parcel to the carrier; and
(© provide space for the date, tinme, and address at
whi ch parcels are received by the carrier; and
(3) conplies with laws requiring the carrier to file an
assuned nane with each county in which the carrier receives or
delivers parcels or with the secretary of state, as appropriate.

(b) A conmon or contract carrier may not be used to perform an
act in accordance with this title if the carrier transports property
as an incidental activity of a nontransportation business activity
regardl ess of whether the carrier inposes a separate charge for the
transportation.
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Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1381, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

CHAPTER 82. ELIGABILITY FOR EARLY VOTI NG

Sec. 82.001. ABSENCE FROM COUNTY OF RESIDENCE. (a) Subject to
Subsection (b), a qualified voter is eligible for early voting by
mail if the voter expects to be absent fromthe county of the voter's
resi dence on el ection day and during the regular hours for conducting
early voting at the main early voting polling place for that part of
the period for early voting by personal appearance remaining after
the voter's early voting ballot application is submtted to the early
voting clerk.

(b) If a voter's early voting ballot application is submtted
on or after the first day of the period for early voting by personal
appearance, the voter is ineligible for early voting by mail unless
the voter is absent fromthe county when the application is submtted
and satisfies the requirenents prescribed by Subsection (a).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.05; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554,
Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 82.002. DI SABILITY OR CONFI NEMENT FOR CHI LDBI RTH. (a) A
qualified voter is eligible for early voting by mail if the voter:

(1) has a sickness or physical condition that prevents the
voter from appearing at the polling place on election day w thout a
I'i kel i hood of needi ng personal assistance or of injuring the voter's
heal th; or

(2) is expecting to give birth within three weeks before or
after el ection day.

(b) The following do not constitute sufficient cause to entitle
a voter to vote under Subsection (a):

(1) a lack of transportation;

(2) a sickness that does not prevent the voter from
appearing at the polling place on election day without a |ikelihood
of needi ng personal assistance or of injuring the voter's health; or

(3) arequirenment to appear at the voter's place of
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enpl oyment on el ection day.

(c) To be eligible for an early voting ballot by mail under
Subsection (a)(1), an applicant nust affirmatively indicate that he
or she agrees with the statenent prescribed by Section 84.002(c).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.05; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554,
Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 69,
eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 728 (H B. 3920), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 728 (H B. 3920), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 82.003. AGE. A qualified voter is eligible for early
voting by mail if the voter is 65 years of age or older on election
day.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.05; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554,
Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 82.004. CONFINEMENT IN JAIL. (a) A qualified voter is
eligible for early voting by mail if, at the tine the voter's early
voting ballot application is submtted, the voter is confined in
jail:

(1) serving a m sdeneanor sentence for a termthat ends on
or after election day;

(2) pending trial after denial of bail;

(3) wthout bail pending an appeal of a felony conviction;
or

(4) pending trial or appeal on a bailable offense for which
rel ease on bail before election day is unlikely.

(b) A voter confined in jail who is eligible for early voting
is not entitled to vote by personal appearance unless the authority
in charge of the jail, in the authority's discretion, permts the
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voter to do so.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991. Renunbered
fromEl ection Code Sec. 82.005 and anended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg.,
ch. 203, Sec. 1.02; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 70, eff.
Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 82.005. ELIG@BILITY FOR EARLY VOTI NG BY PERSONAL
APPEARANCE. Any qualified voter is eligible for early voting by
personal appearance.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991. Renunbered
from El ection Code Sec. 82.006 and anended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg.,
ch. 203, Sec. 1.02.

Sec. 82.007. PARTICI PATI ON | N ADDRESS CONFI DENTI ALI TY PROGRAM

A qualified voter is eligible for early voting by mail if:

(1) the voter submtted a registration application by
personal delivery as required by Section 13.002(e); and

(2) at the tine the voter's early voting ballot application
is submtted, the voter is certified for participation in the address
confidentiality program adm nistered by the attorney general under
Subchapter B, Chapter 58, Code of Crimnal Procedure.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 1295 (S.B. 74), Sec. 7, eff.
June 15, 2007.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 469 (H B. 4173), Sec. 2.28, eff.
January 1, 2021

Sec. 82.008. | NVOLUNTARY CIVIL COW TMENT. A qualified voter
is eligible for early voting by mail if, at the time the voter's
early voting ballot application is subnmtted, the voter is a person
who is civilly conmtted as a sexually violent predator under Chapter

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 364 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/SB00074F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/86R/billtext/html/HB04173F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

841, Health and Safety Code, and is ordered as a condition of civil
commtnment to reside in a facility operated by or under contract with
the Texas Civil Commtnent Ofice.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 45,
eff. Septenber 1, 2021.

CHAPTER 83. OFFI CER CONDUCTI NG EARLY VOTI NG
SUBCHAPTER A. EARLY VOTI NG CLERK

Sec. 83.001. EARLY VOTI NG CLERK GENERALLY. (a) The early
voting clerk shall conduct the early voting in each el ection.

(b) The clerk is an officer of the election in which the clerk
serves.

(c) The clerk has the sane duties and authority with respect to
early voting as a presiding election judge has with respect to
regul ar voting, except as otherwi se provided by this title.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 83.002. COUNTY CLERK AS EARLY VOTI NG CLERK. The county
clerk is the early voting clerk for the county in:
(1) the general election for state and county officers and
any ot her countyw de el ection held at county expense;
(2) a primary election; and
(3) a special election ordered by the governor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 83.003. CLERK FOR LESS- THAN- COUNTYW DE ELECTI ONS HELD AT
COUNTY EXPENSE. (a) 1In a |ess-than-countyw de el ection ordered by
t he conmm ssioners court, county judge, county board of school
trustees, or any other county authority and held at county expense,
the county clerk is the early voting clerk unless the authority
appoi nts a person other than the county clerk.
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(b) To be eligible for appointnent as early voting clerk under
this section, a person nust neet the requirenments for eligibility for
service as a presiding election judge, except that the appointee nust
be a qualified voter of the county and is not required to be a
qualified voter of any other particular territory.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 83.004. CLERK FOR ELECTI ONS ORDERED BY COUNTY AUTHORI TY
NOT HELD AT COUNTY EXPENSE. (a) |In an election ordered by the
commi ssioners court, county judge, county board of school trustees,
or any other county authority and not held at county expense, the
authority ordering the election shall appoint the early voting clerk.

(b) If the county clerk is appointed as early voting clerk
under this section, the county clerk shall serve in that capacity,
and the authority responsible for paying the expenses of the election
shal |l reinburse the county for the time spent by the county clerk as
the early voting clerk and by the county clerk's deputies as deputy
early voting clerks.

(c) To be eligible for appointnent as early voting clerk under
this section, a person other than the county clerk nust neet the
requirenents for eligibility for service as a presiding el ection
j udge, except that the appointee nust be a qualified voter of the
county and is not required to be a qualified voter of any other
particular territory.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 83.005. CLERK FOR CITY ELECTIONS. The city secretary is
the early voting clerk for an election ordered by an authority of a
city.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.
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Sec. 83.006. CLERK FOR ELECTI ONS OF OTHER PCLI Tl CAL
SUBDIVISIONS. (a) |In an election ordered by an authority of a
political subdivision other than a county or city, the authority
ordering the election shall appoint the early voting clerk.

(b) To be eligible for appointnent as early voting clerk under
this section, a person nust neet the requirenments for eligibility for
service as a presiding election judge, except that:

(1) an appointee nust be a qualified voter of the political
subdi vision and is not required to be a qualified voter of any other
particular territory;

(2) in an election in which an officer of the political
subdivision is a candidate, an appointee's status as an enpl oyee of
the political subdivision does not nake the appointee ineligible for
appoi ntnment as the clerk; and

(3) an appointee who is a permanent enployee of the
political subdivision and a qualified voter of any territory i s not
required to be a qualified voter of the political subdivision.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316,

Sec. 18, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 83.007. CLERK FOR OTHER ELECTIONS. (a) In an election
for which this code does not provide for an early voting clerk, the
authority ordering the election shall appoint the early voting clerk.

(b) To be eligible for appointnent as early voting clerk under
this section, a person nust neet the requirenents for eligibility for
service as a presiding election judge, except that:

(1) an appointee nust be a qualified voter of the territory
covered by the election and is not required to be a qualified voter
of any other particular territory; and

(2) an appointee who is a permanent enpl oyee of the
authority ordering the election and a qualified voter of any
territory is not required to be a qualified voter of the territory
covered by the el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
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Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316,
Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 83.008. ADDI TI ONAL CLERKS FOR CERTAIN ELECTIONS. (a) In
an election on the creation, organization, functioning, or existence
of one or nore political subdivisions that affects nore than one
political subdivision, nore than one early voting clerk may be
appoi nt ed.

(b) An area within the territory covered by the el ection may
not be served by nore than one clerk.

(c) Each clerk shall serve the one or nore politica
subdi vi si ons designated by the authority appointing the clerk.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 83.009. EMPLOYEE OF PCLITI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON SERVI NG AS
CLERK. An enpl oyee of a political subdivision my serve as early
voting clerk in an election affecting the political subdivision if
the political subdivision's governing body approves the appointnent.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 83.010. PUBLIC NOTICE OF CLERK' S MAI LI NG ADDRESS. An
el ection order and the election notice nust state the early voting
clerk's official mailing address or street address at which the clerk
may receive delivery by common or contract carrier, if different,
phone nunber, e-mail address, and Internet website, if the early
voting clerk has an Internet website.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Amended by:
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Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 46, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 83.011. OFFICE HOURS ON ELECTI ON DAY. The early voting
clerk's office shall remain open for early voting activities during
the hours the polls are required to be open for voting on el ection
day.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 1.03, eff. Sept. 1,
1991.

Sec. 83.012. STUDENT EARLY VOTI NG CLERKS. (a) The early
voting clerk may appoint student early voting clerks as necessary to
assist the early voting clerk.

(b) A personis eligible to serve as a student early voting
clerk under this section if the person is ineligible to serve as a
clerk of an election precinct under Section 32.051(c) but neets the
eligibility requirenents to be a student el ection clerk under Section
32. 0511.

(c) A student early voting clerk serving under this section

(1) is entitled to conpensation under Section 83.052 in the
sanme manner as other early voting clerks; and

(2) when communicating with a voter who cannot communi cate
in English, may conmunicate with the voter in a | anguage the voter
and the clerk understand as authorized by Subchapter B, Chapter 61.

(d) Not nore than four student early voting clerks may serve at
an early voting polling place.

(e) The secretary of state may initiate or assist in the
devel opment of a statew de program pronoting the use of student early
voting clerks appointed under this section.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 542 (S.B. 553), Sec. 3, eff.
June 14, 2013.

SUBCHAPTER B. DEPUTY CLERK
Sec. 83.031. DEPUTY EARLY VOTI NG CLERK GENERALLY. (a) Deputy
early voting clerks may be appointed as provided by this subchapter
to assist the early voting clerk.
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(b) A deputy is an officer of the election in which the deputy
serves.

(c) A deputy early voting clerk has the sane authority as the
early voting clerk in conducting early voting, subject to the early
voting clerk's supervision.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 83.032. DEPUTY FOR COUNTY CLERK OR CI TY SECRETARY. (a)

In an election in which a county clerk or a city secretary is the
early voting clerk, the county clerk or city secretary by witten
order may appoint one or nore of that officer's permanent deputies as
deputy early voting clerks. The clerk or secretary may appoint
tenporary deputies to serve as deputy early voting clerks in
accordance with the | aw applicable to the appoi ntnment of deputies
general ly.

(b) For a tenmporary deputy to be eligible for appointnment as a
deputy early voting clerk under this section, the tenporary deputy
must neet the requirenents for eligibility for service as a presiding
el ection judge, except that:

(1) an appointee is not required to be a qualified voter of
any particular territory other than the county, in the case of an
appoi ntnment by a county clerk, or the city, in the case of an
appointment by a city secretary;

(2) in an election in which the early voting clerk is a
candi date, an appointee's status as an enpl oyee of the clerk does not
make the appointee ineligible for appointnent as a deputy early
voting clerk; and

(3) an appointee who is a permanent enpl oyee of the county
or city, as applicable, and a qualified voter of any territory is not
required to be a qualified voter of the county or city, as
appl i cabl e.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316,

Sec. 20, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
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Sec. 83.033. DEPUTY FOR OTHER CLERKS. (a) In an election in
whi ch a person other than a county clerk or a city secretary is the
early voting clerk, the authority appointing the clerk, by witten
order, may appoint one or nore deputy early voting clerks.

(b) To be eligible for appointnent as a deputy early voting
clerk under this section, a person nust neet the requirenents for
eligibility for appointnent as the early voting clerk.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 83.034. EMPLOYEE OF PCLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON SERVI NG AS
DEPUTY. An enpl oyee of a political subdivision my serve as deputy
early voting clerk in an election affecting the political subdivision
if the political subdivision's governing body approves the
appoi nt ment .

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

SUBCHAPTER C. COWVPENSATI ON
Sec. 83.051. COWVPENSATI ON OF COUNTY CLERK OR CI TY SECRETARY. A
county clerk or a city secretary is not entitled to receive
addi ti onal conpensation for serving as early voting clerk.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 83.052. COWMPENSATI ON OF OTHER CLERKS AND THEI R DEPUTI ES.
An early voting clerk who is not a county clerk or city secretary and
the deputy early voting clerks appointed to assist the clerk are
entitled to conpensation in an anount fixed by the authority ordering
t he el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anrmended by
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Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 83.053. SERVI CE W THOUT COWVPENSATI ON BY PUBLI C EMPLOYEE.
(a) An enployee of the authority ordering an election who is
appointed as early voting clerk or deputy early voting clerk my be
appointed to serve w thout additional conpensati on.

(b) An enployee of a political subdivision who is appoi nted as
early voting clerk or deputy early voting clerk for an el ection
affecting the political subdivision nmay be appointed to serve w thout
addi tional conpensation if the political subdivision' s governing body
approves appoi ntnent on that basis.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.06; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

CHAPTER 84. APPLI CATI ON FOR BALLOT
SUBCHAPTER A. APPLI CATI ON FOR BALLOT

Sec. 84.001. APPLICATION REQU RED. (a) To be entitled to vote
an early voting ballot by mail, a person who is eligible for early
voting nust nmake an application for an early voting ballot to be
voted by mail as provided by this title.

(b) Subject to Section 1.011, an application nust be submtted
in witing and signed by the applicant using ink on paper. An
el ectronic signature or photocopied signature is not permtted.

(c) An applicant is not required to use an official application
form

(d) An application nust be submtted by mail to the early
voting clerk for the election who serves the el ection precinct of the
applicant's residence.

(d-1) Atinely application that is addressed to the wong early
voting clerk shall be forwarded to the proper early voting clerk not
| ater than the day after the date it is received by the wong clerk.

(e) An applicant for a ballot to be voted by mail may apply for
ballots for the main election and any resulting runoff election on
the sane application. If an application for the main election and any
resulting runoff is not tinmely for the main election, it wll be

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 372 -



ELECTI ON CODE

considered tinely for any resulting runoff if received not |ater than
the deadline, determ ned using the date of the runoff election, for
submtting a regular application for a ballot to be voted by nail.

(f) A person who has not made an application as provided by
this title is not entitled to receive an early voting ballot to be
voted by mail.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 20, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.07; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554,
Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 33,
eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1381, Sec. 2, eff.
Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 890, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,
1999; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 854, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001;
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 633, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S., Ch. 1050 (H. B. 1927), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., 1st CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 5), Sec. 3, eff.
Decenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 5.01, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 84.002. CONTENTS OF APPLICATION. (a) An early voting
bal | ot application rust include:
(1) the applicant's nane and the address at which the
applicant is registered to vote;
(1-a) the follow ng information:

(A) the nunber of the applicant's driver's |icense,
election identification certificate, or personal identification card
i ssued by the Departnent of Public Safety;

(B) if the applicant has not been issued a nunber
descri bed by Paragraph (A), the last four digits of the applicant's
soci al security nunber; or

(C a statenent by the applicant that the applicant has
not been issued a nunber described by Paragraph (A) or (B)

(2) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail on
t he ground of absence fromthe county of residence, the address
outside the applicant's county of residence to which the ballot is to
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be mail ed;

(3) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail on
the ground of age or disability, the address of the hospital, nursing
home or other long-termcare facility, or retirement center, or of a
person related to the applicant within the second degree by affinity
or the third degree by consanguinity, as determ ned under Chapter
573, Government Code, if the applicant is living at that address and
that address is different fromthe address at which the applicant is
regi stered to vote;

(4) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail on
the ground of confinenent in jail, the address of the jail or of a
person related to the applicant within the degree described by
Subdi vi sion (3);

(5) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail on
any ground, an indication of each election for which the applicant is
applying for a ballot;

(6) an indication of the ground of eligibility for early
voting; and

(7) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail on
t he ground of involuntary civil commtnent, the address of the
facility operated by or under contract with the Texas G vil
Commtment O fice or of a person related to the applicant within the
degree of consanguinity described by Subdivision (3).

(b) An application for a ballot to be voted by mail on the
ground of absence fromthe county of residence nust indicate that the
applicant satisfies the requirenments prescribed by Section 82.001.

(b-1) A person may use the nunber of a driver's license,
el ection identification certificate, or personal identification card
that has expired for the purpose of fulfilling the requirenment under
Subsection (a)(1-a) if the license or identification is otherw se
val i d.

(c) An application for a ballot to be voted by mail on the
ground of disability nust require the applicant to affirmatively
indicate that the applicant agrees with the statenent, "I have a
si ckness or physical condition that prevents nme from appearing at the
polling place on election day without a |ikelihood of needing
personal assistance or injuring nmy health,” as prescribed by Section
82.002(a).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
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Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 21, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1991,
72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 1.04; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 565, Sec.
1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1381, Sec. 3, eff.
Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 47, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 728 (H B. 3920), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C.S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 5.02, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 84.0021. CONTENTS OF APPLI CATI ON FOR PARTI Cl PANT I N
ADDRESS CONFI DENTI ALI TY PROGRAM CONFI DENTI AL | NFORVATION.  (a) An
early voting ballot application submtted by a qualified voter who is
eligible for early voting by mail under Section 82.007 must include:

(1) the applicant's name and address at which the applicant
is registered to vote;

(2) the substitute post office box address designated by
the attorney general under Article 58.052(b), Code of Crim nal
Procedure, for use by the voter in place of the voter's true
residential, business, or school address; and

(3) an indication of each election for which the applicant
is applying for a ballot.

(b) The information contained in an application under this
section relating to the address at which the applicant is registered
to vote is confidential, except that the information nust be
di sclosed if:

(1) requested by a | aw enforcenent agency; or

(2) required by court order.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 1295 (S.B. 74), Sec. 8, eff.
June 15, 2007.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 469 (H B. 4173), Sec. 2.29, eff.
January 1, 2021.
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Sec. 84.003. SI GNI NG APPLI CATI ON BY W TNESS; ASSI STI NG
APPLI CANT. (a) An early voting ballot application signed for the
applicant by a witness other than the early voting clerk or a deputy
nmust indicate the witness's relationship to the applicant or, if
unrel ated, indicate that fact.

(b) A person who acts as a witness for an applicant for an
early voting ballot application commts an offense if the person
knowi ngly fails to conply with Section 1.011. A person who in the
presence of the applicant otherw se assists an applicant in
conpleting an early voting ballot application commts an offense if
t he person knowingly fails to comply with Section 1.011(d) in the
same nmanner as a W tness.

(c) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor.

(d) Subsection (b) does not apply if the person is related to
the applicant within the second degree by affinity or the third
degree by consanguinity, as determ ned under Subchapter B, Chapter
573, Governnment Code, or is registered to vote at the sane address as
t he applicant.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.07; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec.
7, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 84.004. UNLAWFULLY W TNESSI NG APPLI CATI ON FOR MORE THAN
ONE APPLI CANT. (a) A person conmts an offense if:

(1) the person signs an application for a ballot to be
voted by mail as a witness for nore than one applicant in the sane
el ection; or

(2) the person signs an application for annual ballots by
mail as a witness for nore than one applicant in the sane cal endar
year .

(b) It is an exception to the application of Subsection (a)
that the person signed early voting ballot applications for nore than
one applicant:

(1) as an early voting clerk or deputy early voting clerk;
or

(2) and the person is related to the additional applicants
as a parent, grandparent, spouse, child, or sibling.
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(c) Aviolation of this section does not affect the validity of
an application involved in the offense.

(d) Each application signed by the witness in violation of this
section constitutes a separate of fense.

(e) An offense under this section is a Class B m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.07; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec.
8, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S., Ch. 1050 (H. B. 1927), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.

Sec. 84.0041. FRAUDULENT USE OF APPLI CATI ON FOR BALLOT BY MAI L.
(a) A person conmits an offense if the person:
(1) know ngly provides false informati on on an application
for ballot by mail;
(2) intentionally causes false information to be provided
on an application for ballot by mail;
(3) knowingly submts an application for ballot by nai
wi t hout the know edge and aut hori zation of the voter; or
(4) know ngly and without the voter's authorization alters
i nformation provided by the voter on an application for ballot by
mai | .
(b) An offense under this section is a state jail felony.
(c) An offense under Subsection (a)(4) does not apply to an
early voting clerk or deputy early voting clerk who receives and
mar ks an application for adm nistrative purposes only.
(d) An offense under this section is increased to the next
hi gher category of offense if it is shown on the trial of an offense
under this section that:
(1) the defendant was previously convicted of an offense
under this code;
(2) the offense involved a voter 65 years of age or ol der
or
(3) the defendant commtted another offense under this
section in the sanme el ection.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 22, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
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Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.07; Acts 1991, 72nd
Leg., ch. 554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch.
565, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1381,
Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 9,
eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., 1st CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 5), Sec. 4, eff.
Decenber 1, 2017.

Sec. 84.005. APPLI CATI ON COVWPONENTS. Each docunent that
contains information required for an early voting ballot application
and that is submitted to the early voting clerk and any envel ope in
whi ch an application is submtted are part of the early voting ball ot
appl i cation.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.07; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
554, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 84.007. SUBM TTI NG APPLI CATI ON FOR BALLOT VOTED BY MAI L
GENERAL RULE. (a) Except as provided by Sections 84.008 and 84. 009,
an application for a ballot to be voted by mail nust be submtted as
provi ded by this section.

(b) An application nust be subnmtted to the early voting clerk
by:

(1) mail;

(2) conmon or contract carrier;

(3) subject to Subsection (b-1), telephonic facsimle
machine, if a machine is avai